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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 
(subject to change) 

 May 12 
Angela Janis 
Cannabis: The Move 
Towards Legalization. 
What are the 
Implications? 

 May 19 
Christopher Kolakowski   
The Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum:  Every Veteran 
is a Story 

 May 26 
Annual Scholarship 
Program (VIRTUAL) 
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During Phase-In Time, Meetings will start at 12:10pm; end by 1:05pm 
May 5 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel   

Dennis Dresang:  Patrick J. Lucey: A Lasting 
Legacy 
   Pat Lucey served as Governor of the State of Wisconsin from 
1971 to 1977 before leaving office to become the U.S. Ambassador 
to Mexico.  He left an indelible imprint.  Join us at the Park Hotel on 
May 5 to hear the story as told in a recently released biography from 
UW–Madison’s Professor Emeritus Dennis Dresang, former 
director of the La Follette School of Public Affairs. 
   Dennis Dresang’s research and scholarly publications focus on state politics, public 
personnel management, and community issues. He has contributed to public service in a 
variety of ways: directing a research and public service seminar of La Follette School 
students examining community health issues and youth violence, chairing two major 
gubernatorial task forces, and serving on numerous tribal and local government 
commissions.  Dennis currently serves as a volunteer instructor in a university program for senior citizens. 
   If you plan to attend our meeting in person, be sure to make a reservation as we have a capacity limit of 99 (see link 
below to register to attend in-person).  Guests are welcome, but please be sure to make a reservation for them as well. 

 
Mystery to Me Bookstore will sell copies of Dennis Dresang’s book at our May 5 meeting at the Park Hotel, and 
Dennis will be available to sign your book.   The cost is $30.54 which includes tax. If you are unable to attend, 
visit Mystery to Me Bookstore in person or click on this link to order it online:  
https://www.mysterytomebooks.com/search/apachesolr_search/patrick%20lucey 
Our thanks to Mystery to Me for offering this convenient option to purchase the book. 
 

IN-PERSON MEETING MAY 5 AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Click here to register:  https://forms.gle/smaex3YimjgbwvFn8   
Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is May 4 at noon. 

 
 
 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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Goodman Center’s Message: “Be The One” 
   Letesha Nelson, the CEO and Executive Director of the Goodman Community Center, was our speaker this week. She 
joined the Goodman Center, succeeding fellow Rotarian Becky Steinhoff, in January 2021. Ms. Nelson has a long history of 
non-profit work, having held leadership positions with the Girl Scouts of America for many years. She brings to her work an 
obvious passion and a joy in service to others. 
   She finds motivation in her belief that it takes only one person to change someone or even a community for the better, a 
concept captured by her personal motto, “Be the One.” She has been and intends to continue to be someone who can 
improve other people’s lives and direct them to a rewarding future. At the beginning of her career at the Girl Scouts, when 
she had self-doubts, her father (who himself worked to help people in inner-city Milwaukee) told her that “You are born to do 
it.” It’s clear that he was right. 
   After fifteen years with the Scouts, she left for a job at Idlewild Baptist Church in Memphis, where she helped parents and 
children deal with adverse events in their life. These were affluent people. But they needed help. She learned that the right 
kind of help can be important for all people of whatever level of income. 
   As the new head of the Goodman Community Center, she is learning what Goodman is all about: “Strengthening Lives 
and Securing Futures.” During the worst of the pandemic, Goodman stayed open to serve families with meals from the food 
pantry, providing school not only part time but all-day, with counselling about college and other career paths. They are now 
facilitating vaccinations in the community, which will help restore normality. The Center is already slowly and cautiously 
returning to a post-pandemic operation. They are looking to increase their connections to technical education for those not 
considering college. 
   Becky Steinhoff is obviously a tough act to follow. But there is every indication that Letesha Nelson has the necessary 
drive and the pleasure in serving others. She is “born to do it” and “she is the one.” She is worthy of the great Rotarians Bob 
and Irwin Goodman. 
   Our thanks to Letesha Nelson for her presentation this week and to Rich Leffler for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/AT8bJ7iozdg. 
        

IN-PERSON MEETINGS AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  Click here to register:  
https://forms.gle/smaex3YimjgbwvFn8 

Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is May 4 at noon. 
   We are back to in-person meetings at the Park Hotel, and we will continue to livestream our meetings for anyone who 
prefers not to attend in person yet.  To attend the May 5 in-person meeting at the Park Hotel, click on this link to 
register:  https://forms.gle/smaex3YimjgbwvFn8     Or, you may contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 to make a 
reservation. Deadline for reservations is May 4 at noon.   

 During the current Phase-in stage, we can accommodate 99 people.  If we have reached our capacity, we will 
advise you via email. 

 Food options:  Since the Park Hotel kitchen is not open until May, you can bring your own lunch and beverage or 
buy a snack bag (apple, orange, granola bar, chips, cookies and bottled water) for $5 or opt not to have lunch. 

 Attendance is optional; names of members attending will have name pre-printed name badges prepared for pick 
up at the meeting.  
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To ensure that we stay as safe as possible and still meet in person: 
- If you plan to attend, remember to make a reservation online or call the office. That is very important because we 

cannot go over our limit for the room. 
- We have space for 99 people in the room instead of our normal 235+ attendance. 
- There are 3 seats at each table so we can follow the “6 feet apart” rule. 
- We preprint name badges for those who have made a reservation, and the badges are spread out so there isn’t a 

cluster of people.    
- Face masks are required.  That includes those who have been vaccinated.  If you need a mask, just ask for a mask 

at the front desk in the main lobby. 
- Hand sanitizer stations are plentiful in the hotel. 
- The hotel’s kitchen is not yet open, so you can bring your own food and beverage in these first few weeks back to 

meeting.   
- The hotel’s valet parking is open and the cost is $6.  You’ll need to bring exact change and no credit cards yet.  

There is also plenty of parking in the ramps and on the street currently. 
 

 
 

Rotarian Interview Series 
   Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.”  To help reinforce this message and to help us connect, President Jorge 
Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to help make connections among members stronger.  During this 
Rotary year, Jorge has invited new members to be part of this process by asking them to interview longer tenured members to get to 
know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our Rotary meetings.  We are scheduling one of 
these introductions per month.  We hope this is a way for all of our members to have an opportunity to get to know each other better. 

  This month, Rebekah Paré interviewed long-time Rotarian Steve Mixtacki.   Rebekah is executive director for 
UW-Madison, SuccessWorks, a career planning office for student personal and professional development.  
Rebekah is from Rhode Island and earned two master’s degrees from the UW-Madison. Rebekah joined our 
Rotary Club just before the start of the pandemic, so she hasn’t had too much of a chance to meet members, but 
we look forward to visiting with her in person at meetings soon! 
   Here’s Rebekah’s summary of her interview with Steve Mixtacki: 
   I'm Rebekah Paré, and I'm excited to introduce you to Steve Mixtacki, who embodies the notion of community 

service and has been an inspiring force in our community.  
   Steve was only 28 when he joined our Madison Rotary Club. He was a public accountant who quickly 
rose to manager at the firm now known as Grant Thornton. From there, he became Senior Vice 
President of Finance & Human Resources at American TV for 29 years and then Chief Financial and 
Operations Officer for the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF). For those of you who are 
familiar with UW-Madison's impressive Wisconsin Institute for Discovery, Steve played in important role 
in making that building a reality.  
   Steve set out to join the club because he thought it would be a great way to connect with leaders 
across the community. Steve has valued most the friendships and contacts he's made through the 
Rotary, and he has benefitted personally and professionally from these relationships.  
   Steve dove into service as a new Rotarian - he served 2 three-year terms on the Community Grants 
Committee and served as chair for two of those years. This experience gave him an opportunity to see 
how we make great use of members’ contributions to the annual fund drive to improve our community. 
Steve served as our club's President, and as Past President, is proud to have been part of hiring our 
executive director Pat Jenkins. Since 1994, he has served as chair of the Investment Committee of the 
Madison Rotary Foundation, during which time he's seen the fund grow from about $1.5 million to $15 million as the result of the 
increase in Rotarians establishing funds.  
   Through a friendship with Rotarian Dave Reynolds, who is no longer with us, Steve was invited to chair the business and finance 
committee on the board of the YMCA. As a young professional, he jumped into the significant challenges facing the YMCA and helped 
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the organization avoid bankruptcy. From there, Steve served on another 20 non-profit boards as chair or finance chair, totaling a 
remarkable 180 years of board service. Some of the organizations he's served include the Madison Community Foundation and 
Edgewood College.  
   Now that Steve is retired, you can find him enjoying a good book, drinking wine and playing with his grandkids. He looks forward to 
getting back to travel once this pandemic ends.  Definitely talk to Steve if you plan to head to Bavaria or Burgundy, some of his favorite 
places.  
 

 
 

Rotary Club of Madison Youth Awards Program:  $29,400 Awarded to 49 Students  
   Forty-nine Madison high school students are receiving Rotary certificates and cash awards recognizing their scholastic achievements 
and contributions to the Madison community.  Even though our Rotary Club of Madison is unable to hold its annual recognition 
luncheon for the 2021 Rotary Youth Award recipients, we want to recognize these outstanding students.  Kathy Blumreich, incoming 
chair of our Youth Awards Committee, provided an overview of this year’s awards during our April 28 th meeting.   
   In the past 52 years, the Rotary Club of Madison has donated over $1,000,000 to local high school students to recognize their 
scholastic achievements through its Youth Awards Program. 
   This year, awards totaling $29,400 from the Rotary Club’s associated Madison Rotary Foundation were presented to the following: 
 
   The following Youth Awards have been made possible by club member Mike Wilson and his wife, 
Patty.  Together, they share an interest in helping youth in our community to succeed.  The Wilsons 
have endowed a Madison Rotary Foundation fund to recognize students who have demonstrated 
superior improvement in their grade-point averages.  We thank Mike and Patty for their generosity in 
providing funding for the Wilson Academic Improvement Awards for Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors. 
    
   Six sophomores received $600 Wilson Sophomore Academic Improvement Awards for 
outstanding improvement in academic progress while in high school:   
 

 Tristiana Dawson  La Follette High School 
Jaylyn Decorah  East High School 
Yasmeen Elhassan West High School 
Kaharie Harris  Shabazz City High School 
Angela Henriquez  Memorial High School 
Henry Maes  Edgewood High School 

 
   Six students received $600 Wilson Junior Academic Improvement Awards for significant academic improvement while in high 
school: 
 

Kalin Allen  East High School 
Arrieonna Cargle  West High School 
Jordan Imhoff-Everix Edgewood High School 
Branden Ketarkus Memorial High School 
Dylan Rogers  Shabazz City High School 
Shamiya Washington La Follette High School 

 
Six students received $600 Wilson Senior Academic Improvement Awards for academic progress while in high school: 
 

Jordynn Ebbott  East High School 
Karen Gonzalez  West High School 
Kayloni Gregory  La Follette High School 
Mashanty Liamba  Shabazz City High School 
Jonathan Trameri  Edgewood High School 
Kaitlin Witalison  Memorial High School 
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The $500 Rotary Senior Academic Achievement Awards for top scholarship were presented to:  
 

Neha Kulkarni  Memorial High School 
Quynh-Anh Le  East High School 
Frank Li   West High School 
Jacob Linderoth  Edgewood High School 
Nyah Lues  La Follette High School 
Corey Wimmer  Shabazz City High School 

 
These students were nominated as Community Services Award Judges and received $300:  
 

Stephanie Ayala  East High School 
Ben Blazel  La Follette High School 
Edward Chen  Memorial High School 
Malachi Delwiche  Shabazz City High School 
Tara Lhatsang  West High School 
Michael Regnier  Edgewood High School 

 
Receiving $1,000 awards for their leadership in Community Service Projects were:  
 

Lydia Burke   La Follette High School 
Grace Dahlen   Edgewood High School 
Babayosimi Fadiran  West High School 
Nongnah Isabella Her  East High School 
Lauren Johnson   La Follette High School 
Elizabeth Mary Trone Johnson East High School 

 
In addition, Margaret DiSanza from Memorial High School received the $1,500 Fay J. Meade Community Service Award for use in 
furthering her education. 
 
Six students were selected to attend the Rotary Youth Leadership Conference, and their participation costs were covered by our 
Madison Rotary Foundation. 
 

Michael Baer  Edgewood High School 
Kadjata Bah  East High School 
Michael Baines  Shabazz City High School 
Gladys Cruz-Perez Memorial High School 
Yoanna Hoskins  La Follette High School 
Isabella Saiz  West High School 

 
Six students received $1,000 Outstanding Senior Awards for academic achievement, leadership and community service: 
 

Ethan Arndt  Edgewood High School 
Adeline Daly Xistris East High School 
Laila Freeman  Shabazz City High School 
Jessica Jiang  Memorial High School 
Awonder Liang  West High School 
Melina Young Nguyen La Follette High School 
 

Congratulations to each of these students, and we wish them well in all their future endeavors! 
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 Kaleem Caire was featured in John Roach’s column about his success and his vision for One City Schools.  
Madison Magazine May 21 

 Joe Loehnis was quoted in an article about Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra’s Concerts on the Square moving to 
Breese Stevens Field for 2021.  WSJ 4/21 

 
 

 
 

 May 2 -- Mary Donahue -- Adm. Date:  6/24/2015   Community Services.  DAIS       
 May 2 -- Vicki Holschuh -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2016   Community Services.  Goodwill of South Central Wisconsin, Inc.    

Former Rotarian at WhitefishBay/Milwaukee   
 May 2 -- Rich Leffler -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2001   Colleges & Universities-Social Sciences-Retired.    Director 2011-13    

PHF 
 May 3 -- Elizabeth Kirchstein -- Adm. Date:  6/24/2020   Insurance-Retired.         
 May 3 -- Dick Lovell -- Adm. Date:  7/7/2004   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Director 2012-14    PHF 

(2) 
 May 7 -- Terry Anderson -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2000   Government-State-Retired.    Director 2005-09.  President 

2007-08. 100% Attendance since 6/7/2000  Formerly Rotarian at Pierre, SD 1995-2000  PHF (7) 
 May 7 -- LJ Charleston -- Adm. Date:  6/24/2020   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  UW-Madison       

 
 

   
   Jen Savino, chairperson of our Community Grants Committee, announced this year’s community grants during our April 28 th 
meeting.   
   Each year, our Madison Rotary Foundation provides grants from the proceeds of our annual community grants campaign as well as 
the income from our invested funds.  Our foundation currently has assets of over $15 million.   
   This year, due to COVID-19, we didn’t receive as many grant requests as in past years because some organizations have not been 
able to operate their in-person programs during the pandemic.  This year, we received 62 applications that totaled $313,000.  We 
awarded grants to 45 organizations with the grants totaling $213,594.  Here are a few examples of the types of grants we are awarding 
this year:  Rental and transportation assistance for families experience homelessness; health sessions for children and families in crisis 
due to the pandemic; school supplies for children in need; evening meals for low income seniors; and speech and language therapy for 
children with Downs Syndrome.  
   Because of members’ generous gifts to our Madison Rotary Foundation during our annual campaign, we are helping 45 organizations 
reach people in need in Madison. In addition, over $23,000 was approved for international projects, and our International Committee is 
working to finalize those funding details.  We’ll hear more about those projects soon.   
   While we would typically invite representatives from the organizations to attend one of our luncheons, due to the continuing 
pandemic, we are unable to have them attend in person.   
   Thank you to all of our members who provided support to our Madison Rotary Foundation during our community grants campaign.  It 
is because of you that we can make these meaningful gifts to help make our community a better place to live for everyone.  Thank you!  
   For a full listing of this year’s funding, see page 7. 
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