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Upcoming 
Programs at Park 

Hotel 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 January 22 
Matt Hamilton & 
Rich Lepping 
Conversation with 
Olympic Gold 
Medal Curler 

 January 29 
(4:30pm-6:00pm 
at Top of the 
Park – NO NOON 
MEETING) 
District 
Governor Edwin 
Bos: Annual 
District 
Governor’s 
Address 

 February 5 
Kelly Sheffield: 
UW-Madison 
Women’s 
Volleyball  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for January 10, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

January 15 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel:  Kurt 
Paulsen presents Current State of Affordable 
Housing in the Madison Region 
   Join us next week, January 15, at the Park Hotel, when guest speaker 
Kurt Paulsen will talk about the state of affordable and workforce housing 
in the Madison region with some reference to trends and issues in the 
state of Wisconsin based on his two recently released reports on the Dane 
County Housing Needs Assessment and the Wisconsin workforce housing 
shortage. He will identify the causes of our workforce housing shortage, 
the impacts of the shortage and some possible strategies and policies to 
address the challenge.  He will also focus on connecting workforce 

housing to economic development issues in the region. 
   Kurt is an associate professor of urban planning in the Dept. of Planning and Landscape 
Architecture at UW-Madison. His teaching and research focuses on housing, affordable housing 
finance and policy, land use and municipal finance.  
   He has chaired the City of Middleton Workforce Housing Committee and has consulted for 
WHEDA (Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority).  His published research has 
appeared in academic journals, and he is most recently the author of “Falling Behind” on 
Wisconsin’s workforce housing shortage, published by the Wisconsin Realtors Association. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to 
contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-
9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

 
 

UW System President Ray Cross: The Importance of the UW System to the State of 
Wisconsin 
   UW System President Ray Cross gave an impassioned talk about the past and future of the UW System, and the role it 
has played in the development of the state and impact on the world.   
   With his impending retirement Cross spoke openly about the challenges the University System and state face together 
and the successful partnership the two have employed to create opportunities and real growth for both.  That partnership 
embodies the philosophy and values of the Wisconsin Idea in the truest sense.   
   He made the observation the people of Wisconsin often do not understand or appreciate the significant historical impact 
the University has on the economic and agricultural development of the state.  For context, Cross related how University 
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faculty and research was critical to navigating difficult times from the mid-1800’s to today.  Without knowing where we have 
been and how we got to the present there is little appreciation for the foundation we have today.   
   With the rapidly growing over-65 demographic and the nearly flat growth of the working-age population, one of the most 
pressing challenges is to have adequate human resources to meet future employment needs.  The quality of a University of 
Wisconsin education attracts students from across the country and the world.  A huge opportunity for attracting a qualified 
and talented workforce is to create opportunity that retains UW graduates that are already here for an education.  While 
there are programs to attract people from Illinois and veterans, little is being done to retain UW educated talent with the 
result that only about 15% of the out-of-state graduates remain in the state after graduation.  He encouraged the UW and 
businesses to work more proactively to welcome and attract students to remain in the state. 
   Another challenge the University is positioned to have significant impact on is improving access to clean, fresh water.  
This is important to quality of living issues as well as manufacturing, agriculture and recreation.  Almost every campus in the 
state has some program on water quality, management, or research.  From agricultural effluent to lead contamination to 
invasive aquatic species to pollution, the University has the locations, experts and laboratory resources to partner with local 
and state government and industry to solve problems that threaten future water resources.   
   His last challenge to consider was for us, as citizens of the state, to support deeper and stronger ties to the University.  At 
a time when the knowledge and expert resources of the University are needed most there is a skepticism, negativity and 
distrust toward academics, intellectuals and learning.  Problematically, the Internet allows access to great volumes of 
information but also has allowed citizens to cherry-pick what to believe.   
   With the outreach and engagement embodied in the Wisconsin Idea, the UW System remains positioned to help 
Wisconsin (and the world) navigate the challenges and create opportunities.  The UW and the people of Wisconsin need 
each other.  Continued support for the University will drive future capability to meet the challenges and create opportunity 
for citizens of Wisconsin and improve the human condition beyond state borders. 
   Our thanks to President Cross for his presentation this week and to Kevin Hoffman for this review article.  If you missed 
our meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 
 
Meet our New Members 

Michelle Orge has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is president and CEO of 
Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin.  She was born in Saginaw, Michigan, and moved to 
Madison from Boulder, Colorado, in 2019.  Michelle currently lives with her husband, Mike Grigg, on 
Dunning Street in Madison.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in social science from the University of 
Michigan.  Michelle is treasurer of the Feeding Wisconsin Board of Directors and is a member of the 
Feeding Colorado Board of Directors.  She also serves on the Dane County FEMA Local Board and the 

Boulder County Community Action Development Board.  She enjoys being in the woods with her dog, quilting and rock 
tumbling.  Michelle’s sponsor is Nasra Wehelie. 
 

Maggie Porter Kratz has been loaned the classification of Foundations and is senior director of philanthropy 
for Madison College Foundation.  She was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and moved to Madison from Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, in 2015.  Maggie currently lives with her husband, Jeremy, on Blount Street in Madison.  They have 
two young children.  Maggie holds a bachelor’s degree in professional writing from Grand Valley State 
University in Michigan and a master of public administration from the University of Michigan.  She enjoys 
hiking and travel.  Melanie Ramey is her sponsor. 

 

Fund Drive Update 
   Fund Drive Chair Herman Baumann is emphasizing the Fellowship of Giving which makes our 

community a better place for this year’s campaign to raise money for our Madison Rotary Foundation.  Together, we are 
helping countless children and families with projects and programs that provide food, shelter, clothing, health care and other 
services to those in need.  We have a goal of $150,000.  We have raised $143,622 to date.  Make your contribution to the 
Madison Rotary Foundation today – mail your gift or visit our website to make a donation online.  Thank you!   
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Sharks and Sea Creatures Presentation  
One City Schools Jan. 16 -- 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
   Rotary Club of Madison members Brad Hutter and Rob Stroud will be 
presenting a talk about sharks and other sea creatures on Thursday, January 16, 
from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at One City Schools.  The presentation will take place in the 
school’s Madison Rotary Foundation Community Room, the room funded by our 
Madison Rotary Foundation earlier this year and is a way for Rotarians to 
continue to connect with families and children attending One City Schools. 

  Brad and Rob’s presentation will run from 5:30 – 6:00 pm with Q&A and informal conversation from 6:00 – 6:30 pm.  
Refreshments and snacks will be served. 
   Rotarians who can attend and help host this event are welcome.  Please contact the Rotary office (608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) or click on the following link to sign-up online to attend the January 16 event:  
https://forms.gle/CNqX9jJVSELyPXXQ7.  
 

January Rotary District Newsletter   
The January edition of the Rotary District 6250 Newsletter, the Rotary District 6250 eBulletin, is now 
available.  To read about happenings within our Rotary District, click on the following link:  

https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/2f1bb9b3-b2c4-4f24-9d4e-3e6a0334a6e6/af6f8a21-1666-4fe3-a685-
a0e695060c81?mid=tIaqcCHM4ZDRZ2jd8Y9QzoqGw1wXG02gKvdhK00NWus=&type=m 

 
 

2019 Kay Family Scholarship Fund Grant   
Announced by Laura Peck, Scholarship Committee Chair – Jan. 8, 2020 
Luncheon 
   During our January 8 Rotary luncheon, Scholarship Committee Chair Laura Peck 
recognized two generous donors to our scholarship program:  Lori and Arlan Kay 
who established a fund within our Madison Rotary Foundation to assist our Rotary 
scholars in their final year of college. Sometimes a scholar graduate needs 
additional credits beyond four years or an opportunity arises...such as a certificate 
program...where our Rotary Scholar, by participating in it, will be better prepared for 
pursuing a higher degree and graduate school. 
   The Kay Family Scholarship Fund was established within the Madison Rotary 
Foundation in 2015.  The fund provides one-time grants to Rotary scholars who 
need funding beyond the eight semesters of scholarship payments they are 
receiving through our Madison Rotary Foundation Scholarship program.   The 2019 
Kay Grant recipient was Andrew Jiang who is a 5th year student at the College of 
Architecture at Illinois Tech, pursuing a 5-year professional Bachelors of Architecture 

Degree.  He has been on the Dean’s list for all semesters.  He has been recognized many times for his leadership initiatives 
as President of the AIAS Student Organization at IIT.  Andrew is using the Kay Grant to help fund his 5 th year of college.  
Upon graduation in May, Andrew plans to attend graduate school and is looking at Harvard Graduate School of Design, 
Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen and ETH Zurich in Switzerland.   
  Our congratulations to Andrew on receiving this grant, and we thank Lori and Arlan Kay for making the grant possible for 
Andrew.  

 
 
 

Kay Grant Recipient Andrew Jiang 
pictured here with Rotary mentor Mike 
McKay 
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Welcome Rotary Scholars on January 8 for Mentor/Scholar Mixer 
   Each year, we have over 100 students 
receiving scholarship assistance from our 
Madison Rotary Foundation.  Over 
$320,000 is distributed annually to Rotary 
Scholars through 15 named funds. 
   During our January 8th Rotary luncheon 
while scholars are on winter break, we 

invited them to attend our Rotary luncheon along with their Rotary mentors. 
   Our best wishes to Rotary scholars as they begin their Spring semester in a few weeks, and we thank all of our Rotary 
members who are serving as mentors, helping to provide guidance to scholars, during their college years. 
 

Action By Directors 
   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

NAME ORGANIZATION CLASSIFICATION SPONSOR 

Akhtar, Masood United Against Hate Community Services Majid Sarmadi 

Cronmiller, Debra Wisconsin League of Women Voters Community Services Melanie Ramey 

Fanning, Robert Farwell Project Advisors Business Services & Supplies Majid Sarmadi 

Leinen, John Destination Madison Business & Convention Development Deb Archer 

Spaeni, Sally Jo Madison Senior Center Government-Local Ron Luskin 

Strobel, Victoria Formerly Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance-Retired Reed Hall 

Zwierzynski, Lisa 
The Waterford at Fitchburg Assisted Living 
Community Health Services Mary Helen Becker 

 

Volunteers Needed for Annual Rotary Ethics Symposium Friday, Feb. 14 at Monona Terrace 
  The Rotary Ethics Symposium Committee invites Rotarians to assist with our 20th annual Ethics Symposium set for Friday, 
February 14th, at Monona Terrace.  We expect about 235 high school juniors to participate from Dane County high schools. 
   The intent of the program is to engage the students in thinking about (and discussing) every day ethical dilemmas and 
leaving them with a framework for ethical decision making. This is truly a wonderful experience for the students as indicated 
in the comments made by participants of past Ethics Symposiums:  “It made me think about life and how it was meant to be 
lived”; “A great way to observe ideas from a new point of view;” “I thought that the whole thing was an amazing experience, 
and hearing from my peers on issues like those we covered is valuable to me;” “It wasn’t just people telling us what they 
think ethics are, but asking us what we thought they were.” 
We need volunteers for the following: 

1) Registration 7:30–8:30am: Assist with set-up of registration, distribution of name badges and packets to students. 
2) Sgt.-at-Arms:  Choose either 9:00 –10:45 am or 10:45 am–12:45 pm to assist in  guiding participants to room 

locations; ringing bell in hallway towards end of break time to remind students it is time to move into next session; 
reminding room hosts when 5 minutes is remaining in session, and helping as needed with meeting details in 
breakout rooms.  If you plan to attend the lunch also, sign up separately. 
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3) Lunch Host 12:15–1:30 pm: Lunch hosts should arrive at 12:15pm at Monona Terrace for the lunch that runs from 
12:30 – 1:30 pm.  Enclose $22 (check payable to Rotary Club of Madison) for your meal cost.  Lunch will be an 
assortment of turkey, ham or vegetarian sandwiches.   

4) Wrap-up Details 1:30–1:50 pm:  As symposium session ends, assist with wrap-up details of event 
   Contact the Rotary office to sign-up or click here to use our online sign-up form:  https://forms.gle/Afk5j9TrAbQprvUr6 

 

Members in the News 
 Sean Baxter, Cheryl DeMars, Kristin Schmidt and Nick Topitzes were pictured and quoted in an 

InBusiness Magazine featured article titled, “2020: Still Busy After All These Years: about Madison 
businesses celebrating significant anniversaries.  Jan 20 

 Debbie Biddle was interviewed for an article titled, “Using Her Voice.”  Madison Magazine Jan 20 

 Neil Fauerbach was pictured and quoted in InBusiness Magazine’s Street Smarts column: “If you 
could hang out with any cartoon character, which would you choose and why?”  Jan 20 

 Casey Liakos was quoted in an InBusiness.com article titled, “Madison execs wish big for 2020.”  Jan 
20 

 Oscar Mireles, Jonathan Solari and Genia Stevens were among those pictured and quoted in a 
cover story article titled, “2020 Bright Ideas: These Madisonians have high-wattage thoughts about the 
new decade.”  The Cap Times 1/8 

 Valerie Renk was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “20 to Watch in 2020.”  Sun Prairie Star 1/5 
 

                    Look Who’s Celebrating a Birthday! 
 Jan. 12 -- Suresh Chandra -- Adm. Date:  8/28/1985   Physician-Retired.   PHF (2) 

 Jan. 12 -- Denis Collins -- Adm. Date:  6/14/2017   Honorary.  Edgewood College       

 Jan. 12 -- Carol Koby -- Adm. Date:  4/7/1993   Communications.  Koby Communication Services 
LLC  Director 1995-97 & 2012-14    PHF (5) 

 Jan. 13 -- Mary Wright -- Adm. Date:  3/2/2011   Housing.  Wisconsin Housing Preservation Corp.       

 Jan. 14 -- Alan Steinhauer -- Adm. Date:  11/7/2018   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  The 
Elm Company       

 Jan. 15 -- Larry Smith -- Adm. Date:  10/29/1986   Consulting.  UC Management Services  Director 
1993-96; President 1996-97; 100% Attendance since 10/29/1986    PHF (10) 

 Jan. 16 -- Gail Selk -- Adm. Date:  10/1/1997   Real Estate.  The Selk Company, LLC      PHF 

 Jan. 16 -- Alex Vitanye -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2017   Business Services & Supplies.  Badger Sports 
Properties       

 

Weekly Statistics 
 

MakeUp Artist 
Don Helfrecht at West 12/13 
 

Guest List for January 8, 2020 
Jeff Buhrandt, Mark Pisch & Heather La Roi of Program Committee; Michael Mucha of Jenny Sereno; Ben Pechan of Tim Stadelman; Debra 
Cronmiller of Melanie Ramey; Bernie Cohen of Darrell Behnke; Andrew Darkow of Wayne Glowac; Pat Anderson of Nino Amato; Lisa Dinndorf of 
Neil Dinndorf; Gene Purcell of Mike Crane  
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

01/09/2020 476 364 364 (136) 100.00% 

01/08/2020 450 339 328 (98) 96.76% 
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