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The Madison, WI Rotary News for September 18, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

September 23:  Charles Tubbs and Dane Co. Executive Joe Parisi  
Keeping Dane County Safe During COVID-19 
   At our next online Rotary meeting on September 23, fellow Rotarian Charles Tubbs and Dane 
Co. Executive Joe Parisi will talk about the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the residents of 
Dane County and efforts that have been taken to keep people safe. 

   Charles Tubbs is a man of dignity whose mere presence commands respect, 
yet if anyone could personify the words “compassion” and “mercy,” it would be 
him. As a former member and eventual Deputy Chief of the Beloit Police 
Department and the former Wisconsin State Capitol Police Chief, Tubbs has 
personally experienced both the best and worst times for Dane County. In that 
role, he built a reputation for his ability to deescalate particularly tense 
situations. He currently serves as the Director of the Dane County Emergency 
Management Department. 

   Joe Parisi has called Dane County home his entire life. He sought out public 
service as a way to give back to a community that has given so much to him. Joe 
was first elected as County Executive, the chief elected leader of Dane County, 
in 2011 after 6 years in the State Assembly and 8 years as Dane County Clerk. 
Joe’s priority is to ensure that everyone in our community has access to the 
opportunity to succeed.  

 

 
 

Pivoting for Change and Adaptation 
   In the Q&A following Chazen Director Amy Gilman’s presentation, she was asked if pandemic 
adjustments have had any benefits.   She replied that as the continuum suddenly ended, stillness 
enabled the Chazen—actually, all of us—to pivot from thoughts about how to return to normalcy 
and about how the museum can be more intentional about the future fulfillment of its mission. 
   The Chazen, a UW-Madison museum, has turned its attention to digital/virtual communication, 
foregoing written communication; alignment of resources (and possible shortages of tax income) 
with programs; expanding attention to donor communications; creating virtual programming; 
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development of collections; the rejuvenation of the original Chazen facility to more reflect change over time; and applying 
the measures of diversity and inclusiveness to all elements of its work.  In particular, she recommended to us Parkland: 
Birth of a Movement by David Cullen. 
   Two programs are illustrative:  First, virtual tours are in development in support of the UW Art History program, which was 
accustomed to using the museum’s galleries as part of its activities.  And the Chazen asked 100 Black Men of Madison 
what is needed by those whom they serve and that the museum could provide.  The result was 1,400 complete kits for two 
“making art” projects, complete with instructions, examples and necessary supplies . . . part of a significant museum pivot. 
   Extensive and significant responses to questions followed.  Several focused on the Alliance of American Museums’ 
forecast that 30% of the nation’s museums—not just art, and usually smaller and more fragile—might fold.  Gilman provided 
professionally accepted ethical standards for care of collections including their disposition to other museums with shared 
missions or use of funds from sales of collections for the care and growth of collections rather than for operations. 
   This was a thoughtful, introspective and constructive presentation informed by a continuing history of service to a variety 
of audiences—and complete with an invitation to virtual services now and to return to visits when possible. 
   Our thanks to Amy Gilman for her presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/pEnHuVM5Hr8. 
        

 
 

   Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing and we will 
pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
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  Last week’s Quiz Question:  In what year did Rabbi Swarsensky come to Madison?  Answer:  1940, and congratulations 
to Dori Hosek for being the first to email the office with the correct answer. 
   This week’s Quiz Question about the video:  What did Rabbi Swarsensky found when he came to Madison? 
   Be the first to email the correct response to the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to be this week’s 
winner! 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020.  
 

 
 
   Several years ago, club leaders established the following four philanthropic priorities of giving, and all members are asked 
to consider a gift to the four philanthropic priorities listed below.  In this new Rotary year, we will begin with the annual fund 
drive next month.  All members will receive a letter, and it will include giving during the previous year in the following 
categories. 
   Feel free to contact the Rotary office with any questions. 
 

Giving Priorities Timing Please consider... 

Annual Fund Drive 
Club Projects: Community Grants, 
Youth Awards, Ethics Symposium, Int’l 
Grants 

Once a year, Oct. 1 – Jan. 1 Meet/exceed average gift of $342 
 
 

Rotary International  Foundation 
(RIF) 
Projects within RI’s six areas of focus 

Once a year, month of May 
 

$100/year 
 
Paul Harris Fellow every $1,000 

Birthday Gift 
Foundation Corpus for Club Projects 

Once a year, during your birthday 
week 

Gift equal to your age, round up to 
$100 for Synergy Scholarship Fund 
 
 

Synergy Scholarship Fund 
Foundation Corpus for Scholarships 

Once a year, before May 
Scholarship Luncheon; plus birthday 
roundup  
 

$25 

 

 
 

 Deb Archer was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Shell Shocked:  Devastated by COVID-19, the meeting 
and hospitality industries are looking to 2021 and beyond.”  InBusiness Sept 20 

 Mike Gotzler was quoted in an article titled, “Legal, HR Headaches of COVID-19: Deciding how and when to bring 
employees working remotely back to the office.”  InBusiness Sept 20 
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 Joe Loehnis was quoted in an article titled, “Concerts from the car:  Live at Breeze Stevens, chamber orchestra 
plays pops.”  TCT 9/2 

 Christian Overland was interviewed in a story about the Wisconsin Historial Museum collecting pandemic journals:  
The Covid-19 Chronicles.  WMTV Channel 15 9/13  

 Kristin Schmidt was pictured and quoted in InBusiness Magazine’s column, “Street Smarts:  What’s your favorite 
first day of school memory?”  Sept 20 

 Susan Schmitz was quoted in an article about Madison Bike Week 2020.  Madison.com 9/14 

 Congratulations to Jeff Tubbs who has recently been promoted to executive vice president at Findorff 
Construction.  Inbusiness Sept 20   

 Mark Westover was pictured in an article about how the YMCA of Dane County met the COVID-19 challenge head 
on.  InBusiness Sept 20 

 

 
 

 Sept. 20 -- Anne Lucke -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2013   Foundations.  UW Foundation       

 Sept. 21 -- Jac Garner -- Adm. Date:  5/27/1987   Printing & Publishing-Retired.    PHF 

 Sept. 21 -- Karla Thennes -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2016    Community Services.  Porchlight, Inc.       

 Sept. 22 -- Londa Dewey -- Adm. Date:  6/5/1996   Business Services & Supplies.  The QTI Group       

 Sept. 23 -- Bridget Fraser -- Adm. Date:  4/2/2014   Arts-Performing.  Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras    
Formerly Rotarian at Rockford, IL 2007-10  PHF 

 Sept. 23 -- Allan Koritzinsky -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013   Law.  Allan R. Koritzinsky LLC    Former Member 1998-
2010   

 Sept. 23 -- Peggy Lescrenier -- Adm. Date:  9/3/2003   Manufacturing-Retired.      Rotarian at Milwaukee 1990-
2002  PHF 

 Sept. 26 -- Joyce Bromley -- Adm. Date:  11/5/2014   Consulting-Retired.  Bromley Consulting Group  Director 
2019-21    PHF (4) 

 Sept. 26 -- Joanna Burish -- Adm. Date:  11/4/2009   Brokerage & Investments.  Northwestern Mutual  Director 
2015-17     
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