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The Madison, WI Rotary News for September 11, 2020 
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September 16:  Amy Gilman to Talk About 
Museums in the 21st Century 

   Amy Gilman has been director of the Chazen Museum of Art 
at UW-Madison since September 2017. During her tenure, she 
has overseen initiatives such as a staff restructuring and 
expansion; a drastic increase in the museum’s open hours; the 
addition of an onsite café; and diversified acquisitions. Like all 
arts organizations, the Chazen has had to reevaluate how it 
engages with its audience both in person and virtually during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. At our next online Rotary meeting on Wednesday, September 16, Amy will 
discuss how the museum pivoted during this time, and her plans to continue its progress in the 
years ahead.  
   As director of the Chazen, Amy oversees all administrative, financial and curatorial duties for 
the museum. She earned her doctorate in art history at Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio; a master’s degree of fine arts in photography from Columbia College in Chicago; 
and a bachelor’s degree in performance studies from Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois.  

 

 
 

First African American Woman Made Her Own 
Road Map to Major General 
   Major General Marcia Anderson was introduced by a humble President 
Jorge, who noted the number of ranks between his of captain when he 
was in the Army, and major general.  But good introduction, carefully 
done, Jorge! 
   Major General Anderson’s presentation was complete, very clear, 
extremely well-presented.  It discussed her personal path to success 
through self-motivation and discovery, and crisis management as 
practiced by the Army. 

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs 

(subject to change) 

 September 23 
Charles Tubbs 
and Dane Co. 
Exec. Joe Parisi 
Keeping Dane 
County Safe 
During COVID-19 

 September 30 
MMSD Supt. 
Carlton Jenkins & 
MMSD Board 
Pres. Gloria 
Reyes 
MMSD Referenda 

 October 7 
Chris McIntosh 
The Economics of 
Opportunity 
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   Anderson began her career as an attorney and has served in the National Guard and the Army, with which she stayed 
because she thought that, as an African American woman, she could provide a different and necessary perspective.  Upon 
joining she discovered an organization of tradition and hierarchy and that it was largely a men’s organization.   
   Anderson also found that there were no “road maps” to becoming an officer.  The methods she employed were 
exceptional in their fundamental nature, applicable not only to her military experience, but also to those in civilian 
organizations:  hard work, competence (essential in the face of dangerous military practices), the power of team support, 
tactical meeting skills, a focus on communications and the needs of people above and below her, curiosity, giving credit 
where it is due, telling the truth, and never compromising one’s ethical standards.  She offered personal examples.  
   Crisis management shifted the presentation to military practices.  These too can apply to civilian planning:  Training 
opportunities—in the military, up to 50% of the job—followed by practice, and then execution.  Planning is, Anderson 
posited, a collaborative process that should involve all who will be active in the plan, top to bottom.  A good plan is thorough 
but not overly elaborate, since virtually all plans will change in the face of execution. 
   The presentation was on the one hand complete and clear.  On the other hand, it spoke of profoundly simple basic tenets.  
Her formula would work in anyone’s world and reminds me of Albert Einstein’s belief that “Everything should be as simple 
as possible, and no simpler.”    
   Our thanks to Major General Marcia Anderson for her presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown for preparing this 
review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/eLzVjeWXEYs. 
       

 

   Jesslyn Hollar has been loaned the classification of Consulting and is president of Edology 
Consulting, LLC, an education consulting company.   
   Born in Rutland, Vermont, Jesslyn came to Madison in 2016 from Washington State.  Jesslyn and her 
husband, Jim, live on Orchard Drive in Madison with their two daughters. 
   She holds a bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, in English and International Affairs from Lafayette 
College; a master’s degree in Education from Edgewood College; and a doctorate degree in 

Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on social foundations and teacher education policy from the University of 
Washington where she also received the Gordon C. Lee Dissertation Award. I also wanted to mention that Jesslyn was one 
of our speakers earlier this spring during the first month of our virtual meetings.  If you didn’t see it, you can go to our club’s 
YouTube Channel and watch it. 
   Jesslyn is a member and past president of the Wisconsin Association for Colleges of Teacher Education.  She is also a 
member of the American Educational Research Association and the American Educational Studies Association 
   She enjoys spending time with her family, reading, hiking and walking outdoors, tennis and playing the piano.    
   She is sponsored by Ron Luskin. 

 
 

   Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
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to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing and we will 
pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
   Last week’s Quiz Question:  How old was Rabbi Swarsensky when he came to Madison?  Answer:  34, and 
congratulations to Karl Gutknecht for being the first to email the office with the correct answer. 
  This week’s Quiz Question about the video:  In what year did Rabbi Swarsensky come to Madison?   
  Be the first to email the correct response to the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to be this week’s 
winner! 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020.  
 
 
 

 
 

   The tallying is now complete, and we are pleased to announce that our club members raised $54,340 for the Rotary 
International Foundation for the 2019-2020 Rotary year.  This is terrific news, and it means we exceeded the $100 per 
member requirement in order to be eligible for district and global grant money.   
   Our thanks to Charles McLimans for leading us in a successful campaign, especially during the pandemic.   
   We sincerely thank all members who participated in the spring fund drive to support the Rotary International Foundation! 
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   The September edition of the Rotary District 6250 newsletter is now available.  Click here to read about happenings 
within our Rotary District:  https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/895ed558-3631-4e62-beb5-c895e563f0a8/931560da-
bc05-469b-a3b8-eaaa69ea6c2a?mid=F1l9Or0olNzwRpcul+v28SPAybWVBPOwowAVqP8jPoY=&type=m. 
 
 

 
 

 Deb Archer has announced that she will retire at the end of the year after serving 27 years as President and CEO 
of Destination Madison.  WSJ 9/4 

 Mike May will join Boardman and Clark Law Firm in October.   

 Majid Sarmadi was interviewed on Wisconsin Public Radio on September 7 on how to choose and care for your 
face mask. 

 

 
   

 Sept. 13 -- Tom DeChant -- Adm. Date:  10/3/2012   Consulting-Retired.   PHF (2) 

 Sept. 15 -- Tammy Thayer -- Adm. Date:  12/2/2015   Foundations.  Madison College Foundation       

 Sept. 16 -- Loei Badreddine -- Adm. Date:  4/2/2014   Engineering.  GRAEF    Formerly Rotarian in Milwaukee  
PHF (2) 

 Sept. 16 -- Mike Engelberger -- Adm. Date:  7/13/2011   Business Services & Supplies.  MRE Photography  Sgt.-
at-Arms 2018-19; Director 2019-20    PHF (2) 

 Sept. 17 -- Jim Taylor -- Adm. Date:  7/25/1984   Colleges & Universities-Sciences-Retired.   PHF (136) 

 Sept. 18 -- Nate Boebel -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2019   Financial Institutions.  US Bank       

 Sept. 18 -- Majid Sarmadi -- Adm. Date:  7/1/1998   Colleges & Universities-Sciences.  UW-Madison  Director 
2005-07.    PHF (3) 
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