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The Madison, WI Rotary News for June 26, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

No Meeting July 1 (no make-up required) 
And No Rotary News on July 3 

 

 

Julie Willems Van Dijk:  Boxing It In: Controlling 
the Spread of COVID-19 in Wisconsin:  Meeting 
at Alliant Energy Center’s Exhibition Hall 
   Our Rotary Club will start to hold in-person meetings for interested 
members beginning Wednesday, July 8.   Since the Park Hotel is still closed, 
we will hold our meetings at the Alliant Energy Center’s Exhibition Hall. If you 
do not feel comfortable at in-person meetings, we will continue to livestream 
our meetings so you can watch them from your home or office.  Attendance 
is optional. 

   Our guest speaker on July 8 will be Julie Willems Van Dijk, Deputy Secretary, Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services, who will talk about controlling the spread of COVID-19 in Wisconsin. 
Julie Willems Van Dijk most recently served as the Director of County Health Rankings and Roadmaps, 
a national collaboration between the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute and the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation, providing data, evidence and guidance to over 3,000 counties who are building a culture of health.  
   Prior to joining the Institute, she was the Marathon County Public Health Officer and served on the boards of Aspirus Wausau 
Hospital and Bridge Community Health Clinic and as an elected member of the Wausau School District Board of Education.  
   Willems Van Dijk earned her doctorate degree in nursing from UW-Milwaukee and is a Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing.      
   Because we have limited space available during the Phase-in stage, we are temporarily unable to include guests at our Rotary 
luncheons.  As an alternative, please note that you are welcome to share the link to our livestreamed presentation  
with your guests. 
 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED TO ATTEND IN-PERSON MEETING JULY 8:  To attend the in-person meeting 
at Alliant Energy Center’s Exhibition Hall, click on this link to register for one of the sessions (members 
only and no guests):  https://forms.gle/AiELqkj919FdwCPb6 or call the Rotary office at 608-255-9164.  
 During the current Phase-in stage, we will have two sessions of 50 people each. Session One:  11 am to noon live; and 

livestreamed to our YouTube Channel; Session Two: 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm:  Viewing the pre-recorded meeting).  

 Members who do not prepay meals, must bring a meal ticket or contact the Rotary office to pay the $20 meal cost in advance.  No 
refunds if non-prepaid members make a reservation but do not attend. 

 Attendance is optional; names of members attending will be recorded at the door (no meal tickets used). No guests.  See separate 
article regarding guidelines for attending luncheons. 

Upcoming Programs at 
Alliant (pre-registration 

required) 

 July 15 
Annette Miller 
Racial Justice is Here 
Now What? 

 July 22 
Jeremi Suri 
Renewing American 
Democracy During 
the COVID-19 Crisis: 
Political Participation 
Among Next 
Generation 
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Wrapping Up Our Rotary Year – Virtually! 
   Well!  This was quite a meeting. 
   It was more of an elegant hand-off than the usual changing of the 
guard from President Andrea Kaminski to new President Jorge 
Hidalgo, featuring inspiring reports of accomplishments well-earned by 
the Club and well-directed by President Andrea. 
   But first . . . this recap only suggests the substance of the meeting, 
which was recorded and is available at 
https://youtu.be/MoH8PYLW__E. 
   President Andrea began with an uplifting recital of six new members 
and their credentials:  LaVar Charleston, U. W. Madison; Sara 

Eskrich, Democracy Found; Amy Griffin, Madison Museum of Contemporary Art; Rob Roquitte, eCIO, Inc; and Angela 
Trevino, UW Health and Clinics.  It was especially nice to see the swelling stream of welcoming messages in the 
presentation’s adjacent comments box. 
   The second opening order of business was the presentation our Rotary Club’s International Service Award—pin and 
plaque—to Joyce Bromley for her engagement in international service projects of the club.  Congratulations, Joyce! 
   In her formal closing remarks, President Andrea recognized the continuing tech work of Brian Basken and Jason Beren, 
who silently present what we view each week.  She also listed a series of personal take-aways from her presidential year, 
among them “hit the bell at the bottom, not the top, to make it ring,” how to compromise on matters of music and program 
Q&A, how to master tech from home, and especially how much her presidential experience has given her joy and broad 
connections.   
   Many were thanked, reinforcing her primary revelation that willing help was always available.  Please read President 
Andrea’s remarks for a list of key people for the past year. 
   Also read Jorge’s remarks, which were constructive, thoughtful and clear.  They were preceded, direct from Florida, by 
unexpected comments and congratulations to the club’s first Latino President by former member Dora Zuniga, who asked 
Jorge to join the club six years ago. 
   President Jorge (sounds great, doesn’t it, Jorge?) introduced himself—born in the Dominican Republic, a West Point 
economics graduate who served in the Army for eleven years, a resident of New York City and now the well-known owner of 
an award-winning Honda Dealership.  Only President Jorge could make this list of achievements sound humble!  He 
pledged to try new things, further the consideration of large questions before us all now, ensure a wide variety of programs, 
and move through the coming year on the platform of respect for the individual.  This platform is linked to Jorge’s assertion 
that in addition to club members’ immediate work, we bring a vast array of additional experiences, knowledge and 
achievement that should also be shared. 
   Other reports included Mary Thompson’s PowerPoint presentation of our very important membership satisfaction survey; 
and Bog Sorge’s presentation of the membership development committee, which has introduced several new ideas and a 
comprehensive concept of how to gain new members from a position of strength (great video, Paul Ranola, who created the 
video, and you can view it at the same link above. 
   Of course, the meeting included the usual array of past presidents, pin presentations, and a very nice gift certificate to 
Andrea (sorry, no longer president . . . but “didn’t I see you on the Internet?”) for the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art 
store.   
   Oh, and Melanie Ramey spoke about things she has learned during the pandemic . . . NOW will you connect to the link 
above? 
   Well done, Andrea and Jorge! 
   Our thanks to past president Ellsworth Brown for preparing this review article and if you missed our meeting this week, 
you can watch the video here:  https://youtu.be/MoH8PYLW__E. 

Incoming President Jorge Hidalgo presents the Past President 
Gavel Plaque to Outgoing President Andrea Kaminski 
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   Our Rotary Club will start to hold in-person meetings for interested members beginning Wednesday, July 8.   Since the 
Park Hotel is still closed, we will hold our meetings at the Alliant Energy Center’s Exhibition Hall in Mendota Rooms 2 – 4 
(as you stand in front of the building facing the building, this meeting room is on the far right side).  If you do not feel 
comfortable at in-person meetings, we will continue to livestream our meetings so you can watch them from your home or 
office.  Attendance is optional. 
   Overview of guidelines and safety precautions for our Rotary Meetings: 

 Reservations:  Due to the limit of 50 people per session, we require reservations, and you must sign-up via the 
Friday morning email link.  Because of our limit on the number of people per session, we are unable to allow 
guests.  However, members are welcome to share the link to the meeting online to a guest.  Any member who does 
not prepay must arrange payment with the office.  No payment exchange at meetings. 

 2 Sessions Each Wednesday:  You can select from an 11 am – noon or 12:30 – 1:30 pm session for each 
Wednesday.  The 11 am meeting will be live and livestreamed; the second session will be a recording of the first 
session’s programming.  We will do our best to accommodate all members interested in attending a session but are 
limited to 50 per session. 

 Name badges:  Any member attending the meeting should wear the temporary name badge that was mailed to you 
and take it to/from the meetings. 

 Attendance:  While attendance is optional, we will record names as members enter the meeting room. 

 Seating:  2 people per table per session:  There will be 4 chairs per table; 2 used for first session; other 2 chairs 
used for second session. 

 Food will be preset in a disposable container with disposable silverware and a bottled water (you can take it with 
you if you prefer not to eat at the meeting).  Individually packaged hand wipes will also be at each place setting.  
Coffee will be available as you enter the meeting by wait staff who will pour the coffee.  No coffee pots at the tables.   

 Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance of the meeting room. 

 Face masks will be required by all attending; removal of face mask to eat only and when someone is speaking 
at the podium. 

 Precautions taken by wait staff at Alliant:   
- All will be wearing facemask and gloves. 
- All have temperature taken before they begin their shift. 
- All are using extra handwashing precautions. 

 Singing:  We will have music at the meetings, but no group singing. 

 Arrival/Departure:  We ask participants in the first session to depart quickly from the room so Alliant staff can 
disinfect and set meals in chairs not being used in first session for the second group.  You are welcome to continue 
conversations in the hallway and outside after the first and second session. 

   Background on COVID-19 Spread:  According to a recent article in the Wall Street Journal, “It’s not common to contract 
COVID-19 from a contaminated surface, scientists say. And fleeting encounters with people outdoors are unlikely to spread 
the coronavirus. Instead, the major culprit is close-up, person-to-person interactions for extended periods. Crowded events, 
poorly ventilated areas and places where people are talking loudly—or singing, in one famous case—maximize the risk.”  
Therefore, please, if you are not feeling well, do not come to our Rotary meeting. Wear a mask for your protection and for 
the protection of others. And, wash your hands often. 

 

 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 8 
 

 

 
 

   LaVar J. Charleston has been loaned the classification of Colleges & Universities-Administration & 
Support and is Associate Dean for UW-Madison.  He was born in Detroit, Michigan, and came to 
Madison in 2005.  LJ is married to Sherri Ann, and they live on High Street in McFarland.  LJ holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in public relations from Ball State University.  He also holds a Master’s degree and a 
Doctorate degree in educational leadership and policy analysis from UW-Madison.  He is a member of 
many professional associations including the American Educational Research Association, Association 

for the Study of Higher Education, Center for African American Research and Policy and the National Association of Student 
Personnel Administrators.  He is a 2019 Forward Under 40 Award recipient from UW-Madison, and he was named one of 
Wisconsin’s 42 Most influential African American Leaders by Madison365 and the Wisconsin State Journal in 2018.  LJ also 
received the Benjamin L. Perry Award for Outstanding Service and Contributions to the fields of Student Affairs by the 
National Association of Student Affairs Professionals in 2018.  LJ received the Ann Lydecker Educational Diversity Award 
for the STEM Engagement and Early Readiness Program by the Wisconsin State Council on Affirmative Action in 2018, and 
100 Black Men, Inc. presented him with the Outstanding Educator Award of Excellence in 2015.  He enjoys motorcycling, 
kayaking, bicycling, fish-keeping and cigars.  LJ’s sponsor is Bob Graebner. 
 

   Sara E. Eskrich has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is executive director for 
Democracy Found, a Wisconsin-based initiative committed to revitalizing democracy.  Born in 
Bloomington, Illinois, she came to Madison in 1991.  Sara and her husband, Erik Kesting, live on 
Blackhawk Road in Middleton.  Sara is a graduate of UW-Madison and holds a Masters of Public Affairs 
from the Robert M. La Follette School and a Masters of Public Health from the UW School of Medicine 
and Public Health.   She is a former City of Madison alder and currently serves as a Madison Metropolitan 

Sewerage District Commissioner.  Sara lists running triathlons, cooking, travel and skiing among her favorites pastimes.   
Andrea Kaminski is Sara’s sponsor. 
 

   Amy L. Griffin has been loaned the classification of Cultural Institutions and is director of advancement 
for the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art.  She is originally from Prairie du Sac and now makes her 
home on Yukon Way in Middleton with her husband, Christian, and their 2 teenage children.  Amy holds a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism from UW-Madison and a master’s certificate in business communications 
from the University of St. Thomas.  She is a member of the National Charity League, the Doyenne Group 
and 100+ Women Who Care.  Amy is the 2019 recipient of the WAVE Award from Madison Media 
Professionals.  Her work as a volunteer and a children’s author has helped many nonprofit organizations in 

our community.  Amy regularly volunteers for Meals on Wheels, Middleton Outreach Ministry, the Badger Honor Flight, 
Gilda’s Club and Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  Amy’s award winning children’s book, “The BugaBees,” has 
helped raise awareness for organizations such as the Food Allergy Association of Wisconsin, Madison’s Children Museum 
and the Literacy Network.  She enjoys spending time with her family, relaxing on the lake and volunteering.  Valerie 
Kazamias is Amy’s sponsor. 
 

   Elizabeth J. Kirchstein has been loaned the classification of Insurance and is Community Relations & 
Corporate Philanthropy Manager for National Guardian Life Insurance Company.  She was born in 
Chicago, and Elizabeth and her husband, Ken, live on Wentworth Circle in McFarland.  She has two 
grown daughters and one grown step daughter.  Elizabeth is a member of the Wisconsin Philanthropy 
Network and the Dane County Funders Roundtable.  She serves on the board of the American Red Cross 
and PBS Wisconsin.  She also serves on the advisory board of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  John 
Sims is Elizabeth’s sponsor. 
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   Rob C. Roquitte has been loaned the classification of Brokerage & Investments and is CEO of eCIO, 
Inc., an organization of investment and technology professionals.  He was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
and now lives with his wife, Susan, on Bear Claw Way in Madison.  They have two sons.  Rob holds a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration from the University of Denver and an MBA degree from the 
University of Chicago Booth School of Business.  He is a member of the Chartered Financial Analysts 
Societies of Madison and Chicago as well as the CFA Institute.  Rob serves on the executive committee, 
the board of directors and the finance and endowment committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison.  He 

also serves on the investment committee of Delta Dental of Wisconsin.  Rob is a mentor and supporter of BadgerBOTS.  He 
enjoys cycling, boating and skiing.  His sponsor is Scott Forester. 
 
 

   Angela M. Trevino has been loaned the classification of Health Services and is phlebotomy manager for 
UW Health and Clinics.  Born in Rockford, Illinois, she spent 4 years in the United States Air Force and 
transferred to the Wisconsin Air National Guard until 2015. She recently moved back to Madison in 2017, 
with her husband Daniel and two sons, Franky and Wren.  Angela completed her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology in 2017 and completed her master’s degree in healthcare administration this year.  Angela 
loves having an active part in the community, attending motivational seminars, mentoring, and has a 
passion for being a lifelong learner and educator.  Susan Schmitz is Angela’s sponsor.   

 

 

 

 
 

 Joyce Bromley Receives Rotary Club of Madison International Service Award 
   Joyce Bromley is owner of Bromley Consulting Group and joined our Rotary Club in 2014.  
Upon joining our Rotary Club, Joyce joined our International Projects & Programs Committee, 
and she was among a group that traveled to our club’s international project site, Change 
HERstory, in Ghana last year.  She has served as chair of our Youth Awards Committee and 
also served on our Ethics Symposium and Interact Advisory Committees.  Joyce is now serving 
a two-year term on our club board of directors.  She also serves on our Rotary District 6250 
Grant Review Committee. 
   For her continuing Service Above Self efforts, our Rotary Board of Directors has named Joyce 
as a recipient of one of our 2020 Rotary Club of Madison International Service Awards.    
   We have a certificate and pin that will be mailed to Joyce in recognition of this award since we 
are not meeting in person at this time.   

   Joyce, we appreciate your continuing service to Rotary, and congratulations on receiving this recognition! 
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   As we begin a new Rotary year on July 1, we wanted to share some background on our 
new president.   
    Jorge Hidalgo joined our Rotary Club in 2014 and is president of Wilde East Towne 
Honda. Previously, he was a Harley-Davidson Executive.  He is a graduate of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics and 
received his Master’s degree in Operations Management from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology.  He served in the U.S. Army for more than 12 years as an Infantry 
Officer where he was an Army Ranger and Airborne Jumpmaster.  Jorge has served on the 
Board of Directors and as President of the Sun Prairie Chamber of Commerce; served as 
Vice President of Fisher House of Wisconsin; and has been board president for the 
Wisconsin Heartland Honda Dealers Advertising Association.  He is a recipient of the 2016 
Latino Entrepreneur of the Year Award by the Latino Chamber of Commerce and the 2019 
Sun Prairie Chamber of Commerce Community Business Leader Award. 

   In Rotary, Jorge has served on our Strategic Planning, Welcoming and Veteran’s Assistance Committees and was elected 
to our board of directors for a 2018-2020 term.  He also participates in the Hiking/Skiing, Scotch Whisky and Sporting Clays 
Fellowship Groups and is chair of the Veterans Fellowship Group. 
   Jorge was born in the Dominican Republic, grew up in New York City and now lives in Sun Prairie with his wife, 
Andrea.  They have 3 adult children and eight grandchildren.  Here are some details reprinted from the Wilde East Towne 
Honda website that provide insights into Jorge: 
   “My favorite band:  The Eagles. 
   Three Words that describe me:  Duty, Honor, Country. 
   My childhood dream job was:  To be a professional baseball player. 
   If you could spend the day with one person, deceased or alive, I would choose:  My son, Daren, who was killed in 
Afghanistan (while serving his country in 2011). 
   Favorite TV shows:  “Walking Dead” and “Blue Bloods.” 
   We welcome Jorge Hidalgo as President during our 108th Rotary year! 
 

Jorge Outlines His Plans for Upcoming Rotary Year:  “Respect the Individual” 
     I know that the current pandemic has affected all of us, and every aspect of our lives—so it’s natural that our Club has 
been affected too.  We haven’t been able to meet in person for a while, and the road to returning to full-Club in-person 
meetings will be slow, and it will be gradual. But we’re resilient and we have adapted, with committees, fellowship groups 
and even our Wednesday meetings taking place virtually.  It may not be ideal, but it’s a way to stay engaged with Rotary at 
a time when our Club needs our support.   
   As your President, I plan to remind us all of why Rotary matters, and mention one great thing Rotary has done each and 
every week. I also plan to highlight Members in the News each week from the podium, to celebrate the active role we play in 
the community.  I want our meetings to be fun and upbeat; I want us to laugh more often.  I’m sure whatever problems we’re 
dealing with every morning will still be waiting for us when we get back to the office after lunch; let Rotary be a little break 
from that stress.  If our average age wasn’t 107 I’d call it recess—but even though “recess” doesn’t fit, you still get the 
idea.  We’ll try new things, and not all of them may work—but we’ll keep trying till we make it work!  We’ll even address 
members’ questions and concerns brought up on the member survey.  We’ll have speakers that address a broad range of 
topics, including not only social issues but also leadership, history, business, inspirational life experiences, scientific 
discovery, and artistic pursuits.   
   There’s no shortage of things that draw divisions among people; different political and religious beliefs, different views on 
social and economic issues—and we absolutely MUST respect our differences, and respect each other, first and foremost, 
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as individuals.  So to be crystal clear, my theme for this year is “Respect the Individual.”  We need to spend more time on 
discovering what brings us together:  I want us to get to know each other better, discover things we have in common, and 
celebrate our accomplishments: One of the many ways to do this is by asking a new member to introduce a long-time 
Rotarian once a month.  Among our members we have a Freedom Rider from the Civil Rights movement and someone who 
discovered a life-saving medical procedure, engineers and artists, veterans of foreign wars and Peace Corps volunteers; 
there’s a lot we can learn about and from each other.  And let’s not get all greedy; we need to give others a chance to be 
part of this great Rotary Club: Each of us should set a goal of recruiting one member to Rotary this year; just one, though if 
you bring in more I promise I won’t get mad at you.   
   I want to thank you for trusting me with our Club’s leadership and let’s all work together to have a great Rotary year!   
 
 

 

 

 

Our sincere thanks to Andrea 

Kaminski for serving as our 

club president for the 2019-

2020 Rotary Year! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Michelle Drea was quoted in an article titled, “Still Hot:  Madison Home Values Rise for Seventh Year in a Row.”  
WSJ 6/20 

 Teresa Holmes was pictured on the front page of the Wisconsin State Journal assisting as an absentee ballot clerk 
during early voting on March 13.  WSJ 6/22   

 John Hayes was quoted in an article seeking assistance from the city to help make changes for State Street 
businesses.  WSJ 6/23  

 Kristin Schmidt is among those named in the Milwaukee Business Journal’s Women of Influence.  
Congratulations, Kristin. June 10 
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Week of July 1, 2020 
 June 28 -- Renee Moe -- Adm. Date:  7/6/2005   Community Services.  United Way of Dane County  Director 2011-

13; President 2013-14    PHF (4) 

 June 28 -- Sally Jo Spaeni -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Government-Local.  City of Madison Senior Center       

 June 30 -- Len Devaisher -- Adm. Date:  6/28/2017   Community Services.  United Way of Dane County       

 June 30 -- Michael May -- Adm. Date:  10/1/2003   Law-Retired.    MRF President 2015-16; Director 2017-19    
PHF (3) 

 June 30 -- Lee Schwartz -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2014   Accounting.  SVA Certified Public Accountants, S.C.       

 July 2 -- Steve Goldberg -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2003   Foundations-Retired.    Director 2006-08     

 July 2 -- Oscar Mireles -- Adm. Date:  5/1/2013   Community Services.  Omega School  Director 2016-18  
Formerly Rotarian at Madison 1994-99   

 July 3 -- Annette Hellmer -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Financial Institutions.  Johnson Financial Group       

 July 3 -- Patrick Marsden -- Adm. Date:  6/4/2003   Insurance.  State Farm Insurance    Formerly Rotarian at 
Sycamore, IL 1987- 2001  PHF (3) 

 July 4 -- Ted Crabb -- Adm. Date:  9/2/1970   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.    Director 
1979-81, Vice President 1980-81    PHF 

 July 4 -- Nathan Wautier -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2012   Law.  Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C.       

 July 4 -- Tripp Widder -- Adm. Date:  7/6/1994   Law.  Mohs, Widder & Paradise  Director 2001-02; MRF President 
2007-08    PHF (2) 

 
Week of July 8, 2020 

 July 7 -- Steve Musser -- Adm. Date:  7/13/2011   Brokerage & Investments.  Musser Capital Advisors, LLC      
PHF (2) 

 July 9 -- Greg Mickells -- Adm. Date:  6/3/2015   Government-Local.  Madison Public Library       

 July 10 -- Stan Koopmans -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2013   Financial Institutions.  State Bank of Cross Plains    Former 
Rotarian at Delevan 1997-98 and Madison East 1999-2001  

 
 

Reminder:  No Rotary Meeting July 1 and No Rotary News July 3 
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