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Upcoming Online 
Rotary Programs 

(subject to change) 
 March 17 

Deb Kerr and Jill 
Underly 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
Candidates Forum 

 March 24 
Zach Brandon 
Economic Update from 
Greater Madison 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

 March 31 
Ruben Anthony 
Economic 
Development and 
Wealth Building on 
Madison’s Southside 
 

 
 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for March 5, 2021 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

 

 
 

March 10: Prof. Jon Pevehouse to Speak on Election’s Influence 
on U.S. Foreign Policy 

   Join us next Wednesday, March 10, online when guest speaker UW-
Madison Professor Jon Pevehouse will provide an analysis of the 
Trump Administration’s major foreign policy initiatives and how the 
outcome of this past November’s election will affect American foreign 
policy going forward in a Biden Administration. 
   Jon Pevehouse is the Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor in 
Political Science and Public Policy at UW-Madison. His research 
interests are in the field of international relations (international 
organizations, trade agreements, American foreign policy) and political 
methodology (time series analysis). He has received several teaching 

awards, including the Chancellor’s Distinguished Teaching Award. He is the recipient of the 
Karl Deutsch Award, an international award given to the scholar under age 40 who has made 
the most significant contribution to the study of international relations. He has also served as 
the editor of the leading professional journal in the field, International Organization. 
 

 
 

   Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am.  You can connect 
with other Rotary members for virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online 
meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am – 11:55 am.  If you would like to attend, use the 
link in the Wednesday morning email.   No reservations required.  We hope to see you there! 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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Jim Fleming:  A Familiar Voice on WPR 
   At this week’s Downtown Rotary meeting, the iconic Jim Fleming reflected on his career at WPR that spanned over five 
decades. Although Jim may not look familiar, his voice is instantly recognizable as long time host of programs such as, 
“Chapter A Day” and “To the Best of Our Knowledge.” Jim came to Madison with his family in 1964, when his dad, Robben 
Fleming, accepted a Provost position at the University of Wisconsin. His mother, a violinist, helped to shape and instill his love 
for music from a very young age. 
   WHA, which later became WPR, began on campus in 1912 and is one of the oldest radio stations in the country. Since its 
inception, many things at WPR have changed, but it’s devotion to the Wisconsin Idea has always remained steadfast. WPR 
believed that the boundaries of the University were the boundaries of the state and for many years, they aired UW lectures to 
give access, exposure and opportunities to those in more rural areas of Wisconsin.  
   In 1967, The Corporation of Public Broadcast Act spurred national public TV, as well as national public radio. WHA was 
proud to help shape NPR by providing many staff to help it launch, including their initial program director and music director. 
In the mid-1970s, one of the biggest changes occurred at WPR when they moved from a single service carrier to a two 
services carrier. The split separated out the Ideas Network (talk services) & Music & News Service, into the framework that 
remains today. 
   When looking forward, Jim feels that the generosity, dedication and loyalty of listeners and business donors will continue to 
help them survive. Generally about 75% of operating funds comes from these two sources. Going forward, Jim also feels that 
WPR must remain committed to honoring diversity in it’s book selections, and admits there is still much work to be done on 
this front. Although they have made advances in sharing stories from a woman’s point of view, they must continue to look for 
additional voices that ring true. As anticipated, Jim is a big believer in the power of story, and encourages all leaders to 
consider storytelling as a tool whenever they need to be persuasive. Telling people the why and why it matters is crucial to a 
compelling argument. 
   Our thanks to Jim Fleming for his presentation this week and to Jessika Kasten for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/S3_nx0_i7Ic. 
    
 

 
 
   Alex Vitanye, our Rotaract Advisory Committee Chair, reminds members that you are welcome to join in upcoming UW 
Rotaract Club meetings: 

 March 10, 7-8PM, Social Event.  The UW Rotaract Club is hosting a social event via Zoom with guest speaker 
Wausau Rotarian Dave Anderson.   

 March 29, 7PM Rotaract Meeting.   Guest speaker is TBD.  
 April 19, 7PM Rotaract Meeting.  Our club member LJ Charleston will be the guest speaker.  This meeting will 

feature breakout sessions to create an opportunity for in-depth discussion. 
   Contact the Rotary office to sign up and to receive the Zoom link for any or all of these upcoming Rotaract meetings. 
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   Jason M. Fields has been loaned the classification of Associations - Business & Professional and is 
president of the Madison Region Economic Partnership.  Prior to joining MadREP, he was a 
Wisconsin State Legislator.  He is a native of Milwaukee and lives there with his wife, LaTasha, on 
North 55th Street.  Jason holds a Bachelor’s degree in business management from Cardinal Stritch 
University.  He has worked as a financial advisor, investment advisor, personal banker, credit union 
branch manager and investment banking associate.  He has published several books; some of which 
focus on financial topics for beginners.  Jason also hosts a weekly radio show, The Financial Promise, 
30 minutes of Power with Jason Fields on the largest Christian radio station in Wisconsin.  He is a 
certified financial education instructor and certified capital raising specialist.  Ron Luskin is Jason’s 
sponsor. 

 
   Peter Gray has been loaned the classification of Business Services & Supplies and is owner of Peter 
Gray Executive Search.  He was born in Queens, New York, and came to Madison in 2005.  Peter is 
married to Jennifer Uphoff Gray, and they live on Marathon Drive in Madison.  They have 3 teenage 
children.  Peter holds a Bachelor’s degree in visual and environmental studies from Harvard University 
and an MBA degree from Columbia Business School.  He volunteers for the Boys & Girls Club of Dane 
County and chairs their annual fundraiser called Move for Boys & Girls Clubs.  He has also served on 
the board for the Wisconsin Bike Federation and is proud to have helped launch Free Bikes 4 Kidz in 
Madison as a founding board chair of the Madison Chapter.  He enjoys bicycling, playing the guitar and 
photography.  His sponsor is Ron Luskin.  

 
    
   Kyle S. Nondorf has been loaned the classification of Health Services and is president of SSM Health 
St. Mary’s Hospital - Madison.  He was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and came to Madison in 
December of 2019 with his wife, Elizabeth.  They make their home on Kilarney Way in Waunakee and 
have 2 children.  Kyle holds a bachelor’s degree in health and sports sciences and an MHA degree from 
the University of Oklahoma.  He is a member of the American College of Healthcare Executives.  He 
enjoys spending time with his family, traveling and sports.  His sponsor is Ron Luskin. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
   As a reminder, our Rotary Club of Madison membership roster is for Rotary purposes only.  
   The Board of Directors reminds you that this official directory of the Rotary Club of Madison is not for distribution to non-
Rotarians, nor is it to be used as a commercial mailing list.  Therefore, Rotarians will not use or make it possible for anyone to 
use the director for commercial or non-Rotary purposes. 
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   During our March 3 Rotary meeting, Member Recruitment Sub-Committee Chair Charles McLimans took a few minutes to 
encourage members to continue to think about leaders in our community who would make good additions to our Rotary 
membership.  
   He also thanked the following members for bringing in new members this past year, even during the pandemic: 
 

 
 

 
 

   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 
                        Name          Organization                             Classification               Sponsor/s                                  

Gibart, Tony Midwest Environmental Advocates Law Charles McLimans 
Moffit, Anna NAMI Dane County Community Services Scott Strong,  Lynn Brady 

 
 

 
 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following for their generous 
contributions:  In memory of Phil Levy:  Masood Akhtar, Marv & Susan Busta, Lew Harned, Paul Hoffmann, Ron Luskin, Jim 
& Carol Ruhly and Majid Sarmadi.  In Memory of Peter Eichman:  Jim & Carol Ruhly.  
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 Renee Moe and Bob Sorge were quoted in an article about the impact the Pandemic is having on local nonprofits.  
In Business EZine Feb. 18 

 
Our Sympathies… 
   Denis Collins passed away on February 26 after a long battle with cancer.  He was 65 years old.  Denis 
was a business ethics professor at Edgewood College.  He was named an honorary member of our Rotary 
Club in 2017 for his extensive volunteer efforts in helping create the ethical dilemmas for our annual ethics 
symposium for high school juniors.  We extend our sympathies to Denis's wife, Dianne, and to their family.    
 

 
 

 Mar. 10 -- Jessika Kasten -- Adm. Date:  6/5/2019   Health Services.  UnityPoint Health-Meriter       
 Mar. 10 -- Kathy Koritzinsky -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2013   Education.  PLACES International, LLC       
 Mar. 11 -- Valerie Kazamias -- Adm. Date:  9/14/1988   Consulting.  Kazamias and Associates  100% Attendance 

since 9/14/1988    PHF (2) 
 Mar. 11 -- Barb Wiley -- Adm. Date:  1/5/2005   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.     PHF 
 Mar. 12 -- Sara DeTienne -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2007   Foundations.  UW Foundation, Dept. of Neurological Surgery  

Director 2019-21     
 Mar. 13 -- Mike Wenzel -- Adm. Date:  10/1/2008   Business Services & Supplies.  Name Badge Productions       

 
 

 

 


