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The Madison, WI Rotary News for November 13, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Nov. 18:  Dr. Floyd Rose:  Project 3000, A 
Community Response to COVID-19 
   This year’s Manfred Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award 
recipient is one of our own club members, Dr. Floyd Rose, who 
will also be our guest speaker that day. 
   In the wake of the unprecedented worldwide onset of the 
Coronavirus, although employed as the only available option, area 
schools adopted virtual learning as the educational platform for the 
foreseeable future.  Unfortunately, due to the pervasive digital divide 

many students of limited income homes have not been oriented to computer-based education.  
Therefore, a significant number of parents have no exposure and no experience in guiding children 
to successfully navigate and benefit from electronic learning.  Join us next week online on 
Wednesday, November 18, when Floyd will make a presentation about how The 100 Black Men on 
Madison, Inc., in collaboration with their strategic partners, has undertaken the challenge to provide 
technical and conventional solutions to a targeted 3000 low income families in our community. 
   Floyd Rose founded and currently operates the Framework for Opportunity Convergence and 
the Utilization of Sustainable Solutions (FOCUSS), Supplier Information Data Assistant Tool 
Processes (SIDAT) and CCF Properties.  In addition, he serves as the president of the 100 Black 
Men of Madison, Inc. and the Consortium for the Educational Development of Economically 
Disadvantaged Students (CEDEDS). 

   Utilizing a career span of more than 40+ years to evaluate, analyze and develop policy for private and public sector 
organizations concerning, sales growth, procurement practices, human resource management and policy, Floyd has an 
extensive history both as an independent business owner and contractor providing guidance to Fortune 500 corporations 
and educational Institutions.  
 
 

Our club’s 2020 Manfred Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award Winner is Dr. Floyd 
Rose.  He will receive this prestigious award, presented by Joyce Bromley, chair of this 
year’s Manfred Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award Selection Committee, on Nov. 18. 
 
  

                  photo by Mike Engelberger 

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs 

(subject to change) 

 November 25 
Optional Zoom 
Networking 
Meeting (no formal 
meeting) 

 December 2 
Ruben Anthony 
Urban League of 
Greater Madison:  
A Vision for Black 
Economic 
Empowerment 

 December 9 
UW Prof. Noah 
Williams 
Reflections on 
Wisconsin’s 
Economy 

 December 16 
Youth Choirs 
Performance 
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Honoring Our Veterans and Their “Service Above Self”  
   It takes a special kind of person to have the courage to wear this nation’s uniform and stand ready for whenever they are 
needed. One who raises their right hand and pledges to protect this country at all costs, including giving their lives if 
necessary to defend our republic. This week, on Veteran’s Day, Brigadier General Joane Mathews provided a look into 
those service members who make up Wisconsin’s National Guard – 10,000 citizen soldiers and airmen that live in and work 
in every county. They are your friends, your neighbors, your coworkers, your employees, your children’s soccer coach. 
Remarkably, they balance their professional careers with their family lives along with their military service. Family, 
community and employer support is key to ensuring the strength of our Wisconsin National Guard. 
   Veteran’s Day is a day to honor all of those men and women who have made such a noble commitment to their country 
and their communities. Brigadier General Mathews eloquently quoted U.S. Army Veteran Charles M. Provence, who wrote 
that it is the soldier, not the minister, who has given us freedom of religion, the soldier not the poet who has given us 
freedom of speech, the soldier not the lawyer who has given us the right to a fair trial, the soldier not the politician who has 
given us the right to vote. On Veteran’s Day we honor those soldiers for securing those rights we all enjoy every day.  
   Brigadier General Mathews explored the wide breadth of calls that our Wisconsin National Guard members answer. The 
National Guard’s roots go back to years prior to Wisconsin even becoming a state, when soldiers were called upon to fight 
in the Civil War. The National Guard sent servicemen to all wars following that and continue to do so into 2020, as members 
have been deployed to Afghanistan and throughout the Middle East. They provide top levels of support for the citizens of 
the State of Wisconsin as well, as the Wisconsin National Guard serves at the call of the Governor. In March of 2020, the 
National Guard mobilized over 1,400 soldiers to help with the COVID-19 response, from staffing testing sites, calling citizens 
to alert them of test results, to filling in at a senior living facility after an outbreak of COVID-19 caused a staffing shortage 
within the facility. There is no call that the National Guard cannot or will not answer to assist the citizens of Wisconsin. To 
date, WI National Guard members have administered more than 800,000 COVID-19 tests statewide.  
   More than 1,200 National Guard members mobilized to Milwaukee, Madison, Racine, Kenosha and Green Bay in the 
weeks following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis to assist with unrest breaking out across those cities and have 
continued to answer calls to assist with unrest across the State over the subsequent months. Just last week, 400 National 
Guard members staffed polling places across the state due to a shortage of poll workers arising from the pandemic. It is 
truly an understatement to say that our Wisconsin National Guard members receive no call they cannot answer to support 
and protect and serve our nation. On this Veteran’s Day, we honor all of those who have served and sacrificed on our 
behalf— on each and every one of those calls stateside, nationwide and across international borders – where they were 
called to duty to secure and provide our country and people with the many gifts that we all enjoy as freedoms in this life. 
   Our thanks to BG Joane Mathews for her presentation this week and to Jessica Giesen for preparing this review article.  If 
you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/NcB7XdCg2GY?t=530.   
 

   

   The November edition of the Rotary District 6250 Dispatch newsletter is now available.  Click here to read about 
happenings within our Rotary District:   https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/01559c44-0637-454b-b3ca-59c2608d970c/18ab5ac6-
9c1e-44f8-9deb-680a6dae9c95?mid=0OpB+BYhjmfmeTGNX9WMNAgC64JgW8EOUJXK6WhIrvE=&type=m 
   In addition, the November issue of The Rotarian Magazine has been distributed.  This magazine is filled with national 
and international Rotary news items.  This month, you can read about plans for the 2021 Rotary Convention in Taipei; 
Rotary International President Hoger Knaack’s column that talks about a task force on diversity, equity and inclusion; an 
inspirational article featuring Chicago Rotarian Xavier Ramey; and an article overviewing Jennifer Jones who will become 
the first woman president of Rotary International. 
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  Our Rotary Club of Madison has a 13-member board of directors.  Six members are elected annually to a two-year term, 
and the immediate past president serves an additional one-year term. 
   This week, members voted electronically to elect six members to join our Club Board of Directors. The following members 
will begin a two-year term on our board of directors next July 1:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Deb Archer          Brian Basken       Herman Baumann    Charles McLimans    Valerie Renk   Rob Van den Berg 
    
   The 6 newly elected members will join the following continuing members for the 2021-2021 Rotary year:   

 

                              
       
    
 
 
 

            Mark Clear       Stephen Ehlke   Jorge Hidalgo    Mark Moody     Mary O’Brien     Leigh Richardson  Cheryl Wittke 
 
   Our thanks to all members who placed their name in nomination for the board election.   
 

 
 
Community Grants Campaign:  Week 5 
   We are in week 5 of our annual Community Grants Campaign. The total raised to date is $83,970.23.  Please mail your 
contributions to the Rotary office to be added to our totals for next week. 
    Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option; 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard). 

   This week, Campaign Chair Ellsworth Brown showed us a video from The Vogel Foundation which has been providing 
thousands for pens, pencils, paper, crayons and other school supplies to over 140 Dane County schools for 27 years.  This 
program makes a difference for over 21,000 students each year. 
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   Jen Savino chairs this year’s Community Grants Committee, and she announced that the community grant application 
materials for this year are ready, and the forms are available.  Here’s a link to the forms on our website (you will need both 
documents):    
Application form:  https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Community%20Grant%20Application%20Form%202020%2021.docx and 
the Guidelines: https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Community%20Grants%20Overview%20and%20Guidelines%202020.pdf  
   We encourage you to think of local non-profits in which you are involved and recommend that they take a look at our 
application materials to see if it might be a good fit to apply for funding.  We anticipate awarding about $200,000 in 
community in 2021. 
   Here is the timeline for our annual grant process:   

- The deadline for submitting grant applications is December 1, 2020, to the Rotary office.   
- Following that deadline, the 16-member committee will begin its task of reviewing about 100 applications submitted, 

and it will be a little different with the pandemic, but we have adjusted our committee work accordingly to stay safe.  
Our work involves a detailed evaluation process with visits to a majority of the organizations that have applied.  This 
year, it will mean virtual visits.  This committee has a conflicts of interest policy which states that no members on the 
committee or their immediate family, may be serving on a board or be involved in an application from any 
organization applying for funding.  We feel this helps to keep the process as fair as possible to all organizations 
applying for funding. 

- Our committee will report its recommendations to our Club Board of Directors and our Madison Rotary Foundation in 
mid-March 2021.      

   The money generated for this grants program comes primarily from our annual community grants campaign that is 
currently underway, so please be generous in your giving during the campaign!  We can do great things collectively with the 
money we raise.  We also have 5% of a three-year average of the market value of our General Endowment Fund to be used 
for our grants program.  
   In the coming weeks, we’ll highlight additional organizations that have received funding last year so you can see first-hand 
the types of grants we are able to provide to those in need in our community.  
   If you have questions, feel free to contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.  Thank 
you. 
   
 

 
 
   Maggie Porter Kratz of our Community Projects Committee spearheaded a Socktober event that collected over 1,500 
pairs of socks that members donated to Porchlight. 
   Homeless individuals in our community have been provided with these socks to help keep them warm this winter.  
   Thanks to everyone who participated! 
 
nted to Melanie  
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   The Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following for their generous contributions in memory of Lori 
Kay for the Kay Family Endowment Fund:  Joan Collins, Nelson Cummings, Destree Design Architects, Chuck Dorgan, 
Andrew & Rhonda Frank-Loron, Anthony & Linda Granato, Karl Gutknecht, Loretta Himmelsbach, Thomas & Lynn Hirsch, 
Chris Johnson, Robert & Maureen Keppy, Steve Mixtacki, Ron Luskin & Terry Ruzicka, Melanie Ramey, Jim Ruhly, Alan 
Orenberg, John & Judith Plambeck and Ellie Schatz.  
 
 

 
 
   Alex Vitanye chairs our club’s Rotaract Advisory Committee and invites Rotarians to consider joining in the upcoming UW 
Rotaract Club meeting on Monday, November 16, at 7pm.  This month’s featured presenter for the students will be 
fellow Rotarian Wayne Glowac.  He will share his insights on branding and strategic meeting.  If you’d like to attend, 
simply join the Zoom meeting at this link:  https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/91419153106.  
     
 

 
 

 Nov. 15 -- Dawn Crim -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2007   Government-State.  Dept. of Safety & Professional Services       
 Nov. 15 -- Mary Ellen O'Brien -- Adm. Date:  7/3/2013   Consulting-Retired.         
 Nov. 16 -- James Tye -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2013   Community Services.  Clean Lakes Alliance       
 Nov. 17 -- Paul Ranola -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2009   Communications.  Requisite Video Productions  Sgt-at-Arms 

2014-15; MRF President 2018-19     
 Nov. 18 -- Robert Procter -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2019   Law.  Axley Brynelson, LLP       
 Nov. 18 -- Tim Reilley -- Adm. Date:  6/2/1976   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.    

Director 2000-02    PHF (3) 
 Nov. 19 -- Dave Johnson -- Adm. Date:  7/3/1985   Business Services & Supplies.  G-I Office Technologies  Sgt.-

At-Arms 1997-98    PHF 
 Nov. 21 -- Jeannie Cullen Schultz -- Adm. Date:  8/5/2015   Construction.  J.P. Cullen       

 
 
 
 


