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Jan. 13: Eleanor Burgess
Evolution of New York Playwright & Preview of
Forward Theater's The Niceties

Upcoming Online
Rotary Programs
(subject to change)

 January 20
Join us next week online on January 13 to hear Eleanor Burgess. She
Anne Strainchamps
will be interviewed by Julie Swenson about her evolution as a playwright and
"How To Be Curious
provide some insight into The Niceties, her high-charged dramatic offering
And Why It Matters"
that will be available for viewing from Madison’s Forward Theater January 22
-- Lessons in
– February 7, 2021.
Lifetime Learning
Eleanor is a young and upcoming New York-based playwright.
from a Veteran
Originally from Brookline, Massachusetts, she studied history at Yale College and dramatic writing at
Public Radio Host
NYU/Tisch.
and Producer
Her works have been performed in London, New York, Chicago, Rochester, Milwaukee and many
 January 27
more cities and campuses across the United States. She has been a playwriting fellow at the
Brad Binkowski
Huntington Theatre in Boston and a member of the writers’ group at the Arcola Theatre in London.
American Exchange
Eleanor is the recipient of the 2016 Alliance/Kendeda National Graduate Playwriting Award.
Project
In addition to having The Niceties Playwright Eleanor Burgess as our speaker on January 13, you
can also join Fellow Rotarians in virtually “attending” Forward Theater’s Production of the play. It will be performed
by Samantha Newcomb and Sarah Day and directed by Jen Uphoff Gray and Dimonte Henning. Tickets may be
purchased online here: https://tickets.overture.org/6440/7161?promo=ftcrotarynice.
Cost is $30/ticket. If you purchase a ticket, you can view the play at any time between Jan. 22 and Feb. 4, and you
will be invited to the Exclusive for Rotary Members Only: Talkback Session with the Artistic Team on February 4 at
7pm. This will be an opportunity to engage Rotarians in a community discussion about the inequality/opportunity
gap. NOTE: Ticket buyers--including subscribers--will be given access to a virtual lobby. That lobby will also have
a talkback link. While it will be the same link for all patrons, Rotary members will know to access it on February 4 th
at 7:00 pm.

Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am.

You can connect with
other Rotary members for virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am –
11:55 am. If you would like to attend, use the link in the Wednesday morning email. No reservations required. We
hope to see you there!
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Panel of Rotarians Discussed How Pandemic Has Affected Local Businesses
The following Rotarians participated in a panel discussion moderated by Jason Ilstrup: Juli Aulik, Community relations
Director for UW Health, represented the health care industry; Ted Ballweg, owner of Savory Accents, represented the Farm
to Table industry; Jeannie Cullen Schultz, Co-president of JP Cullen, represented the construction industry; and Stacy
Nemeth, Chief Operating Officer for Fiore Companies, Inc., represented the commercial real estate business.
Question: How Has COVID Changed the way you do business?
Juli: We learned how to be nimble, transparent, innovative and collaborative in ways we never dreamed of. We had to
move more quickly than ever, be more patient than ever, and use technology in new ways: telemedicine and new forms of
PPE.
Jeannie: We lost 25% of our business plan on April 1st. We had to learn how to negotiate and manage projects virtually.
State projects and our backlog allowed us to stay in business.
Stacy: Our biggest challenge was helping our tenants–especially restaurants and small retailers--survive while facing our
own financial challenges. Our buildings went from full occupancy to empty in 24 hours. We undertook large capital projects
to make our buildings “touchless” while tenants were out of the buildings.
Ted: We used to reach 95% of our customers through farmers markets. We adapted by moving the Dane County
Farmers Market to the Alliant Center, launching a new website, working with companies that provided weekly deliveries and
growing our e-commerce four fold. I wouldn’t want to go through it again, but there were many positives.
Question: What are permanent changes?
Ted: Cash is going away. Now a business can’t survive without PayPal or Venmo.
Stacy: Rapid adoption of technology. Things that would’ve taken us five years to implement happened in a few months.
We found great tools for teleworking. Companies will need to decide whether to bring employees back to a physical
workplace. It will look different.
Jeannie: We couldn’t work remotely so we had to learn new job site protocols to stay safe and socially distance in small
spaces with many workers. We held monthly town halls with our employees.
Juli: Telehealth is here to stay. It improved attendance, especially with older patients who are the least eager to drive.
Also, loyalty is here to stay. We have an obligation to shop local.
Question: What were the positive lessons?
Jeannie: We’re proud of our company and community. Great employees and great cultures will persevere.
Juli: People are kind and giving. Staff worked extra shifts. The community showed their support.
Stacy: Creativity of human spirit. People adapt by pivoting their lives and their families to keep relationships strong.
Ted: Don’t be afraid to ask for help. Customers volunteered to help harvest when I couldn’t do it myself.
Our thanks to this week’s panelists: Juli Aulik, Ted Ballweg, Jeannie Cullen Schultz and Stacy Nemeth; to Jason Ilstrup for
serving as moderator; and to Janet Piraino for preparing this review article. If you missed our meeting, you can watch it
here: https://youtu.be/TWatwVjifqw.

We are wrapping up this year’s Community Grants Campaign next week. The total raised to date is $128,850.92. Please mail your
contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week.
Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign:
 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703.
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option.
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard).
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The following rejoined our club at this week’s online Rotary meeting:
Jess Cavazos has been loaned the classification of Associations-Business and Professional is CEO and
President of the Latino Chamber of Commerce of Dane County. Jess was previously a member from 2018
to 2019, and her sponsor is Charles McLimans.
Bill Haight has been loaned the classification of Printing & Publishing and is President of Magna
Publications and In Business Magazine. He was previously a member from 2013 to 2018. Dave
Mollenhoff is his sponsor.
Ashley Powell has been loaned the classification of Consulting and owns Ashley Powell Consulting which
provides career development coaching and executive coaching. She was previously a member of our club
from 2017 to 2019. Ashley is sponsored by Joanna Burish.
Welcome back, Jess, Bill and Ashley!

Our Community Projects Committee announces the following Volunteer Opportunity:
Thursday, January 28 – 12:30pm – 4:00pm -- Second Harvest Foodbank
Our Community Projects Committee is seeking volunteers who will be getting food and other
products ready for distribution to Second Harvest Foodbank partner agencies – food pantries,
shelters, meal sites, etc. Your tasks may include sorting, labeling, packaging food to family-friendly
portions, and cleaning the work area following the project. We have space for 10 volunteers.
All safety guidelines will be followed, including face masks and social distancing, during this
volunteer activity.
Contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 to sign-up.

The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate.
NAME

ORGANIZATION

CLASSIFICATION

SPONSOR/S

Reyes, Gloria

Briarpatch Youth Services
Community Services
Formerly Madison Metropolitan
School District
Education-Retired

Sandy Morales

Baum, Shirley

Carol Koby & Denny Carey
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Rotarian Interview Series
Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.” To help reinforce this message and to help us connect, President
Jorge Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to help make connections among members
stronger. During this Rotary year, Jorge has invited new members to be part of this process by asking them to interview
longer tenured members to get to know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our
Rotary meetings. We will schedule one of these introductions per month. We hope this is a way for all of our members to
have an opportunity to get to know each other better.
This month, Emily Gruenewald interviewed long time Rotarian and past president Perry Henderson.
Emily joined our club in 2019, and she is Vice President of Development at Overture Center for the Arts.
She was previously a Rotarian in Janesville. Emily holds a BA degree and an MBA degree from UWWhitewater. She is a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals of which she is also a past
board member. She lives with her husband, Dan, and their two daughters in Edgerton. Here’s Emily’s
summary of her interview with past club president Perry Henderson:
I had the pleasure of speaking with Perry Henderson about his Rotary experience. While he may
not have consciously sat down and written out his values, upon reflection, Dr. Perry Henderson
acknowledges a commitment to the service of others has been a guiding light in his life. He
established a national reputation in the late 1960s when he headed a program at the University of
New Mexico Medical School to support the management and delivery of high-risk pregnancies, with
a focus on serving indigenous women. Perry chose to become a professor in part because of his
service-orientation – his natural inclination to see the “person”, not just the condition, and wanted to
inspire students to take the same care with their patients.
Perry’s success leading this program in New Mexico led to positions on national boards and job
offers. He and his wife, fellow Rotarian Virginia Henderson, moved their family to Madison in 1976
when he joined the UW Medical School faculty in Obstetrics. Virginia, who held a doctorate in child
psychology, was a well-respected psychologist with the Madison Metropolitan School District. She passed away in 2019 and
is greatly missed.
Perry was introduced to Rotary in 1981 by his mentor, Dr. Thomas Leonard, a long-time Rotarian. Leonard suggested it
would be beneficial for Perry to “recognize there is more to life than practicing medicine.” At the time, Perry thought of
Rotary as “another service club”. Two years in, he received a letter stating his attendance was 48%, short of the 60%
attendance policy. He must improve or he would be out of the club. Perry rose to the challenge and made-up meetings at
other area clubs and clubs where he was traveling for work. In two years, he received another letter from the club
congratulating him on perfect attendance and an invitation to chair the Attendance Committee.
By attending other club meetings in addition to ours, he got to know all sorts of people whom he wouldn’t normally have
met and got to know the activities and good deeds of their clubs. This helped Perry develop a broader appreciation for the
reach and impact of Rotary beyond our club. He was impressed by Rotary’s commitment to eradicating polio in the mid1980s. As he and Virginia neared retirement in the 1990s, he successfully encouraged her to join our club, and they
traveled to India in 1998 to help administer the polio vaccine to all children under the age of 5. There, he connected with a
fellow physician and learned more about the disease and Rotary’s role eradicating it. When he returned (Perry was the
club’s president that year) he developed a polio presentation he shared with thirty or so clubs, which led him to being
elected district governor in 2020-03.
One special highlight from that time was our club’s PolioPlus fundraising campaign to raise $120,000. Perry Henderson
announced a challenge – he would match the first ten Rotarians who would give $500 to the effort to make them Paul Harris
Fellows. In 20 minutes, 10 members had come forward, and he ended up matching 12 gifts. That year, the club raised
$140,000.
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The Four-Way Test and the motto “Service Above Self” continue to be an important part of his life. While networking for
business gains may occur, the magic of Rotary is the power of people coming together to work towards goals that are
bigger than one’s self. It’s comforting to know wherever you go, there are clubs of people who share this commitment to
“Service Above Self.”
When asked about advice for newer Rotarians, Perry encourages us to get involved in the service aspect of the club to
see the impact of our work in the community. We’re one of the largest clubs in the country, which means we are able to do
more. When travelling internationally, wear your Rotary pin. In the US, Rotary may be viewed as “another service club” but
outside of the US, the local, regional and global impact of Rotary clubs is held in high regard. Wearing your pin can inspire a
wonderful conversation and potentially open doors that would otherwise be closed to you.
Thank you, Perry, for your contributions to medicine, our community and our club. You and Virginia have lived your lives
according Rotary’s values and your leadership and philanthropy have helped shape our club over the years. We are better
for your service, which inspires us to continue to serve.



















Masood Ahktar was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Masood Akhtar: Let's make a resolution to unite
America in 2021”. The CapTimes 12/31
Deb Archer was featured on “A Look Inside the Legacy” on Channel 15 News. WMTV 1/4
LJ Charleston was featured with 3 colleagues on the Innovation page of Learning Connections, a quarterly magazine
of the UW School of Education.
Dawn Crim was quoted in an article about reviewing building codes as part of the governor’s climate change task
force. WSJ 1/4
Paul Hoffmann was interviewed about the benefits of selecting a local PPP loan lender and how it could affect the
local economy. WMTV 12/30

Jan. 10 -- Sharyn Alden -- Adm. Date: 9/8/2009 Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations. Sharyn L. Alden
Communications, Inc. Former member of club 1997-2008
Jan. 11 -- Mitch Javid -- Adm. Date: 6/26/1968 Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired. Director
1975-76 PHF (7)
Jan. 11 -- Elaine Mischler -- Adm. Date: 11/5/2008 Physician-Retired.
PHF (2)
Jan. 11 -- Gregg Tipple -- Adm. Date: 8/22/1984 Business Services & Supplies. G-I Office Technologies
Director 1990-92, Sgt.-At-Arms 1988-91 PHF
Jan. 12 -- Suresh Chandra -- Adm. Date: 8/28/1985 Physician-Retired.
PHF (2)
Jan. 12 -- Denis Collins -- Adm. Date: 6/14/2017 Honorary.
Jan. 12 -- Carol Koby -- Adm. Date: 4/7/1993 Communications. Koby Communication Services LLC Director
1995-97 & 2012-14 PHF (5)
Jan. 13 -- Mary Wright -- Adm. Date: 3/2/2011 Housing. Wisconsin Housing Preservation Corp.
Jan. 15 -- Larry Smith -- Adm. Date: 10/29/1986 Consulting-Retired. Director 1993-96; President 1996-97;
100% Attendance since 10/29/1986 PHF (10)
Jan. 16 -- Gail Selk -- Adm. Date: 10/1/1997 Real Estate. The Selk Company, LLC PHF
Jan. 16 -- Alex Vitanye -- Adm. Date: 12/6/2017 Business Services & Supplies. Badger Sports Properties
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