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January 20: Anne Strainchamps
"How To Be Curious And Why It Matters" -- Lessons in Lifetime
Learning from a Veteran Public Radio Host and Producer

Upcoming Online
Rotary Programs


(subject to change)

January 27
Brad Binkowski
American Exchange
Project
February 3
Jess Carrier
Wisconsin’s Gaming
Culture
February 10
Tommy Thompson
Major Issues Facing
UW System and
Higher Education in
Wisconsin Post
Pandemic

“I have no special talents,” Albert Einstein once said. “I am only
passionately curious.”
You don’t have to be an Einstein to experience the life-enhancing

benefits of curiosity. Research tells us it’s a key to learning that’s also
linked to emotional and psychological well-being. Curiosity makes the
world feel bigger. It’s an antidote to boredom and a fast track to wonder.
It drives innovation. And it might be the trait we need most right now, to
heal our political divisions — because curiosity also melts anger.

What does it look like to actively cultivate curiosity as a professional
skill and even a way of life? Join us next week online on January 20 at
noon when veteran public radio host and producer Anne Strainchamps
tells stories and shares lessons learned from more than 30 years of asking novelists and poets,
scientists and engineers, filmmakers and philosophers, artists and activists “why?”
Anne Strainchamps is the host and managing editor of To The Best Of Our Knowledge, the
Peabody Award-winning national public radio show and podcast produced in Madison, WI. She cofounded the show in 1990, along with Steve Paulson and Jim Fleming. It has been a staple of public broadcasting's weekend schedule
for more than 30 years. Strainchamps was also the founding producer of Wisconsin Life, another award-winning audio series
celebrating unique, distinctive and cherished aspects of Wisconsin -- now also a public television program. She began her career at
National Public Radio in Washington DC, and was one of the original producers of WAMU's Diane Rehm Show, a daily public affairs
call-in show that became one of public broadcasting's most listened-to programs. At WPR, she has been a reporter, editor, news
director, and live talk show host. She is married to Steve Paulson, her partner in radio and in life.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am. You can connect with other Rotary members for
virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am – 11:55 am. If you would like
to attend, use the link in the Wednesday morning email. No reservations required. We hope to see you there!
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Behind the Scenes of The Niceties
The impetus for Eleanor Burgess’s play The Niceties was a 2015 incident at Yale, Eleanor’s Alma mater, that involved a
disagreement between faculty, administrators and students about whether Yale should be setting guidelines about which
Halloween costumes are appropriate. Those in favor of guidance were trying to ward off controversies over students seen
in black face, or stereotypical Native American costumes. Those opposed believed one of the purposes of college is for
kids to learn to self regulate and make their own decisions.
Friends lost the ability to talk to each other as the controversy continued. While this is common today, it was unique in
2015. People felt the need to pick a side: the university doesn’t have the responsibility to coddle whining snowflakes vs.
there should be consequences of making students of color feel uncomfortable.
After two months of obsessively reading op/eds about the incident in her pajamas, Eleanor realized this incident should
become a play.
Eleanor said she naively thought the play would be out of date by the time it was produced. But in today’s era of Trump,
and the killing of George Floyd, we are still having these conversations. The difference is, in the play, the professor and
student have faith and admiration for each other and believe they can change each other’s minds if they just make the right
arguments. Today, we would back out of those conversations much faster and realize it’s hopeless.
Eleanor hopes we can learn to talk together again – to thread the needle and realize that two things can both be true at
the same time. In the play, the professor says, “no matter how much we disagree, we’re still stuck in a country together.”
But today, we don’t even share the same reality or set of facts. Eleanor believes we can’t live this way forever. Restoring our
capacity to have conversations with people we disagree with is not just a nicety, it is a fundamental necessity.
Our thanks to Eleanor Burgess for speaking this week and to club member Julie Swenson who interviewed her. We also
thank Janet Piraino for preparing this review article. If you missed our meeting, you can watch it here:
https://youtu.be/SkGEtyy_sCE.

An Invitation for Club Members from Our Special Events Fellowship
In addition to having The Niceties Playwright Eleanor Burgess as our speaker this week, members
are invited to virtually “attend” Forward Theater’s Production of the play. It will be performed by
Samantha Newcomb and Sarah Day and directed by Jen Uphoff Gray and Dimonte Henning. Tickets
may be purchased online here: https://tickets.overture.org/6440/7161?promo=ftcrotarynice.
Cost is $30/ticket. If you purchase a ticket, you can view the play at any time between Jan. 22 and
Feb. 4, and you will be invited to the Exclusive for Rotary Members Only: Talkback Session with the
Artistic Team on February 4 at 7pm. This will be an opportunity to engage Rotarians in a community
discussion about the inequality/opportunity gap. NOTE: Ticket buyers--including subscribers--will be
given access to a virtual lobby. That lobby will also have a talkback link. While it will be the same link
for all patrons, Rotary members will know to access it on February 4 th at 7:00 pm.
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We are sorry to report the death of long-time member Paul Jensen who passed away on January 5th
at the age of 92. Paul was president of Capital Steel and Supply Company in Madison. He joined our
Rotary Club in 1960, and he was previously a Rotarian in Adrian, Michigan, and Northfield, Minnesota.
He was also a Paul Harris Fellow.
We extend our sympathies to Paul’s family.
Our Rotary Club has made a $100 gift to the Madison Rotary Foundation to establish a memorial fund
in Paul’s name. If you would like to make a gift to this fund, you may send your contribution to the
Madison Rotary Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703.

This week, we welcomed Dan Olson back to our Rotary Club. He has been loaned the classification of
Education and is Superintendent of Monona Grove School District. He was previously a member of our
club for 5 years. Tim Stadelman is his sponsor.
Welcome back, Dan!

We are wrapping up this year’s Community Grants Campaign next week. The total raised to date is $135,175.92.
Please mail your contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week.
Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign:
 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703.
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option.
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard).

How Are Rotary Scholars Selected?
Presented by Laura Peck, Scholarship Committee Chair – Jan. 13, 2021
This month’s “Ask Jorge” Question pertains to how our Rotary scholars are selected and how the process will work during
the pandemic. Our Rotary Scholarship Committee Chair Laura Peck presented a report on this topic as follows:
We have a committee of seven members. They serve three-year staggered terms, and one member serves as chair—
that’s me for a three-year term--to help provide continuity for the important work of this committee. I’m in my second year as
chair.
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We work with the four Madison public high schools as well as Shabazz and Edgewood high schools. The school
counselors submit a set number of applications based on their school enrollment totals, and we also factor in the number of
students who are eligible for the free or reduced lunch program.
Eligible students are those in need of substantial financial support to be able to attend college. Their grade point average
must be at least 3.0 or good enough to assure acceptance to a two-year college transfer or four-year college or university.
They must be recognized for outstanding character traits such as showing leadership, being conscientious, and showing
perseverance and empathy for others. They must also be involved in community service, school activities or helping with
family needs.
If a student qualifies based on this information, they must complete a lengthy application form. They must also include
their high school transcript, write a personal essay and include three letters of recommendation. We also request financial
information from the parents or guardians to determine how much assistance students will receive from family support. Our
Scholarship Committee reviews all of this information for each applicant in detail and conducts a personal interview of all 35
applicants. From those interviews, the committee will select 25 students who will receive scholarships. It’s such a
rewarding experience to serve on this committee and to meet such outstanding students. We are grateful for the donors
who make these scholarships possible, and scholarships range from $1,000 up to about $10,000 per year for four years.
The amount depends on their level of need and also how much they are receiving in other scholarships and awards. Our
committee tries to fill the gap for these students who have substantial financial need.
As far as the pandemic, our process remains basically the same, but we have of course moved to online meetings. We
have had committee meetings and a meeting with the high school counselors via Zoom. We will also conduct the student
interviews via Zoom this spring.
We look forward to introducing the 2021 class of Rotary scholars to you in May, and let’s hope it can be done in person
this year.

Last week, we would have held our annual Rotary Scholar Mentor Group event and had scholars joining us for lunch. At
that luncheon, we would have announced our annual Kay Scholar Grant recipients. Since we weren’t able to hold that
annual event, I wanted to share that news with you today.
Two very generous donors to our scholarship program have been Lori and Arlan Kay. Lori was a long-time member of our
club who passed away in October. She and her husband, Arlan, who is a member of the Oregon Rotary Club, have had a
tireless commitment to education.
They established the Kay Family Scholarship Fund within the Madison Rotary Foundation in 2015. The fund provides
one-time grants to Rotary scholars who need funding beyond the eight semesters of scholarship payments they are
receiving through our Madison Rotary Foundation Scholarship program.
Sometimes a scholar needs additional credits beyond four years or an opportunity arises...such as a certificate
program...where our Rotary Scholar, by participating in it, will be better prepared for pursuing a higher degree and graduate
school. I am pleased to announce the newest recipients of the Kay Family Scholarship.
Eric Cefalu is a December 2020 graduate of the UW-Madison. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil and
Environmental Engineering and has accepted a position at TRC Environmental Services in Madison as an
entry-level environmental staff engineer. Because Eric added a Computer Science minor, he needed one
additional semester to obtain this degree. A $1,000 Madison Rotary Foundation Kay grant was used towards
the expenses of this 9th semester.
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Dominique Petty earned a Bachelor’s degree in Neurobiology in December 2020. He has been on the
Dean’s List at the UW-Madison every semester of college, and he received a research fellowship for a lab in
cardiology. His $1,675 Kay grant helped fund his 9th semester and will help offset medical school application
fees. He plans to work full time as a research assistant until he starts medical school this fall.
As you can see by the 2020 Kay grant recipients, they have bright futures ahead.
We applaud Lori and Arlan Kay for making these grants possible for Eric and Dominique. Thank you.
-- Laura Peck, Scholarship Committee Chair

Our Community Projects Committee Announces the Following Volunteer Opportunity:
Thursday, January 28 – 12:30pm – 4:00pm -- Second Harvest Foodbank
Our Community Projects Committee is seeking volunteers who will be getting food and other
products ready for distribution to Second Harvest Foodbank partner agencies – food pantries,
shelters, meal sites, etc. Your tasks may include sorting, labeling, packaging food to family-friendly
portions, and cleaning the work area following the project. We have space for 10 volunteers.
All safety guidelines will be followed, including face masks and social distancing, during this
volunteer activity.
Contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 to sign-up.





Masood Akhtar was interviewed about the mobs at the US Capitol Building on January 6 th. Channel3000
Megan Ballard and her fiancé, Sam, had a baby girl, Eleanora Grace, on 12/29. Congratulations!
Former member Kit Nordeen passed away on January 1. We extend our sympathies to her family.



Jan. 20 -- Jorge Hidalgo -- Adm. Date: 12/3/2014 Retail-Services & Products. Wilde East Towne Honda
Director 2017-19; Club President 2020-21 PHF (4)
Jan. 22 -- Al Bryan -- Adm. Date: 7/10/1985 Physician. American Medical Center-Moscow PHF
Jan. 23 -- Tara Grays -- Adm. Date: 6/6/2018 Financial Institutions. State Bank of Cross Plains
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