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The Madison, WI Rotary News for October 23, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

October 28 Speaker is Darin Harris:  This is Not TV: 
Networking and Best Practices in Zoom 
   Do you cringe when invited to a Zoom meeting? You are not alone. These 
days most of us spend hours struggling to be both productive and human on 
virtual meeting platforms like Zoom. Join us next week, on October 28, when 
fellow Rotarian Darin Harris will provide some hands-on experience.  
Members will learn how to: 

• Navigate and teach others to use basic Zoom controls 
• Network and build relationships in the virtual environment 
• Engage participants using CHAT, break out groups, Google Documents, and more 
• Make your physical environment, lighting, and sound more pleasing and professional. 

   After this session, members will understand that virtual meetings can deliver more than a 
power point presentation. The potential for virtual meetings is to fully engage all types of 
participants in an interactive experience. This is not TV!  (Note:  These techniques will also work 
for Facetime or Zoom events with family and friends.) 
   Darin Harris joined our Rotary Club in July of this year and is co-founder of Living Giving 
Enterprises, an organizational and leadership development company which houses 

Journeyofcollaboration.com.     
   For over 25 years, Darin has convened people from multi-facetted fields and backgrounds to address challenges like 
homelessness, elderly falls prevention, sustainable manufacturing and higher education innovation. 
   Darin is a speaker, author and instructor who guest lectures at UW-Madison and Edgewood College as well as Northland 
College in Ashland. He held a distinguished prefix title for his work at UW-Madison, where he worked as an internal 
consultant at the Office of Strategic Consulting for over 15 years. 
 

 

“Madison is an Outlier,” says Eileen Harrington, Chair of Madison’s Taskforce on 
Government Structure 
   Eileen Harrington, who spent her career in public service, recently served as Chair of Madison’s Taskforce on 
Government Structure ("TFOGS"). At the Rotary podium on October 21, she pointed out Madison’s city government needs 
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restructuring. For example, fewer Madison residents are represented by local government compared to cities like 
Minneapolis and Austin.  
She opened the program by asking, “What would it cost to have a full-time Common Council so that our city can thrive when 
we have excluded so many people?  We need all hands on deck.” 
   Harrington, who grew up in Madison, retired from the Senior Executive Service of the United States Government at the 
end of 2012 after a distinguished twenty-eight year career protecting American consumers and leading change and 
programs in two different federal agencies.  From 2010 through 2012 she served as Executive Director of the Federal Trade 
Commission, the senior career staff position at the FTC.  Before that, she served as Chief Operating Officer of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration.   
   In 2004, she was awarded a Service to America Medal for her work creating the National Do Not Call Law and Registry. 
This is the same medal Anthony Fauci, M.D., Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, and 
member of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, recently received. 
   Madison’s Taskforce on Government Structure (seven residents and four alders) spent two years working together holding 
more than 90 meetings and making 42 recommendations. 
   Harrington said recommendations include the following:  alderpersons should serve full time, the number of alders be 
reduced from 20 to 10 and that they serve four years instead of two years.  
   Currently, the Madison Common Council is a city council that consists of 20 alderpersons elected from 20 wards who 
serve two-year terms. 
   Another issue with the current structure is the disjointed source of information. Harrington explained, there are 102 
boards, committees and commissions connected to Madison government but no one place to find information. 
   She ended the program by saying, “We need more full-time engagement on city boards, commissions and committees.”    
She also noted that there’s a lack of diversity in Madison’s city government and that is especially true with economic 
diversity. 
   Our thanks to Eileen Harrington for her presentation this week and to Sharyn Alden for preparing this review article. 
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/-_j9_uB1dPQ.  
 
 
 

 
 

   We are sorry to report the sad news of the death of member Lori Kay who passed away on 
October 17th at the age of 75.  She was a member of our club for nearly 33 years and served 
as Executive Director of parking at the UW-Madison for a number of years.   
   Within Rotary, Lori served on our Club Board of Directors as well as on our Madison Rotary 
Foundation Board of Trustees, and she previously chaired our Scholarship Committee.   
  She and her husband, Arlan, who is a member of the Oregon Rotary Club, established a fund 
within our Madison Rotary Foundation in 2014 to provide grants to our Rotary scholars.  
   We extend our sincere sympathies to Lori’s husband, Arlan, and to their family.  
   Our Club has made a donation of $100 to the Madison Rotary Foundation to establish a Lori 
Kay Memorial Fund.  Anyone wishing to make a gift to this fund or to their Kay Grant Fund 
held within our Madison Rotary Foundation may send their donation to the Madison Rotary 
Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
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   Our Member Development Committee works to build and sustain membership for our club.  
The committee created an award to recognize a member who is sponsoring new members into 
our club since this is key to maintaining the size of our club.  The award is named the Mitch 
Javid Award to honor our distinguished member who holds the club’s record for sponsoring the 
highest number of new members. Since 2014, we annual recognize the member who has 
served as the primary sponsor to the most new members for the past 3 years--and who are still 
in our club.   
   For those who do not know Mitch Javid for which the award is named, Mitch has been in our 
club since 1968 and has sponsored 56 members and co-sponsored another 10 members.  This 
distinguished and very busy member who was chairman of the UW Department of 
Neurosurgery says, “I love Rotary.  It is very dear to me. I believe in it and so I want to share it with other good 
people.”  Mitch received the first award in 2014.  Rob Stroud, Dora Zuniga have received the award as well as 
Susan Schmitz who received it the past three years. 

   This year’s recipient is Melanie Ramey.  Melanie has served as the primary sponsor to 12 
new member, 7 of those new members since July of 2017.  The most recent seven are:  Ben 
Blagogee, Debra Cronmiller, Lori DiPrete Brown, Ryan Klaustermeier, Maggie Porter Kratz, 
Walt Stewart and Carole Trone. 
   Melanie is a communications coach, and she was previously CEO of the Hope of Wisconsin 
for 15 years.  She served as president of our club from 1998-1999 and, as you heard last week, 
she is the president who created the birthday giving for us which has generated over $500,000 
since it started 23 years ago.  Melanie is also active on our Rotary Youth Exchange, Rotaract 
Advisory and Welcoming Committees, and she is a Rotary scholar mentor.   
   Congratulations to Melanie on receiving this year’s Mitch Javid Award which was presented 
by Rob Stroud, Member Development Committee Chair, at our club’s October 21 online 

meeting.  
ented to Melanie Ramey  

 
    
   One of the focuses of our Member Development Committee is to continue to be on the lookout for new members who 
are looking to Connect Grow and Serve with us.   
   Genia Stevens is a member of our Member Development Recruitment Sub-Committee this year.  She joined our club at 
the invitation of Boris Frank last year, and she says that one of the biggest reasons that she joined is because she 
immediately found club members to be welcoming and very friendly when she visited and that that friendliness has 
continued.  Watch this video to hear what she had to say:  https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/GeniaStevens_Rotary.mp4  
   If you know someone who would make a great addition to our Rotary Club, have them review our website:  
www.rotarymadison.org.  There are 3 short videos on the home page of our website, and here is a link to membership 
information on our website, including costs – note the admission fee is reduced to $100 through June 30, 2021, and our 
membership fees have been restructured and does not include any meal costs during COVID-19: 
https://rotarymadison.org/membership-info/. 
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Community Grants Campaign:  Week 2 
   Community Grants Campaign chair Ellsworth Brown announces that in the first week of our annual campaign, we have 
raised over $14,000.   We are off to a great start.         
   During this week’s online meeting we saw a short video from Second Harvest Foodbank which provided us with an 
excellent example of what your gift to our campaign will support in our community.   
   In the coming weeks, we’ll highlight additional organizations that have received funding last year so you can see first-hand 
the types of grants we are able to provide to those in need in our community.    
   Here are your options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703 or 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option or 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard) 

   Please make your gift to our annual campaign today.  Thank you! 
 

 
 

12 Nominees Announced for Club Director 2021-2023 Term 
  This year’s Director Nominating Committee announces 12 members who have agreed to place their names in 
nomination for the six openings on our club board of directors for a two-year term starting July 1, 2021.  The nominees are:     
 
 

                               

    
 
 
 
                 Deb Archer                 Brian Basken          Herman Baumann       Sandy Gehler             Jenni Jeffress           Anita Mahamed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
            Charles McLimans         Valerie Renk                  Jen Savino              Scott Strong            Martha Sullivan        Rob Van den Berg 

 
   Our nominees will be individually introduced at upcoming online Rotary meetings, and photos and biographies of each 
candidate will appear in our November 6 newsletter.   
   These 12 members are leaders in our club, and we thank them for agreeing to place their names in nomination.  On 
November 11, the membership will select six of these leaders as new club directors.   
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    Because of the pandemic, our club board adopted an emergency resolution to allow for our election to be held 
electronically this year.  An email will be sent to all members on November 11th, and members will need to click on the link 
and complete the ballot by noon on November 12.  We’ll also send the ballot out to any member without an email 10 days 
before the election so they have sufficient time to get the ballot back to us. 
   The 6 newly elected members will join the following continuing board members for 2021-2022:   

 

                             
Mark Clear               Stephen Ehlke      Jorge Hidalgo       Mark Moody      Mary O’Brien        Leigh Richardson   Cheryl Wittke   
                            

    Our club bylaws also provide for the possibility of additional nominations.  “Any twenty voting members may nominate an 
additional candidate or candidates.  Such nominations shall be in writing, signed by the members making them and filed 
with the Secretary at least fourteen days prior to the election” (by October 28). 
  

 
  
   It’s Socktober!  Winter is coming.  A small act of love, like donating a pair of socks, can make a big difference for our 
neighbors who are homeless. Join your fellow Rotarians in donating socks through the month of October. In addition to 
socks, Porchlight is looking for new travel size hygiene items. 
   Drop off:  You can drop off items at the following locations.  Some members have gone online to buy socks and are 
having them shipped directly to Porchlight (use 306 N Brooks Street address below).  If you would like a receipt, please 
include a note with your name and address. 

Porchlight Drop Off Main Office  Commercial Kitchen  Grace Episcopal Church’s Food Pantry 
306 N Brooks St.   1704 Thierer Road  116 W Washington Ave 
Madison, WI 53715   Madison, WI 53704  Madison, WI 53703 
Mon-Fri: 8:30am-4:30pm   Mon-Fri: 8:30am-4:30pm  Tues-Thurs : 1–3 pm and Sat:10am – noon

Parking on W. Washington by entrance 
Use clearly marked container on site

   Porchlight strives to reduce homelessness in Dane County by collaborating with the community to provide shelter, 
affordable housing, and supportive services that eliminate barriers and empower the individuals and families they serve.  
     Questions? Contact Maggie Porter Kratz – mpkratz@madisoncollege.edu or 814.777.4896.  Thank You! 
 
 

 
 

Assembling Thanksgiving Baskets on November 19 and 20 for Families in Need 
   Our Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians to join them for volunteer opportunities at the Goodman 
Community Center Gym on Madison’s east side as follows:  
   VEGETABLE SORTING/BAGGING NOV. 19 – 1:00 – 3:00 pm: Prepare for distribution by helping unload bulk 
vegetables (potatoes, carrots, and onions), sort out any expired or damaged produce for composting, and assemble 
individual portion produce bags by weight.  5 Slots available. 
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   DONATION SORTING NOV. 20 – 2:00 – 5:00 pm: Help unload and organize the food donations that will make up the 
Thanksgiving Baskets. Volunteers will be lifting, carrying, and sorting food products throughout their shifts, and some work 
may involve being outside - bring a coat and gloves.  10 slots available. 
   All volunteers will be required to wear a mask during their shift.  To sign-up, click on the following link:  
https://forms.gle/X7ktMkDx3fkvLbXFA  or contact the Rotary office.  Deadline to sign-up is November 10.0 

 Mitch Javid 
 

  
 

   Do you like to create music videos?  Or, do you have someone on your staff who would be willing to donate some time to 
putting together a music video for one of our Music Committee’s upcoming song selections that is played during our online 
Rotary meeting?  We are seeking a few volunteers to help with the production of a few music videos in the upcoming 
months while we are meeting online.   If you or someone you know would be willing to help with a video, contact our Rotary 
office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org for more details.  
 

 

 Kaleem Caire was quoted in an article about One City Schools move into new south side space.  CapTimes 10/14 

 Londa Dewey was featured in an article about the QTI Group and how they are adjusting to changes in their 
business during the pandemic.  Brava Magazine Sept/Oct 2020 

 Ellen Carlson was quoted in an article about this year’s Half-Pint Resale, the Madison area’s largest children’s 
consignment sale which she helped start 12 years ago, and how they are moving the annual fall sale online.  WSJ 
10/15 

 Congratulations to Malorie Hepner and her husband, Jeremiah, on the birth of their daughter, Penelope Mae, on 
October 6.  Penny joins the family with her big brother, Charlie.  All are happy and healthy! 

 Jorge Hidalgo was interviewed for a Madison365 article about being the first Latino president of our Rotary Club 
and how he looks to grow, diversify and increase the awareness of Rotary in our community.  10/14 

 Cheryl Wittke says that national studies have pointed to growing mental health concerns among young people 
during the pandemic.  WSJ 10/18 

 

 
 

 Oct. 27 -- Kathy Blumreich -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2018   Financial Institutions.  Monona Bank    Former Rotarian at 
Neenah 2017-18   

 Oct. 28 -- Maria Alvarez Stroud -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired.  Former club member 1987–1994   

 Oct. 28 -- Tom Mooney -- Adm. Date:  6/3/2009   Community Services.  American Red Cross       

 Oct. 29 -- Ron Thorstad -- Adm. Date:  2/19/1986   Retail-Services & Products-Retired.    PHF (6) 
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 Oct. 30 -- Jason Beren -- Adm. Date:  8/3/2005   Engineering.  Pearson Engineering, LLC  Director 2015-17; Club 
President 2018-19    PHF (5) 

 Oct. 30 -- Harry Engstrom -- Adm. Date:  2/18/1981   Law-Retired.  Foley & Lardner, LLP  Director 2004-06.    PHF 

 Oct. 30 -- Bradley Hutter -- Adm. Date:  5/1/2002   Real Estate.  MIG Commercial Real Estate, LLC  Director 2009-
11    PHF (9) 

 Oct. 31 -- Chris Ivanov -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2018   Energy Services.  Madison Gas & Electric       
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