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The Madison, WI Rotary News for November 20, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

  
   Since many members won’t be traveling for Thanksgiving due to the pandemic, we will hold an optional Zoom 
Networking meeting at noon on Wednesday, November 25th.  There will not be a formal meeting that day.  Instead, we 
will have two Zoom breakout sessions followed by a pre-recorded Ted Talk on “How great leaders inspire action,” by Simon 
Sinek and will end with a discussion of the talk and how it connects to our Rotary Club. 
   Watch for the link at 7 am on November 25th if you’d like to participate. 

 

Dec. 2:  Steven Olikara to speak on Young Leaders 
Shaping a New, Positive Force for America 
   There is an opportunity for hope in our future!  Join us on December 2 
when guest speaker Steven Olikara, the founder of the Millennial Action 
Project (MAP), based in Washington, D.C., will share with us his optimism 
for a new and positive tone in our public discourse, as young people come 
together to ensure we build a better, stronger democracy for the next 
generation.  
   Olikara, a native of Brookfield, Wisconsin, is a UW-Madison graduate, and former Truman 
scholar.  Olikara has built among a generation of millennial legislators, from across the country, 
various bi-partisan coalitions for change on issues where there is common ground.  The 
coalition he has amassed includes 1,500+ millennial elected leaders. Here in Wisconsin, in the 
lead up to the November election, he and MAP produced a bi-partisan coalition of sitting 
legislators to promote the importance voting.  The effort included the first and only bi-partisan 
Public Service Announcement to get out the vote.  
 

 
 

     There will be no Rotary News issue on November 27 
             Wishing Everyone a Happy Thanksgiving! 

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 

UPCOMING ROTARY 
PROGRAMS 

(subject to change) 

 December 9 
UW Prof. Noah 
Williams 
Reflections on 
Wisconsin’s 
Economy 

 December 16 
Youth Choirs 
Performance 

 December 23 
No Virtual 
Meeting 

 December 30 
No Virtual 
Meeting 
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Project 3000, A Community Response to COVID-19 
   After receiving our club's 2020 Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award in our November 18 meeting, our 
fellow Rotarian Floyd Rose spoke about Project 3000: A Community Response to COVID-19.  
   In response to the pandemic, most area schools last spring turned to virtual learning for the foreseeable future. This 
transition has presented significant challenges for children and parents, especially those limited-income families with little 
experience or access to computer-based education.  
   Dr. Rose explained that 100 Black Men of Madison, Inc., in collaboration with strategic partners in the community, 
launched Project 3000 to provide technical and conventional solutions to a targeted group of 3,000 low-income families in 
our community who have been particularly challenged by the abrupt transition to virtual learning. He noted that Rotarians 
Charles Tubbs and Willy Larkin serve with him on the organization’s board of directors. 
   100 Black Men of Madison has a legacy of helping youngsters start the school year right. Project 3000 grew out of the 
organization’s “Backpacks for Success” program, which has provided more than 38,000 free backpacks filled with school 
supplies to area at-risk youth over the past 25 years. Because of the pandemic, the organization enhanced the project by 
offering additional forms of support.  
   Through another program, partners 100 Black Men of Madison and the Urban League of Dane County already provide 
one-on-one mentoring and wrap-around support services for middle-school students. This year Project 3000 has applied 
this kind of assistance to kids from kindergarten through high school. The project works to serve the whole child in this 
special time, Dr. Rose explained, by providing technical support as well as mentoring and educational opportunities for 
parents. Nutrition is also a focus because school has long been a place where low-income children receive healthy meals. 
The efforts of 100 Black Men are making a difference in our community. The Madison chapter helped area high school 
students win the national organization’s 2020 championship in the “Dollars and $ense” financial literacy program. Each 
participating student will receive a $4,500 scholarship for their first year of college. 
   In addition to virtual learning and financial literacy, 100 Black Men focuses on health and wellness for children and their 
families. Dr. Rose stressed the need for factual communication, and said the group has produced written and virtual 
communications by experts on such topics as: COVID-19 and high school athletics; talking to your kids about COVID-19; 
successful virtual learning; and the state of COVID-19 developments.  
   Dr. Rose said the work of 100 Black Men of Madison is predicated on the four pillars of respect for families, justice, 
integrity and spirituality. He said this is compatible with Rotary’s 4-Way Test and with the values of Rabbi Manfred E. 
Swarsensky, who wanted everyone to feel special, to feel they are valued and that they belong. 
   Our thanks to Floyd Rose for his presentation this week and to Andrea Kaminski for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/HdUALJNFij4.  
  

 
    Since 2006, our Community Projects Committee has worked with local agencies to obtain information on ways to help 
homeless and low income children during the holiday season.   
   This year, due to the pandemic, the list of children who are in need is a longer list.   
   If you would be willing to purchase a gift for a child in need during this holiday season, click on the the following 
link:    https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1plJiiW9sh9hOKI-
x8KK9P0tg4cnNIPE4rxwiaGJQolA/edit?usp=sharing 
    We have an expanded list of 100 children from the Lussier Community Education Center and The Salvation Army 
seeking a gift this year.    
   We hope you will help bring some happiness to families in need during this holiday season.  Thank you! 
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Dr. Floyd Rose Receives 2020 Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award 
Presented by Joyce Bromley – Nov. 18, 2020 

   Today we honor the memory of Rabbi Manfred E. Swarsensky, a beloved member of our 
Club until his death in 1981.  He was admired as a leader for inter-faith dialogue, religious 
tolerance, and civil rights.  Before coming to Madison he had a brilliant career as a Rabbi in 
Berlin where he was famous for his sermons, until the Nazis burned down his synagogue and 
sent him to a concentration camp.  Many of his family members and friends were victims of 
the Holocaust.  He was released.  At 39 years old and alone, he came to Madison and 
founded Temple Beth El.  We, as well as the Madison community, came to admire him and 
respect him for his dedicated leadership to peacemaking and forgiveness, for building 
bridges and reconciliation.  Each year we designate an award to someone who emanates the 
Rabbi’s ideals.   

   This year’s Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award recipient is Dr. Floyd Rose. For decades his active 
voice in education in the Madison Community has been his avocation—always working in partnerships to help others do 
better for themselves.  As Dawn Crim stated, “his passion work is education and his support of the next generation.”  He 
seeks to find solutions with the Madison Metropolitan School District and families surrounding the persistent educational 
achievement gap between white students and students of color.   
   As President of 100 Black Men of Madison, he sees that members of this organization are role models for the community.  
They attend schools in the Madison Metropolitan School District on the first day of class to welcome students and their 
parents to the school year.  In preparation for school, for 26 years they have led the “Annual Back to School Celebration” 
campaign providing free backpacks AND school supplies for students from limited-income families.  When schools 
transitioned to virtual education, the backpack project promptly transitioned into Project 3000, which represents the 3000 
local students in families with limited incomes. 
   The tasks before them were immediate.  Dr. Rose recognized that virtual learning at home requires more than a student 
and a laptop.  The entire family needs to be supported in their student’s academic pursuits.  Parents and caregivers require 
resources necessary to facilitate learning.  Families need technical and guidance support   Project 3000 works with families 
to ensure that each student has an internet installation and access—and a plan to sustain service and utilities.  When 
appropriate, parents, caregivers, and students are provided with basic computer training.  This support includes mentoring, 
educational coaching, and tutoring.  Dr. Rose recognized that this level of attention is important to ensure that all school-age 
students have the necessary educational support to be successful.   
   This endeavor is in addition to the SOAR partnership with 100 Black Men of Madison and the United Way of Dane County 
that began in 2016.  This comprehensive program is designed to decrease truancy rates and increase high school 
graduation rates.  It begins with one-on-one mentoring of students in middle school and continues through high school.   
These projects require a substantial commitment to the benefit of others—for the next generation. 
   I will conclude with a quote from Bob Sorge who wrote of Dr. Rose—he is an excellent embodiment of … the social justice 
advocacy, personal insight, and empathy reflected by the work and life of Rabbi Swarsensky.   
   Our congratulations to Dr. Floyd Rose on receiving this year’s Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.  
Along with this award, a $2,500 grant is presented by the Madison Rotary Foundation to an agency of the recipient’s choice.  
Dr. Rose has chosen our annual Community Grants Campaign to receive this grant.    
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award was established in 1982 and identifies individuals who have, through their voluntary 
efforts, made a particularly outstanding contribution to the humanitarian service in the greater Madison community, in the tradition so well 
exemplified by the life of Rabbi Swarsensky.   The award-winning documentary video, “A Portrait: Rabbi Manfred Swarsensky,” that was 
created and produced by Rotarian Dick Goldberg with assistance by Wisconsin Public Television, provides background on Manfred 

Swarsensky and can be viewed on YouTube, and the Rotary office also has a copy of the video for any member wishing to view it. 
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Community Grants Campaign:  Week 6 
   We are in week 6 of our annual Community Grants Campaign. The total raised to date is $95,387.23.  Please mail your 
contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week. 
    Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option; 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard). 

   This week, Campaign Chair Ellsworth Brown showed us a video from Middleton Outreach Ministry where fellow Rotarian 
Ellen Carlson serves as the organization’s executive director.  She shared with members how the funds are used to provide 
extra items such as fresh vegetables and personal care items to families in need who use the MOM food pantry. 
 
 

elanie   

Dawn Crim To Serve As Madison Rotary Foundation President 
2021-2022 
   On November 17th, Madison Rotary Foundation trustees approved changes to their bylaws 
to make their process the same as the club’s bylaws for the nomination and election of 
officers. 
   As announced by Madison Rotary Foundation President Martha Vukelich-Austin, current 
vice president, Dawn Crim, will automatically become President of the Madison Rotary 
Foundation on July 1, 2021.    
   Congratulations to Dawn, and we look forward to her service as president next year. 

 

 
 

Director Elections:  How are Nominees Selected? 
Presented by Past President Michelle McGrath – Nov. 18, 2020 
 This month’s “Ask Jorge” Question pertains to how members are selected to be director nominees.  Past president Michelle 
McGrath, who has served on the nominating committee a few times in recent years, provided some background, and here is 
a summary: 
   Our board of 13 members represents about 3% of our membership making it quite the honor to be elected and to serve 
our club in this capacity.  The election process is carried out per our bylaws.  Members have a choice.  There are 12 
nominees and six are elected.   
   The Director Nominating Committee, per our club bylaws, is made-up of the Club president, immediate past president, 
president-elect, one board member, and one member at large who develop the slate of nominees.  We also have a Director 
Liaison who participates in the meetings. 
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   The group takes a deeper dive into all sorts of things that would enhance our leadership team and provide nominees that 
have vibrant and robust backgrounds – Such as : Are they an active in committees and fellowship groups?  How engaged 
are they in the club – things like attendance at meetings and other events.   How long has the person been in our club?  
Does the member know about our Madison Rotary Foundation? 
   Board members serve two years, and we have staggered terms, so the committee looks at balance.  As we look at the 
continuing board members and potential nominees, we give strong consideration to having members of color; varying 
genders and ages.  We want to make sure our Board represents the amazing members that make it up. 
   There have been some members who say we do not have diversity on our board, so I wanted to share some statistics.  
Our club’s membership includes 7% who are members of color, and that compares to an average of about 10% members of 
color who are serving in leadership positions this year which includes our club board, foundation trustees and committee 
and fellowship group chairs. Our work is certainly not done in this area, however, our club continues to work diligently to 
create a leadership team that celebrates our diversity. 
  The nominating committee typically starts with over 60 to 70 names, and we can only have 12 nominees on the ballot.  The 
original slate does get narrowed down because some who are asked decline because they don’t feel they can make the 
time commitment.  
   For the election, six of 12 nominees are elected.  And, we all know, that any of the nominees would serve our club well 
based on their involvement and leadership abilities. 
   Abe Lincoln lost 8 elections, Michael Jordan missed 26 times when he was trusted to take the game-winning shot, and 
most members are nominated 3 times before even being elected.  In fact, there is a group of 9 members who were 
nominated at least 4 times before being elected.  And of this group, 6 (or 67%) went on to serve as our president.  Pretty 
amazing, and they were great leaders of our club. 
   A lot of thought goes into the nomination process.  If you have any follow-up questions about it, feel free to contact our 
Rotary office or contact club president Jorge Hidalgo.   
 

 
 

 Matt Darga was featured as In Business’s Professional of the Week on November 10.   Nov 20 

 Allen Ebert was pictured and quoted in an article about the four-story Madison Youth Arts Center under construction 
which is scheduled to open in late spring or early summer of 2021.  WSJ 11/15 

 Emily Gruenewald was quoted in an article about Overture Center for the Arts being one of the dozens of local cultural 
organizations recently awarded COVID-19 relief funding.  WSJ 11/15 

 Rich Lynch and Renee Moe were quoted in an article about the first housing project that will come out of a new county 
fund for supporting the creation of apartments geared toward lower middle-class renters.  WSJ 11/13 

 Donna Moreland was pictured and interviewed in an article about her new state job that she says is “an opportunity to 
continue to serve.”  CapTimes 11/18 

 Christian Overland was quoted in an article announcing that the Wisconsin Historical Society will not open eight 
historic sites around the state in 2021 due to the pandemic.  WSJ 11/18 
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Week of November 25, 2020 
 Nov. 22 -- Mary Thompson -- Adm. Date:  2/3/2016   Financial Institutions-Retired.   PHF 

 Nov. 23 -- Mark Clear -- Adm. Date:  11/7/2012   Business Services & Supplies.  TASC  Club Director 2020-22     

 Nov. 23 -- Dori Hosek -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2008   Health Services.    PHF 

 Nov. 23 -- Vicky Strobel -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020  Health Services.  LucidHealth Wisconsin    Former Rotarian at 
Marshfield Noon Club 2006-16   

 Nov. 23 -- Jeff Tews -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2009   Health Services.  BrightStar  Director 2018-19  Former Rotarian at 
Elk River, MN 1978-80  PHF (2) 

 Nov 25 -- Jason Ilstrup -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2016   Business & Convention Development.  Downtown Madison Inc.      
PHF 

 Nov. 28 -- Moses Altsech -- Adm. Date:  9/7/2005   Consulting.  Moses Altsech Consulting  Director 2009    PHF 

 Nov. 28 -- Ann Lindsey -- Adm. Date:  4/2/2014   Community Services.         

 Nov. 28 -- Bruce Westervelt -- Adm. Date:  7/16/1986   Brokerage & Investments-Retired.    MRF Treasurer 2004 
to 2014    PHF (3) 

 

Week of December 2, 2020 
 Nov. 29 -- Stu Levitan -- Adm. Date:  2/7/2001    Government-State-Retired.         

 Nov. 29 -- Stacy Nemeth -- Adm. Date:  11/7/2007   Construction. Fiore Companies, Inc  Director 2018-20  PHF (2) 

 Nov. 29 -- Tammy Taylor -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Consulting.  CrossGen Solutions LLC      PHF 

 Dec. 1 -- Paul Fanlund -- Adm. Date:  8/25/2010   Printing & Publishing.  The Capital Times Co.    Former member 
2005-08  PHF (2) 

 Dec. 1 -- Rich Lepping -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2003   Business Services & Supplies-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at 
Madison Breakfast  PHF (3) 

 Dec. 1 -- Mary O'Brien -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Health Services-Retired.    Club Director 2020-22  Former 
member at St. Charles, IL 1987-1994 and Geneva, IL 1994-2014  PHF (7) 

 Dec. 2 -- Jim Krueger -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2020   Community Services.  NewBridge Madison       

 Dec. 3 -- Greg Everts -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2002   Law.  Quarles & Brady LLP      PHF (2) 

 Dec. 5 -- Dick Rieselbach -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2005   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.  
UW-Madison Medical School  Professor Emeritus     
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