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The Madison, WI Rotary News for June 19, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

June 24:  Changing of the Guard & 
Club’s Year End Celebration    
   Another Rotary year is coming to a close, and 
next Wednesday, June 24, we will bid farewell to 
Andrea Kaminski as club president.  We thank 
Andrea for her willingness to serve over this past 
year while our community has been moving 
through the recent effects of the COVID-19 

pandemic and our weekly club meetings having moved to online presentations.  Next week, during our online June 24 
Rotary meeting, Andrea hands the gavel to incoming president, Jorge Hidalgo.  Following this club tradition, we will take a 
look at the year in review and highlight key accomplishments.    
   We hope you’ll join us online for this special year-end meeting! 
  

 
 

The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the 2020 Elections  
   This week, UW-Madison School of Journalism Professor Michael Wagner spoke to the Downtown Rotarians on Pandemic 
Voting: Information, Geography and Polarization in the 2020 Elections. The J-School has done a lot of research on the 
impacts of media and voting and has tracked the polarization of Wisconsin voters since 1996. Since that time, we’ve seen a 
decline in local newspapers and local news reporting, a rise in talk radio and social media, as well as a stark rise in the 
amount of political advertising in our state. The School of Journalism has done a lot of research on the impact of changing 
information channels and has found that the broader your media diet, the more likely you are to vote outside of party lines. 
As an example, those who viewed a wide range of information sources were 50% more likely to split-ticket vote in an 
election (i.e., choose candidates from more than one party on the same ballot). Those who consumed a narrower range of 
media had nearly no likelihood of splitting a ticket. 
   The researchers also wanted to compare whether Wisconsinites were move divided on politics from other swing states 
like North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ohio. The results were true that Wisconsinites’ attitudes around politics and 
social trust were more divided than other swing states. One researcher felt that those in rural and suburban areas of 
Wisconsin had long felt neglected and under-represented. Governor Walker’s campaign spoke to those people by 
denouncing Madison and Milwaukee influences, which could have had an impact in the attitudes of those outside the more 
metropolitan areas.  

Upcoming Programs  
 July 3  

No Meeting 

 July 8 
Kevin Conroy   
New Groundbreaking 
Solutions Across the 
Care Continuum 

 July 15 
Annette Miller 
Racial Justice is Here 
Now What? 
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   Ultimately, Professor Wagner summarized his talk by saying that Wisconsin remains divided due to partisanship, 
geography and the information we consume. He also made clear that these divides fracture our political and personal 
relationships in many cases. The good news is that a varied and wide media diet can influence these views and offer 
opportunities to work across party lines. 
   Our thanks to Prof. Michael Wagner for his Rotary presentation this week and to Jessika Kasten for preparing this review 
article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tT445D-
h1mg&t=4s. 
   
 

 
   Individuals join our Rotary Club for a variety of reasons, but the primary reasons are because of community, opportunity, 
fellowship, programs, service and friendships (taken from our most recent membership satisfaction survey).  To bring these 
words to life, here are some Rotarians who told us their personal stories at this week’s live-streamed meeting about why 
they are in our Rotary Club: 
 

 
   If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here:  https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/images/member%20videos2.mp4, and we hope you enjoy these stories and that they re-energize your commitment 
to being involved in our Rotary Club for the upcoming Rotary year. 

 
 

Rotary Club of Madison International Service Award 
Presented to Karen Kendrick-Hands by Jason Beren – June 17, 2020 

   Karen Kendrick-Hands joined our Rotary Club in 2012.  She holds the classification of consulting 
and is co-founder of the Environmental Sustainability Rotarian Action Group (ESRAG).  She is 
married to fellow Rotarian Larry Hands. 
   Since joining our Rotary Club, Karen has been very active in our club’s activities.  She was a 
Rotary Youth Exchange Student in high school and spent a year in Australia which may explain her 
strong interest in the international focus of Rotary.  Karen has served on our International Projects & 
Programs, Rotary Youth Exchange, Scholar Mentoring and Rotaract Advisory Committees, and she 
is active in our Going Green Fellowship Group.    

Jason Beren joined Rotary in 
2005 and served as Club 
President 2018-19 

Bryan Chan joined Rotary in 
2006 

Steve Goldberg joined  
Rotary in 2003 

Teresa Holmes joined Rotary 
in 2016 

Sandy Morales joined  
Rotary in 2015 
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   Beyond our Rotary Club, Karen is currently Director of Communications for the Environmental Sustainability Rotarian 
Action Group.   Most recently Karen had the honor of being Rotary International’s first observer delegate to UNFCCC 
Climate talks in Poland in 2018.   
   For her dedicated service to the Rotary Club of Madison, the club board of directors has named Karen Kendrick-Hands as 
a 2020 Rotary Club of Madison International Service Award recipient.    
   Since we are not able to meet in person currently, we have a certificate and pin that will be mailed to Karen in recognition 
of this award.  
  Thank you, Karen, for your continuing Service Above Self efforts, and congratulations on receiving this recognition. 
 

 
Presented by Mark Moody, Incoming VP and Chair of the Committee 
  In mid-March, when COVID-19 struck our community, we were forced to temporarily suspend our in-person meetings. Yet, 
within two weeks, beginning April 1, our Rotary club was back offering virtual programming featuring world class scholars 
plus civic and community leaders as our speakers.  As Rotarians, we have continued to connect Madison’s largest group of 
business, professional, and nonprofit leaders and serve our community through our weekly meetings and virtual fellowship 
groups and committee meetings. 
   Just last month, our club awarded over $320K in four-year college scholarships to graduating high school senior, many of 
whom are first generation Americans, people of color and first-in-their-family college students.  And, our members serve as 
mentors for nearly every student we support.  
   In March, we awarded $150K in community grants in support of 45 service organizations.  For our youth, we convened our 
annual ethics symposium for over 200 Dane County high school juniors. They are changed by the experience. 
   By now, all of you should have received your dues billing for July – December 2020. Like many of you, or the enterprises 
you lead, our club faces significant economic challenges.  Were it not for lower meal expenses resulting from the shutdown, 
we would have incurred a substantial deficit for the fiscal year ending June 30 -- because we have fewer members and less 
revenue than we budgeted.  
   The Board is making a meal credit of $145 available to members who prepaid meals for the cancelled luncheons from 
March 18–June 30.  It would be greatly appreciated, however, if you would forego the credit and allow us to apply it to the 
club’s projected deficit. If you did prepay for meals, and if you require a refund, please contact the office for a revised billing.  
For those of you experiencing a career transition or personal situations and need an exemption for prepayment of meals for 
the next six months and wish to pay the “dues only” portion, please call the office.  The Rotary board will be reviewing such 
requests on a case-by-case basis.  We hope most of you will pay the entire dues and prepayment of meals for now. 
   The board has made decisions that will reduce expenses for the coming year but, especially with COVID-19, we expect 
membership to decline further and are forecasting a significant deficit for 2020-2021.  
   The Board has created, and asked me to chair, an ad-hoc committee charged with considering and recommending 
possible changes that might revise our meeting schedule in light of the pandemic, modify the dues structure of the Club, and 
create new membership types in order to achieve our core value proposition; to connect grow and serve.   
   The Committee will assess options for their impact on retaining current members, attracting new members and achieving 
financial sustainability.  For example: 
 

 Should the club continue to attempt to meet weekly in person or adopt a different meeting cadence? 

 Should the club reduce or eliminate the subsidy of club expenses generated by meals that are pre-paid but not 
eaten under the prepaid billing structure? 

 Or, should the club increase club dues but only charge club members for the meals they actually eat? 

 Should the club create new classes of membership to encourage spouses to join and encourage retirees to remain 
members or rejoin? 

 Should the club offer lower dues for certain individuals or under particular circumstances? 
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 Should the club consider a mid-year dues increase based on July 2020 membership renewals and fiscal year 2021 
outlook? 

    

   The Committee will explore these and other options and review practices of other large Rotary Clubs and clubs in our area 
and make our recommendations to the Board of Directors on September 8.   
   Please send any thoughts and suggestions you may have on these questions to me in care of the Rotary Office. 
   As we monitor re-opening plans in our area, we expect to begin in-person meetings on July 8.  Following guidelines, this 
will mean a smaller gathering at first.  We are also exploring having smaller satellite meetings so that more of us can 
continue to meet in person.  For those unable to attend, we plan to continue to allow members to watch the proceedings 
online in real time or on our YouTube Channel any time after the initial meeting.   
   Watch for details in the newsletter. 
   We are confident you want to continue being a part of Rotary.  We hope you take pride in the service and impact we are 
making.   
   Regardless of how you choose to participate, we know you will continue to Connect, Grow, and Serve to make our 
community better.  If you have questions, please contact the Rotary office.  Thank you! 
    Best wishes; Stay strong; Stay healthy. 
 
 

 
 
 

 Moses Altsech was interviewed on Channel 3 about how businesses are preparing to re-open during Phase 2, the 
Supreme Court decision banning discrimination against LGBT employees, and UW Madison's plans to have 
students back on campus in the fall.  WISC TV Live at 4 6/15 

 Nino Amato and Masood Akhtar wrote a column that appeared in The Cap Times with recommendations on 
working to end systemic racism.  TCT 6/10 

 Renee Moe was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “United Way of Dane County’s COVID-19 Relief Efforts:  
Intense Community Support.”  TCCH 5/26, 6/1  Renee was also quoted in an article in InBusiness Magazine on the 
same topic.  Jun 20 

 Becky Steinhoff was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Goodman Community Center Executive Director 
Becky Steinhoff Departing After 31 Years.”  Madison365 6/12 

 
 

               
 

 June 21 -- Larry Hands -- Adm. Date:  4/1/2015   Engineering.  Hands & Associates, Inc.  PHF (5) 

 June 21 -- Karen Kendrick-Hands -- Adm. Date:  11/7/2012   Cultural Institutions.  Center for Knit and Crochet      
PHF (8) 

 June 22 -- Neil Fauerbach -- Adm. Date:  2/1/2006   Accounting-Retired.    Director 2010-12     

 June 22 -- Margaret Murphy -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Consulting.  Fox Valley Media Group    Former Rotarian at 
Neenah, WI 2008-15  PHF 

 June 22 -- Jon Udell -- Adm. Date:  10/27/1982   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired.    Director 
2000-02    PHF (11) 

 June 22 -- Bob Winding -- Adm. Date:  4/7/2010   Real Estate.  First Weber Real Estate   PHF 

 June 25 -- Martha Vukelich-Austin -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2007   Consulting.  AVA Civic Enterprises, Inc.  Director 
2011-13     

 June 27 -- Jed Engeler -- Adm. Date:  5/7/2008   Physician-Retired.     PHF 
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