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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel & Online 

(subject to change) 
 May 5 

Dennis Dresang 
Patrick J. Lucey: A 
Lasting Legacy 

 May 12 
Angela Janis 
Cannabis: The Move 
Towards Legalization. 
What are the 
Implications? 

 May 19 
Christopher Kolakowski   
The Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum:  Every Veteran 
is a Story 

 
 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 23, 2021 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

 
 

During Phase-In Time, Meetings will start at 12:10pm; end by 1:05pm 
April 28 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel   

Letesha Nelson: Be the One: Community and Youth Leadership 
in 2021 and Beyond 
   The Goodman Center believes in empowering youth to use their 
voice and advocate for their needs. In next week’s Rotary 
presentation, CEO and Executive Director Letesha Nelson will 
share a look at where the Goodman Center has been in 2020 and 
where it plans to go in 2021, focusing specifically on the Center’s 
college and career readiness initiatives.  
   Letesha Nelson joined the Goodman Community Center in 
January of this year. She brings to Goodman a long career working 
in the nonprofit sector, having spent more than 15 years with the 
Girl Scouts of America in roles ranging from direct service to Chief 
Operating Officer, as well as working as the Executive Director of Children and Family 
enrichment at Idlewild in Memphis, Tennessee.  
   The Goodman Community Center is the largest neighborhood center in Madison and works to strengthens lives and 
secure futures through a variety of programs that they host on Madison’s east side. The organization houses a preschool, 4-
year-old kindergarten, afterschool programs for all ages, an alternative high school, an older adult program, food pantry and 
fitness center. 
   If you plan to attend our meeting in person, be sure to make a reservations as we have a capacity limit of 99 (see link 
below to register to attend in-person). 
 

IN-PERSON MEETING APRIL 28 AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Click here to register:  https://forms.gle/cKST5AMsNPJ8bE3Z7  
Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is April 27 at noon. 

 
 
 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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Environmental Issues in Understandable Terms 
   Our guest speaker this week was Dr. Elizabeth Bagley, Director of Drawdown Learn at Project Drawdown, speaking to us 
on a pre-recorded video from Sitka, Alaska. Dr. Bagley received her undergraduate degree from UW-Madison as well as her 
Ph.D. jointly in Environment and Resources and Educational Psychology. She is clearly well suited to teach us about 
environmental issues in understandable terms. 
   “Drawdown” refers to that point at which human-made atmospheric chemicals that support climate change and warming 
begin to decline. Dr. Bagley offered us a number of ways that we can arrive at this point of drawdown, beginning 
immediately. These solutions fall under three broad categories: Reduce the Sources of climate change; support the natural 
Heat Sinks that reduce these pollutants; and help Society make necessary changes. All of these solutions, she argues, are 
possible right now. 
   Drawdown and ESRAG (an environmental group within Rotary International represented here by Paul Riehemann and 
Karen Kendrick-Hands) advocate planting millions of trees that will reduce carbon dioxide levels of the atmosphere. Support 
electricity reform such as solar and wind power. Reduce food waste and increase composting. Reduce leaks of harmful 
refrigerants into the atmosphere where they do their thing: trapping heat. Reform transportation by increasing the use of 
electric vehicles and bicycles. Heat sinks can be supported by agricultural practices, the planting of trees, and the 
restoration of damaged ecosystems. Society can be mobilized in the effort by reforming practices in health and education. 
Dr. Bagley suggested solutions that are not pie-in-the-sky or wildly expensive, and that are actually already being done in 
places around the world with support from organizations like Rotary. She grew up on a sheep farm in western Wisconsin 
and earned undergraduate and graduate degrees from a great research university. The combination has produced an 
articulate, knowledgeable, and practical worker in the cause of preventing catastrophic change in our atmosphere. 
   Our thanks to Elizabeth Bagley for her presentation this week and to Rich Leffler for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/zI899HBa4bI.        
 
 

IN-PERSON MEETINGS AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  Click here to register:  

https://forms.gle/cKST5AMsNPJ8bE3Z7 
Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is April 27 at non. 
   We are back to in-person meetings at the Park Hotel, and we will continue to livestream our meetings for anyone who 
prefers not to attend in person yet.  To attend the April 28 in-person meeting at the Park Hotel, click on this link to 
register:  https://forms.gle/cKST5AMsNPJ8bE3Z7 
 
  Or, you may contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 to make a reservation. Deadline for reservations is April 27 at noon.   

 During the current Phase-in stage, we can accommodate 99 people.  If we have reached our capacity, we will 
advise you via email. 

 Food options:  Since the Park Hotel kitchen is not open until May, you can bring your own lunch and beverage or 
buy a snack bag (apple, orange, granola bar, sun chips, chocolate chip cookies and bottled water) for $5 or opt not to 
have lunch. 

 Attendance is optional; names of members attending will have name pre-printed name badges prepared for pick 
up at the meeting.  
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To ensure that we stay as safe as possible and still meet in person: 

- If you plan to attend, remember to make a reservation online or call the office. That is very important because we 
cannot go over our limit for the room. 

- We have space for 99 people in the room instead of our normal 235+ attendance. 
- There are 3 seats at each table so we can follow the “6 feet apart” rule. 
- We preprint name badges for those who have made a reservation, and the badges are spread out so there isn’t a 

cluster of people.    
- Face masks are required.  That includes those who have been vaccinated.  If you need a mask, just ask for a mask 

at the front desk in the main lobby. 
- Hand sanitizer stations are plentiful in the hotel. 
- The hotel’s kitchen is not yet open, so you can bring your own food and beverage in these first few weeks back to 

meeting.   
- The hotel’s valet parking is open and the cost is $6.  You’ll need to bring exact change and no credit cards yet.  

There is also plenty of parking in the ramps and on the street currently. 
- There were other details in last Friday’s newsletter including information about food since the hotel’s kitchen is not 

yet open.  
 

An Opportunity to Serve at Our Weekly Rotary Meetings:  A Call for Volunteers 
   As we are now getting back to in-person meetings, we are seeking a few more volunteers to help run the equipment to 
livestream our meetings.  Ultimately, we’d like to have 8 volunteers total to serve with Brian Basken and Jason Beren on a 
rotational schedule as we move forward.  Please contact the Rotary office (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164) 
if you are willing to learn more about helping with the videorecordings at our weekly meetings.  Thank you! 

 

 
 
   Last spring, we held our 4th annual fund drive for the Rotary International Foundation, and our thanks to Charles 
McLimans for chairing this drive during a challenging year of the pandemic.  This is one of the four priorities of giving of our 
members--and not to be confused with our local annual fund drive which begins in the fall that raises dollars primarily for 
local projects in Madison. 
   During our April 21st Rotary meeting, Charles McLimans thanked members who made a contribution, and he provided a 
summary of the campaign: 

 We raised $54,340 for The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International during the campaign.  This means we  
raised more than the required $100 per member in order to qualify for matching dollars from our Rotary District 
and Rotary International.  During a year of a pandemic, this means so much more, so thank you to all who 
contributed! 

 191 members made a gift to the campaign. 
 72 members achieved a Paul Harris Fellow level with 6 of them being new Paul Harris Fellows.  
 56% of our membership are now Paul Harris Fellows. 

   Gifts to the Rotary International Foundation are helping areas impacted by the pandemic, those hit by a natural disaster by 
having schools and other buildings rebuilt, women and men are taught skills in order to make a sustainable living, and 
children and adults receive much needed medical care.  A great first-hand example of the type of project funded by your 
gifts to the Rotary International Foundation is our club’s Change HERstory project in Ghana that was funded a few years 
ago.  And, a new focus area is the environment, and we thank member Karen Kendrick-Hands for her efforts in adding this 
important new area of focus. 
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   A handout was distributed at our luncheon this week which included the names of all members who made a gift.  Here is a 
link to the handout:  Rotary International Foundation Thank You to 2020 Contributors. 
   We sincerely thank all members who made a gift last year.  Mary Donahue will be at our Rotary podium in a few weeks 
to kick off our 2021 campaign, and we look forward to hearing from Mary on May 5. 
   Thank you. 
 

 

Plans for Tree Planting in October and November – Contact the Office to Sign Up 
   Jim Christensen serves as a member of our Community Projects Committee, and he has organized our club’s tree 
planting service projects since 2018 – thank you, Jim!  Jim provided us with an update on this project during our April 21 
meeting, and here is a summary of his remarks: 
   Our Rotary Club is a service club with over 400 members, one of the largest Rotary clubs in the international organization.  
A goal of the International organization a few years ago was to plant a tree for every member of the club, and we have 
accepted that challenge.  We plan to do those plantings over several years.  Our goal is to plant 100 trees annually.  To 
accomplish that goal, we have partnered with the Urban Tree Alliance to provide the expertise on where trees are needed, 
what trees to plant, how to plant the trees, and how to create programs to maintain them so they become a sustainable 
resource for Madison and the globe. 
   Urban Tree Alliance has worked with community schools to determine the number of trees needed to overcome the 
damage to ash trees, and the general needs of each campus canopy.  Lindbergh as an example was one of the campuses 
reviewed, and there has been a map drawn that indicates where trees should be planted.  This organization has the 
equipment, resources, and expertise that will be necessary to successfully plant the trees needed in the Madison 
community. 
   The Urban Tree Alliance made another partnership with the Madison Community Development Authority to assist them 
with tree planting at their facilities around the city. The Urban Tree Alliance even did planting during the pandemic.   
  Our club is recruiting members to volunteer, and we are also asking our club sponsored UW-Madison Rotaract Club and 
high school Interact groups to be part of the work crew that will work with the Urban Tree Alliance to do the plantings.   
   Now that many of us have been vaccinated, we will have opportunities for Rotarians to contribute to this special project 
with planting scheduled in October and November.   
   Here is a summary of what has been done and will be done this fall: 
 

        
Year Trees Planted Volunteers 

2018 95 46 
2019 129 33 
2020 124 

 2021 55 tbd 

   TOTAL 348 79 
Projected 403 

     
   We will be recruiting members to help with this effort in the fall, and we hope you can join us for this sustaining effort.  
More details will be provided in the fall. 
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   Our Community Projects Committee invites club members to join them for a volunteer event at The River Food Pantry, 
2201 Darwin Road, on the northeast side of Madison, on Friday, May 7, and/or Saturday, May 8.   
 

 Friday, May 7th for FAM Meal Prep: 11:00am-1:00pm shift  The River’s curbside meal program, called 
FAM (Family At-Home Meals), provides healthy, ready-to-eat meals for families to share in the safety of their 
homes. Work together with other Rotarians in the kitchen to prepare, package, and serve these take-home meals. 

 Saturday, May 8th for MUNCH Production: 8:30-10:30am  MUNCH provides mobile lunch services 
directly to children and families within their local neighborhoods. Work together with other Rotarians in the kitchen 
to prepare and package these meals. 

 

   To sign up to volunteer for this event, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffce@rotarymadison.org.  
Indicate the total number of volunteers. 
   “Madison Downtown Rotary Rotarian At Work” t-shirts are available at a cost of $11 per shirt.  Contact the Rotary office to 
purchase a t-shirt.    
 

 
 

 Tara Grays was interviewed for InBusiness.com’s Professional of the Week column.  4/6 
 

 

 
 

 Apr. 25 -- Beth Prochaska -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2000   Architecture.  Potter Lawson, Inc.  Director 2018-20  Formerly 
Rotarian at Madison WT-Middleton  PHF (3) 

 Apr. 26 -- James Bartzen -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2016   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP       
 Apr. 26 -- Casey Liakos -- Adm. Date:  3/6/2019   Consulting.  Carex Consulting Group       
 Apr. 27 -- Bob Westervelt -- Adm. Date:  9/3/1980   Brokerage & Investments-Retired.    Director 1985-87; Winter 

Res is BUS.    PHF (4) 
 Apr. 28 -- Ron Luskin -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2014   Foundations-Retired.         
 Apr. 28 -- Lisa Zwierzynski -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Health Services.  The Waterford at Fitchburg       
 Apr. 29 -- Sean Baxter -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2007   Real Estate.  Kayser Automotive Group      PHF (5) 
 Apr. 29 -- Neil Dinndorf -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Brokerage & Investments.  EnRich Financial Partners, LLC       
 Apr. 29 -- Carmen Porco -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2002   Housing.  Carmen Porco Consulting Services      PHF 
 Apr. 30 -- Hank Curran -- Adm. Date:  5/8/1974   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Vice President 1983-

84, Director 1982-84    PHF (2) 
 
 


