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Upcoming Online 
Rotary Programs 

(subject to change) 

 February 17 
Ellen Antoniewicz 
The Woman’s Hour 
Has Struck 

 February 24 
Tom Still 
What’s Happening in 
Wisconsin’s 
Technology Sector 

 March 3 
Jim Fleming 
Insights of My Years at 
WPR 

 March 10 
Prof. Jon Pevehouse 
Election’s Influence on 
U.S. Foreign Policy 
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a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

 
 

February 10:   Interim President Tommy Thompson:  Major Issues 
Facing UW System and Higher Education in Wisconsin Post Pandemic 

   Join us next Wednesday, February 10, online when Interim UW 
System President Tommy Thompson will speak about the 
longstanding close relationship between the UW and Wisconsin’s 
businesses and communities. He will provide an overview of the 
UW System’s biennial budget request; highlighting several of the 
key initiatives the UW is advocating for to even better serve the 
people of Wisconsin. True to the Wisconsin Idea, the UW is also 
helping to meet COVID challenges not just on campuses but 
around the state. Interim President Thompson will speak about 

efforts to help Wisconsin emerge from the public health crisis stronger than ever. 
   Thompson began his appointment as interim President of the University of Wisconsin 
System last July. A native of Elroy, Wisconsin, he was elected to the Wisconsin Assembly in 
1966 and became minority leader in 1981. He won election as governor in 1986 and won an 
unprecedented four terms, which makes him the longest-serving governor in Wisconsin 
history. As governor, he remained committed to a strong university system, faculty research, 

and the Wisconsin Idea. He stepped down during his fourth term to become United States Health and Human Services 
secretary under President George W. Bush, a role where he oversaw an increase in funding for the National Institutes of 
Health and enhanced local public health preparedness. Following his term in public office, he has focused on efforts to 
develop innovative solutions to the health care challenges facing American families, businesses, communities, states and 
the nation as a whole. These efforts include improving the use of information technology in hospitals, clinics and doctors’ 
offices; promoting healthier lifestyles; strengthening and modernizing Medicare and Medicaid; and expanding the use of 
medical diplomacy around the world. Thompson earned his bachelor’s and law degrees from UW-Madison. 
 

 
 

Join us for Virtual Coffee Connections each Wednesday at 11:30 am.  You can connect with 
other Rotary members for virtual coffee connections before our Rotary online meeting each Wednesday from 11:30 am – 
11:55 am.  If you would like to attend, use the link in the Wednesday morning email.   No reservations required.  We hope to 
see you there! 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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For the Love of the Games 
   Our Rotary speaker on February 3 was Jessica Carrier, who leads the marketing team for Noble Knight Games in 
Fitchburg. She spoke to us from the company’s store, and her presentation included interviews with key employees.  
   Noble Knight Games boasts the largest selection of table-top games in the world, including traditional board games, new 
releases, and rare and/or out-of-print games. They buy and sell games from individuals and manufacturers locally and 
worldwide. About 20 percent of the company’s business is international. Vice President Dan Leeder explained that his 
brother Aaron is the owner and founder of the company. In the 1990s Aaron had an assembly job in the Janesville GM plant 
-- and a love for the game Dungeons and Dragons. He began by purchasing games in Madison and selling them on his 
AOL.com site. In 1997 the company had five employees in Janesville. After 20 years the company moved to a newly built, 
45,000 square foot building in Fitchburg.    
   The new structure includes a storefront with space for a mind-boggling inventory -- hundreds of thousands of games, 
according to our speaker -- and in-store game events, which were held every day of the week before the COVID shutdown. 
They are looking forward to resuming in-store events in the future. 
   Carrier said there are emotional, mental and physical benefits to playing table-top games. Even if a game is not marketed 
as an educational product, youngsters learn and grow by playing. They can develop reading and memorization skills, color 
recognition, cooperation and important social skills such as how to win or lose gracefully. She said that playing table-top 
games opens neural pathways that help you learn and retain information longer. It has also been tied to a slower onset of 
dementia in adults.  
   While one’s fate in many of the traditional games may depend on a roll of the dice or a card drawn from a deck, most 
newer games place more emphasis on strategy and, in some cases, cooperation with others. While the goal used to be to 
progress on a board, amass the most money or be the last person standing, now the goal is more likely to involve the 
management of multiple resources.  
  The presentation reminded me that I used to collect baseball cards, as much for the bubble gum as the players. Getting 
the card of a favorite player -- for me it was Rocky Colavito, who played for Cleveland -- was a matter of luck. Now there are 
games where you construct your own deck of cards which allows you to build a winning strategy in the game.  
   The presentation offered some suggestions for people who might be interested in gaming but don’t know where to begin. 
Start by talking with family and friends about the games they enjoy. For a group of two to four people, consider Azul or 
Catan. People who are used to playing Euchre might want to try the Wizard card game, which has additional suits along 
with Hearts, Spades, Diamonds and Clubs. The Haba games are great for young children. And if you want to move your 
teenager away from screen time, try to find table-top games in the same genre that is your kid’s obsession online. And, of 
course, the folks at Noble Knight Games will be happy to help! 
   Our thanks to Jess Carrier and her staff for their presentation this week and to Andrea Kaminski for preparing this review 
article.  Our thanks also to Neil Fauerbach who assisted in editing this week’s speaker video as well as our song at today’s 
meeting! If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/nXLv_P2y2gw. 
 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunity on Thursday, February 25th  

East Madison Community Center, 9:30–11:30am or 12-2:00pm 
   Our Community Projects Committee is seeking volunteers to pack dry food items into boxes. We will be working in a garage 
and can accommodates 3-4 for each shift, so we are seeking up to 8 volunteers.   Dress for working in a garage – not as cold as 
working outside, but it will be cool!  Contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 to sign up for 
these volunteer opportunities. 
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   Gloria Reyes has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is CEO of 
Briarpatch Youth Services.  Born in Wautoma, Wisconsin, she came to Madison in 1975.  
Gloria makes her home on Tomscot Trail, and she has two children.  She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in behavioral science and a law and criminal justice certificate from UW-Madison. She 
also holds a master’s degree in public administration and security management from the 
American Military University.  Gloria serves as president of the Madison Metropolitan School 
Board.  She has also served on the boards of Domestic Abuse Intervention Services and the 
YWCA, and she has served as board president of Centro Hispano of Dane County.  She is 
also a law enforcement academy and criminal justice instructor at Madison College and a 

national consultant on racial equity in law enforcement.  Gloria enjoys reading, crocheting and knitting.  Sandy Morales is 
her sponsor. 
 
 

 
 
   As a reminder, membership dues for January 1 – June 30, 2021, are due this week.  A mailing was sent to members in 
December with the dues statement, and an email reminder was sent on January 25 th. 
   Please contact the Rotary office with any questions 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
 
 

 
 
The Rotary International Convention, scheduled for June 12-16, 2021, in Taipei, 
Taiwan, will now be a virtual event in response to the ongoing threat of COVID-19. 
 



Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 4 
 

 

 
   Mark Moody was our vice president and would have become president July 1.  Mark’s plans have changed, however, and 
he will be moving to Florida later this year.  Our board is working on a replacement for Mark, and we will provide an update 
once our board selects a new vice president.   
 

 
 

   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
             Name                       Organization                                    Classification                                   Sponsor 

Adams, Rhonda The River Food Pantry Community Services Charles McLimans 
Gray, Peter Peter Gray Executive Search Business Services & Supplies Ron Luskin 

Fields, Jason Madison Region Economic Partnership Associations-Business & Professional Ron Luskin 
Nondorf, Kyle SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital Health Services Ron Luskin 

 

 
 Feb. 7 -- Connie Maxwell -- Adm. Date:  4/1/1998   Real Estate.  M & M Real Estate Investments, Inc.       
 Feb. 11 -- Don Snyder -- Adm. Date:  2/6/2013   Arts-Performing-Retired.   PHF 
 Feb. 12 -- Dick Olson -- Adm. Date:  8/1/1979   Law-Retired.    Former R.I. Fellow 1954-55 to Stockholm, Sweden; 

Director 1984-86, President 1988-89    PHF (3) 
 Feb. 12 -- Leslie Overton -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2016   Government-Federal, Retired.  PHF 
 Feb. 12 -- Floyd Rose -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Business Services & Supplies.  SIDAT, LLC       
 Feb. 12 -- Bob Sorge -- Adm. Date:  3/5/1997   Foundations.  Madison Community Foundation  Director 2002-04.  

President 2005-06    PHF (3) 
 Feb. 13 -- Rob Van den Berg -- Adm. Date:  11/2/2016   Manufacturing-Retired.    PHF (3) 
 Feb. 13 -- John Wegenke -- Adm. Date:  10/2/1985   Physician-Retired.      

 

 


