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July 29 Online Guest Speaker:  Greg Frank 
Restaurant Business:  Past, Present and Future 
   The restaurant business as we know it has been around for hundreds 
of years. While change is part of what makes the industry fun and 
dynamic, the COVID-19 pandemic and other challenges have caused the 
industry to make huge changes to the business models overnight.  What 
will the restaurant business look like in the future? In his presentation 
next Wednesday, July 29, fellow Rotarian Greg Frank will take us 
through a brief history of restaurants, his personal journey, and Food 
Fight Restaurant Group.  He will also discuss where he sees things now, 

and then imagine what the restaurants of the future might look like.       
   Greg has been in the restaurant industry for over 40 years. He trained as a chef at MATC and 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Hotel and Restaurant Management from UW-Stout. He owned and 
operated The Radical Rye sandwich shops and is currently an owner of and Board Secretary of Food 

Fight Restaurant Group. Frank is involved with several downtown organizations, and is current Chair of Destination Madison; 
past Chair and current Board Member of the Downtown Business Improvement District; Madison’s Downtown Coordinating 
Committee; and past Board Member of DMI.   Greg joined our Rotary club in 2009 and serves as treasurer for our club. 
 

 
 

Time for Re-Alignment in America 
   Jeremy Suri, the Mack Brown Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs and Professor of Public Affairs and 
History at UT-Austin and formerly a professor at UW-Madison, spoke to Rotarians virtually on Wednesday, July 22, 2020.   
   Professor Suri’s presentation began with his 15-year-old son, Zachary, reading a poem he’d written especially for Madison 
Rotarians, “I Remember When I Was Four,” about accompanying his father as his father voted in a gymnasium for Barack 
Obama.  Then Suri senior took over and outlined what he posits are the four major re-alignments in American history:  the 
post-Civil War period, the great depression of 1893, and the 1932 election (which followed the 1929 crash).  Suri predicts 
that we are in the middle of the fourth great alignment in American history because of four factors:  1) The party in power if 
abjectly failing to do what it promised; 2) Historical demographic changes; 3) The problem of race and a new consciousness 
of race; and 4) Institutions at all levels don’t work the way they used to and there is bound to be a re-alignment.   

Upcoming Rotary 
Program (subject to change) 

 August 5 
Lisa Peyton-Caire 
Elevating Black 
Women’s Health in 
Wis.: Why We 
Must, How We Can! 

 August 12 
Rebecca Blank 
Moving UW 
Forward in a Time 
of Crisis 

 August 19 
Steve Hannah 
Dairylandia:  
Dispatches from a 
State of Mind 
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   Suri thinks this re-alignment will manifest itself in three areas:  1) The health-care system, which is more expensive than 
most others with worse outcomes; 2) The economy, which is not as innovative as it used to be and is also inequitable. 3)   
The issue of leadership (Suri said that he would exchange his students at both UT-Austin and UW-Madison for everyone in 
the two state legislatures and thinks that would improve the legislatures).   
    Suri ended his presentation on an optimistic note with a paraphrased version of Winston Churchill’s famous quip: 
“Americans can always be counted on to do the right thing, after they’ve exhausted every other option.”  
   Our thanks to Jeremi Suri for his presentation this week and to Jocelyn Riley for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/h_gOfsqqons. 
       

Rotarian Interview Series 
   Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.”  To help reinforce this message and to help us connect, President 
Jorge Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to help make connections among members 
stronger.  During this Rotary year, Jorge has invited new members to be part of this process by asking them to interview 
longer tentured members to get to know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our 
Rotary meetings.  We will schedule one of these introductions per month.  We hope this is a way for all 
of our members to have an opportunity to get to know each other better. 
   President Jorge asked Alex Vitanye to help coordinate this series of interviews, and Alex will will start 
us off for July.  Alex Vitanye is originally from Cleveland, Ohio, and received his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in business administration and sports administration from Ohio State University.  He 
moved to Madison in 2017 to become the business development manager for Badger Sports 
Properties, and that is the same year, he joined our Rotary Club.  Alex is listed among In Business’s 40 
under 40 Class of 2020.  Alex interviewed Juan Jose Lopez, and here is a summary of Alex’s interview 
with Juan Jose. 

   Most, if not all, Rotarians are familiar with and live out our various mottos, mission 
statements and values.  One Rotarian in particular who lives these mantras is our fellow member  
Juan José Lopez.   
   Juan José – his preferred naming convention due to the number of Juans in his birthplace of San 
Antonio – arrived in Madison via American and Republic Airlines in the 1970s.  What really brought 
Juan José here were his academic pursuits at the UW-Madison.  Bucking conventional Wisconsin 
wisdom, Juan José came to Madison from Texas to beat the heat and embrace the cold.  He quickly 
fell in love with the University and, as he says, will die a Badger.  On, Wisconsin! 
   Juan José’s studies focused on Social Work and Sociology, providing an academic support to his 
passion of helping others, especially youth in our community.  His career highlights include working for 

a variety of organizations dedicated to helping kids: Briarpatch, Centro Hispano, the Department of Workforce Development 
and as CEO of the Boys and Girls Club.  Juan José impacted the lives of many youths through those organizations, but he 
identifies his time on the Madison Board of Education and the one-to-one mentorship relationships he’s had as the most 
rewarding of his career.  Several of his mentees have grown up and gone on to become successful in their own right, 
including some that have been elected to political offices to serve our community.  Now retired as of December 2019, Juan 
José is enjoying the fruits of his labor and remains active in the Madison area. 
   Juan José’s Rotary story begins in 1996 while he was running Project Opportunity.  Leaders of several partner 
organizations of Project Opportunity encouraged him to join Rotary to meet others with a community-first mindset and to 
enhance his professional profile with leaders of the Madison community.  Two Rotary-centric memories stick out in Juan 

 

Alex Vitanye 

Juan José Lopez 
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José’s mind, amid all the other positive experiences.  First, he met Badgers coach Barry Alvarez through Rotary and 
approached him to speak at Centro Hispano’s inaugural charity banquet.  When Coach asked what he should speak to the 
crowd about, Juan José replied “Football, Coach.  People love Football.”  Juan José also shared an interesting story of 
running into fellow Rotarian Professor Michael Petrovich.  Years earlier, Professor Petrovich was an adviser for a UW 
student organization that Juan José belonged to, a group that had been known to protest occasionally.  Bumping into each 
other at Rotary, Professor Petrovich said to Juan José, “so you’ve joined the establishment now.” 
   The establishment Juan José joined, our Madison Downtown Rotary Club, is one that we all should feel fortunate to have 
joined.  As Juan José shared, we are blessed to be making lifelong relationships, gaining valuable professional experience 
and changing the lives of those in our community through our various scholarships and service projects.  He encourages all 
members to develop relationships with Rotarians from all walks of life and strive to live out our Rotary values every day.  
Juan José is a proud Rotarian, stating that he will make sure his Rotary experience is mentioned in his obituary.  Followed 
of course by a hearty “On, Wisconsin!” 
 
 

   

   Club President Jorge Hidalgo is planning an “Ask Jorge” section at our Rotary meetings which will be summarized in our Rotary 
News.  He has asked some club members to help with responses. 

  To start us out for July, here is the question that has been asked of President Jorge:  Hey, Jorge, Why were we asked to pay for 
meals in our invoice for July – December if we aren’t meeting in person? 

  Our thanks to Steve Goldberg who helped out with responding to this question which you can view in our July 15th online 
video.  Here is a summary of his response: 
   I am sure many of our members are asking the same question. First, when we put our budget together, we were expecting 
to resume meeting in person again starting July 8th.  We knew at that time not everyone would choose to come out over 
concern for COVID-19.  We really had no idea how many people to expect. 
   Second, not all members who prepay their meals came to every meeting even when we were meeting in person.  That 
unclaimed meal revenue has been used for many years to defray other club operating expenses and keeps our base dues 
lower than the true cost of running the club. 
   The Board did make a credit of $145 available for cancelled meeting meals for April through June but encouraged our 
members to forego the credit to help defray the club’s operating deficit.  We are pleased to report that the vast majority of 
our members graciously agreed to forego the credit.  Thank you to all who did to help our club’s financial situation. 
   The COVID-19 pandemic and meeting cancellations are forcing us to reconsider the dues structure and prepaid meals.  
The Board has created a special ad hoc committee to assess the situation and will make recommendations by September 
8.  This will include whether we should modify our dues structure as well as how to credit members for meals when we 
aren’t meeting. 
   In the meantime, we ask that you remit the full amount on your dues billing so we can maintain our operations while 
determining what a new fee structure might look like. 
  If any member who prepays for meals is hard pressed to pay the meal costs for July through December, you may contact 
the Rotary office about paying the dues portion only.   
   Thank you for your consideration and support of our wonderful Rotary Club. 
   Have a question for Jorge?  Feel free to email Jorge directly or send your question to the Rotary office. 
 
 
Rotaract 
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ractRotarac 

   Per Scientific American, if you’re like most people, you might be your favorite topic of conversation.  On average, people 
spend 60 percent of conversations talking about themselves.  Research shows this is due to the fact that talking about 
ourselves feels good.  But what if there was an opportunity to talk about ourselves because it will do good?  Then the UW 
Rotaract Club has an opportunity for you! 
   The UW Rotaract Club students are beginning to plan their school year content and are looking for Rotarians to share 
their stories, expertise and advice with them.  In addition to their usual in-person meetings where Rotarians have shared 
before, the club is also exploring pre-recorded sessions and live video sessions given the group gathering restrictions 
brought on by the current pandemic.   
   The UW Rotaract students have expressed interest in hearing from Rotarians in the following careers/subject matters, in 
addition to those with great stories: 

- Economics 
- Creative/fine arts, chefs, other artistic avenues 
- Sports/entertainment industries 
- Strategic communications/journalism 
- Marketing/digital communications  

   If you are interested in sharing your story with the next generation of leaders and Rotarians, please contact Alex 
Vitanye, chair of this year’s UW Rotaract Advisory Committee, at avitanye@badgersportsproperties.com for more 
information.   
   Thank  you. 
 

 
 

 Curt Brink was pictured and featured on the front page about a proposed new housing unit on East Washington 
Avenue.  WSJ 7/22 

 Melinda Heinritz was interviewed about how MMSD connects with students beyond the classroom.  Channel 3000 
7/7  Melinda also wrote a guest column about MMSD's school referendum.  WSJ 7/19 

 Sharyl Kato was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “The Rainbow Project and COVID-19:  Healing During a 
Pandemic.”  TCCH 6/29 

 Oscar Mireles was quoted in an article about the Latino Consortium that has met monthly for the past 5 years.  
TCT 6/10  He  was also pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Omega School in the Era of the COVID-19 
Pandemic:  Maintaining Good Old Fashioned Tough Love.”  TCCH 6/29 
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 July 26 -- Sandy Morales -- Adm. Date:  4/1/2015   Community Services.  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dane County  
Director 2017-19    PHF 

 July 29 -- Ted Long -- Adm. Date:  12/1/1963   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP  Director 1973-76, President 1974-75    
PHF (2) 

 July 29 -- Jennifer Weitzman -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2016   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  jamgd    Former 
member Sun Prairie 2006-16  PHF (2) 

 July 30 -- Dewey Bredeson -- Adm. Date:  5/5/1993   Housing.  Bay Tree Real Estate Group, Inc.  100% 
Attendance since 8/12/1998    PHF (3) 

 July 30 -- Kaleem Caire -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Community Services.  One City Schools    Former member 
2010-14   

 July 30 -- Jason Hunt -- Adm. Date:  5/7/2014   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP       

 July 30 -- Rebecca Prochaska -- Adm. Date:  9/7/2016   Architecture.  Potter Lawson, Inc.       

 Aug. 1 -- Darrell Behnke -- Adm. Date:  11/3/1999   Financial Institutions.  U.S. Bank  MRF President 2013-14; 
Director 2015-17    PHF 

 Aug. 1 -- Stan Inhorn -- Adm. Date:  2/5/1997   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired.        PHF (2) 

 Aug. 1 -- Dave Utley -- Adm. Date:  1/2/2002   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.         
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