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The Madison, WI Rotary News for May 29, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

June 3 Annual Rotary Scholarship Program 
   Next week, club members will be introduced to 
24 students from Madison High Schools who will 
receive 4-year college scholarships from our 
Madison Rotary Foundation. 
   The annual Madison Rotary Foundation 
Scholarship Program is made possible through 

the generosity of the following named donor funds: Robert M. Bolz, Nathan F. Brand, Frederic 
S. Brandenburg, John J. Frautschi, Harry L. French, Dick Goldberg, Perry & Virginia 
Henderson, Louis Hirsig, Thomas Leonard, Irving & Dorothy Levy Family, Andrew A. 
McBeath, Regina M. Millner, Synergy, Cheryl R. Weston and the Worzala Family. We are 
truly grateful to these individuals who have chosen to establish scholarship funds within the 
Madison Rotary Foundation to help students realize their college dreams.   
   Laura Peck chairs this year’s Scholarship Committee which includes Marci Henderson, Dick 
Lovell, Oscar Mireles, Donna Moreland, Stacy Nemeth and Nasra Wehelie.  Members of the 

committee will introduce us to this year’s Class of 2020 Scholars via our virtual meeting online on June 3. 
   Our continuing thanks to Brian Basken who is helping behind the scenes with the video editing and uploading to make 
this online meeting possible! 
 

 

Join Us Each Wednesday for Virtual Coffee Connections!  You can connect with other Rotary 

members of our club for coffee via a Zoom Call.  If you would like to join the Zoom Coffee Connections at 11 am on 
June 3, send an email to the Rotary office (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) by 10 am on June 3 to let us know you’d 
like to receive the link to this event.                          
 

 
   Watch next week’s Rotary News for details about our plans for future Rotary meetings and when we can meet again 
together in person while following social distancing guidelines. 

Upcoming 
Programs Online 

 June 10 
Dr. Joy Ippolito 
Human Trafficking 

 June 17 
Michael Wagner 
Pandemic Voting: 
Information, 
Geography and 
Polarization in the 
2020 Elections in 
Wisconsin 

 June 24 
Club’s Year End 
Celebration 

 July 3  
No Meeting 
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“Tiny Earth” – The Need for Antibiotic Research 
   This week, UW-Madison Professor Jo Handelsman talked virtually with the Downtown Rotary about a project she began 
while working at Yale University in 2012 called Tiny Earth. This important project was developed to increase the number of 
students pursuing STEM degrees as well as address the growing antibiotic crisis. Researchers estimate that unless we do 
something soon, by 2050 the leading cause of death will be related to bacteria-related illness. 
   Over time, humans have become resistant to many antibiotics that treat bacterial infections such as pneumonia, ear 
infections, strep throat and the like. At the same time, there have been far fewer new antibiotics put on the market. Antibiotics 
are simply not as lucrative to pharma companies, and many pharma companies felt as though the vast majority of known 
antibiotics (99%) had already been identified through the soil. They were generally not willing to put in the time and resources 
needed to find the new 1%. 
   Tiny Earth began with just 6 students at Yale but has now grown to participation by more than 10,000 students per year. All 
of the students are working towards the same goal of making antibiotic discovery cheaper and more efficient for 
pharmaceutical companies. Specifically, they are developing new screening methods and new targets to find that 1% of 
antibiotics that are either new or different than previously discovered. They will then share those with pharma companies, 
thereby reducing the cost. This form of crowdsourcing most recently has discovered three new chemical structures that are 
currently underway. The COVID pandemic forced the research to stop earlier this year, but students are looking forward to 
getting back into the labs soon to continue their research. 
   Tiny Earth is harnessing the power of crowdsourcing, a student workforce and the need for antibiotic research, in the hopes 
they can make a significant impact on bacterial resistance in the future. 
   Our thanks to Dr. Jo Handelsman for her online presentation this week and to Jessika Kasten for preparing this review 
article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here: https://youtu.be/oA4jW2wiCJ0. 
    

 
    

  Our Rotary Club has 28 Rotary Fellowship Groups.  These 
groups are organized as a way for members with like interests 
to get to know one another better.   
   During this pandemic, nearly half of the groups have been 
holding Zoom fellowship group meetings.  The following groups 
have been meeting:  Dinner & Discussion, Going Green, 
Hiking/Skiing, Notable Books, Recent Important Books, 
Rockefellers-Investment, Scotch Whisky Lew Harned 

Society, Second Century, Sporting Clays, Transitions, Wellness/Healing and Veterans.  Culinary Arts is planning an 
event soon as well.  
   We encourage other groups that have not yet met to contact our Rotary office, and they would be happy to help set-up a 
Zoom meeting for your group, too.  It’s a great way to socially connect to Rotary members in your fellowship group. 
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Goal:  $50,000 by June 30, 2020 
Goal Per Member:  $100/member goal 
 
  

      Week of May 27, 2020:  $37,210 raised.  126 members participating. 
 

 

 
   Our annual Rotary scholarship program is funded primarily by the donors who have established named scholarship funds 
within our Madison Rotary Foundation, and we thank them for their generosity to make the scholarships possible. Among 
the named funds is our Synergy Scholarship Fund which was established in 2008. All Rotarians can contribute to this fund 
in any amount to support our scholarship program.  When you round up your birthday contribution, it goes to our Synergy 
Fund. You can also make a special gift at any time to this fund by sending your gift to our Rotary office, 2 S. Carroll Street, 
Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703, or you can make a gift to this fund via our club’s website.  Your gifts are cumulative and, 
when you reach the $50,000 level, you can establish your own named scholarship fund. 
   Our first scholarship award from the Synergy fund was in 2009, when the value of the fund reached the required $50,000 
for a named fund. This year, our Synergy fund generates a value of $11,600 over 4 years.  What a difference this fund is 
making to the students who receive it, especially during these challenging times. 
 

 

                         Our Rotary Club has provided volunteers for the annual SummerPalooza at Madison 
Children’s Musuem since our Rotary Club helped organize the first event during our 
Centennial year in 2013.  This is a celebration to annually kickoff the summer season, 

getting all kinds of people and families to look forward to this annual event and to 
celebrate all there is to offer in downtown Madison. 
   Because of this year’s pandemic, the 8th annual SummerPalooza event will become a  

                          ZoomerPalooza.  This virtual event will be held on Saturday, June 6, starting at 10 am.     
   Even though Rotarians cannot volunteer in person this year, Rotarians and their families can still participate by joining in 
the virtual SummerPalooza parade.  Here is how: 
   What is the virtual SummerPalooza parade?  This video will feature community members, performers, and museum 
staff each doing a 10-15 second parade past the camera (either yourself or with fellow household/family members). These 
short, 10-15 second clips will be lined up together to create an epic ode to joy and Madison Children’s Museum!  
   What you will need to participate:  1) A camera or phone with video capability; 2) A (homemade) tripod to hold your 
phone horizontal and steady while you record or someone else to be your videographer- make sure they hold the camera as 
still as possible while recording.  3) Good lighting. Consider recording your video outside if that’s an option and during the 
morning or evening when light is typically softer than mid-day.  4) A can-do attitude. Your video doesn’t need to be perfect, 
because you already are! However, you may want to plan on doing more than one take to line up your camera angles for 
getting a solid 10-15 second video shot of you moving past the camera. 
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   How to make your video:  Record your video in landscape orientation, not portrait. When recording, start your 
walk/parade/strut outside of the camera view on the left and continue across the runway to exit off camera on the right: 
   Tips for creating your parade walk (10-15 seconds of joy and fun!):  You may wear street clothes, pajamas, fun hats, 
and/or costumes! Rotarians – if you have those great blue/yellow volunteer shirts from past years, let’s see them on video!  
You can dance, strut, shake, boogie, air guitar or play actual instruments.  Use fun and eye-catching props!  Be silly and 
playful; the more whimsy, the better!  Make signs expressing joy, hope and love.  Incorporate bright colors and furry friends 
when possible (perhaps colorful ribbons, stuffed animals, pets, etc.) Don’t worry about the audio of your video; we’re going 
to overdub the final footage with theme music.   
   Submit your video clip by June 3rd by clicking on the following link to upload your video (you will have the option to 
upload from your device or from a Dropbox account):  https://www.dropbox.com/request/s8WD8J1dH8xEZI50r8Ii 
Please use the naming convention for your file outlined here.  File name: "Name (self, group, or organization)"_"Parade". 
 

 
 

   This year’s District 6250 Conference has virtually moved!  Join District 
Governor Edwin Bos and other Rotarians from around our District for the first 
time ever virtual district conference on Saturday, June 20, 7:30am – 12:00pm.   
This Virtual RotaryFest is being held in conjunction with Rotary International’s 

Online Convention Broadcast.  You won’t have to leave the comfort of your own 
home, and the event is absolutely FREE!  But you must register to take part in the morning’s events.  

Click on this link to register:  https://rotary6250.org/page/2020-district-conference-virtual.   
 

   

 Deb Archer and Jason Ilstrup were quoted in an article titled, “Full reopening of Dane County businesses, 
activities up in the air under new plan.”  TCT 5/21 

 Charlie Berthoud was quoted in an article titled, “'The building is closed but the church is open': Digital worship 
here to stay.”  TCT 5/24 

 Lew Harned was interviewed on NBC Channel 15 on May 25 about his Memorial Day tradition to honor fallen 
soldiers. 

 Jason Ilstrup was quoted in an article titled, “Dane County businesses can start slowly reopening Tuesday after 
benchmarks hit.”  WSJ 5/23 

 Charles McLimans and the River Food Pantry were pictured in a Wisconsin State Journal article titled, “COVID-19 
in Photos:  How Wisconsin is managing the pandemic.”  5/23 

 
 

 
Wedding Bells Are Ringing! 
 
Sarah Best married Dan Bjerre on May 16.  Congratulations! 
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 May 31 -- Juan Jose Lopez -- Adm. Date:  1/8/1997   Community Services-Retired.    Director 2000-02; MRF Vice 
President 2014-15    PHF 

 May 31 -- Michelle McGrath -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2008   Associations-Business & Professional.  Wisconsin 
Association of School Councils  Director 2013-15; Club President 2016-17    PHF 

 May 31 -- Ellis Waller -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2005   Associations-Business & Professional-Retired.    PHF (2) 

 June 1 -- Dick Fayram -- Adm. Date:  11/2/1988   Architecture.   Formerly Rotarian in Rockford, IL  PHF 

 June 1 -- Nasra Wehelie -- Adm. Date:  11/4/2015   Community Services.    Director 2018-20     

 June 4 -- Deb Archer -- Adm. Date:  10/11/1995   Business & Convention Development.  Destination Madison  
Director 2007-09    PHF 

 June 5 -- Lester Pines -- Adm. Date:  8/8/2001   Law.  Pines Bach LLP  Sgt.-at-Arms 2003-04.    PHF 

 June 5 -- Linn Roth -- Adm. Date:  11/4/2015   Science & Technology-Retired.      Former member 1995-2001  
PHF 
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