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Upcoming Online 
Rotary Programs 

(subject to change) 
 March 3 

Jim Fleming 
Insights of My Years at 
WPR 

 March 10 
Prof. Jon Pevehouse 
Election’s Influence on 
U.S. Foreign Policy 

 March 17 
TBD 

 March 24 
Zach Brandon 
Economic Update from 
Greater Madison 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
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February 24:  Tom Still:  What’s Happening in 
Wisconsin’s Technology Sector 
   Madison has a deserved reputation for being a great town for 
tech talent, companies and researchers. What some people don’t 
know is that Wisconsin has many other showcase companies, 
cities and research centers. Join us online on February 24 at noon 
when guest speaker Tom Still, president of the Wisconsin 
Technology Council, will offer a virtual tour of our state and its 
assets. 
   The Wisconsin Technology Council is a non-profit, bipartisan 
science and technology policy advisory board to the governor and the legislature. Its 
programs include the Tech Council Investor Networks, the Tech Council Innovation Network, 
the Governor’s Business Plan Contest and regular events that connect entrepreneurs, 
investors, researchers and others with a stake in the tech-based economy. 
   Still serves on the UW System Business Council, the Badger Fund of Funds Limited 
Partners Advisory Committee and advisory groups for the UW-Madison College of Engineering, the UW-Madison Department 
of Computer Sciences and the WiSys Technology Foundation, among other civic and business groups. 
   He is also the former associate editor of the Wisconsin State Journal  and writes a syndicated column that appears regularly 
in more than two dozen publications. 
   Still is a senior lecturer in the Department of Life Sciences Communication in the UW-Madison College of Agricultural and 
Life Sciences.     

   Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am.  You can connect with other Rotary members for 
virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am – 11:55 am.  If you would 
like to attend, use the link in the Wednesday morning email.   No reservations required.  We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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Gaining the Right to Vote for Women 
   Our Rotary speaker on February 17 was Ellen Antoniewicz, youth experience coordinator at the Wisconsin Historical Museum. 
She walked us through the 72-year struggle to pass women’s suffrage, with an emphasis on leaders and actions in Wisconsin.  
   Antoniewicz read portions of a 1776 letter from Abigail Adams urging her husband, who would soon become President, to 
“remember the ladies” in the new code of law. Abigail wrote: “Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care 
and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in 
which we have no voice or representation.”  
   “Of course, the original leaders did not remember the ladies,” Antoniewicz said. “Nor did they remember the indigenous 
Americans or enslaved peoples or anyone who was not a white male property owner.” While the rebellion that Abigail Adams 
predicted did not result in a raid on the Capitol, it did lead to a sustained movement which ultimately did expand the franchise. 
   As Wisconsin gained statehood in 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott were organizing the Seneca Falls 
Convention. This gathering took words from the Declaration of Independence and added two more: We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men AND WOMEN are created equal...”  While most of the original suffragists did not live long enough to be 
able to vote, Antoniewicz mentioned a 12-year-old Wisconsin girl who attended the Seneca Falls Convention and was finally able 
to cast a ballot at the age of 84. 
   The women’s suffrage movement was often divided by race, class and political view, but it was united in the belief that voting is 
a fundamental citizen right. Antoniewicz said it is unfortunate that civil rights groups have sometimes been pitted against each 
other, as if when one group gains rights it means that another group’s rights have less value. For example, Susan B. Anthony, 
speaking in Janesville, said that white women deserved the vote more than Black men because they had a higher level of 
education.  
   Yet Black women and men were vital to the movement. Sojourner Truth, who settled across the pond in Michigan after 
escaping slavery in the South, spoke of gender equality -- with a degree of humor -- when she said: “I can’t read but I can hear. I 
have heard the Bible and have learned that Eve caused Man to sin. Well, if Woman upset the world, do give her a chance to set it 
right-side up again.”  
   For her, it was a matter of basic human dignity and decency. Women’s rights were not just for literate white women, but for all 
women. 
   Most suffragists were active on a number of issues, including labor laws, child welfare and temperance. That’s why they wanted 
to vote and have a voice in policy, said Antoniewicz. In Wisconsin, women journalists gave voice to these concerns, including the 
journalists Emma Brown of Ft. Atkinson and Theodora Youmans, with the Waukesha Daily Freeman.  
   A statewide ballot referendum in Wisconsin in 1912 proposed to grant women the right to vote, but it was defeated at the polls 
largely because of a strong anti-suffrage lobby led by the brewing industry, which used the threat of temperance to scare voters -- 
all of whom were men.  
   Meanwhile the focus of the movement shifted away from state laws and to the passage of an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. Antoniewicz told the story of State Senator David James, who rode the train from Madison to Washington, DC, to 
hand-deliver our state’s ratification of the amendment, just beating out Illinois to be the first to ratify. (But don’t expect your Illinois 
friends to agree about that, said Antoniewicz.) 
   Antoniewicz discussed other suffrage movements including those for Native Americans, African Americans and other groups. 
These have led to such landmark laws as the Indian Citizen Act of 1924, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the 26th Amendment 
which lowered the voting age to 18.  
   Antoniewicz said that the legal right to vote does not always guarantee equal access to the polls. That is something that 
advocates and lawmakers must continue to work on. 
   Rotarian Carol Toussaint pointed out following the program that Carrie Chapman Catt, born in Ripon but living in Iowa as an 
adult when she was active in the suffrage movement founded the League of Women Voters immediately after the Amendment 
passed.  She is quoted as saying: "We have won the vote; now we must learn how to use it." 
   Our thanks to Ellen Antoniewicz for her presentation this week and to Andrea Kaminski for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/l2bH9bhL1wM.    
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   We are sorry to report the death of Phil Levy who passed away on February 11 at the age of 78.  
Phil joined our club in 1991.  He was among the founding members of the Madison South Rotary 
Club.  Phil’s late father, Irving, was a member of our club, and his brother, Marv, is a member of 
our club.  Their family established a scholarship fund within our Madison Rotary Foundation in 
2004.  Phil served on our club board of directors, and he chaired our Culinary Arts Fellowship 
Group for many years. Phil held 5 Paul Harris Fellows.  
   Our club has made a $100 gift in Phil’s name to establish a memorial fund in his name.  We 
extend our sympathies to his brothers Jeff and Marv. 
   Members wishing to make contributions to this fund in memory of Phil Levy may send their gifts 
to Madison Rotary Foundation, 2. S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703. 

 
 

 
 
Teresa Holmes Named 2020-21 VP and Becomes Club President July 1, 2021 

   Our club board of directors met last week to take up the Vice President vacancy left by Mark Moody 
who resigned as an officer of our club since he will be moving to Florida later this year.   Mark will 
remain in our club and on our board until he moves in December.  Teresa Holmes has been named 
by our board to become Vice President for the remainder of this Rotary year, and she automatically 
becomes our club President on July 1.  Teresa joined our Rotary Club in 2016 and owns Exponential 
Endeavors.  In Rotary, she co-chairs the Racial Equity and Inclusion Committee and has served on 
Community Grants, Member Development, Ethics and Director Nominating Committees.  She is also a 
Scholar Mentor and is in her second of a two-year term on our board.   

    
Paul Hoffmann Named 2021-22 VP and Becomes Club President July 1, 2022 

   Paul Hoffmann was named by our board to serve as vice president of our Rotary Club for 2021-
2022.  He will automatically become our club president for 2022-2023.  Teresa was originally 
scheduled to serve as our club’s Vice President for 2021-2022, but since she is replacing Mark Moody 
this year, Paul was elected to fill her vacancy.  Paul is president and CEO of Monona Bank, and he has 
been a member of our club since 2012.   He is in his second of a two-year term on our board, and he 
has served on our Ethics, Member Development, Scholarship, Welcoming and Rotary Youth Exchange 
Committees.  He has also served on our Strategic Planning Committee. 

    
   We look forward to Teresa and Paul’s leadership in our club! 
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      As announced in a separate article, Teresa Holmes has been named vice president of our club for the remainder of this 
Rotary year, replacing Mark Moody who will be moving to Florida later this year.  Teresa’s time to select committee chairs 
for her upcoming year as president has been reduced to just over 4 months.  This is because Mark’s first phase of 
committee chair planning was to complete a new Goverance structure (which may shift some committees) which will be 
presented to the board next month.    
   As Teresa announced during this week’s Wednesday online meeting, if anyone has an interest in being considered for a 
chair position, contact the Rotary office by February 25th.  Some committees may already be set, but Teresa welcomes 
member interest and input, and she is working quickly to get our committees set by July 1.  
   Remember, serving as a committee chair in our club can lead to future leadership positions. 

      
   The Madison Rotary Foundation Trustee Nominating Committee announces the following nominees to four-year 
terms on the Madison Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees beginning July 1:   
 

                                                                      
                                                  Joe Loehnis                     Oscar Mireles                     Jeff Tews 
 
   The election of new trustees will take place at the annual meeting of the Madison Rotary Foundation which will be during 
our Wednesday, March 10, club meeting. 
   The three newly elected trustees will join the following continuing trustees in the 2021-2022 Rotary year:  Linda Baldwin, 
Brian Basken, Doug Dittmann, Mike Gotzler, Mark Greene, Jenni Jeffress, Andrea Kaminski, Sandy Morales, Valerie 
Renk and Charles Tubbs.  Current club president Jorge Hidalgo will automatically begin a two-year term on the board of 
trustees as of July 1 as well.  
   As prescribed by the foundation bylaws, "Any ten members of the Madison Rotary Club may submit in writing, signed by 
said ten members, any additional name or names to the foundation secretary (Patricia Jenkins, 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, 
Madison, WI 53703), for inclusion on the ballot."  All names, so submitted prior to March 1 shall be included on the ballot.  
After March 1, no additional nominations shall be made except by the nominating committee to fill any vacancy occurring 
among its nominees. 
  Our thanks to this year's Nominating Committee:  Dawn Crim (chair), Michelle McGrath and Tim Stadelman. 
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Volunteer Opportunity on Thursday, February 25th  

East Madison Community Center, 9:30–11:30am or 12-2:00pm 
   Our Community Projects Committee is seeking volunteer to pack dry food items into boxes. We will be working in a 
garage and can accommodates 3-4 for each shift, so we are seeking up to 8 volunteers.   Dress for working in a garage – 
not as cold as working outside, but it will be cool!  Contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-
9164 to sign up for these volunteer opportunities. 
 

 
 
   As announced by Alex Vitanye, our Rotaract Advisory Committee Chair, the Rotaract Club is hosting an event on March 
10 from 7 – 8 pm via Zoom for interested Rotarians of our club to interact with Rotaract members.  Dave Anderson, a 
member of the Wausau Early Bird Rotary Club, will be the guest speaker.  In addition, other upcoming speakers at the UW 
Rotaract Club are Former Rotary International General Secretary Ed Futa on March 1 and LJ Charleston will be the 
speaker on April 19.  Contact the Rotary office to sign up and to receive the Zoom link for any or all of these upcoming 
Rotaract meetings. 
 

 
 

 Christian Overland was quoted in an article about Jerry Frautschi’s $10 million donation to the new downtown 
Wisconsin Historical Museum.  WSJ 2/15  

 Alex Vitanye and his wife, Lauren, had a baby boy, Tate Alexander Vitanye, who was born on February 9 th.  
Congratulations to Alex and Lauren.     

 

 Feb. 21 -- Kathryn Smith -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2013   Arts-Performing.  Madison Opera       
 Feb. 22 -- Don Helfrecht -- Adm. Date:  9/9/1970   Energy Services-Retired.    Director 1981-83; 100% Attendance 

since 12/26/1984  Formerly Rotarian at Madison West 1966 - 1970  PHF (3) 
 Feb. 23 -- Vikki Enright -- Adm. Date:  4/5/2017   Foundations.  Nimick Enright Consulting   PHF 
 Feb. 23 -- Steve Johannsen -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2012   Consulting.  Steve Johannsen & Associates    PHF 
 Feb. 23 -- Mark Moody -- Adm. Date:  9/2/2009   Insurance-Retired.    Sgt.-at-Arms 2013-14; Club Director 2020-

22; Former member in CA, MN and Appleton WI  PHF (7) 
 Feb. 24 -- Dave Edinger -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Health Services.  Edinger Surgical Options   PHF 
 Feb. 25 -- Bill Muehl -- Adm. Date:  2/12/1975   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.  Acrylicraft    PHF (2) 
 Feb. 27 -- Debbie Biddle -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Consulting.  The People Company LLC       


