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July 22 Online Speaker:  Jeremi Suri on Renewing 
American Democracy During the COVID-19 Crisis: 
Political Participation Among Next Generation 
    Partisanship in American history is consistent and rarely changes. And the 
United States has remained deeply divided between two parties during most 
of its history. Moments of profound social and economic crisis — the Civil 
War, the Depression of 1893 and the Great Depression of 1929 — have 
triggered rare moments of political realignment and transformative policy 

change. With COVID-19 and the murder of George Floyd, our country has entered another 
moment of realignment. Although we cannot predict precise outcomes, we can anticipate and 
prepare for major changes in the nature of democracy and policy-making.  Next week at noon, 
July 22, Jeremi Suri will explore some of these likely changes, drawing on historical insights. 
    Jeremi Suri holds the Mack Brown Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs at The 

University of Texas at Austin and is a professor in the University's Department of History and the LBJ School of Public Affairs. 
Professor Suri is the author and editor of several books on contemporary politics and foreign policy and writes for various 
online sites and blogs. He is a popular public lecturer, and he appears frequently on radio and television programs.   
   Suri teaches courses on strategy and decision-making, leadership, globalization, international relations and modern history. 
He teaches graduate and undergraduate courses, and he teaches and serves as academic director for the Executive Master in 
Public Leadership program (EMPL) at the LBJ School. Smithsonian Magazine named him one of America's "Top Young 
Innovators" in the arts and sciences. 
   Jeremi Suri will participate in a 15-minute Q&A after our online Rotary meeting via a Zoom Call with Club President Jorge 
Hidalgo.  Members interested in listening to the Q&A can do so by clicking on the link that will be included in the Wednesday, 
July 22, 7am, email.  
 

 
 

Racial Justice:  Then, Now and Forward 
   Rotarians were challenged July 15 by Annette Miller to be part of the equity solution.  
   “We have historically denied racism existed and that we were personally accountable,” 
Miller said. “But we have the capacity to learn and now unlearn racist behavior.  People may 
doubt what you say but they will always believe what you do.” 
   Miller suggested we think about what is the work for you? What do you need to learn to 
unlearn old habits?  How do we deconstruct old systems based on people’s looks or zip 
codes whether they rent for example?  We can grow together without the lens of racism.   

Upcoming Rotary 
Programs (subject to 

change) 

 July 29 
Greg Frank 
Restaurant 
Business:  Past, 
Present and Future 

 August 5 
Lisa Peyton-Caire 
Elevating Black 
Women’s Health in 
Wisconsin: Why We 
Must, How We Can! 
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   What can Rotary do?  “Look to the four-way test,” Miller outlines:   

1. Truth: Are we offering all truths? The truth is when white people call the police they respond. When people of color 
interact with police, outcomes are not always good.  

2. Fair. What’s the difference between fair and equitable?  Fair is everyone getting the same. Equitable means offering 
what they need.   

3. Goodwill. Push yourself to meet new types of people, learn their stories. Move from fear zone to learning zone such 
as how the GI Bill benefited 8 million primarily white veterans with education, unemployment insurance and housing 
but didn’t benefit millions of veterans of color. Redlining is another devastating disparity example. 

4. Beneficial. Be prepared to be in the growth zone; it’s ok to make mistakes as long as you try. Use your influence at 
work, Rotary, with family…especially your kids…to find out what they know and how we can be better.  

   “We are all in this together,” Miller closed with. 
   Miller lives in Madison with life partner, Mike, and their three children. Annette launched EQT By Design focusing on 
developing diverse, inclusive, sustainable strategies in public engagement, equitable community development projects and 
organizational cultural change management. Annette obtained her BA from UW-Madison in 1992, and MS in 2017 from 
Edgewood College. 
     Our thanks to Annette Miller for her presentation this week and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/eV--yUaCnLg.   
  Here is a link to key slides from Annette’s presentation:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ChdhqYzOfeyquRXgqBbjs7ZUUGlCNinF/view?usp=sharing and a link to additional 
resources:  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ygjl79fR3PN99MROmCWCSyO_UtDJ7MSOOiF5Wbawu5E/edit. 
 

 
 

 

   Club President Jorge Hidalgo is enhancing The Four-Way Test during 
his year as our club president.  He wants members to have fun during his 
year, so he has added a 5th item to the Four Way Test: “Will it be FUN for 
all concerned?” He unveiled this new item during our meeting last 
week.  This week, he did a little more work on the banner and added a “+” 
to the The Four Way Test, so it is now The Four-Way + Test during 
Jorge’s year.   
 

   

 
 

 
 

    
   The annual Madison Rotary Foundation Synergy Newsletter is now available online.  Visit our 
website, www.rotarymadison.org and click on the “Members LogIn” tab and login with your username 
and password (contact the Rotary office if you need this information).  Once you are logged in, you can 
use this link:  https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/mrfnews/MRF%20Newsletter%20June%202020.pdf 

  If you prefer to have a newsletter mailed to you, contact our Rotary office at 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164. 
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  Our thanks to Rotary member Mike Engelberger for sharing his photography talents with our Rotary Club.  He has 
provided a complimentary Madison photo that we are now using in our weekly newsletter masthead. 
   Mike joined our Rotary Club in 2011 and is owner of MRE Photography.  He chairs our club’s Photography Committee, 
and he just completed a term on our club board of directors.   
   Thank you, Mike! 
 

 
 

   President Jorge Hidalgo is going to draw 
attention to some of the great things our Rotary 
Club does within the community.  Each week, as 
time allows, he will ask members to respond via 
Chat to a question. The winner will receive a 
signed Certificate of Excellence, and the member 
will have an opportunity to have their photo taken 
with Paul Harris, the founder of Rotary. 
   To start us out for this week, Jorge highlighted the incredible support we 
annually provide to the community and beyond:  youth awards, four-year college 
scholarships, ethics symposium, youth exchange, community grants, international 

project in Ghana, emergency grants to Veterans and a fitness program for older adults in Madison.  The question Jorge 
asked of members was, “How much did we distribute in funding for 2020?”   
  We had a few members respond in the Chat feature of YouTube, but Joyce Bromley, who was seated at the 
livestreaming meeting since she was giving a report during the meeting, was the winner this week with the closest 
answer.  The answer is:  Our Madison Rotary Foundation provided $674,527 in 2020. 
 

    
 

  As Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee announced this week, we are now nominations for 
our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 4 
 

 

particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to 
watch this award-winning 9-minute video about his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
    Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx. 
   Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 2020. 
 

 
 

   Our club’s Rotary Rockefellers Investment Fellowship Group began 
meeting at the Concourse Hotel in 2000 with the motivation of having fun, 
enjoying fellowship, and acquiring the knowledge to make sound long-term 
stock investments.  For those wishing to apply what this group studies and 
discusses, it offers an investment partnership opportunity. Those investing in 
the partnership select and monitor a group of 20+ stocks for education and a 
hoped-for profit.  Meetings are monthly at which attendance and participation 

are important.  Pictured here is the fellowship group’s meeting that was held on July 14 at the Concourse Hotel for those 
wishing to meet in person.  Several members of the group also participated via Zoom.  Club member Dewey Bredeson 
chair this fellowship group. 
 

 
 Joan Collins, Jason Ilstrup and Dave Mollenhoff were quoted in articles about statues on the Capitol 

Square.  WSJ 7/5  

 Jorge Hidalgo was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Jorge Hidalgo becomes new president of the Rotary 
Club of Madison.”  Madison365 6/30 

 Joe Loehnis was interviewed in an article about Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra and how it is adapting to 
performances during the pandemic and beyond. InBusiness Magazine July 2020 

 

   
 

 July 21 -- Tina Choles -- Adm. Date:  6/4/2003   Retail-Services & Products.  Choles Floral       

 July 21 -- Scott Haumersen -- Adm. Date:  5/7/2003   Accounting.  Wegner CPAs       

 July 21 -- Dave Mollenhoff -- Adm. Date:  7/7/1982   Real Estate.  Lakeridge LLC  Director 1987-89, 1991-92, 
President 1990-91    PHF (8) 

 July 24 -- Jackson Fonder -- Adm. Date:  8/4/2010   Community Services.  Catholic Charities of Madison       

 July 24 -- Lynne Sexten -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2013   Health Services.  Agrace HospiceCare  Director 2019-21    PHF 

 July 25 -- Roth Judd -- Adm. Date:  9/9/1987   Law.    Director 1997-99, President 2000-01    PHF (8) 
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