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The Madison, WI Rotary News for May 8, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

 
   Our Rotary Program Committee is pleased to bring you Virtual Rotary meetings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic when we cannot meet in person.   Attendance is optional.  Rotary 
members will receive an email link Wednesday morning so you can tune into an online noon 
Rotary meeting to stay connected.  President Andrea Kaminski opens the meeting at noon with 
some announcements and birthday introductions, followed by the day’s speaker. 

May 13 Speaker Online Starting at Noon:   
Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway 
Leading Through a Pandemic: How the City of 
Madison is Weathering COVID-19 
   Satya Rhodes-Conway is the 58th Mayor of Madison. She has 
extensive experience in local policy and practice, having worked with 
mayors across the country for over a decade, and serving three terms on 
the Madison Common Council.  Rhodes-Conway was the Managing 

Director of the Mayors Innovation Project and a senior associate at the COWS (Center on 
Wisconsin Strategy) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison for 13 years. During her time at UW-

Madison, she researched and wrote extensively about local policy that promotes sustainability, equity and democracy.  She 
has degrees from Smith College and the University of California - Irvine.  
   Our thanks to Jason Ilstrup who will help emcee this live presentation by Mayor Rhodes-Conway.  He will also lead a Q&A 
session following her remarks, and members can send questions to the Rotary office or ask them while watching the 
presentation.   
   Our continuing thanks to Brian Basken who is helping behind the scenes with the video editing and uploading to make 
this online meeting possible! 
 

 
 

Join Us Each Wednesday for Virtual Coffee Connections!  You can connect with other Rotary 

members of our club for coffee via a Zoom Call.  If you would like to join the Zoom Coffee Connections at 11 am on 
May 13, send an email to the Rotary office (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) by 10 am on May 13 to let us know you’d 
like to receive the link to this event.                          

Upcoming 
Programs Online 

 May 20 
VA Secretary 
Mary Kolar 
Significance of 
Memorial Day 

 May 27 
Prof. Jo 
Handelsman 
COVID-19: Will 
the Next Threat 
be Human 
Resistance to 
Antibiotics? 

 June 3 
Annual Rotary 
Scholarship 
Program 
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What’s Your Pandemic Purpose Statement? 
   Sometimes it’s better to begin at the end, in this case with Professor 
Whelan’s personal May 6, 2020, Pandemic Purpose Statement: 
   “Because I value relationships, perseverance and creativity, I will use 
my gifts for translating research, making connections and organization 
to positively impact the lives of my children, my students and the 
broader public.  I accept my fears and anxieties about not being perfect 
enough, not being helpful enough and fear for the future and still today 
make conscious, purpose-based commitments to make a fun baked 

potato bar tonight, take a bike ride with the kids and check in with my students.” 
   During this pandemic, we all feel the push of pain (including physical, financial, stress and more), the pull of possibilities, 
or most likely both.  This push-pull can manifest itself as either ego or “eco.”  Achieving the latter is the goal because it 
affirms the reality that institutions and people are inherently interconnected and always in change, though more so at this 
time. 
   So how is “eco” achieved? 
   Whelan’s statement embodies combining an individual’s selection of three elements within each of three virtually infinite 
areas:  core values (e.g. happiness, independence, peace) strengths or gifts; and impact (e.g. upon groups, individuals, 
organizations).  It also requires that one accept (though perhaps not let go of) fears and anxiety and dare to go forward 
anyway. 
   A daily pandemic purpose statement can relieve pressure, contribute to better health and increase happiness.  Even those 
at greater risk can find that accepting help is itself a gift to a helper, illustrating that the holistic practice of “eco”—purpose—
is by definition pro-social. 
   Professor Whelan, we’re all coming over for the potato bar tonight. 
   Our thanks to Dr. Christine Whelan for her online presentation this week and to Ellsworth Brown for preparing this review 
article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here: https://youtu.be/fFXwEgHFDbQ. 

 
 

 
 
 

Goal:  $50,000 by June 30, 2020 
Goal Per Member:  $100/member goal 
 
  

Week of May 6, 2020:  $18,975 raised.  91 members participating. 
Please mail your contribution to the Rotary office today! 
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   Many Rotarians have inquired about available volunteer opportunities.  Some opportunities are listed below.   While many 
organizations have paused normal volunteer operations, it is possible to sign up for volunteer opportunities now to be 
contacted when regular operations resume.  If you know of additional volunteer opportunities at local organizations, please 
email the Rotary office and we will add them to the list to build awareness for all interested Rotarians!      
   Middleton Outreach Ministry:  Individuals can join the volunteer wait list: https://momhelps.org/volunteer/individual-
volunteer-opportunities/.  Many of their operations have been paused due to COVID-19.  They anticipate having 
opportunities for new volunteers once resuming regular operations. 
   River Food Pantry:  Individuals can sign up to volunteer through the website to prepare and pack food and deliver food 
items to homes: https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/volunteer/.  Those over 60 and in a high-risk categories are discouraged 
from volunteering. For those who are unable to volunteer due to being in a high-risk category, monetary donations are 
incredibly helpful.  River Food Pantry is also in need of donations of cleaning supplies, hygiene products, face masks, 
gloves, hand-sanitizer, etc.   
   Society of St. Vincent de Paul:  There are current volunteer opportunities at their Madison Area Food Pantry Garden 
Network.  Interested Rotarians can click on this link: http://foodpantrygardens.org/index.html for more details or on this Lacy 
Food Pantry Garden link: http://foodpantrygardens.org/lacy-garden.html.  The gardens need volunteer help to get the 
pertinent crops into the field at the various garden sites and to tend them thereafter. 
   Future Volunteer Opportunities:  St. Vincent de Paul continues to operate both their food pantry and pharmacy — 
typically highly volunteer-dependent programs — during the COVID-19 pandemic. Now operating primarily on a curb-side 
basis to help protect the health and safety of all involved, both of these programs have adapted and pared down the ways in 
which they make use of volunteer efforts. When able to return to the more typical models of pantry and pharmacy operation, 
they will need significant numbers of new volunteers. If interested in this prospect, please reach out now by calling (608) 
442-7200, ext. 426, or by clicking https://svdpmadison.org/contact-us-2/ to send an email.  Also, click here: 
https://svdpmadison.org/need-help/food-pantry/ for updates specifically about how the food pantry’s services are being 
offered.  Visit https://svdpmadison.org/coronavirus-what-we-do/ for updates about operation of programs in general during 
the pandemic.  
   Second Harvest Foodbank:  To sign up for the Care Box assembly volunteer opportunities please 
visit.  https://www.secondharvestmadison.org/volunteer/care-box-assembly-volunteer-opportunity. 

--Rebecca Larson, Community Projects Committee Chair 
 

 
 

   Our Rotary Club established a Caring Committee two years ago.  The focus of this committee is to provide support and 
keep our members connected to one another in happy times and in times of need.  We send birthday cards, visit members 
who are confined to their homes or the hospital, send congratulatory notes when a new baby arrives and console members 
who are ill or who have lost a loved one.  We also help provide rides to members needing to get to our weekly meetings 
when we are meeting in-person.    
   Especially in these unusual times during the COVID-19 pandemic, we want to reach out to members who need help, but 
we don’t always know where there is a need. If you are seeking help in getting groceries or picking up a prescription – 
or know of a member who could use some help -- we have a group of members who are standing by and willing to 
help.  All you need to do is email or call the Rotary office, and they will connect you to our committee. 
   And, if you are aware of a member who has been hospitalized or who has lost a loved one, please also let us know so we 
can reach out.  We care, and we want members to know Rotary cares, so help inform us so we can connect.  Thank you. 
 

        --  Donna Moreland, Caring Committee Chair 
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   The May edition of the Rotary District 6250 newsletter is now available.  Click here to read about happenings within 
our Rotary District:  https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/ab315035-8f48-4cca-888e-226691d4030d/3ccc35bb-e843-46fb-
ace4-7cd0d76497fc?mid=6X+JaGWvLahSWu5tPdqRfJ1hw0FXAE+Q1N5o9t52zHo=&type=m 
 

 
 

Via Our Club's YouTube Channel 
  During this quiet time, members may enjoy going back through our guest speaker archive on our 
club's YouTube Channel. You can watch videos of speakers that you may have missed or re-watch 

some of our programs here:  https://www.youtube.com/user/rotaryclubofmadison.  
 

Via Our Club's Blog 

Another way to stay connected is by reading our club's blog postings. You can find regular postings by President 
Andrea Kaminski and review articles of weekly guest speakers among other items of interest. Click to read 
President Andrea’s recent blog posting about moving into her new home:  https://president.rotarymadison.org/. 

 

   

 Deb Archer wrote an article that encourages individuals to support local businesses during the pandemic.  WSJ 
5/4.  Deb was also quoted in an article about the decline in the tourism industry due to the pandemic.  WSJ 5/5 

 Stu Levitan was interviewed for an article titled, “Center Stage:  What pandemic?  Madison’s building boom still 
going strong.”  WSJ 5/4 

 Michelle Orge was quoted in an articled about the Evjue Foundation providing COVID-19 grants to area non-profits 
dealing with the coronavirus crisis in Dane County.  TCT 4/29 

 Kathryn Smith was quoted in an article titled, “Keep the Light On:  Closed by COVID-19, Madison performing arts 
spaces rally and wait.”  TCT 4/29 

 
 

IT’S A GIRL! 
Congratulations to Tara Grays and her husband, Nick, on the birth of their daughter Hannah Louise 
Grays on April 24.  She joins the family with her big brother, Keenan. 
 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES…. 
Ms. Milele Chikasa Anana, our 2018 Manfred Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award recipient, passed 
away on May 6.  Our sympathies go to her family. 
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 May 11 -- Rob Stroud -- Adm. Date:  11/19/1980   Law.  Stroud Willink & Howard, LLC  Director 1985-87 and 
1988-91, President 1989-90; District Governor 2012-13.  Ass't Treasurer 2002 to date.  100% Attendance since 
7/1/2001    PHF (20) 

 May 12 -- John Everitt -- Adm. Date:  1/9/1991   Manufacturing.  Stearns Packaging Corporation   PHF 

 May 12 -- Larry Konopacki -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2018   Law.  Stafford Rosenbaum, LLP       

 May 14 -- Ben Blagogee -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Physician.  SSM Health       

 May 14 -- Bradley Campbell -- Adm. Date:  6/28/2017   Consulting.  DNV-GL       

 May 14 -- Fred Clark -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Community Services.  Wisconsin's Green Fire       

 May 15 -- Ellen Carlson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Community Services.  Middleton Outreach Ministry       

 May 15 -- Debra Cronmiller -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Community Services.  League of Women Voters of 
Wisconsin    Former Rotarian at Oshkosh 1995-99; Appleton 2013-15   

 May 15 -- Allen Ebert -- Adm. Date:  11/2/2016   Arts-Performing.  Children's Theater of Madison    Former 
member at LaCrosse 2005-08 and Madison 2009-11   

 May 15 -- Walt Stewart -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2018   Law.  W.R. Stewart & Associates, S.C.      
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