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March 17: State Superintendent of Public Instruction Candidates
Join us next week online on March 17 for a debate between the candidates running for
Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public Instruction in the general election on April 6. The
moderator for this debate will be fellow Rotarian Dawn Crim.
Deborah Kerr served as Superintendent of Brown Deer School District.
She earned her Doctorate of Education Leadership from National-Louis
University; a Master of Education from the University of Alaska-Fairbanks;
and a Bachelor of Arts & Science from Valparaiso University. Promoting
global citizenship and cultivating 21st-century skills for her students has
always been a hallmark of her leadership. She is also committed to
continuous improvement in all aspects of the school organization.
Jill Underly is currently serving as the Superintendent of Pecatonica
School District. She holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Educational
Leadership & Policy Analysis from UW-Madison; a Master’s degree in
Educational Administration and licensure in Educational Administration
from Indiana University-Purdue University; a Master’s degree in Secondary
Education Curriculum and Instruction also from Indiana University-Purdue
University; and a Bachelor’s degree in History and Sociology from Indiana
University. She is committed to ensuring that every child, every day, has
the opportunity for a first-class public education in the State of Wisconsin.

Upcoming Online
Rotary Programs








(subject to change)

March 24
Zach Brandon
There is Light in the
Darkness
March 31
Ruben Anthony
Economic
Development and
Wealth Building on
Madison’s Southside
April 7
Jason Beloungy
Going Beyond
Compliance for
Accessibility and
Inclusion
April 14
Jason Fields
We Must Not Accept
Complacency

Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am. You can connect
with other Rotary members for virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online
meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am – 11:55 am. If you would like to attend, use the
link in the Wednesday morning email. No reservations required. We hope to see you there!
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The 2020 Election’s Effect on US Foreign Policy
This week, UW-Madison Professor Jon Pevehouse provided an analysis of the Trump Administration’s major foreign
policy initiatives and how the outcome of this past November’s election is affecting American foreign policy going forward.
The Professor started by commenting on the two overarching differences between the present administration and the last:
1) Staffing: President Trump understaffed diplomatic roles and left many gaps, signaling our priorities. President Biden has
since ramped up diplomatic staffing; and 2) Stability: Under the last administration, foreign policy could change with a tweet.
Under the current administration, that will not be the case, which will lend itself to increased foreign trust.
Professor Pevehouse then went on to outline some of the largest foreign policy facing us now:
- China – Tensions between the U.S. and China are higher than they have been in some time, due to the selfproclaimed Trade War that President Trump imposed. Currently, we are part of Phase 1 Deal, as China agreed to
buy certain supplies from America. They have not kept their part of the bargain to date, so President Biden needs to
consider next steps. He will likely try to work with other countries to get help, rather than go it alone. Other issues
around China include security in the South China Sea and Human Rights violations.
- Middle East – There has been much back and forth regarding our involvement with the Iran Nuclear Deal over the
past administrations, and Prof. Pevehouse sees this continuing into the future, since incentives to reach an
agreement going forward simply aren’t there for Iran.
- Europe – Although it would seem natural that America and the EU would have better relations than we did under
the Trump Administration, it likely won’t be lockstep immediately. The EU and China have a deal that allows them a
leg up on investing in China, which they’d need to give up if they wanted to work closer with the U.S. again.
Hopefully over time, this will improve.
- COVID-19 – The World Trade Association is trying to find middle ground regarding importing and exporting vaccine,
as they hope to balance intellectual property and access. They are currently looking at licensing the vaccine to
other countries so they can be manufactured locally.
The presentation today really illustrated the connectedness of the world and helped to illustrate the different perspective of
the respective administrations.
Our thanks to Prof. Jon Pevehouse for his presentation this week and to Jessika Kasten for preparing this review article.
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/aXgm9YdoHe8.








Jessica Cavazos was quoted in an article titled, “Dreams on the Line, Many Business Owners of Color Were
Already Operating With Little Room for Error and then the pandemic hit.” The CapTimes 3/3
Willie Larkin was quoted in an article about Edgewood College’s continued search for vice president positions and
interim diversity efforts. On the Edge News 3/7
Charles McLimans was interviewed about the journey that brought him to becoming CEO of Holy Wisdom
Monastery in an article titled, “Land As Sanctuary.” Our Lives Magazine March/April
Greg Mickells was quoted in an article about planning for when the Madison Public Library will reopen to the
public. WSJ 3/8
Gloria Reyes said she finds hope in how the community has rallied around students during the past year while
Madison schools have been virtual due to the pandemic. WSJ 3/7
Genia Stevens has been appointed to the Rock County Board of Supervisors. Madison365.com 3/5
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When Will We Be Getting Back to In-Person Meetings?
Presented by Jason Ilstrup – March 10, 2021
This month’s “Ask Jorge” Question: Hey Jorge, with the new Forward Dane plan, when are we going to get back to inperson Rotary luncheons?
Rotary member Jason Ilstrup was asked to help answer this question, and here is his response:
Can you believe it was exactly one year ago this week that we were all sitting at a luncheon at the Park Hotel, and we
heard the news that the UW Madison campus was sending students home and closing due to the pandemic. March 11 th,
2020, was our last in-person Rotary meeting together.
So much has happened over the past year, but as president of Downtown Madison, Inc. and a member of this Rotary
Club, I am here to tell you that I am optimistic about the future of downtown and about the future of Rotarians meeting
together in person again soon.
Our club leaders are in conversation with The Park Hotel, and our Club Board of Directors will be talking about it at their
next board meeting.
We are indebted to Brian Basken and Jason Beren at Pearson Engineering for creating a “Rotary Livestreaming” studio
which has kept our club connected while we have to be apart. Brian and Jason will assist in getting us set-up when we are
back to in-person meetings for hybrid meetings moving forward. We will to continue to livestream the meeting for any
member who is not yet comfortable meeting in person.
During the transitional time of going back to in-person meetings, attendance will not be taken. We will wait until we are
beyond the pandemic. We do not want anyone to be required to attend a meeting until they are absolutely comfortable.
Here’s where you as Rotarians come in. As our board discusses this topic early next month, we’d like input from you.
If you have questions or comments as planning begins for in-person meetings, contact President Jorge or contact the
Rotary office.
They will keep us informed as they learn more, and I look forward to seeing all of you in person soon. I also encourage
you to visit downtown businesses. They’ve had a rough time, but we are very optimistic about the future of our wonderful
downtown Madison and our Rotary Club. Thank you.

On March 10, Madison Rotary Foundation President Martha Vukelich-Austin called the annual Madison Rotary
Foundation meeting to order for the purpose of electing three new trustees. The election was conducted electronically due
to the pandemic. The following members will serve four-year terms on the Madison Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees
beginning July 1:

Joe Loehnis
Oscar Mireles
Jeff Tews
These newly elected trustees will join the following continuing trustees in the 2021-2022 Rotary year: Linda Baldwin,
Brian Basken, Doug Dittmann, Mike Gotzler, Mark Greene, Jenni Jeffress, Andrea Kaminski, Sandy Morales, Valerie
Renk and Charles Tubbs. Current club president Jorge Hidalgo will automatically begin a two-year term on the board of
trustees as of July 1 as well.
Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │ Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164 Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org

Page 3 of 5

2021 Top Ten Spellers Honored
Even during the pandemic, our club continued its long standing tradition which dates back to the 1960’s of recognizing the
Top Ten Spellers in the All City Spelling Bee during our Rotary luncheon this week. Dave Billing, chair of our Youth
Awards Committee, virtually introduced this year’s Top Ten Spellers: Vincent Bautista, Kenzo-Samuel Dieudonne
Watchou, Ellie Griffin, Maya Hadhav, Molly Horowitz, Easton Janisch, Yonatan Kahsai, Saki Kasahra, Emma
Kidarsa and Aiden Vijeyakulasuriya.
Each student was sent a small gift from our club, and the top three received plaques.
Our thanks to Gayle Worland, Spelling Bee Director, who helped coordinate the top ten spellers virtual appearance at our
meeting and who provided the photos.
Congratulations to the Top Ten Spellers!

Remember to set your clock
ahead one hour on March 14th
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Mar. 14 -- Mike Gotzler -- Adm. Date: 5/6/2009 Law. Littler Mendelson PHF
Mar. 15 -- Brian Miller -- Adm. Date: 6/7/2017 Health Services. Former Rotary member 2005-08
Mar. 15 -- Nan Zimdars -- Adm. Date: 7/13/1988 Brokerage & Investments-Retired. Director 1994-96 PHF (4)
Mar. 16 -- Terry Heinrichs -- Adm. Date: 6/13/2001 Brokerage & Investments. Merrill Lynch Director 2012-14
PHF (3)
Mar. 16 -- Fred Mohs -- Adm. Date: 5/31/1978 Law. Mohs, Widder & Paradise PHF (6)
Mar. 18 -- Joe Bartol -- Adm. Date: 4/5/2017 Law. Willink & Howard, LLC
Mar. 18 -- Scott Forester -- Adm. Date: 4/3/2019 Business Services & Supplies.
Mar. 18 -- Sean Morrison -- Adm. Date: 6/3/2015 Health Services. Heartland Hospice Care
Mar. 19 -- Greg Frank -- Adm. Date: 4/1/2009 Retail-Services & Products. Food Fight Restaurant Group
Treasurer 2017 to date Former member of club 1995-96 & WT-Middleton 2005-07 PHF (3)
Mar. 19 -- Perry Henderson -- Adm. Date: 3/25/1981 Physician-Retired. Director 1995-97; President 1997-98;
District Governor 2002-03; 100% Attendance since 3/25/1981 PHF (11)
Mar. 19 -- Dan Larson -- Adm. Date: 5/6/1998 Financial Institutions-Retired. Treasurer 2003-17; Director 200810; Asst. Treasurer 2017 to date PHF (2)
Mar. 19 -- Tim Stadelman -- Adm. Date: 6/5/2002 Construction-Retired. Sgt-at-Arms 2011-12; Director 201214; Vice President 2013-14; President 2014-15 PHF (6)
Mar. 20 -- Dave Stark -- Adm. Date: 3/10/1982 Real Estate. Stark Company Realtors Director 1994-96 PHF
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