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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT PARK HOTEL (subject to change) 
RESERVE WEDNESDAY MEETING TIME ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Bell Rings at 12:10pm; Meeting Ends by 1:05pm 
 
DATE SPEAKER                      PROGRAM TITLE                                                                                                                     
Oct 6 John Reimer                   Improving Flood Resiliency in the Yahara River Chain of Lakes 
Oct 13 Jon Young                      Making of a Drug From Bench to Bedside 
Oct 20 Erin Lavery                      Dealing with Change 
Oct 27 Satya Rhodes-Conway  Building Back Better: Prioritizing Resilience and Recovery in Madison 
  

To plan for sufficient seating, if you plan to bring a guest, make a reservation for your guest – use the reservation link and 
note your guest when you sign up to attend our weekly meeting. 
 
 

RESERVATION REQUIRED TO ATTEND EACH WEEK.  Use the link in the Friday email; 
call/text the Rotary office at 608-255-9164; or email rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org by 
Tuesday, noon.   
 
MEALS:  The Park Hotel serves a full buffet that includes salad and hot entrée.  Beverages 
and desserts are located within the dining hall. 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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September 1: Rotary District Governor’s Address 
District 6250 Governor Karen Hebert brought Rotary’s universal message to the club:  world-wide, we are 
connected “politically, psychologically, and spiritually” in service for lasting changes that begins upstream 
where movements, causes, goodwill, collaboration and lasting change begin.  The best example of this was 
history of Polio’s decline, approaching the announcement that it’s end may be announced in 2026.  Other 
examples:  Rotary International’s embrace of a new environmental initiative, and District 6250’s related work 
initiative October 4-10, 2021.   With lasting change as a goal, three new “gathering workshops” for this year 
were also announced. 

 
September 8: Gloria Reyes of BriarPatch Youth Services 
Celebrating 50 years of service to a very transient population of children aged 18 and below, BriarPatch deals 
daily with unaccompanied minors, children with substance abuse, mental health problems, no homes, no jobs 
and no credentials for one, runaways, involvement with the juvenile justice system . . . all of this, served by a 
mission to change lives!  The national and local statistics of need are astonishing and often disguised by the 
invisible nature of the many challenges children face.  In the Madison area, during the 2019-2020 period alone, 
BriarPatch provided 861 nights of safe shelter and served 3,800 through its street outreach program.  The core 
of this service falls to a nimble staff, quick to adjust to individual circumstances through programs that include 

mentorship, basic job training, counseling, supervision of children in the juvenile justice program, the youth restitution program, and 
housing.  This work is often done by people who themselves have had identifiable experiences and with whom the children can identify.  
Great and important work, Gloria—your impressive personal story and range of experiences are perfectly suited to BriarPatch’s mission! 
 

September 15: Bayview’s Exciting Next Chapter 
In its 50th year and led by calm, competent and caring Executive Director Alexis London, Bayview model of 
affordable housing and services—visible but unknown to many—houses 102 broadly diverse families 
including many immigrants and, like Rotary, seeks to create lasting change for its residents.  Rising from the 
historic but raised Greenbush Neighborhood, Bayview is replacing its 1971 housing, worn beyond practical 
use, with a $50 million development to expand its population from 277 to 500 residents.  Construction of the 
first phase, fully funded, has begun and will provide modern housing amenities costing 30% of income in 
what will actually look like a handsome, functioning neighborhood.  The planning used a process they have 
labeled “design justice” involving 25 resident focus groups and 70% of all residents, in three languages.  The 

new Bayview will include an 11,500 certified-passive square feet community center, double the current facility, with services such as 
meeting spaces, food access, gardens for residents, Wi-Fi, interpreters, early childhood and adult education, and afterschool programs.  
Asked what they wanted most, the residents answered:  A safe, welcome and inclusive neighborhood; gardens; a sense of ownership; 
color, art and beauty; and connecting and learning.  Bayview is indeed rising and will meet these needs. 
 

September 22: Maria Alvarez Stroud: Brave Crossing – An Immigrant’s Journey 
and the History Behind It 
Imagine an historical novel about a man born in 1895 of Spanish parents who had emigrated to the Philippines, 
a man sandwiched between two cultures but of neither.  Imagine childhood memories that began by embracing 
the Spanish-American to liberate the Philippines but didn’t, followed by the Philippine-American war in the 
quest for independence, fighting a former ally.  Now imagine this man boarded a ship for the United States, 
listed as white while those of color were directed to steerage quarters, and yet still identified as different.  He 
chose Chicago over California and, ultimately graduated from Marquette University Medical School in 1925 and 
spent his career in a small Wisconsin town north of La Crosse.  Finally, imagine this journey through history 

placed this man, always of lonely heritage, in the unending mix of two Philippine wars in his country of birth, a heritage always from 
places, the 1919 flu epidemic, the great 1919 migration of African Americans from the south to Chicago and the Chicago race riots of 
1919, the invalid but convincing new terms of eugenics, the 20th century rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan, World Wars I and II and the great 
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depression.  And see parallels in today’s Proud Boys, The Order, White America, and the Boogaloo Boys.  But as the last sentence 
above suggests, there is no need to imagine the story of this historical novel.  Research and creative writing filled in a few blank spots in 
the details of cities, travel and life.  But the story is that of Marie’s father, shared with our club today.  Thank you, Marie. 
 
September 29: All Things Rotary: Highlight on Fellowship Groups 
   It was an unusual pair of programs today:  a video of three district governors— our District 6250 Governor Karen Hebert, District 6270 
Governor Lisa Werner and District 6220 Past Governor Tina Hall speaking about the Rotary ladder.  They are officers of Rotary 
International but responsible for oversight and assistance to the clubs in their districts, which in turn are responsible for the programs that 
embrace four avenues of service and seven areas of focus.  Training, goal setting and club initiatives provide room for shared service 
experiences or independent activities.  The governors emphasized Rotary International’s new ESRAG Rotary Action Group, and 
programs related to it, such as pollenating gardens and, especially, next week’s environmental day of service. 
   The second or the pair, “All Things Rotary”, featured five-minute presentations from five of our 29 fellowship groups, a concept 
introduced to our club by Roth Judd about twenty years ago. 
   Big Wheels Bicycling Fellowship Group by Steve Landry:  The group has 12-25 mile rides “all over” the county, but not 
a “spandex group”—rides; demonstrations of maintenance techniques; bike talks, and of course, fellowship.  Any bike is 
accepted, all are welcome! 
   Broadway Shows Fellowship Group by Ranette Maurer:   At Overture Center and just what it sounds like, PLUS 
discounted tickets, dinner and conversation before shows, about one show a month—check Overture Center for what’s 
coming next. 
   Culture Fellowship Group by Majid Sarmadi:  . . . as in international cultures, featuring foods of countries, speakers, 
music, life-long learning, and (yes), occasional dancing.  Thirty to fifty people usually gather for these events. 
   Going Green Fellowship Group by Lee Schwartz:   A new group, but an active one, it began with tree plantings are 
Madison public schools, but also presents speakers, occasional movie screenings, and next week, for example, an 
Environmental Day of Service.  And to kick it all off, plan to join the group for an open house by Larry Hands and Karen 
Kendrick-Hands at their spectacular and environmentally sensitive new house in Hollandale. 
   Hiking/Skiing Fellowship Group by Bob Graebner:     . . . but mostly hiking—Devils Lake, Blue Mounds, City Parks, new 
places popping up all the time.  Hikes usually last about 1-2 hours, 3-5 mile, but of course “fellowship” is part of the name.  
Bob said unlike another fellowship group, this one doesn’t serve scotch whisky, but the group has been known to finish its 
fellowship at a pub.  If you’re looking for a new role, Bob pointed out that this year he has reached his statistical life 
expectancy, so he’s looking for a co-chair! 
 

   Our thanks to club member Ellsworth Brown for providing these summary articles on our guest speakers during the month of 
September.  If you missed any of last month’s guest speakers, you can watch the videos on our club’s YouTube Channel here:  
https://www.youtube.com/user/rotaryclubofmadison.  
 

 
   Our Program Committee is continuing its new series this year.  As 
a way for our members to become more connected to other leaders 
in our community, our Program Committee has launced a monthly 
series titled “Conversations With Community Leaders.”  This 
segment of our meeting features leaders who are new to Madison or 
who have a new role in our community.   
   This month, Regina Millner interviewed Chris McIntosh, new 
athletic director at the University of Wisconsin.  You can view this 
four-minute interview on our club’s YouTube Channel as part of our 
September 22 Rotary meeting video.   
   Our thanks to Neil Fauerbach for videotaping and editing                                                                                              

                                                                                       this new series.  
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   Margaret Murphy rejoined our Rotary Club on September 15th. Margaret is an 
industrial/organizational consultant for the Fox Valley Media Group.  She is a former Rotarian in 
Neenah and was previously a member of our club from 2017 to 2020, and we are glad to have her 
back.  She is being sponsored by Ellis Waller. Her hobbies include writing, reading, hiking and kite 
flying.  Welcome back, Margaret! 
 
 

 

     
 

   Do you know a high school student interested in learning about cultures, living in another 
country or becoming fluent in a foreign language? Rotary Youth Exchange will open back 
up in July 2022 and offer these opportunities. But applications for both the summer and 
academic year program are due late this year, so we need to get the word out now.  
    The program is available to students age 15-18, and very affordable (some scholarship 

options also exist!). We are also looking for host families living in the Madison Metropolitan School District.    
   Would you or someone in your network be willing to welcome a student into your home for 3 months? I promise you – the 
return on your time pays amazing dividends!  
   Please share this information with any students you think might be interested: 

- Students check out this website (https://www.studyabroadscholarships.org/) for information on youth exchange. 
- Students and parents, reach out to Janine O’Rourke (608-577-6395, janinemorourke@gmail.com) for questions on 

hosting a student or being an exchange student. 
Janine O’Rourke 
Rotary Club of Madison Youth Exchange Officer 
Rotary Youth Exchange Student to Japan ‘84-‘85 

 

 
 

   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following for their generous 
contributions:  Nelson Cummings – In memory of Boris Frank; Rhonda Adams, Nelson Cummings and Dean Nelson – 
For Veterans Grant Assistance Fund. 
 
 

  This month’s Rotary District 6250 newsletter is ready, and you 
can click on the following link to read more about happenings in 
other Rotary clubs and our district:   
https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/5455ecc5-7311-48e6-8744-

2200186021d7/6ce90e9d-9d95-4ab1-a05c-b52403818efe?mid=6kPzGtMw1zktQUEqTgFjvcr7m+fEZdTWWkiR8ztLYTY=&type=m 
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2021 Mitch Javid Award Recipient Ron Luskin 
Presented by Rob Stroud on September 15, 2021 
  Our club’s Member Recruitment Team encourages all of us to think about individuals 
in our circle of friends, work colleagues and family members who would make good 
additions to our Rotary Club.  An award was created several years ago to recognize a 
member who is exceling at sponsoring new members into our club since this is key to 
maintaining the size of our club.  The award is named the Mitch Javid Award to honor 
our distinguished member who holds the club’s record for sponsoring the highest 
number of new members. Since 2014, we annual recognize the member who has 
served as the primary sponsor to the most new members for the past 3 years--and 
who are still in our club.   

   For those who do not know Mitch Javid for which the award is named, Mitch has been in our club 
since 1968 and has sponsored 56 members and co-sponsored another 10 members.  This 
distinguished and very busy member who was chairman of the UW Department of Neurosurgery says, “I 
love Rotary.  It is very dear to me. I believe in it and so I want to share it with other good people.”  Mitch 
received the first award in 2014.  Melanie Ramey, Rob Stroud and Dora Zuniga are past recipients as 
well as Susan Schmitz who received it for 3 years. 
   This year’s recipient is Ron Luskin.  Ron has been a member of our club since 2014.  He was 
formerly with Meriter Foundation and currently does consulting work.  Since joining, Ron has been active on the Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion, Ethics Symposium, Program, Rotaract and Swarsensky Award Committees. He also chaired our 
Vocational Opportunities Committee and is a mentor to one of our Rotary scholars.  Ron appropriately serves as our club’s 
Member Recruitment Officer this year and is working on a number of projects to encourage new members. 
   Ron has served as the primary sponsor to 8 new members since 2018.  They are:  Jason Beloungy, Shawn Carney, 
Jeremiah Robinson, Jason Fields, Peter Gray, Kyle Nondorf, Rebekah Paré and Sally Jo Spaeni. 
   One closing comment…we encourage each of you to think about who might make a good addition to our Rotary Club.  
Maybe it is a co-worker, a friend or a neighbor.  The process is easy.  Invite a potential member to one of our Wednesday 
meetings.  If the person is interested in joining, we have a new online form that is available on our website, or you can 
contact the Rotary office. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or contact the Rotary office.  Thank you. 
Congratulations, Ron, on receiving this year’s Mitch Javid Award!   
 

 
 

2021 Rotary International Campaign Raises $50,164 
   In May, we held our 5th annual fund drive for The Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International.  This is one of the four priorities of giving of our members--and not to be 
confused with our local annual fund drive which begins in November that raised dollars 

primarily for local projects in Madison.  Here are some highlights from this year’s Rotary International Foundation Fund 
Drive which Mary Donahue, our 2020-21 International Committee Chair, reported during our September 1 Rotary luncheon: 

 When giving to The Rotary International Foundation totals at least $1,000, one can become a Paul Harris Fellow, 
named after the founder of Rotary.  Individuals receive a special pin to recognize this giving level to assist the 
international foundation in providing support to its many worthy international projects and programs.  Gifts to the 
Rotary International Foundation are helping areas hit by a natural disaster by having schools and other buildings 
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rebuilt, women and men are taught skills in order to make a sustainable living, and children and adults receive 
much needed medical care.    

 We raised $50,164. This means we raised more than the required $100 per member in order to qualify for matching 
dollars from our Rotary District and Rotary International.  Thank you! 

 186 members made a gift to the campaign with 175 contributing at least $100 to take advantage of receiving 
matching points towards a Paul Harris Fellow. 

 75 members achieved a Paul Harris Fellow level with 8 of them being new Paul Harris Fellows.  58% of our 
membership are now Paul Harris Fellows. 

   At our luncheon, a handout was distributed which lists members who contributed to the campaign.  It also included 
members who achieved the Paul Harris Fellow level during the May 2021 campaign.   
   Gifts to the Rotary International Foundation are helping areas hit by a natural disaster by having schools and other 
buildings rebuilt; people are taught skills in order to make a sustainable living; and children and adults receive much needed 
medical care.  A great first-hand example of the type of project funded by your gifts to the Rotary International Foundation is 
the Change HERstory project in Ghana that we have supported, and our new project in Chile.   
   Thanks to all members who made a contribution to the May 2021 Rotary International Foundation campaign and for 
helping our club exceed our goal of $100/member! 

 
 

 Congratulations to the following members whose businesses are winners of 2021 People’s Choice winners by 
Madison.com and the Wisconsin State Journal: Rhonda Adams, Juli Aulik, John Hayes, Paul Hoffmann, Rich 
Lynch, Kyle Nondorf and Lester Pines. 

 Kalvin Barrett was pictured in a LinkdIn post where he served as honorary team captain for the UW-Madison Badgers 
opening game against Penn State on September 4.  

 Kaleem Caire was quoted in an article about Madison Metropolitan School District Superintendent Carlton Jenkins’s first 
year.  WSJ 9/12 

 Congratulations to Dawn Crim who has recently been confirmed to serve on Governor Tony Evers’ cabinet as Secretary 
of the Dept. of Safety and Professional Services.  The Cap Times 9/28  

 Tim Conroy was interviewed on NBC Channel 15 about Capitol Lakes setting up a COVID-19 vaccination booster clinic 
later this fall.  9/17 

 Jeannie Cullen Schultz was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Secrets of Success: How to Make Your Way in a 
Male-Dominated Industry.”  Brava Sept/Oct 21 

 Karen Kendrick-Hands was pictured and quoted in The Rotary magazine in an article titled, “A Worldwide Force of 
Knowledge” about Rotary action groups like ESRAG and their ability to bridge gaps between various Rotary club 
projects.  Oct 21    

 Greg Mickells was pictured and quoted in an article titled, "In the 608: Beyond Books."  Madison Magazine Oct 21 
 Congratulations to Mary Ellen O’Brien who has recently been elected as co-chair of the Dane County Delegation of the 

WI Conservation Congress and chair of the statewide Environmental Committee.  9/8 
 Melanie Ramey was the speaker at the Grafarouvur Rotary Clun, Reykjavik, Iceland on August 25. 
 Charles Tubbs was interviewed by WMTV Channel 15 in a story on a memorial which honors people lost to overdose 

deaths as part of Overdose Awareness Day on August 31. 
OUR SYMPATHIES… 
 Mike Engelberger’s mother, Juanita Marie Engelberger, passed away on August 27 in Marshall.  

We extend our condolences to Mike and to his family. 
 Former members of our club recently passed away.  Gayle Langer passed away on September 

2nd. Tom Ragatz passed away on September 3rd and Norv Bernhardt passed away on September 
12th.  We extend our sympathies to their families. 
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 Oct. 3 -- Ann Cardinale -- Adm. Date:  10/6/2004   Real Estate.  FirstWeber Group, Inc.  Sgt-at-Arms 2010-11     
 Oct. 4 -- Amanda White -- Adm. Date:  9/6/2017   Consulting.  Amanda White Consulting       
 Oct. 5 -- Mike Crane -- Adm. Date:  10/3/2012   Communications.  Wisconsin Public Radio    Formerly Rotarian at 

Orlando, FL 2006-07  PHF 
 Oct. 6 -- Stephen Ehlke -- Adm. Date:  1/9/2013   Judiciary.  Dane County Circuit Court  Club Director 2020-22     
 Oct. 6 -- Gerry Ring -- Adm. Date:  8/1/1973   Real Estate.  Park Towne Development Corporation  Director 1982-84    

PHF 
 Oct. 8 -- TJ Blitz -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2011   Real Estate.  Cresa    Former member Madison East   
 Oct. 9 -- Maggie Porter Kratz -- Adm. Date:  1/8/2020   Foundations.  Madison College Foundation       
 Oct. 10 -- Ralph Hawley -- Adm. Date:  11/9/1977   Health Services-Retired.    PHF (7) 
 Oct. 10 -- Britt Peckham -- Adm. Date:  6/2/2021   Communications.  Swave Engage LLC       
 Oct. 10 -- Jane Wegenke -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2001   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.    Sgt.-at-

Arms 2004-05; Director 2008-10    PHF (7) 
 Oct. 11 -- Willie Larkin -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2017   Community Services.      Former member Auburn, AL 1992-2006; 

Madison Rotary 2008-10   
 Oct. 14 -- Bob Block -- Adm. Date:  2/6/1985   Physician-Retired.  PHF (2) 
 Oct. 14 -- Jerry Thain -- Adm. Date:  6/3/1992   Colleges & Universities-Professional School.  UW Law School  Sgt.-At-

Arms 2000-01, Director 2001-03    PHF (9) 
 Oct. 16 -- Laura Gallagher -- Adm. Date:  3/6/2019   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  The Creative Company, 

Inc.    Former member of club 2014-2018   
 Oct. 17 -- Dortz Dortzbach -- Adm. Date:  6/20/1973   Physician-Retired.    PHF 
 Oct. 18 -- Paul Riehemann -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2003   Government-State.  WI Dept of Revenue  Sgt. At Arms 2007-08; 

Director 2008-10; President 2011-12    PHF (2) 
 Oct. 18 -- Joe Sensenbrenner -- Adm. Date:  3/21/1990   Consulting.  Rooted  Director 1997-99    PHF (2) 
 Oct. 19 -- Paul Fleer -- Adm. Date:  11/1/1972   Consulting-Retired.        PHF (2) 
 Oct. 21 -- Marci Henderson -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2012   Community Services.  Girl Scouts of WI, Badgerland Council    

Former member Syracuse, NY 2000-01  PHF (3) 
 Oct. 21 -- Laura Peck -- Adm. Date:  4/5/2000   Law.  Axley Brynelson, LLP  Director 2007-09; MRF President 2005-06.    

PHF (3) 
 Oct. 21 -- Ernie Stetenfeld -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2018   Community Services.  Society of St. Vincent de Paul       
 Oct. 21 -- Charles Tubbs -- Adm. Date:  11/6/2013   Consulting.  Dane Cty Emergency Mgmt  Director 2016-18    PHF 
 Oct. 22 -- Joan Ziegler -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2015   Professional Design.  ZDA Inc.       
 Oct. 27 -- Kathy Blumreich -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2018   Financial Institutions.  Monona Bank    Former Rotarian at Neenah 

2017-18   
 Oct. 28 -- Maria Alvarez Stroud -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.  

Former club member 1987–1994   
 Oct. 29 -- Ron Thorstad -- Adm. Date:  2/19/1986   Retail-Services & Products-Retired.   PHF (6) 
 Oct. 30 -- Jason Beren -- Adm. Date:  8/3/2005   Engineering.  Pearson Engineering, LLC  Director 2015-17; Club 

President 2018-19    PHF (5) 
 Oct. 30 -- Harry Engstrom -- Adm. Date:  2/18/1981   Law-Retired.  Foley & Lardner, LLP  Director 2004-06.    PHF 
 Oct. 30 -- Bradley Hutter -- Adm. Date:  5/1/2002   Real Estate.  MIG Commercial Real Estate, LLC  Director 2009-11    

PHF (9) 
 Oct. 31 -- Chris Ivanov -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2018   Energy Services.  Madison Gas & Electric       


