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September 30: MMSD Superintendent Carlton Jenkins and Board 
President Gloria Reyes on MMSD Referenda 
   Join us next week, September 30, online when new Madison Metropolitan School District 
Superintendent Carlton Jenkins will present alongside MMSD Board of Education President 
Gloria Reyes, on the two MMSD referenda questions which will appear on the November 3 ballot.   
The questions on the ballot pertain to facilities and to operating expenses. 

   Dr. Carlton Jenkins is the first Black Superintendent of the Madison 
Metropolitan School District, taking his position last month. Previously, he 
served as Superintendent of the Robbinsdale School District for the last five 
years, and prior to that served as Chief Academic Officer for the Atlanta 
Public School System in Atlanta, Georgia, and Superintendent of Saginaw 
Public Schools in Saginaw Michigan. He has held leadership positions in 
Wisconsin, Ohio and Michigan including as an MMSD Associate Principal for 
Madison Memorial High School and Associate Principal and Principal with 
the Beloit Public School District in Beloit, Wisconsin.  He earned his 

Doctorate degree in Philosophy and a Master’s degree in Educational Administration from UW-
Madison. In addition, he holds a Bachelor’s degree in Health and Physical Education from Mississippi Valley State 
University.  One of his current service commitments involves serving as a mentor for the AASA Urban Superintendents 
Academy. 
 

   Gloria Reyes has committed her career to public service as a Law Enforcement Officer and 
Deputy Mayor.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Behavioral Science and Law from UW-Madison.  
Gloria also earned her Master’s degree in Public Administration from American Military University.  
She currently teaches in the Madison College Law Enforcement Academy and Criminal Justice 
Program.  She has served as President of Centro Hispano of Dane County Board of Directors.  In 
April of 2018, Ms. Reyes pursued her political aspirations and was elected to the Madison School 
Board as the first Latina to serve in this role and is now currently serving as President of the 
Madison School Board.  

 
 
 

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs 

(subject to change) 

 October 7 
Chris McIntosh 
The Economics of 
Opportunity 

 October 14 
Program Invitation 
Outstanding 

 October 21 
Eileen Harrington 
Restructuring City 
of Madison 
Government 

 October 28 
Darin Harris 
This is Not TV: 
Networking and 
Best Practices in 
Zoom 
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Keeping Dane County Safe During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
   This week’s presentation by Dane County Executive Joe Parisi and Rotarian Charles Tubbs, Director of Dane County 
Emergency Management, was not philosophical, but it was profound.  Many club members have limited contact with or 
personal need for the services our speakers described.  But in this period of colliding glaciers—the things that keep Charles 
Tubbs up at night—the scale and complexity of work performed by Dane County--is staggering. 
   Dane County responded to the pandemic mid-March, when it issued the first stay-at-home orders in the state and moved 
80% of its staff to virtual work. 
   The County is addressing especially the negative impact of the crises on shortages of funds for rent and food, and for 
small businesses and unemployment:  partnering with Second Harvest Bank and local farmers, spending $6 million to-date 
and an additional $1 million per month; using $11 million in grant funds for the “Dane Buy Local” initiative; $3.5 million for 
grants up to $15,000 to licensed child care providers; and earmarking $10 million for tenant rent coverage. 
   Alliant Energy Center now houses a 400-bed reserve field hospital, which also stockpiles personal protective equipment, 
administers about 2,000 Covid-19 tests daily, and follows up positive tests with contact tracing. 
   Charles Tubbs puts in seven-day weeks on more functions than can be contained here:  Conference calls of up to 450 
people daily with parallel agencies and policy sources; staying in touch with 61 county units of government; keeping social 
media up to date; housing the homeless; and on-the-ground work with United Way.   
   Tubbs says three things keep him awake at night:  threats such as active shooters, civil unrest, and cyber-attacks; severe 
weather and climate change; and the pandemic . . . to which one could add, the need for sustained federal financial support. 
   Dane County’s work is sometimes unsung, but it is critical to the fabric of Dane County’s society. 
   Our thanks to Dane County Executive Joe Parisi and to Charles Tubbs for their presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown 
for preparing this review article.  We also thank club member Paul Ranola for videotaping Joe Parisi and Charles Tubbs.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/EBviBTT9Cbc. 

        

 
 

   This is a final reminder that nominations for the annual Manfred Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award are due in the 
Rotary office by October 1. 
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing and we will 
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pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
   Last week’s Quiz Question about the video:   What did Rabbi Swarsensky found when he came to Madison? Answer:  
He founded Temple Beth El.  Congratulations to Andrea Kaminski who was the first to submit the winning response. 
  This week’s Quiz Question about the video:  What Ph.D. Degrees did Rabbi Swarsensky earn in Germany?  Be the 
first to email the correct response to the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to be this week’s winner! 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020. 
 

 
 

Rotary Programs on YouTube Benefit Members at Capitol Lakes and Beyond    
   As Executive Director of Capitol Lakes Retirement Center, club member Tim Conroy is always alert 
for opportunities to schedule good programs for residents.  The Covid restrictions on hosting in-person 
speakers at the Center led to a great arrangement with Rotary.  The program portion of our 

Wednesday meeting is now being shared in a Monday afternoon session at Capitol Lakes.  Rotary’s discussion session is 
not shown but the group watching via Zoom has its own discussion following the presentation.  With help from two of his 
fellow Rotarians, Don Snyder and Carol Toussaint, Tim now offers a “repeat” of what has been seen by Downtown 
Rotarians.  Thanks to the great work by the Program Committee and the technical talent of the crew producing weekly 
programs, there is a new and appreciative audience at Capitol Lakes. 

 

 
 

   In past years, 100% of the funds we raised during our annual fund drive was spent on projects and 
programs in our community. Our Madison Rotary Foundation did not have the ability to respond to 
emergency needs in between our funding cycle.  That changed starting with the 2019-2020 Rotary 
year, when we created a small fund to allow us to respond to emergency needs.   Our foundation now 
has approximately $4,000 available for emergency grants for needs that arise outside of our regular 
funding cycle.   
   In April of 2020, this new fund, called the Opportunity Fund, allowed us to provide $1,000 each to 

the 3 largest food pantries—Middleton Outreach Ministry, River Food Bank and Society of St. Vincent de Paul--as well as 
Second Harvest Foodbank which is helping with the increased need for food for families in need in our community due to 
the pandemic.   
   Our club applied for a matching grant from our district, and president Jorge was pleased to announce this week that the 
district approved a $4,000 matching grant.  Therefore, the four organizations serving people in need have now each 
received an additional $1,000 to help feed even more people in our community during this pandemic.  In addition, our 
Community Projects Committee continues to help provide volunteers to pack meals for some of these organizations. 
   We are pleased to share this news that our $4,000 turned into $8,000 to provide food for families in our community during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.   
   Your support of our Madison Rotary Foundation allowed us to make these gifts.  Thank you for helping to serve our 
community during this time of the pandemic.  
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You’re Invited:  A Conversation among Rotarians about Building Bridges across the Racial Divide 
Hosted by the Rotary Club of Madison’s Racial Equity & Inclusion Committee 

When:  Thursday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Want to make a difference, but not sure how to start?  Join fellow Rotarians for a conversation about bridging the racial 
divide. We’ll discuss specific actions we can each take to Connect with fellow Rotarians, new people and organizations; 
Grow in our understanding of our own biases and systemic racism; and Serve as allies in making change.  
   Sign-up to attend, and additional details will be sent.  Our committee will have you watch a recording of a July 29 webinar 
produced by fellow Rotarian Ron Luskin. The recording is titled, “A Conversation among White People about Bridging the 
Racial Divide,” which features four community leaders describing their journeys from understanding to action and offering 
suggestions on how everyone can get started in this work.  This webinar will be the launching point for our discussion about 
steps we as Rotarians can take in our own lives and in our community.  The webinar can be viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEBWOlHuSvo. 
   There is no cost to attend.  Deadline to register is October 6. 
   To register, click on the following link:  https://forms.gle/cJV233TNjka6gn9r9. 
  

 
 

 Masood Akhtar was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Why do Blacks pay the highest price?”  WSJ 9/19 

 Darin Harris, who serves on an Anti-Racism Committee in Dudgeon Monroe neighborhood, was pictured in an 
article about the committee’s efforts to produce a "When to call 911 guide." TCT 9/16/20 

 Jason Ilstrup was interviewed on CBS Evening News on September 12th talking about local businesses in college 
towns and how they are dealing with COVID-19 restrictions on sports. 

 

 
 

 Sept. 27 -- Darin Harris -- Adm. Date:  7/8/2020   Consulting.  Journey of Collaboration       

 Sept. 27 -- Brian Koch -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2013   Brokerage & Investments.  You Financial Group       

 Sept. 28 -- Wensy Melendez -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Construction.  Amigo Construction       

 Sept. 29 -- Curt Brink -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2007   Real Estate.  Curt Vaughn Brink Companies       

 Sept. 30 -- Bill White -- Adm. Date:  10/4/2006   Law.  Husch Blackwell LLP       

 Oct. 3 -- Ann Cardinale -- Adm. Date:  10/6/2004   Real Estate.  FirstWeber Group, Inc.  Sgt-at-Arms 2010-11     
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