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The Madison, WI Rotary News for November 6, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Nov. 11:  Brigadier General Joane Mathews:  National 
Guard’s Support of Wisconsin During This Crazy Year 
   Join us online next week when guest speaker Brigadier General Joane 
Mathews, Deputy Adjutant General for the Wisconsin Army National Guard, 
will be delivering a Veterans Day message that touches on the sacrifices and 
honor of Veterans, past and present.  She will also speak about the 
Wisconsin National Guard's unprecedented efforts this past year and how the 

citizen Airmen and Soldiers of the State of Wisconsin have answered the call amidst the largest 
sustained mobilization for domestic support in the state's history. 
   Brig. Gen. Mathews graduated from Lakeland Union High School, Minocqua, Wis. She holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Aviation Administration from the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks; a 
Master’s degree in Military Management from Touro University; and a Master’ss degree in 
Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. Her military education includes Army Aviation 
Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, Combined Arms and Services Staff School, the Command 
and General Staff College, the U.S. Army War College, and Joint Task Force Commander’s 
Training Course, and the National Security Management Course.  

   In June 2018 she assumed her current duties as Wisconsin’s deputy adjutant general for Army.  Brig. Gen. Mathews’ 
military awards include the Legion of Merit with one oak leaf cluster; Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Army Achievement Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal (second award), master aviator badge, as well as other federal and state awards.   
  

 
 

Election 2020:  The Day After 
 

   After being glued to our televisions, radios and phones for over twenty-four hours trying to dissect and understand what 
was happening with the 2020 United States Presidential election, it was a breath of fresh air to welcome Professor David 
Canon to the Rotary stage to help put things into perspective and answer so many nagging questions that many of us had 
had on our minds for years – and other questions that had arisen only minutes before the presentation began (Question: 
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Will Wisconsin have a recount? Answer: Perhaps, but an election recount has never shifted a result where the vote margin 
was over 20,000 votes, which was the case in Wisconsin at the time of the presentation). 
   However, Professor Canon reminded us, no election is over until every vote is counted and states laws in twenty-two 
states allow vote counting after actual Election Day (so long as ballots are post-marked by Election Day). Why the vast 
difference in voting procedure throughout the country? Why not put together a unified federal system so that everyone in the 
country knows the deadlines, guidelines and procedures for voting? Wouldn’t that help to clear up a lot of voter confusion 
leading up to and throughout our election days? The answer is yes, surely it would, but our Constitution mandates a federal 
system of government whereby each individual State legislature is tasked with determining the manner in which electoral 
votes are determined and the time, manner and place of its State’s elections. So until the Constitution itself is amended, the 
discretion and power to direct elections will always remain with each individual state. 
   As the sun set on Election Day and the country entered election night, then woke up in the morning and turned the news 
back on – one thing was very clear – the polls seemed to have read things wrong just as they did in 2016. Professor Canon 
opined that the polls looked to be off in the same manner to which they were off in the last presidential election. While only 
time will tell as analysts dig down into the cause of this, Professor Canon pointed out that the same pollsters were spot on in 
other elections that were non-presidential, such as the 2018 elections – when the polls were spot on. Professor Canon 
posited that one reason may have been what is being referred to as “shy” Trump voters – that is, voters who tended to shy 
away from pollsters for one reason or another. It’s difficult to force someone to answer a poll and if answers are non-
responsive or evaded, the pollsters cannot ever get an accurate read on that portion of the population. 
   Professor Canon ended his presentation with something that we can all keep an eye on over the coming years and 
elections – that is, “ranked choice” voting – which is already being used in many local elections. Through ranked choice 
voting, a voter can rank their choices of candidates without the traditional fear of “wasting” a vote if they do not vote for the 
top democrat or republican candidate. In ranked choice, a voter can vote for a libertarian or independent candidate, for 
example, knowing that if that candidate does not gather a certain number of votes, the voter’s vote is reallocated to their 
second choice candidate. This method could prove to be a truer expression of voter preferences and may be an excellent 
way of letting voters really express their views at the ballot. 
   Our thanks to UW-Madison Prof. David Canon for his timely presentation this week and to Jessica Giesen for preparing 
this review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/Shqk2Z7acx8?t=573.  We 
also thank WisEye for co-streaming our meeting this week. 
 

 
 

Community Grants Campaign:  Week 4 
   We are in week 4 of our annual Community Grants Campaign. The total raised to date is $77,702.73.  Please mail your 
contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week. 
    Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option; 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard). 

   This week, Campaign Chair Ellsworth Brown showed us a video from Simpson Street Free Press which provides after- 
school and summer programing which focuses on academic support for students.  Simpson Street Free Press helps to hone 
the reading and writing skills of these students in the form of journalism and by publishing their own newspaper.  This is 
another good example of what your funds support in our community.   
   In the coming weeks, we’ll highlight additional organizations that have received funding last year so you can see first-hand 
the types of grants we are able to provide to those in need in our community.    
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   Congratulations to Michelle McGrath who has been selected as the nominee to 
serve as District Governor for Rotary District 6250 for the 2023-2024 year.  This will be 
an approval item at the district’s annual meeting this spring. As District Governor, 
Michelle will provide strong leadership skills and decision making to strengthen and 
support the 60 clubs in our district.  Michelle served as our club president in 2016-2017, 
and she has been active in the district, serving as a District Trainer and Chair of the 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Leadership Conference. 
 

 
nted to Melanie Ramey  

 
    

   One of the focuses of our Member Development Committee is to continue to be on the lookout for 
new members who are looking to Connect Grow and Serve with us.  Our Member Recruitment Sub-
Committee is asking a number of members to share their stories about why they joined Rotary.  This 
month, Sarah Best shared why she joined Rotary.  Here is a link to her short video:  
https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/images/8%20Sarah%20Best%20Nov%204%202020.mp4          
   If you know someone who would make a great addition to our Rotary Club, have them review our 
website:  www.rotarymadison.org.  There are 3 short videos on the home page of our website, and 
here is a link to membership information on our website, including costs – note the admission fee is 

reduced to $100 through June 30, 2021, and our membership fees have been restructured and do not include any meal 
costs during COVID-19: https://rotarymadison.org/membership-info/. 
 

 
  
  As chair of the Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitian Service Award Committee, and on behalf of this Committee, Joyce 
Bromley is pleased to announce that Dr. Floyd Rose is this year’s award recipient.  He will be recognized at our special 
recognition program on November 18th. 
   Each year, this committee struggles with how to recognize only one person among the many who were nominated for their 
humanitarian work.  This year we decided to acknowledge these candidates.  A list of their names and a summary of their 
achievements is in our club’s website blog post, and here is a link to that post: 
https://president.rotarymadison.org/2020/11/04/2020-manfred-swarsensky-humanitarian-service-award-to-be-presented-
november-18/.  We are confident that you too will be impressed with their contributions and the tribute it pays to our Rotary 
club. 
   Joyce also announced that Dori Hosek won the drawing from among those who answered our newsletter quiz on Rabbi 
Swarensky’s life, as documented by Dick Goldberg.  We owe a special thanks to Denny Carey for his donation of a beautiful 
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fused-glass votive vase, of his own creation, which Dori received for winning this quiz.  Congratulations, Dori, and thanks to 
everyone who participated in the quiz. 
   Dr. Floyd Rose will be honored on November 18th and will speak to us about “Project 3000:  A Community Response to 
COVID-19.” 
 

 
 
   The annual election of new directors will be held on Wednesday, November 11, when members will select six of the 
following members to serve as directors for two-year terms starting next July 1.  The following brief profiles are offered to 
assist club members in getting to know the twelve candidates for the Club Board of Directors.  Due to the pandemic, 
members will vote electronically.  Members will receive an email link to an electronic ballot on November 11 (printed ballots 
have been mailed to any member without an email address), and members must submit their votes electronically by noon 
on November 12. 

 
ARCHER, Deb.   Deb joined our Rotary Club in 1995.  She is president/CEO of Destination Madison.  Deb 
received her BA degree from the School of Business, Michigan State University.  She has served as the chair 
of the WI Governor’s Council on Tourism and on the Board of Directors of Destinations International.  Deb 
has been a member of our Vocational Opportunities and Youth Awards Committees.  She co-chaired our 
club’s Centennial Committee and previously served on our board from 2007-09. 
 
BASKEN, Brian.  Brian joined our Rotary Club in 2011.  He is the president of Pearson Engineering, LLC.  Brian 
attended the UW-Madison where he earned a BS degree in mechanical engineering.  He is a member of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning and the International Facilities Managers 
Association.  Brian is currently a trustee of the Madison Rotary Foundation.  He serves on our Button Box and 
Club Meeting Assitance and the Scholar Mentor Committees.  Brian serves on our Video-recording sub-
committee and has lead the effort to livestream our online meetings in his office during the pandemic.  He also 
participates in the Motorcycle, Rockefellers, Scotch Whisky and Sporting Clays Fellowship Groups. 

 
BAUMANN, Herman.  Herman joined our Rotary Club in 2013.  He is retired from a marketing and 
sponsorship company he founded.  Herman received a BA in journalism from UW-Madison and has served on 
the boards of the Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism, Wisconsin Collegiate Media Association, the 
Daily Cardinal Alumni Association and the Board of Visitors of the UW-Madison College of Letters and 
Science.  He is the current chair of the Bird Hunting Fellowship and past chair of our club’s Fund Drive 
Committee.  Herman has lead strategic planning sessions for our Club and for our Foundation. Herman is also 
a member of our Racial Equity & Inclusion, Ethics Symposium and Scholar Mentors Committees and the 
Hiking/Skiing, Scotch Whisky and Sporting Clays Fellowship Groups.  

 
GEHLER, Sandy. Sandy joined our Rotary Club in 2013. She is a financial advisor with Robert W. Baird & 
Co.  A former member of Madison Breakfast Rotary, Sandy holds a BA degree in business management 
from Cardinal Stritch University.  She is a member of the National Association of Plan Advisors, 100+ 
Women Who Care-Madison and has served on the Board of Directors for The Capital Times Kids Fund.  
Sandy is a member of the MRF Investment Committee. 
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JEFFRESS, Jenni.  Jenni joined our Rotary Club in 2017.  She is executive director of the Madison Public 
Library Foundation.  Jenni holds a BA degree from the University of Illinois and an MA degree from Tufts 
University.  She is a former member of Madison Breakfast Rotary where she served on the board and on the 
program committee.  Jenni is a member and past president of the Greater Madison Association of Fundraising 
Professionals and has served on the board of Girls on the Run of Dane County, the Monroe Street Arts Center 
and Wisconsin Library Association Foundation.  She is chair of our Community Projects Committee and serves 
as a trustee of our Madison Rotary Foundation. 

 
MAHAMED, Anita.  Anita joined our Rotary Club in 2016.  She is a partner with Wipfli LLP.  Anita holds a BBA 
degree from UW-Madison and an MSFP degree from the College of Financial Planning in Denver.  She is 
President of the board of Domestic Abuse Intervention Services, serves on the boards of Downtown Madison, Inc. 
and NAIOP Wisconsin, and is a member of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Wisconsin 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Anita was a Rotary Group Study Exchange Team member to Nigeria in 
2002 and has attended Rotary International Conventions in Australia and Denmark.  She currently serves on the 
Madison Rotary Foundation Major Gifts Committee and has also served as chair of the Button Box Committee. 

 
MCLIMANS, Charles.  Charles joined our Rotary Club in 2017.  He is the CEO of Holy Wisdom Monastery.  
Charles received a BA degree from the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota and an MA degree from UW-
Madison.  He was previously a Rotarian in Naperville, Illinois, and Milwaukee.  The Naperville Club named him 
Rotarian of the Year in 2012 and he received the Abraham Lincoln Award from the Exchange Club of Naperville.  
Charles is chair of our Member Recruitment Sub-Committee and serves on the International, Racial Equity & 
Inclusion, Ethics Symposium and Member Development Committees.  He chaired the Rotary International 
Foundation campaign in 2020, and he served on the ad-hoc committee reviewing membership dues 
restructuring.  He also participates in a number of fellowship groups. 

 
RENK, Valerie.  Valerie joined our Rotary Club in 2012. She is CEO of Habitat for Humanity of Dane County. 
Valerie earned a BS-Agriculture degree from UW-Madison. She is a member of DMI, Tempo, Madison Area 
Builders, Sun Prairie Chamber of Commerce, and serves on the Federal Home Loan Bank-Chicago Community 
Investment Board. Valerie chairs our Rotary News Committee and serves as a Madison Rotary Foundation Board 
Trustee, also serving on the Budget & Finance, Photography, Member Development and Community Grants 
Committees as well as the ad-hoc committee to review the club dues restructuring. She formerly chaired 
Vocational Opportunities and Button Box Committees, while participating in several fellowship groups. 

 
SAVINO, Jen.  Jen joined our Rotary Club in 2014.  She is co-owner of KW2, a Madison advertising agency.  
Jen holds an MA degree in organizational development from the University of St. Thomas.  She received the 
Jefferson Award for Public service in 2011.  Jen served as a board member for REAP and for Child Development 
Inc.  She is serving on the Planned Giving Committee for Overture Center. She is known as the “Birthday Lady” at 
the YWCA, where she delivered birthday parties to kids in temporary housing shelters from 2010-2020.  Jen 
chairs our Community Grants Committee and also serves on our club’s Philanthropy Committee.  Her company 
has donated services to hundreds of non-profits throughout the Dane County area and continues to do work that 
improves the lives and health of Wisconsinites. 

 
STRONG, Scott.  Scott joined our Rotary Club in 2008.  He is executive director of RISE Wisconsin, 
Inc.  Scott earned a BA degree in sociology and criminal justice from UW-Madison and an MS degree in 
counselor education from the UW-Whitewater.  Scott has served as vice chair of the board for NAMI Dane 
County and treasurer of the board for the Wisconsin Association of Family and Children’s Agencies.  He is a 
member of our club’s Racial Equity and Inclusion, Button Box and Youth Awards (past chair) 
Committees.  Scott is currently our club’s Sgt.-at-Arms.  
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SULLIVAN, Martha.  Martha joined our Rotary Club in 2016.  She is a CPA and partner at Honkamp Krueger & 
Co., P.C.  Martha holds a BBA degree in accounting and information systems from UW-Madison.  She is a 
member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Wisconsin Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, National Association of Certified Valuation Analysts, the Alliance of Mergers and Acquisitions 
Advisor and the Exit Planning Institute (EPI).  Martha serves as a member of the Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors for the Wisconsin Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association.  She serves on our Community Projects 
Committee (past chair) and has also served on our International Committee. 

 
VAN DEN BERG, Rob.  Rob joined our Rotary Club in 2016.  Now retired, he is former senior director of 
business development and engineering at Kraft Foods.  Rob holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in Mechanical 
Engineering degree from the University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada.  He is a member of the Professional 
Engineers of Ontario, Canada.  Rob has participated as a mentor at East and La Follette High Schools.  Rob is a 
member of the Interact Advisory Committee and Co-Chairs the Scholar Mentor Committee and is mentoring two 
UW Engineering students.  He is a member of this year’s Strategic Planning Committee and has also served on 
the ad-hoc committee reviewing membership dues restructuring as well as a number of fellowship groups. 

 

 
 

   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

NAME COMPANY CLASSIFICATION SPONSOR 

Botts, Dori Terra Firma Realty Real Estate Ron Luskin 
Cavazos, Jessica Latino Chamber of Commerce of Dane County Associations-Business & Professional Charles McLimans 

Haight, Bill Magna Publications Printing & Publishing Dave Mollenhoff 
Merfeld, Tom Catholic Charities of Madison Community Services Ron Luskin 

Olson, Dan Monona Grove School District Education Tim Stadelman 

Powell, Ashley Ashley Quinto Powell Consulting Joanna Burish 
 

 
 

 Paul Hoffmann was pictured and quoted in an InBusiness Magazine article titled, “Business horror stories offer 
lessons: Local leaders share some of their scariest moments on the job — and not just from 2020.”  10/29 

 Charles McLimans, CEO of Holy Wisdom Monastery, was featured in an interview titled “Pope’s support of same-
sex civil unions spreads to Madison area.”  WMTV Channel 15 10/21 
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 Nov. 8 -- Tom Lucas -- Adm. Date:  5/27/1987   Government-State-Retired.    100% Attendance since 5/27/1987    
PHF (10) 

 Nov. 9 -- Ann Neviaser -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2005   Hotels.  Neviaser Investments, Inc. & Johnson-Marion, Inc.      
PHF (4) 

 Nov. 10 -- Richard Entenmann -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2002   Community Services.  Asset Builders of America, Inc.       
 Nov. 10 -- Mary Pat Williams -- Adm. Date:  11/6/2019   Financial Institutions.  Johnson Financial Group       
 Nov. 11 -- John Hayes -- Adm. Date:  1/6/1993   Retail-Services & Products.  Goodman's Jewelers  Director 2014-

16    PHF 
 Nov. 11 -- Deb Lange -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2019   Consulting.  Lange Consulting       
 Nov. 12 -- Bob Dinndorf -- Adm. Date:  9/2/1998   Foundations-Retired.    Director 2006-08; President 2008-09    

PHF (5) 
 Nov. 12 -- Mike Franzen -- Adm. Date:  2/5/1969   Real Estate.  The Michael W. Franzen Company  100% 

attendance since 2/5/1969    PHF 
 Nov. 12 -- Anita Mahamed -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2016   Accounting.  Wipfli LLP      PHF 
 Nov. 13 -- Tim Conroy -- Adm. Date:  7/14/2010   Health Services.  Capitol Lakes       
 Nov. 13 -- Karl Wellensiek -- Adm. Date:  1/7/1976   Business Services & Supplies-Retired.    Director 1999-2001, 

2003-04; President 2002-03; MRF President 2004-05. 100% Attendance since 2000    PHF (5) 
 Nov. 14 -- Wes Sparkman -- Adm. Date:  7/6/2005   Government-Local.  Dane Cty Office for Equity & Inclusion  

Director 2009-11; President 2012-13; MRF President 2019-20    PHF 
 
 


