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The Madison, WI Rotary News for September 2, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Sept. 9 Online Speaker:  Major General Marcia Anderson   
How I Rose in the Ranks and Leadership in Times of Crisis 

   At our next online Rotary meeting on September 9, guest speaker Major 
General Marcia Anderson will discuss her experiences over a 36 year 
military career, focusing on how she successfully navigated a large 
organization that has a culture that requires strategic, results-oriented 
leaders who can work with a wide variety of people and adapt quickly to 
changing requirements.  She will also share how the military trains leaders 
and teams to operate during a crisis, either for short or long term 
outcomes.   
   Major General Anderson retired in 2016 from a distinguished career in 

the U. S. Army Reserve after 36 years of service including serving as the Deputy Commanding 
General of the Army’s Human Resources Command at Fort Knox, Kentucky, from 2010-2011.  In 
2011, she became the first African American woman to achieve the rank of Major General in the 
history of the U. S. Army.  Her service culminated with her assignment at the Pentagon as the 
Deputy Chief Army Reserve (DCAR).  As the DCAR, she represented the Chief, Army Reserve, 
and had oversight for the planning, programming, and resource management for the execution of 

an Army Reserve budget of $8 billion that supported over 225,000 Army Reserve Soldiers, civilians and their families.   She 
is a graduate of the Rutgers University School of Law, the U. S. Army War College and Creighton University.  Her awards 
include the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit and Meritorious Service Medals, as well as the Parachutists 
Badge.   
   She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Bay Packers, and she also serves as a Director for MGE 
Energy and is on the board of Access Community Health.   
 

 
    

“What Good Shall I Do Today?”  
   First, the surprise news:  District Governor Bill Pritchard asked the president of each club in our district to select a “Yes 
Person” for recognition by Governor Pritchard, a person who always says “yes” when needed.  

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs 

(subject to change) 

 September 16 
Amy Gilman 
Museums in the 
21st Century 

 September 23 
Charles Tubbs 
and Dane Co. 
Exec. Joe Parisi 
Keeping Dane 
County Safe 
During COVID-19 

 September 30 
MMSD 
Superintendent 
Carlton Jenkins & 
MMSD Board 
President Gloria 
Reyes 
MMSD Referenda 
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   President Jorge selected Brian Basken, who assembles weekly the YouTube meetings we view as a cohesive whole.  
Each club’s recipient will receive a journal imprinted with Benjamin Franklin’s words “What good shall I do this day?”  And 
one among the many named recipients will be given a free trip to the June 2021 Rotary International conference in Teipei, 
Taiwan.  Congratulations and thanks, Brian! 
   Governor Pritchard is no stranger to our club.  A “numbers guy”, he recited statistics of our attendance, membership 
decline, and diversity, as well as key metrics of exemplary participation in fellowship groups, charitable giving and 
community support, and generous contributions to District 6250 and Rotary International. 
   He addressed the current “new virtual normal” and the need to pivot in our long-term approach to club needs with a 
“hybrid future” that may provide useful flexibility in our operations.   
   Governor Pritchard also urged us to hold new members’ attention into the critical three-year member mark that cements 
interest, by ensuring that each new member’s expectations are deliberately discerned and addressed. 
   If you haven’t seen the Governor’s speech yet, it’s worth watching.  Those with questions for Governor Pritchard may 
send them to Jorge or the Rotary office so that they may be shared with the Governor next Tuesday when he attends our 
club’s Board meeting. 
   Our thanks to District Governor Bill Pritchard for his presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown for preparing this 
review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/Ffee29ggI6I.      
 

 
 
   As part of Rotary District Governor Bill Pritchard’s presentation on 
September 2, he introduced Brian Basken as our club’s recipient of 
the Rotary District 6250 “Yes Award.”  
   COVID-19 has impacted so many normal activities, including our 
Rotary Club and how it is able to function.  Because of an incredible 
Rotarian – Brian Basken -- we began virtual meetings starting April 1.  
We have been able to continue meeting virtually each Wednesday 
noon which is allowing our membership to continue to “Connect, 
Grow and Serve” during the pandemic. 
   Brian has transformed his conference room at Pearson Engineering into our “Rotary Meeting Studio,” and he volunteers 
his time each week to help with A/V to produce our weekly meeting online.  During the weeks when we do not have a live 
presenter, like this week, he spends several hours splicing videos together to get to the final finished video to show to 
members.  These meetings are livestreamed to YouTube, and we generally have over 100 watching at noon on 
Wednesdays, and the views on YouTube grow to over 240 on average by the end of each week. 
   Brian exemplifies the “Service Above Self” motto of Rotary.  He does not seek attention for his efforts and is just happy to 
provide this service to our Rotary Club to keep members connected.  This is why we nominated Brian for the “Yes Award.”   
   Brian, thank you for your continuing service, and congratulations on the recognition from District Governor Bill Pritchard. 
 

 
 

   Are you among members interested in getting together with other Rotary members in groups of fewer than 10?  If so, 
you’ll want to check out our club’s new Facebook Closed Group that is only for our club members.  In this new group, you 
can invite Rotarians to “Pop-up” social events or to volunteer together in the community.  With these gatherings, the current 
social distancing rules will be followed. 
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   If you would like to join this new “Rotary Club of Madison: Connect. Grow. Serve” Facebook Closed Group, search for it 
on Facebook and send a request to join or contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org, 
and they can send you an invitation via Facebook to join this members-only group. 
 

 
 

   Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing and we will 
pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
   This week’s Quiz Question about the video:   How old was Rabbi Swarsensky when he came to Madison? 
  Be the first to email the correct response to the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to be this week’s 
winner! 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020.  
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   Our Community Projects Committee has a three-question survey about members’ interest in volunteering within the 
community.  The committee needs your help to identify areas of focus for volunteering. It will take less than a minute to 
complete the survey!  Click on the following link and respond by Sept. 11:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LSLN25P. 
  Your input will help our committee schedule future volunteer activities for our club members.  Thank you! 
 

 
 
   Even though we can’t see one another in person each week during the pandemic, there is one advantage of our online 
meetings.  Since we can have pre-recorded speakers, let us know if you have an idea and a connection to a national 
speaker that we could consider for one of our upcoming programs.  Please keep in mind as you consider national speakers 
that our club does not provide compensation to our speakers.  Let Neil Fauerbach, our Program Committee Chair, or the 
Rotary office know if you have an idea. 
 

 
 

 Congratulations to Anita Mahamed who has been named this year’s Woman of the Year by the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society in Madison. 

 Majid Sarmadi was pictured and quoted in an article about his work in designing a COVID-19 face mask that will 
be used by students and faculty on the UW-Madison campus.  UW-Madison News 8/26.  For his extensive efforts 
with the UW Face Mask Project, Majid has been named to the University System’s list of heroes.  Congratulations, 
Majid. 

 

 
 

 Sept. 7 -- Mark Greene -- Adm. Date:  6/4/2014   Financial Institutions.  Cuna Mutual Group       

 Sept. 7 -- Jennifer Winding -- Adm. Date:  2/3/2016   Business Services & Supplies.  The QTI Group    PHF 

 Sept. 9 -- Michelle Drea -- Adm. Date:  3/6/2019   Government-Local.  City of Madison       

 Sept. 9 -- Melinda Heinritz -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2017   Foundations.  Foundation for Madison’s Public Schools       

 Sept. 9 -- Mike Wilson -- Adm. Date:  9/9/1987   Physician-Retired.    Director 1996-98; 100% Attendance since 
7/1/1995    PHF (12) 

 Sept. 11 -- Emily Gruenewald -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2019   Arts-Performing.  Overture Center for the Arts    Former 
Rotarian at Janesville 2008-11   
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