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The Madison, WI Rotary News for January 17, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

January 22 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel: Matt Hamilton & Rich 
Lepping:  Conversation with Olympic Gold Medal Curler 
   Join us next week, January 22, at the Park Hotel, when fellow Rotarian Rich Lepping will use a 
conversation format to interview Olympic Gold Medal Curler Matt Hamilton as our program that day. 

   Rich Lepping has been a member of our Rotary Club since 2003 and is a 
retired Taco Bell franchisee with over 30 years of Corporate and Franchise 
restaurant experience.  Currently, Rich is the Interim CEO for the United States 
Curling Association, previously serving as the immediate past Chairman of the 
Board.  In addition to the USCA, he has served as President of the Wisconsin 
State Curling Association, the President of the Madison Curling Club and is 

currently a USCA Representative to the World Curling Federation.  Rich holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Education from Eastern Michigan University with Graduate Studies from 
Michigan State University.   

   In 2007 and 2008, Matt Hamilton participated in the US Men's National 
Championships, placing 9th in both events.  In 2008 and 2009, he participated in the 
United States Junior National Championships, where he took first place on both 
occasions.  Matt traveled to the 2008 World Junior Curling Championships in 
Östersund, Sweden, where he took home the gold medal after beating Sweden 9-5. 
While in Sweden, Hamilton won the championship's 2008 Sportsmanship Award, an 

award only given out to one male junior curler and one female junior curler.  In the 2009 World Junior Curling 
Championships Matt’s team won the bronze medal.  And in 2018, he won the Olympic Gold Medal.   
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

Status of Affordable Housing in the Madison Region 
   Kurt Paulsen, UW Associate Professor of Urban Planning, reviewed the issues regarding the workforce housing shortage 
in Dane County and its impact on the economy. Currently, Dane County’s population is increasing 1.3%  a year, with job 
creation at 1.7%, and new housing units at 1.1%, so housing is not keeping up with population demand. In addition, rents 
are rising faster than income, so many are excluded from living in Madison. Presently, more than 100,000 workers live 
outside Dane County, which means that they have long commutes.  
   Affordability is another major issue. Affordability examines price to income ratio, which should be below 3. So for a 
$150,000 home, the household income should be over $50,000. In Dane County, affordability is a challenge since few new 
homes are in the middle income range. Rents are just barely affordable for middle-income workers. The large, new 
apartment buildings downtown were designed for the influx of high-salaried employees at companies such as EPIC. Too 
few new apartments have been built for lower-salary workers. such as retail sales people, who can’t afford to live near 
where they work. 
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   If builders were encouraged by federal or state programs to build affordable housing, it would reduce the burden, but it 
would take about 30 years to complete. Furthermore, it would not address the issue of African American ownership. 
Wisconsin has the 6th worst record in the United States for ownership by African Americans which is also reflected in the 
county and city. 
   To address the problem in Dane County, it is estimated that 53,000 to 59,000 new housing units should be built in the next 
20 years. So greater Madison will either grow up or grow out. There will be more density in the central area and more 
neighborhoods in the suburbs. Smaller homes will help to keep down the costs of building, and mass transportation will 
relieve the congestion on the highways. 
   Our thanks to Kurt Paulsen for speaking to our club this week and to Stan Inhorn for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 

 
                 Dates for your 2020 Calendar! 

 Rotary Fest—Rotary District Conference with a Twist:  June 19 – 21, 2020 in Fort 
Atkinson.  For more details and to register:  https://www.rotary6250.org/page/2020-district-
conference 

 Rotary International Convention:  June 6 – 10 in Honolulu, HI.  For more details and to 
register:  https://www.riconvention.org/en/honolulu/register 

 Year-End Celebration Event:  June 24 during our regular meeting time:  We will celebrate 
the Rotary year (replaces former Roast Program) 

 
Make-up Policy Expansion 
    In December, members voted to approve updates to our Club’s Constitution based on enactments passed by Rotary 
International earlier in 2019.  We’ve had a few questions about the new make-up policy that was part of the items approved, 
so I just wanted to provide a quick overview. 
   As of January 1st, members now have one year to make-up a missed meeting rather than the previous timing of 14 days 
before or after the regular meeting.   
   Members can now use this expanded window of up to one year to make-up any missed meetings, and the key is that it 
started January 1, so you cannot request a make-up under this new policy for anything prior to December 31, 2019. 
   This more flexible timing of make-ups should make it even easier to maintain the required 50% attendance, and you can 
feel free to contact the Rotary office with any questions. 
 

Rotary Music Survey 
   Our Music Committee distributed a song survey at our January 15th Rotary luncheon and is seeking input from members 
about their favorite songs.  The survey results will help the committee schedule future songs at Rotary meetings. 
   If you were not in attendance but would like to take the survey, contact the Rotary office (608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) to request a survey. 
 

 
Fund Drive Update 
  To date, our fund drive has raised $144,867.   Mail your contribution to the Madison Rotary 
Foundation or visit our website to make a donation online.  Thank you!   
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Volunteers Needed for Annual Rotary Ethics Symposium Friday, Feb. 14 at Monona Terrace 
  The Rotary Ethics Symposium Committee invites Rotarians to assist with our 20th annual Ethics Symposium set for Friday, 
February 14th, at Monona Terrace.  We expect about 235 high school juniors to participate from Dane County high schools. 
   The intent of the program is to engage the students in thinking about (and discussing) every day ethical dilemmas and 
leaving them with a framework for ethical decision making. This is truly a wonderful experience for the students as indicated 
in the comments made by participants of past Ethics Symposiums:  “It made me think about life and how it was meant to be 
lived”; “A great way to observe ideas from a new point of view;” “I thought that the whole thing was an amazing experience, 
and hearing from my peers on issues like those we covered is valuable to me;” “It wasn’t just people telling us what they 
think ethics are, but asking us what we thought they were.” 
   We need volunteers for the following: 
 

1) Registration 7:30–8:30am: Assist with set-up of registration, distribution of name badges and packets to students. 
2) Sgt.-at-Arms:  Choose either 9:00 –10:45 am. or 10:45 am–12:45 pm to assist in guiding participants to room 

locations; ringing bell in hallway towards end of break time to remind students it is time to move into next session; 
reminding room hosts when 5 minutes is remaining in session, and helping as needed with meeting details in 
breakout rooms.  If you plan to attend the lunch also, sign up separately. 

3) Lunch Host 12:15–1:30pm: Lunch hosts should arrive at 12:15pm at Monona Terrace for the lunch that runs from 
12:30 – 1:30 pm.  Enclose $22 (check payable to Rotary Club of Madison) for your meal cost.  Lunch will be an 
assortment of turkey, ham or vegetarian sandwiches.   

4) Wrap-up Details 1:30–1:50pm:  As symposium session ends, assist with wrap-up details of event.   
 
   Contact the Rotary office to sign-up or click here to use our online sign-up form:  https://forms.gle/Afk5j9TrAbQprvUr6  
 
 
 

Membership Dues are Due January 31 
   On December 19, an email was sent to members regarding their dues billing statements for January – June 
2020 (mailed to members who do not have email).  Membership fees are due by January 31, 2020. 
   If you have questions, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.  Thank 
you. 

 
 
 

Members in the News 
 Jim Christensen was pictured in an article about the Urban Tree Alliances’s Campus Canopy Project 

in which he has served as lead volunteer liaison for our club’s volunteers in planting trees on several 
Madison school campuses.  Urban Tree Alliance News 1/13 

 Dawn Crim was quoted in an article titled, “DSPS Secretary Crim Records Successes and 
Accomplishments in 2019.”  TCCH 12/30 

 Mark Fraire, Kathryn Smith and Jonathan Solari were pictured and quoted in an Isthmus cover story 
titled, “2020 Vision: Madison’s Arts leaders share dreams for a Vibrant City.”  1/2 

 Mike May has announced his retirement in June 2020.  Madison.com 1/8 

 Bob Sorge  was quoted in an article titled, “Madison Community Foundation gives $605K in grants to 
22 local nonprofits.”  WSJ 1/14 
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               Look Who’s Celebrating a Birthday! 
 Jan. 20 -- Jorge Hidalgo -- Adm. Date:  12/3/2014   Retail-Services & Products.  Wilde East Towne 

Honda  Director 2017-19    PHF (4) 

 Jan. 21 -- Jeff Simmons -- Adm. Date:  9/7/2016   Law.  Foley & Lardner LLP       

 Jan. 22 -- Al Bryan -- Adm. Date:  7/10/1985   Physician.  American Medical Center-Moscow   PHF 

 Jan. 23 -- Tara Grays -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Financial Institutions.  State Bank of Cross Plains       

 Jan. 24 -- Mary Helen Becker -- Adm. Date:  3/21/1990   etail-Services & Products-Retired.        PHF (4) 

 Jan. 24 -- Tom Walker -- Adm. Date:  8/22/1990   Communications.  Mid-West Management, Inc.  Sgt.-at-
Arms 2005-06.    PHF (4) 

 Jan. 25 -- Angela Bartell -- Adm. Date:  7/8/1987   Judiciary-Retired.    Director 1990-92 and 2001-03,  
President 2003-04.    PHF (5) 

 Jan. 25 -- Kendall Kolb -- Adm. Date:  7/10/2019   Construction.  Kraus-Anderson Construction Co.       

 
Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artist 
Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL  1/10  
 

Guest List for January 15, 2020 
Amanda Stein of Karl Gutknecht; Dani Luckett of John Sims; Rebekah Pare of Ron Luskin; Michael Ford of Susan Schmitz; 
Judy Karofsky of Ann Cardinale; Carol Johnson of Mary Romolino; Jenny Ballweg of Valerie Renk; Brian Peetz of Kendall 
Kolb; Charlie Bunge of Dean Nelson; Chris Fearn & Jacob Klein of Lee Schwartz; Michael Carlson of Ellen Carlson; Nancy 
Barry, Paul Koehler, Mike Slavish, Bill Hinga, Jessica Dixon, Sarah Malone, Lee Ferferer & Joe Carpenter of Mary Wright  

 
Visiting Rotarian List for January 15, 2020 
 Jim Zirbel from Madison West 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

01/16/2019 476 364 408 (158) 112.09% 

01/15/2020 450 339 356 (145) 105.01% 

 
 

Reserve Wednesday on your calendar:   
    ■   11:45 am lunch and networking  
    ■   12:15 – 1:10 pm Rotary meeting 
    ■   5th Wednesday:  no noon meeting.  Instead, we meet informally from 4:30 – 6:00 pm at Park  

     Hotel 8th Floor.  Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar 
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