
Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 1 of 4 
 

 

Upcoming Rotary 
Program (subject to change) 

 August 12 
Rebecca Blank 
Moving UW 
Forward in a Time 
of Crisis 

 August 19 
Steve Hannah 
Dairylandia:  
Dispatches from a 
State of Mind 
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 August 5 Online Speaker:  Lisa Peyton-Caire 
Elevating Black Women’s Health in Wisconsin: Why We 
Must, How We Can! 
   Presently, Wisconsin leads the nation in health, wealth and quality of life 
disparities for Black women, children and families. This is a narrative we 
must change and that will take collective commitment and investment to 
transform. Next week on August 5, guest speaker Lisa Peyton-Caire will 
talk about the work and mission of The Foundation for Black Women’s 
Wellness, its efforts to advance Black women’s well-being, and how our 

community can join the movement to shift Wisconsin from worst to best for Black women’s health and a leader in health 
equity. 
   Lisa Peyton-Caire is the Founding CEO and President of The Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness (FFBWW), a 
Wisconsin based organization launched in 2012 committed to eliminating health disparities and other barriers impacting 
Black women and their families and communities. The Foundation serves over 5,000 women and girls each year through 
direct health education, wellness programming, leadership development and advocacy while mobilizing women and 
community partners to be change agents in advancing health equity. Her work as a passionate advocate for women’s health 
was spurred by her Mother’s untimely death at age 64 from heart disease in 2006, after which Lisa established Black 
Women’s Wellness Day (BWWDAY), an annual statewide summit now in its 12th year that empowers women and girls to 
build and sustain healthy, wellness-centered lives. The Foundation is an outgrowth and progression of this work which has 
mobilized a movement in the Greater Madison and surrounding area to intentionally address and improve Black women’s 
health.  
   Lisa holds a Master’s of Science degree in Educational Leadership & Administration and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Sociology from UW-Madison. A Richmond, Virginia, native and longtime Wisconsin resident, Lisa is married to fellow Rotarian 
Kaleem Caire.  They live in Madison with their five children. 
 

 

The Future of Restaurants – A Challenge 
   Greg Frank, a co-owner of the Food Fight Restaurant Group in Madison and current Treasurer of our club, gave an 
overview of the history of restaurants, their current status and future challenges facing the industry during these uncertain 
Covid-times.  Most recognize that the restaurant business can be quite difficult, and operations must survive on very low 
margins, typically less than 5%.  Nevertheless, restaurants are an integral part of virtually every community, and have been 
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so since the late 18th century when the first restaurant opened in France.  The first American restaurant established, 
Delmonico’s in New York City, was established in 1830, and restaurants throughout the world have evolved in a variety of 
formats over the years. 
   Since 1970, restaurant sales in the US have grown from $43 billion to approximately $900 billion, with over 17 million 
employees working in the industry.  However, that was before the Covid crisis struck and severely impacted virtually all 
types of restaurants.   The situation in Madison is no different than any other area in the country.  Restaurants are struggling 
to change their business models and survive until the crisis has ended.   Unfortunately, lay-offs have been rampant, and 
other common changes include a focus on delivery and curb-side pickup, as well as outside dining whenever possible.   
   Regardless of when the health crisis ends, it seems likely that restaurants will be making a considerable number of 
changes to survive and prosper in the future, and Greg touched on several of these that we could expect to see.  For 
example, establishments might become smaller to reduce capital costs, incorporate new technologies (e.g. wireless links 
and digital menus) to improve efficiency, offer limited gourmet dining, provide prepackaged meals and drive-through pickup, 
and even use “ghost kitchens” that provide food to a number of establishments utilizing a single, centralized kitchen.   
Certainly this industry will change significantly over the near and longer-term future, but it behooves all of us to support our 
local restaurants in order to enable this essential component of our community to evolve and prosper.   
   Our thanks to Greg Frank for his presentation this week and to Linn Roth for preparing this review article.  If you missed 
our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/dD1t2pI3MuY. 
   

ractRotarac 

   Reminder:  The UW Rotaract Club students are beginning to plan their school year content and are looking for 
Rotarians to share their stories, expertise and advice with them.  In addition to their usual in-person meetings where 
Rotarians have shared before, the club is also exploring pre-recorded sessions and live video sessions given the group 
gathering restrictions brought on by the current pandemic.   
   The UW Rotaract students have expressed interest in hearing from Rotarians in the following careers/subject matters, in 
addition to those with great stories:  Economics, Creative/fine arts, chefs, other artistic avenues, Sports/entertainment 
industries, Strategic communications/journalism and Marketing/digital communications. 
   If you are interested in sharing your story with the next generation of leaders and Rotarians, please contact UW Rotaract 
Advisory Committee Chair Alex Vitanye, at avitanye@badgersportsproperties.com.   
   Thank you. 
 

  

  Rotary membership dues statements were mailed out in mid-June, and payment is due in the Rotary office by July 31. 
We realize the pandemic has created financial hardships for our community, our Club, and our members.  If you’ve been 
affected substantially by the pandemic, we want to be flexible when it comes to Club dues, but we need to hear from you by 
the deadline. 
   If you’re experiencing a career transition or other financial difficulties due to the pandemic, you can email or call the Rotary 
office and ask for an exemption to the meals prepayment for July – December 2020, and only pay the dues.  The board will 
be reviewing all requests on a case by case basis. 
   Since under normal circumstances everyone who prepays meals doesn’t always attend our luncheon, the unused meal 
income has covered nearly half of our operating costs.  We now have an ad-hoc committee appointed by the board to 
review our membership dues and meals structure and will recommend changes by early September.   

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtu.be_dD1t2pI3MuY&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=HMKGlwIyQxn4IMrYUjMakjcNSrCzkJiVJ9E4bKhMI3s&m=WaXzmAxXKoSsSqtXKUZifad3a4e4CsYMDH0DK0ScAe4&s=e4-Q1OWjLixobD6pRRBzLVCFqkLEWamviAg-GDNdHok&e=
mailto:avitanye@badgersportsproperties.com


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 3 of 4 
 

 

   Your patience, as well as your ongoing support during this very difficult time is sincerely appreciated.   If you have any 
questions please let us know, but if you have not yet paid your dues billing, please respond by our July 31 deadline.   
   Thank you in advance!  
 

 

 
Second Harvest Care Box Packaging 
   Our Rotary Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians and their family members to volunteer on Thursday, 
August 13, 12:30 to 4:00pm, to help our neighbors in need.  
   Second Harvest Food Bank has created a “Care Box” packaging process of pre-packaged food at Alliant Energy Center, 
in response to COVID-19 emergency relief needs. Their process allows volunteers to follow safe social distancing while 
wearing masks. Join fellow Rotary and Rotaract members for this 3.5 hour shift. 10 spots available. RSVP by Aug 10th.  
 

 
 

    
 
Members and guests of our Motorcycle Fellowship enjoyed a ride on July 23rd under mostly sunny skies through the hills 
and valleys from Verona to Plain. They took a break along the Wisconsin River to share stories and learn about each other’s 
bikes. Next month they will head toward Wildcat Mountain and travel past the Amish community there.   
 

 
 

 Kaleem Caire wrote an article titled, “The Black Hands That Built America.”  Madison Magazine Aug 20 

 Dawn Crim was quoted in an article titled, “Regulatory Changes speed Up Review Process at Department of 
Safety and Professional Services.  WSJ 7/23 
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 Karen Kendrick-Hands, communications director of Environmental Sustainabiilty Rotary Action Group, was 
interviewed by Rotary International in an article titled "5 Questions About Environmental Projects." RI's Rotary In 
Review 7/24; The Rotarian Magazine July 2020  Link: https://www.rotary.org/en/5-questions-about-environmental-
projects-karen-kendrick-hands 

 Neil Heinen’s editorial on July 22 mentioned Ron Luskin who organized a Zoom webinar on July 29 featuring a 
panel of experts in a conversation about solving the racial divide.  Channel 3000  He was alos interviewed about the 
webinar on Channel 47  8/5  http://fox47.com/news/local/what-white-people-need-to-hear-from-other-white-people-
webinar-aims-to-combat-racism 

 Nasra Wehelie was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Madison Consultant Helps Create Workplace 
Empathy.”  WisconsinMuslimJournal.org 7/24  

 Mark Westover was quoted in an article about child care at YMCA of Dane County during the pandemic.  WSJ 
7/26    

 

   
 

 Aug. 2 -- Mike Casey -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2013   Consulting.  Management Partners, Inc.    Former member in 
Leesburg, VA (2006-13), Grand Junction, CO (1994-1995) and Grant Pass, OR (1981-1991)  PHF (6) 

 Aug. 4 -- Malorie Hepner -- Adm. Date:  10/4/2017   Architecture.  OPN Architects    Former Rotarian at Cedar 
Rapids, IA 2011-14   

 Aug. 4 -- Mike Swanson -- Adm. Date:  10/11/1978   Business Services & Supplies.  AtlantisValley Foods, LLC       

 Aug. 5 -- Heather Hopke -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2018   Business Services & Supplies.  Adams Outdoor Advertising    
Former member of club 2010-15   

 

 Aug. 6 -- Megan Ballard -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2017   Foundations.  Madison Public Market Foundation    Former 
member at Wausau 2013-14   

 Aug. 7 -- Wayne Glowac -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Consulting.  Kramer Madison    Former member 2001-03 & 
2012-15   

 Aug. 8 -- Sarah Best -- Adm. Date:  4/5/2017   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  Sarah Best Strategy  
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