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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel (subject to change) 
 June 30 

Changing of the Guard & 
Year-End Rotary Program 

 July 7 
NO MEETING 

 July 14 
Christina Brungardt 
MM0CA:  
Transformative 
Experiences at the 
Museum 

 July 21 
Kurt Kiefer 
Rural Broadband:  
Closing the Digital Gap 
for Schools & Libraries 

 
 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for June 25, 2021 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

 

June 30 at Park Hotel 
Changing of the Guard & Year-End Rotary Program 

                                                        
    
 

 
 
 
 

   Another Rotary year is coming to a close, and next Wednesday, June 30, at the Park 
Hotel, we will bid farewell to Jorge Hidalgo as club president.  We thank Jorge for his 
service over this past year while our community was moving through the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and our weekly club meetings were moved to online presentations.  
Next week, during our June 30 Rotary meeting, Jorge hands the gavel to incoming 
president, Teresa Holmes.  Following this club tradition, we will take a look at the year in 
review and highlight key accomplishments.    

   We hope you’ll join us at the Park Hotel for this special year-end meeting!     
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to be sure to include them when 
registering online.   
 
 

If you plan to attend our meeting on June 30, make a reservation by using 
the link on the next page.  Meeting time is 12:10pm to 1:05pm.   

Unable to attend?  Watch this program and other past speakers on our 
club’s YouTube Channel.   

Weekly videos are posted on Fridays. 

 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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RESERVATION REQUIRED TO ATTEND JUNE 30 MEETING AT PARK HOTEL 
Click here to register:   https://forms.gle/XNjph6DbfUEh9s7R6   
Deadline for reservations is noon on Tuesday, June 29. 
Meal Payment:  Because we did not charge for meals for the current six-
month period that runs through June 30, members will be required to 
either pay $18 when registering or ask to have it billed to the next dues 
billing as part of the registration form. 

 

 
 

New Police Chief Brings His Goals for a Better Community to Madison 
   Why would Madison’s new Chief of Police of four months, Shon Barnes, spend most of his allotted speaking time 
presenting his journey from child to Chief? 
   By doing so, Barnes not only shared his vision for our Madison force, but also how this vision became to be. 
   Barnes wanted to serve in order to help others.  This he learned from his father, an automobile mechanic who developed 
a successful small business without advertising but on trust:  repair costs without overpricing, transparency of diagnosis, 
dependable delivery, and word of mouth. 
   His college history major and four years teaching it gave him a long-view perspective, backward and forward.  He’s still 
learning about the legacy and power of history.  In fact . . . 
   One of his most significant life events was a personal journey to Selma, Alabama with two officer friends.  They came to 
Selma, read archival materials, crossed the infamous Edmund Pettus Bridge of Bloody Sunday of March 7, 1965 history, 
and then walked 54 miles to Montgomery. 
   During his walk, he learned that people want to be seen and to participate; they want to be heard; they were accountable 
for the welfare of the three walkers; and the world is not as divided as it is often portrayed to be. 
   Barnes translated his life’s experiences into practice:  trust, active listening, transparency, accountability, the use of 
technology to increase efficiency, avoidance of over-policing, and—as he learned as a Rotarian— “being nice for no 
reason”. 
   Barnes’ goal?  Madison’s police force will be the national model for exceptional policing. 
   Our thanks to Police Chief Barnes for his presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown for preparing this review article.  
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/9FrhUD8GDOo. 
 

 
 
Dinner & Discussion Fellowship Meets Monthly 
   Our club’s Dinner & Discussion Fellowship meets every month to share 
a meal, and the discussion topics are determined by the attendees at the 
time of the meeting.  All topics and points of view are welcomed!  This 
photo was taken at the group’s gathering on June 17 at Janine 
O’Rourke’s home.    
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Rotarian Interview Series 
   Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.”  To help reinforce this message and to help us connect, President 
Jorge Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to help make connections among members 
stronger.  During this Rotary year, Jorge has invited new members to be part of this process by asking them to interview 
longer tenured members to get to know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our 
Rotary meetings.  We are scheduling one of these introductions per month.  We hope this is a way for all of our members to 
have an opportunity to get to know each other better. 

  This month, Kendall Kolb interviewed long-time Rotarian Angela Bartell.   Kendall holds a 
bachelor’s degree in education from Edgewood College and is director of business development for 
Kraus-Anderson Construction Company. He is a member of the Commercial Brokers Group Madison, 
Smart Growth Greater Madison, Downtown Madison, Inc. and Greater Madison Chamber of 
Commerce.   
   Here’s Kendall’s summary of his interview with Angela Bartell: 

     Angela Bartell is nothing short of accomplished.  Angela grew up north of Milwaukee in 
Glendale, and attended Nicolet High School.  Her father was a doctor that made house calls, 
and her mother was an artist and musician. She started playing piano when she was three 
and picked up oboe and guitar. In 1964, she was crowned Miss Wisconsin. Angela attended 
UW-Madison and initially majored in Psychology with a minor in German. There she met a law 
student, Jeff, whom she eventually married, and decided to go into law.   
   Angela worked as a clerk for one year before joining a private law firm as an attorney for six 
years. She became a judge in 1978 and served for 30 years.  
   Angela was one of the first women Rotarians in 1987.  She got into Rotary because it was a 
time when women were striving for acceptance. Men had clubs where they were gaining 
success through relationships, so why couldn’t women do the same.  Angela was the club’s 
president in 2002.  One her favorite events that has occurred over the years as a Rotarian is the SummerPalooza festival on 
the square.  She is hopeful that the celebration will be back soon. 
   Now retired, Angela enjoys anything outdoors. Having spent a large portion of her life inside at desks and in court rooms 
has made her really appreciate the outdoors.  She loves to hike, swim and bike with her husband. She still has her 
enjoyment for music and is six months into learning how to play the fiddle.  
   She is proud to be married to her husband, Jeff, for 53 years and to have raised five children while in a demanding career.  
Along with her five children, she also has ten grandchildren.  
   Angela gives two pieces of advice for new and/or young members.  First, stay in downtown Rotary for a long time. You will 
gain many long term friendships with people you might not have ever met otherwise.  Secondly, participate in activities 
outside of your comfort zone and expand your network.  
 

 
 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following for their generous 
contributions:  Laura Peck – in memory of Phil Levy, Jim & Carol Ruhly – in memory of Tom Ullsvik and Ken Schmitt, and 
Bea Kabler. 
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 Congratulations to LJ Charleston who has recently been named UW-Madison’s Chief Diversity Officer.  WSJ 6/23 
 Oscar Mireles was pictured and quoted in the “Word of Mouth” column of the Isthmus on the work of Synergy 

Coworking in Madison.  6/15 
 Carmen Porco was mentioned in an article titled, “Raising a Community: Community Learning Centers Play a 

Critical Role for the People Who Live and Work There.”  Madison Magazine Jul 21 
 James Tye was interviewed on Channel 3000 about the water quality in Madison’s lakes and what can be done.  

6/21 
 

 
GET WELL SOON WISHES… 
Debbie Biddle is recovering from hip replacement surgery this week.  We wish her a speedy recovery! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 June 27 -- Jed Engeler -- Adm. Date:  5/7/2008   Physician-Retired.   PHF 
 June 28 -- Renee Moe -- Adm. Date:  7/6/2005   Community Services.  United Way of Dane County  Director 2011-

13; President 2013-14    PHF (4) 
 June 28 -- Sally Jo Spaeni -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Government-Local.  City of Madison Senior Center       
 June 30 -- Michael May -- Adm. Date:  10/1/2003   Law.  Boardman & Clark, LLP  MRF President 2015-16; 

Director 2017-19    PHF (4) 
 June 30 -- Lee Schwartz -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2014   Accounting.  SVA Certified Public Accountants, S.C.       
 July 2 -- Steve Goldberg -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2003   Foundations-Retired.    Director 2006-08     
 July 2 -- Oscar Mireles -- Adm. Date:  5/1/2013   Community Services.  Omega School  Director 2016-18  

Formerly Rotarian at Madison 1994-99   
 July 3 -- Annette Hellmer -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Financial Institutions.  Johnson Financial Group       
 July 3 -- Patrick Marsden -- Adm. Date:  6/4/2003   Insurance.  State Farm Insurance    Formerly Rotarian at 

Sycamore, IL 1987- 2001  PHF (3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


