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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel & Online 

(subject to change) 
 May 19 

Christopher Kolakowski   
The Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum:  Every Veteran 
is a Story 

 May 26 
Annual Scholarship 
Program (VIRTUAL) 
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During Phase-In Time, Meetings will start at 12:10pm; end by 1:05pm 
May 12 Guest Speaker is Angela Janis:  
Cannabis: The Move Towards Legalization.  
What are the Implications? 
   Cannabis has seen a rapid increase in the last decade with many 
states legalizing it for medical or recreational purposes.  This 
increase has also come with many claims about marijuana, both 
good and bad, and it can be very difficult to find accurate 
information.  In Wisconsin, we remain uncertain about the path 
forward.  Join us at next week’s Rotary meeting at the Park Hotel on May 12 when guest 
speaker, Dr. Angela Janis, will talk about the facts about cannabis and help us to separate fact from myth.  
   Angela Janis is a psychiatrist at Mendota Mental Health Institute in Madison and President-elect of the Wisconsin 
Psychiatric Association.  She graduated from Washington University in St. Louis, attended medical school at the University 
of Illinois, and completed her residency at the University of Wisconsin.  Angela previously served as Chief Medical Officer 
for Leafline Labs, one of two medical cannabis companies in Minnesota and has been providing cannabis education for over 
a decade.  She is also associated with the Wisconsin Medical Society, Wisconsin Alliance for Women's Health, Doctors for 
America, and Physicians for Reproductive Health. In addition to cannabis, her clinical interests include women’s health care, 
health disparities and harm reduction.  In her free time, Dr. Janis enjoys crafting and dabbling in quantum physics.  
   If you plan to attend our meeting in person, be sure to make a reservations as we have a capacity limit of 99 (see link 
below to register to attend in-person). 
 

 
 
 

IN-PERSON MEETING MAY 12 AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Click here to register: https://forms.gle/CKktsUaEdJijuua99    
Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is May 11 at noon. 

 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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Patrick Lucey’s Lasting Legacy for Wisconsin 
   Dennis Dresang shared the legacy of former Governor Patrick Lucey May 5.  
   “Lucey professionalized state government from part-time citizen boards to professional civil service.  He reconceptualized 
taxes and spending to the system still with us. His term saw the most productive performance period, outdoing LaFollette,” 
Dresang said. 
   Growing up in rural Ferryville, shy Lucey wasn’t charismatic. He was described as analytical, professorial and demanding 
of staff.  
   Father Gregory Charles ran the family business, asking Lucy to join.  He now faced a crossroads: business or politics?  
Faced with his fear of Joe McCarthy, Lucey chose politics.  
   In 1951, Lucey decided to marry, needing a career to support that. After turning to Jim Doyle, Sr, for advice, he became 
Dane County’s largest real estate dealer.  By 1969, when running for Governor, he’d embarked on $500 million Wexford 
Village.    
   He was a progressive, with a reputation for bipartisanship, often reaching across the aisle. His first year in office, 50 years 
ago, his first initiatives were to create the UW System and to transform state taxing and spending systems. These were 
based on changes suggested by previous Governor Warren Knowles.  
   Local taxes at that time were rising 10% annually, because municipalities were responsible for schools and other taxes 
now elsewhere. Lucey was concerned about this burden on poorer communities. He created “equalization” formulas to give 
children the same education regardless of their community. He created a machinery and equipment tax exemption saying, 
“let’s tax income, not property.”  He also developed property tax levy limits.   
   His ambitious agenda started as 24 items on one page; no-fault auto insurance was the only one not adopted during his 
term. He resigned to become Ambassador to Mexico when asked by President Carter. 
   His passion for social justice, opportunities for everyone to experience upward mobility, and problem solving are his 
legacy.   
   Dresang is Professor Emeritus and founding director of La Follette School of Public Affairs. 
   Our thanks to Dennis Dresang for his presentation this week and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article. Our 
thanks also to Mystery to Me Book Store for selling books at our club meeting as a convenience to our members. If you 
missed our meeting, you can visit Mystery to Me Book Store in person or click on this link to order it at their book store 
online:  https://www.mysterytomebooks.com/search/apachesolr_search/patrick%20lucey.  If you missed our meeting this 
week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/wagy5bpFU7M.         
 

IN-PERSON MEETINGS AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  Click here to register:  
https://forms.gle/CKktsUaEdJijuua99   

Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is May 11 at noon. 
   We are back to in-person meetings at the Park Hotel, and we will continue to livestream our meetings for anyone who 
prefers not to attend in person yet.  To attend the May 12 in-person meeting at the Park Hotel, click on this link to 
register:  https://forms.gle/CKktsUaEdJijuua99.    
  Or, you may contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 to make a reservation. Deadline for reservations is May 11 at noon.   

 During the current Phase-in stage, we can accommodate 99 people.  If we have reached our capacity, we will 
advise you via email. 
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 Food options:  Since the Park Hotel kitchen is not open until May, you can bring your own lunch and beverage or 
buy a snack bag (apple, orange, granola bar, chips, cookies and bottled water) for $5 or opt not to have lunch.  Note that 
regular meal service at the hotel will begin on May 19. 

 Attendance is optional; names of members attending will have name pre-printed name badges prepared for pick 
up at the meeting.  

To ensure that we stay as safe as possible and still meet in person: 
- If you plan to attend, remember to make a reservation online or call the office. That is very important because we 

cannot go over our limit for the room. 
- We have space for 99 people in the room instead of our normal 235+ attendance.  
- There are 3 seats at each table so we can follow the “6 feet apart” rule. 
- We preprint name badges for those who have made a reservation, and the badges are spread out so there isn’t a 

cluster of people.    
- Face masks are required.  That includes those who have been vaccinated.  If you need a mask, just ask for a mask 

at the front desk in the main lobby. 
- You do not need to be vaccinated to attend our meetings.  We are all wearing face masks and are seated at 

least six feet apart so all can safely attend. 
- Hand sanitizer stations are plentiful in the hotel. 
- The hotel’s kitchen is not yet open, so you can bring your own food and beverage in these first few weeks back to 

meeting.   
- The hotel’s valet parking is open and the cost is $6.  You’ll need to bring exact change and no credit cards yet.  

There is also plenty of parking in the ramps and on the street currently. 
 

 
 

 

Goal:  $45,000 by June 30, 2021 
Goal Per Member:  $100/member  

    
   Mary Donahue chairs this year’s Rotary International Foundation Fundraising Campaign.  During our May 5th Rotary 
meeting, it was explained that members are asked to support our two charitable Foundations.  The difference between the 
two foundations can be confusing, but here is a quick overview: 

 Local Madison Rotary Foundation:  Members receive a separate solicitation letter in late Fall. The activities of the 
Madison Rotary Foundation are directed primarily to projects and programs within the Madison area.   

   The Rotary International Foundation:  Members are asked to contribute during the campaign which we hold each 
Spring.  Members received a mailing last week about this international foundation campaign. Gifts to the Rotary 
International Foundation support sustainable projects that fit within seven focus areas, and there is detailed 
information in the mailing you received about those areas of focus.  Our Change HERstory project in Ghana is a 
good example of what your gift to the Rotary International Foundation will fund.  Our International Committee is also 
working on several new international projects, and we’ll hear more details about those projects soon. 

  Our district requires clubs to contribute an average of $100/member to be eligible for matching dollars for international 
projects.  And, matching district funds are required to receive matching funds from the Rotary International Foundation.  In 
order for our club to continue to be eligible for $75,000 in district and international matching dollars for future international 
projects undertaken by our club, members of our club must contribute a combined total of $45,000 by June 30, 2021. 
   We made the goal last year.  Please help us achieve it again this year.  Complete the pledge form you received in the mail 
and return it to the Rotary office.  If you have any questions, contact the Rotary office.  Thank you! 
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   The following, proposed as a new member, was favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

        Name                        Organization         Classification           Sponsor_______ 
        Britt Peckham           Swave Engage             Communications    Charles McLimans   
 

 
 

 Masood Akhtar’s We Are Many-United Against Hate, a project partner with PBS Wisconsin, has received a grant from Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation.  PBS Wisconsin 

 Kaleem Caire, Darin Harris and Alex Ysquierdo were mentioned in an article titled “Own It: about Building Black Wealth.”  
Madison365 4/8 

 Jason Ilstrup was quoted in an article stating that “the reimagined Downtown must look and feel different.”  WSJ 5/2 
 Martha Sullivan wrote an article for InBusiness enews titled “What ‘Nomadland’ teaches us about retirement.” 

InBusiness.com 4/29    
 

OUR SYMPATHIES… 
Paul Riehemann’s father passed away in Vermont on April 26.  We extend our sympathies to Paul and to his 
family. 
 

 

 
 

 May 9 -- Ranette Maurer -- Adm. Date:  10/3/2007   Hotels.  Hilton Madison Monona Terrace       
 May 9 -- Janet Piraino -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2012   Consulting.  State Director, US Se. Tammy Baldwin       
 May 9 -- Bob Shumaker -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2002   Law.  DeWitt LLP  Director 2013-15    PHF (11) 
 May 11 -- Rob Stroud -- Adm. Date:  11/19/1980   Law.  Stroud Willink & Howard, LLC  Director 1985-87 and 1988-91, 

President 1989-90; District Governor 2012-13.  Ass't Treasurer 2002 to date.  100% Attendance since 7/1/2001    PHF (20) 
 May 12 -- John Everitt -- Adm. Date:  1/9/1991   Manufacturing.  Stearns Packaging Corporation      PHF 
 May 12 -- Larry Konopacki -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2018   Law.  Stafford Rosenbaum, LLP       
 May 14 -- Ben Blagogee -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Physician.  SSM Health       
 May 15 -- Ellen Carlson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Community Services.  Middleton Outreach Ministry       
 May 15 -- Debra Cronmiller -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Community Services.  League of Women Voters of Wisconsin    Former 

Rotarian at Oshkosh 1995-99; Appleton 2013-15   
 May 15 -- Allen Ebert -- Adm. Date:  11/2/2016   Arts-Performing.  Children's Theater of Madison    Former member at 

LaCrosse 2005-08 and Madison 2009-11   
 May 15 -- Walt Stewart -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2018   Law.  W.R. Stewart & Associates, S.C.      


