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Upcoming Programs 
at Park Hotel & Online 

(subject to change) 
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During Phase-In Time, Meetings will start at 12:10pm; end by 1:05pm 
April 21 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel   

Elizabeth Bagley: From Global to Local: Climate Solutions in Action 
   During Earth Month, we often reflect on our connection with the 
natural world. Our purpose as human beings in this moment is to 
create a livable future, together--to build a bridge from where we are 
today to the world we want to for ourselves, for all of life, and for 
generations yet to come. Join us next week on April 21 at the Park 
Hotel (will also be available to view online) when guest speaker 
Elizabeth Bagley, Director of Drawdown Learn at Project Drawdown, 
describes the Drawdown Framework for Climate Solutions and 
provides examples of solutions in action around the world. 
   Elizabeth holds joint PhD degrees in Environment & Resources and Educational 
Psychology from UW-Madison, where she studied how video games can encourage systems 
thinking about complex environmental topics. She earned joint MS degrees in Conservation 
Biology and Sustainable Development and Educational Psychology and BS degrees in 
Zoology and Biological Aspects of Conservation. 
  If you plan to attend our meeting in person, be sure to make a reservations as we have a capacity limit of 99 (see link 
below to register to attend in-person). 
 
 

IN-PERSON MEETING APRIL 21 AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Click here to register:  https://forms.gle/D9bJQKnTaBTRopT77 
 

Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is April 20 at noon. 
 

 
 
 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 
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“We Must Not Accept Complacency” 
   On an historic day, when the Club returned to the Park Hotel for the first time in more than a year of pandemic isolation, 
our speaker was fellow Rotarian Jason Fields. Jason is the new president of the Madison Regional Economic Partnership. 
He spoke on the topic “We Must Not Accept Complacency.” The title derives from his belief that Madison is a great place to 
live and work, but his mission is to give his all for everyone he deals with, always. And he construes economic development 
to mean “to empower people.” All people. He is motivated by the question that his wife asked him: “Yes, Madison is a great 
place. But for who?” He briefly referred to the statistics we all know, that Wisconsin has huge disparities between its White 
and Black populations. He and his wife were themselves discriminated against while seeking a home here as they move 
from Milwaukee. This is never acceptable. Beyond the immorality of it, we have to send a message that this will not be 
tolerated if we really want to be competitive in attracting talent. 
   Jason mentioned several issues that MadRep will be working on. One is broadband, which is not evenly available in the 
state, in rural areas and among minority populations. He will also be addressing the problem of unequal access to capital by 
various populations. A fund is being created. There is also a tension between Milwaukee and Madison that is unnecessary 
and harmful to development here and should be eliminated. We should unlearn Midwest modesty and learn to brag about 
ourselves to attract talent from Minnesota, Illinois, and the world. Another problem we face: We tend to “sacrifice progress to 
perfection.” Task forces talk, and nothing gets done. There has to be a sense of urgency. 
   Jason is a man of diverse experiences. He has been a politician, a financial adviser, a banker, a radio show host, and a 
podcaster. He is a dynamic speaker. A man with passion and an idealism disciplined by reality. He will be a valuable 
member of the Club and the community. 
   Our thanks to Jason Fields for his presentation this week and to Rich Leffler for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/LBCqc9c_bcE.       
 
“Isn’t It Great to Be Back?!” 
These were the words of President Jorge’s opening message to Rotarians who gathered at the Park Hotel this week. 
 

       
 
“What a great gift we have been given to be part of this Rotary Club and to be able to connect, grow and serve with so many 
outstanding leaders of our community.  We’ve missed each other this past year, and what a great feeling it is to be here 
together to connect in person!  And I look forward to seeing everyone in the weeks to come!”  Visit our club’s Facebook 
page for more photos! 
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IN-PERSON MEETINGS AT PARK HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  Click here to register:  
https://forms.gle/D9bJQKnTaBTRopT77 

Limited Seating Available.  Deadline for reservations is April 20 at noon. 
   We are back to in-person meetings at the Park Hotel, and we will continue to livestream our meetings for anyone who 
prefers not to attend in person yet.  To attend the April 21 in-person meeting at the Park Hotel, click on this link to 
register:  https://forms.gle/D9bJQKnTaBTRopT77 
  Or, you may contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 to make a reservation. Deadline for reservations is April 20 at noon.   

 During the current Phase-in stage, we can accommodate 99 people.  If we have reached our capacity, we will 
advise you via email. 

 Food options:  Since the Park Hotel kitchen is not open until May, you can bring your own lunch and beverage or 
buy a snack bag (apple, orange, granola bar, sun chips, chocolate chip cookies and bottled water) for $5 or opt not to 
have lunch. 

 Attendance is optional; names of members attending will have pre-printed name badges prepared for pick up at 
the meeting.  
 

 
 

Virginia Bartelt and Carole Trone Receive Rotary Club of Madison Service Awards 
Introduced by Renee Moe – April 14, 2021 
  Each year, our club recognizes six members for their service to our Rotary Club in one of the five avenues of service, 
which are club, community, international, vocational or youth service.  On April 14, Renee Moe introduced two Rotary Club 
of Madison service award recipients: 
 

Virginia Bartelt received our club’s Vocational Service Award.  Virginia has been a member of 
our Rotary Club since 2006, and she was previously a member and past president of the Middleton 
Area Sunrise Rotary Club.  Virginia is President of Bartelt Grob Law Office in Middleton and is 
married to Doug Gerhart whom she met in our Rotary Club.  With Virginia’s law background, she 
has been incredibly helpful to our club in her role as our club’s bylaws advisor.   The past year has 
created some extra challenges for us in handling membership voting. We are set-up for in person 
voting per our bylaws, so Virginia found a solution for us so we could continue with our elections on 
schedule during the past year of the pandemic.   

   She also helps review the Rotary International’s council on legislation decisions and helps us update our club bylaws 
based on any new actions from those decisions by Rotary International.  In addition, Virginia chairs our Madison Rotary 
Foundation Major Gifts Committee, and she has served on our Orientation and Member Development Committees.   
She has been a mentor to a Rotary Scholar, and she served on our board of directors.   
   Beyond our Rotary Club, Virginia has been a trainer at the district level and was an assistant district governor.  She was 
the leader of a Group Study Exchange Team Leader that traveled to Northern India, and she has participated in a PolioPlus 
National Immunization Day in India.   
   With all of these activities, it is easy to see why she is being named with our club’s Vocational Service Award.   
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Carole Trone received our club’s Youth Service Award.  Carole has been a member of our Rotary 
Club for 8 years.  She holds a Ph.D. Degree in Educational Policy Studies, and she connects 
resources and information with people to empower access and success.  That’s also true about her 
service within Rotary.   
   Carole volunteers within several of our Rotary youth related committees to help students grow and 
succeed.  She has been involved with our annual Rotary Ethics Symposium for high school juniors, 
has been a mentor to a Rotary Scholar, works with our Rotaract Advisory Group, and she chairs our 
Interact Advisory Committee.  Carole has attended a number of Interact meetings at Madison East 

High School, engaging these students in leadership activities and community service.  
   It is for her continuing dedication to volunteering within these Rotary youth committees and activities that we are naming 
her with this year’s Rotary Club of Madison Youth Service Award.   
 
 
Our congratulations to Virginia Bartelt and Carole Trone on receiving these awards.  Our Club has made a $200 gift in each 

of their names to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International, and each is receiving a certificate and a special pin. 
Thank you, Virginia Bartelt and Carole Trone for your continuing service to Rotary! 

 
 

 
 

Clarification of In-Person Meeting Procedures and Attendance 
Presented by Bob Calder – April 14, 2021 
   On April 14th, President Jorge Hidalgo asked Bob Calder, a retired epidemiologist, to respond to a question asked by a 
member about coming back to in-person meetings starting this week, and here’s is Bob’s summary presented at the 
meeting: 
   No one is REQUIRED to attend meetings. We are not requiring 50% attendance, at least right now, so anyone who 
prefers can participate in our meetings online.  To respond more completely, however, I’d like to address two issues: 

1. Why is it prudent to offer in-person attendance at this point in the pandemic and, 
2. What predictions can we make about the future of the pandemic? 

   Whenever, I hear the word “prediction,” I think of Yogi Berra’s sage advice: you may recall, he said: “Predictions are hard 
to make…especially about the future.” So, why are we having an in-person meeting today?  One way to think about this is: 
what is the probability that someone in this room, right now, has COVID?  

 Well…lately we’ve had as many as 1,000 COVID cases reported per day in Wisconsin.  
 If we assume that the true number of cases is really FIVE times higher (a very pessimistic assumption these days) 

that means about 5,000 cases per day in Wisconsin.  
 And, if each person remains infectious for 10 days, that means we have about 50,000 infectious people in the state 

right now.  
 Since there are over 5.8 million people in Wisconsin, 50,000 is less than 1%!  
 So, if we assume that this room contains a random sample of people from Wisconsin, we may have, using these 

very pessimistic assumptions, one person in this room who is infectious! 
 On the other hand, this is NOT a representative sample of people from all over Wisconsin, and I would bet that at 

least half of us have had at least one COVID vaccination.  
   When you combine these estimates with masking and social distancing, I feel very comfortable standing right here 
right now in this room! 
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   So, what predictions can we make about this pandemic?  Keeping Yogi Berra’s advice in mind, there are two trends or 
“forces,” if you will, that may or may not balance one another out. Those two forces are:  

 the infectiousness of the new COVID variants and  
 the rate at which we become vaccinated (and the current vaccines provide substantial protection even against 

the variants). 
   Since the new variants are more highly infectious, the level of “herd immunity” required to stop the pandemic is higher. 
Why is that?  Well, if you consider that initially each person infected with COVID was estimated to infect THREE other 
persons, if TWO of those three (67%) were immune, each infected person would only infect ONE other person. That would 
cause the epidemic to just barely continue, but not increase. So, in that situation, the so-called “herd immunity” threshold 
was two thirds, or 67%.  Well, what happens to the herd immunity threshold if the average infected person passes the virus 
to FIVE other people? It is obvious that in order to prevent an epidemic in that case, at least FOUR of the five must be 
immune, or a herd immunity threshold of 80%. That’s how I teach medical students to calculate herd immunity thresholds in 
their heads.  I don’t teach them to memorize formulas!   
   On the other hand, the “force” countering this increased infectiousness is the rate at which we all become immune, mostly 
through vaccination. It’s a race against time to see which of these forces wins out.  We could try to model this situation 
mathematically with differential equations for example, and I know people like Jason are thinking about that, but since we 
don’t know all of the “initial conditions” such as the exact number of infectious people, the rate at which vaccinations are 
taking place, and the duration of immunity, these mathematical models are, at most, a very rough guide. So, I can’t predict 
what will happen. But, right now, I think what we are doing is very prudent.  
 
   To ensure that we stay as safe as possible and still meet in person: 

- If you do plan to attend, remember to make a reservation online or call the office. That is very important because we 
cannot go over our limit for the room. 

- We have space for 99 people in the room instead of our normal 235+ attendance. 
- There are 3 seats at each table so we can follow the “6 feet apart” rule. 
- We preprint name badges for those who have made a reservation, and the badges are spread out so there isn’t a 

cluster of people.    
- Face masks are required.  That includes those who have been vaccinated.  If you need a mask, just ask for a mask 

at the front desk in the main lobby. 
- Hand sanitizer stations are plentiful in the hotel. 
- The hotel’s kitchen is not yet open, so you can bring your own food and beverage in these first few weeks back to 

meeting.   
- The hotel’s valet parking is open and the cost is $6.  You’ll need to bring exact change and no credit cards yet.  

There is also plenty of parking in the ramps and on the street currently. 
- There were other details in last Friday’s newsletter including information about food since the hotel’s kitchen is not 

yet open.  
   It’s been a very challenging year for everyone, and it’s great to be back here at the Park Hotel.  We hope to see more 
members in person in the coming weeks, and we will keep you posted about any changes to the guidelines.   
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Our Community Projects Committee invites club members to join them for a volunteer event at The River Food Pantry, 
2201 Darwin Road, on the northeast side of Madison, on Friday, May 7, and/or Saturday, May 8.   
 

 Friday, May 7th for FAM Meal Prep: 11:00am-1:00pm shift  The River’s curbside meal program, called 
FAM (Family At-Home Meals), provides healthy, ready-to-eat meals for families to share in the safety of their 
homes. Work together with other Rotarians in the kitchen to prepare, package, and serve these take-home meals. 

 Saturday, May 8th for MUNCH Production: 8:30-10:30am  MUNCH provides mobile lunch services 
directly to children and families within their local neighborhoods. Work together with other Rotarians in the kitchen 
to prepare and package these meals. 

 
   To sign up to volunteer for this event, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffce@rotarymadison.org.  
Indicate the total number of volunteers. 
   “Madison Downtown Rotary Rotarian At Work” t-shirts are available at a cost of $11 per shirt.  Contact the Rotary office to 
purchase a t-shirt.    
 

 
 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks Martha Casey for her generous gift in 
memory of Phil Levy and Moses Altsech and Jayne Coster for their gifts in memory of Jeanne Silverberg. 
 

 
 

 Gloria Reyes was featured in an article reflecting on her time as president of the Madison School Board as she 
moves to her new position with Briarpatch Youth Services.  4/5 Madison365  

 

 
 

 Apr. 18 -- Kristine Euclide -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2000   Energy Services-Retired.         
 Apr. 21 -- Chuck Dorgan -- Adm. Date:  6/14/1989   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  University 

of Wisconsin      PHF (8) 
 Apr. 22 -- Frank Byrne -- Adm. Date:  2/7/2007   Health Services-Retired.    Director 2014-16  Formerly Rotarian at 

Ft. Wayne, IN 2002-09  PHF (4) 
 Apr. 22 -- Kyle Nondorf -- Adm. Date:  3/3/2021   Health Services.  SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital - Madison       
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 Apr. 23 -- Nino Amato -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Associations-Business & Professional.  Coalition of Wisconsin 
Aging Groups    Former Rotary member 2002-07; 2014-2017  PHF 

 Apr. 24 -- Denny Carey -- Adm. Date:  10/30/2002   Health Services-Retired.   Formerly Rotarian at Madison 
Breakfast.  PHF (3) 

 Apr. 24 -- Christian Overland -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2019   Government-State.  Wisconsin Historical Society       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


