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The Madison, WI Rotary News for October 30, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Nov. 4: UW-Madison Prof. David Canon on Election 2020:  Now What? 
    

   Plan to join us for next week’s Rotary online presentation by Prof. David Canon. 
It may be a blowout for one candidate or the other or, more likely, we will still be 
counting votes to find out who won. Either way, Prof. Canon will discuss this 
unusual election and place it in its historical context. Will there be challenges in the 
courts? Were there problems on election day and allegations of fraud?  Will we 
have a peaceful transition of power if President Trump loses? Do we need to 
rethink how we elect our president? We will discuss these and other questions the 
day after this historic election. 
   David Canon is a professor of political science at UW-Madison. He earned his 

PhD degree from the University of Minnesota and previously taught at Duke University. His teaching and 
research interests are in American political institutions, especially Congress and elections. His more 
specific research interests include racial representation, partisan realignments, political careers and 
election administration. He is author of Race, Redistricting, and Representation and Actors, Athletes, and 
Astronauts: Political Amateurs in the U.S. Congress. He currently serves as editor for the Election Law 
Journal. 
 

 
 

Rotarians Glean Zoom Meeting Tips from Author, Speaker, Darin Harris 
   It was a mere nine months ago when rumblings of a pandemic were unfolding, and the word ‘zoom’ as a communications 
tool was all but foreign to many people. 
   That was then, this is now. Today, Zoom connects people across the globe as a way to conduct business and enjoy other 
people’s company as Covid-19 has reshaped how the world works. 
   On October 28, Darin Harris presented “This is Not TV: Networking and Best Practices in Zoom” to over 80 Rotarians. 
Harris joined Rotary in July of this year. He is co-founder of Living Giving Enterprises, an organizational and leadership 
development company which houses www.Journeyofcollaboration.com.He also guest lectures at UW-Madison, Edgewood 
College and Northland College in Ashland.  

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs 

(subject to change) 

 November 11 
BG Joane 
Mathews 
National Guard’s 
Support of 
Wisconsin During 
This Crazy Year 

 November 18 
Floyd Rose 
Project 3000, A 
Community 
Response to 
COVID-19 

 November 25 
NO ONLINE 
MEETING 
Optional 
Networking 
Zoom Session 
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   At this week’s Rotary presentation he showed some ways Zoom is used in addition to traditional face-to-face screen time.   
No matter what you use Zoom for - social meetups or for business the platform offers numerous opportunities for 
engagement. He emphasized this is, after all, interactive communication, not TV! 
   Among some of the Zoom controls that can be useful is the survey option. In another example, he pointed out the 
Reactions tab if you want to show people how you’re feeling--use icons like clapping hands or a heart. Other features 
include CHAT, break-out groups, and Google Documents. 
   In advance of dividing Rotarians into small break-out groups Harris explained, “Networking is all about getting to know 
each other better. Go into it with a ‘cup half-full’ attitude and then be an active listener.” 
   Harris then instructed participants to find something nearby that means something to them, then share it with the person 
on the other side of the screen. 
   In a break-out session with this author, Ellis Waller held up a model railroad car. On a shelf behind him he explained the 
54-inch long miniature train was indicative of his interest in railroads, something he has enjoyed all his life. 
   It was a superb example of how intriguing objects around you can jump-start fascinating Zoom conversations that will long 
be remembered. 
   Our thanks to fellow Rotarian Darin Harris for his timely presentation this week and to Sharyn Alden for preparing this 
review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it at these links: https://youtu.be/cBiE_YpbA5s and 
https://youtu.be/PwzzGAH5AWo. 
 

 
 
Community Grants Campaign:  Week 3 
   We are in week 3 of our annual Community Grants Campaign. The total raised to date is $65,692.73.  Please mail your 
contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week. 
    Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option; 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard). 

   This week, Campaign Chair Ellsworth Brown showed us a video from Access Community Health as an excellent 
example of what your funds support in our community.  Fellow Rotarian Ken Loving, CEO of Access Community Health, 
and his staff serve low income families without health insurance by providing primary and urgent care, immunizations and 
specialty referrals.  In the coming weeks, we’ll highlight additional organizations that have received funding last year so you 
can see first-hand the types of grants we are able to provide to those in need in our community.    
 

 
 
Rotarian Interview Series 
   Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.”  To help reinforce this message and to help us connect, President 
Jorge Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to help make connections among members 
stronger.  During this Rotary year, Jorge has invited new members to be part of this process by asking them to interview 
longer tenured members to get to know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our 
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Rotary meetings.  We will schedule one of these introductions per month.  We hope this is a way for all of our members to 
have an opportunity to get to know each other better. 

   This month, Sarah Best interviewed Susan Schmitz.  Sarah joined our Rotary Club in 2017 and 
owns Sarah Best Strategy which is a digital marketing agency that helps organizations shine in the 
digital space.  Sarah is an avid traveler and a foodie. She is a visual artist and film curator and is also 
a published poet.  She married Dan Bjerre last May.  
   Here’s Sarah’s summary of her interview with Susan Schmitz:     Hello my fellow Rotarians, Sarah 
Best here. It was my privilege and pleasure to interview Past-President Susan Schmitz as part of our 
Getting to Know a Rotarian Series.  

   As many of you know, Susan Schmitz grew up in Madison. In fact, her family was part of the 
fabric of our city. Her great grandfather had started a men’s clothing business in 1898 on Mifflin 
and State Street. Susan grew up in the business, and eventually owned her own clothing store at 
Hilldale.  
   Susan joined the club in 1989 but says she could hardly wait to join. That was because her Dad 
loved Rotary, so she always assumed she’d be a member someday, even when she was a kid. 
   When I asked Susan about what she’s most proud of, she said that it was returning to school as 
an adult. She graduated from UW-Madison in December of 2000 and rates graduation day as one 
of the happiest days in her life. Around that time, she also became the Executive Director of Downtown Madison, Inc. (DMI), 
a position that she held for 20 years. She recalls that it was the best job she could have ever had, noting that it gave her a 
platform to make a positive difference in the community. Since retiring from that job, Susan opened up her own consultancy.  
   One of her favorite Rotary memories was the time when George McGovern, a personal hero, spoke to our club while she 
was President.  
   Susan is married to fellow Rotarian Gary Peterson, and they both enjoy traveling. For fun, Susan loves to ride her bike, 
especially her new electric bike. She also loves hiking, playing piano, downhill skiing, and cooking for other people, and she 
loves all of the fresh food we have access to from local farmers.  
   Susan’s advice to fellow Rotarians is to “open up to other people because that’s what Rotary’s all about, connecting to 
people with similar values who also value service to the community.” Susan gets a great deal of joy out of all of the Rotary 
friendships she’s made, especially with people she wouldn’t have met any other way. Susan says that Rotary tremendously 
benefited her in her job, but that it also helps her keep a check on her values, what really matters, and where she needs to 
put her efforts in order to make things better. 
 

 
 

12 Nominees Announced for Club Director 2021-2023 Term 
  This year’s Director Nominating Committee announces 12 members who have agreed to place their names in 
nomination for the six openings on our club board of directors for a two-year term starting July 1, 2021.  The nominees are:     
 
 

                              

    
 
 
 
                 Deb Archer                 Brian Basken          Herman Baumann       Sandy Gehler             Jenni Jeffress           Anita Mahamed 
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            Charles McLimans         Valerie Renk                  Jen Savino              Scott Strong            Martha Sullivan        Rob Van den Berg 
 
   Our nominees will be individually introduced at upcoming online Rotary meetings, and photos and biographies of each 
candidate will appear in our November 6 newsletter.   
   These 12 members are leaders in our club, and we thank them for agreeing to place their names in nomination.  On 
November 11, the membership will select six of these leaders as new club directors.   
    Because of the pandemic, our club board adopted an emergency resolution to allow for our election to be held 
electronically this year.  An email will be sent to all members on November 11th, and members will need to click on 
the link and complete the ballot by noon on November 12.  We’ll also send the ballot out to any member without an 
email 10 days before the election so they have sufficient time to get the ballot back to us. 
   The 6 newly elected members will join the following continuing board members for 2021-2022:   
 

                             
Mark Clear               Stephen Ehlke      Jorge Hidalgo       Mark Moody      Mary O’Brien        Leigh Richardson   Cheryl Wittke   
                   

     
  

             
 
   Do you like to create music videos?  Or, do you have someone on your staff who would be willing to donate some time to 
putting together a music video for one of our Music Committee’s upcoming song selections that is played during our online 
Rotary meeting? 
    We are seeking a few volunteers to help with the production of a few music videos in the upcoming months while we are 
meeting online.   
   If you or someone you know would be willing to help with a video, contact our Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org for more details.  
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   Our club’s Socktober! event wrapped up this week 
and was a great success!  We’d like to thank 
everyone who participated in donating socks to 
Porchlight to help our homeless neighbors in need 
during this winter. A special thank you to club member 
Bob Winding who set-up a collection box at his office 
which brought us many pairs of socks.  Another 
special thank you to club member Mary Pat Williams’ 
son-in-law who worked with 
Movin’ Shoes which donated 
950 pairs of socks.  All socks 
will be greatly appreciated 
during this upcoming winter!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   Father (Bob Dinndorf) and son (Neil 
Dinndorf) Rotarians enjoyed lunch alone 
together last week while they tuned into 
our online Rotary meeting.   
   Perhaps you are doing the same each 
week!   
   We invite you to send us your photos 
and/or post them up on our club’s 
Members Only Facebook Page: Rotary 
Club of Madison Group: Connect Grow 
Serve  
 

 
 
 

Tom DeChant attended the 
Soctober! Happy Hour event on 
October 21 to drop off sock 
donations. 

Many donations of socks pictured 
here at the Rotary office.  Our 
thanks to Bob Winding for setting up 
a sock collection box at his office!  
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 Congratulations to Deb Archer who recently received one of Governor Tony Evers’ Tourism Awards:  The Legacy 
Award.   

 Congratulations to Ted Long who retired October 1 after 60 years as a patent attorney at Boardman Clark. 
 Karla Thennes was quoted in an article about the proposal for a men’s homeless shelter on the far east side of 

Madison.  WSJ 10/21  
 

 
 

 Nov. 2 -- Brian Anderson -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013  Law.  DeWitt LLP    Former Rotarian at Thiensville-Mequon 
1994-96; Waunakee 1997-2000   

 Nov. 2 -- Peter Cavi -- Adm. Date:  5/6/2009  Brokerage & Investments.  Merrill Lynch  Director 2013-15    PHF (3) 
 Nov. 2 -- Victor Rodriguez -- Adm. Date:  11/5/2003   Brokerage & Investments.  Isthmus Partners  Director 

2006-08    PHF 
 Nov. 5 -- Jonathan Solari -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2019   Arts-Performing.  Madison Ballet       
 Nov. 7 -- Phil Blake -- Adm. Date:  10/6/1993   Brokerage & Investments.  Forecastle LP    Formerly Rotarian at 

Missoula, MT & member of Club 1984-1987  PHF (3) 
 Nov. 7 -- Bobbie Sladky -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2007   Cultural Institutions.  Olbrich Botanical Gardens   PHF 


