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The Madison, WI Rotary News for February 28, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

March 4 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel:  Eve 
Galanter to Talk About The Civics Games: An 
Important Competition 
   The Wisconsin Civics Games, a statewide competition for high school 
students, were launched by the Wisconsin Newspaper Association in 
2019 in response to declining civics education and participation in civic 
affairs.  A national survey conducted by the Annenberg Public Policy 
Center in 2018 found that only two in five American adults can correctly 
name the three branches of government. It showed that people who 

took high school civics — as well as those who were greater consumers of news — were more 
likely to know the answers to key civics questions, including naming the branches of 
government. 
   Join us next Wednesday, March 4, when guest speaker, Eve Galanter, will talk about how  
the Wisconsin Civics Games will promote civic and civil engagement and encourage the next 
generation to become active in local and state government. 
   Eve Galanter currently serves on the board of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association, the 
sponsor of the Wisconsin Civics Games of which she is the founder, as well as the boards of the 
Capital Times Kids Fund, Madison Public Library and the Monroe Street Arts Center.  Eve also 
hosts “Districts Reports” on the Madison City Channel.   She was honored with the YWCA 
Women of Distinction Award, Community Shares of Wisconsin Backyard Hero Award and the 
Omega School Leadership Award.  She is a graduate of the University of Chicago.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to 
contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-
9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

HAMILTON: An American Musical 
   “Hamilton: The Musical is the biggest tour of a Broadway show to hit the road in years, maybe 
decades,” Sarah Marty, Producing Artistic Director of Four Seasons Theatre in Madison, told 
Rotarians on Wednesday, February 26.  “Hamilton represents an entire industry, with ripple 
effects that go far beyond the lights of Broadway,” she said, adding that it had surpassed the 
reach of any other Broadway musical, including the phenomenal popularity of Oklahoma 
following its 1943 debut.    
   Locally, Madison’s Overture Center sold over 53,000 tickets to Hamilton, and Marty cited an 

estimated additional economic impact of $37.36 per person beyond the ticket price.  Both nationally and locally, Hamilton  

Upcoming 
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(unless otherwise noted) 

 March 11 
WI Supreme 
Court 
Candidate Jill 
Karofsky 
(Justice Daniel Kelly 
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unavailable; a Rep. 
from his campaign 
office has been invited 
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his campaign materials.  
See separate article on 
page 2.) 
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Stouder 
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Destination 
District from 
Vision to Reality 

 March 25 
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Aylward 
Troy Mission 
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was hugely popular, inspiring people to stand in line for hours for tickets.  There are currently six productions of Hamilton 
touring all around the country, bringing in millions of dollars every week.   
   Beyond the economic impact of its huge success, though, Marty points to Hamilton’s other ripple effects, including 
increases in actors, producers and audiences of color.  Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton was inspired by Ron Chernow’s 
biography of Hamilton.  When Miranda picked up the hefty Chernow book in an airport and then read it, he immediately 
thought, “This is a hip-hop story,” calling an early version of the piece The Hamilton Mix Tape.  The elaborate musical 
production that eventually resulted is so complex that fans have put together a website at Genius.com to provide footnotes 
and links to all the many facts alluded to in the musical.   
   Marty cited the end of Hamilton as pointing to the importance of the work:  It causes us to think about “who lives, who 
dies, and who tells your story.”    
   Our thanks to Sarah Marty for speaking to us and to Jocelyn Riley for preparing this review article.  If you missed our 
meeting this week, you can watch the video on our club’s YouTube Channel here. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Political Candidate Appearance 
   Last fall, our board approved a policy that when scheduling political candidates for a particular office during election 
season, the Program Committee will invite all major candidates to address club members.  In any instance where one 
candidate agrees to speak but the other declines, the committee will move forward in scheduling the candidate who agreed 
to speak and advise members that the other candidate was invited but declined the invitation.  The candidate who declines 
to speak will still be offered the option to provide informational brochures at the back table of the meeting room and will be 
allowed to have a representative from the candidate’s campaign office to be present to distribute the materials.   We are 
following that policy as we schedule upcoming programs as follows: 
   Per this policy, our Program Committee invited both Supreme Court Candidates to appear, and we provided two dates in 
March. While our preference is to have both candidates appearing, Judge Jill Karofsky accepted the invitation, but Justice 
Daniel Kelly’s campaign office indicated he was not available on either date.  Per our board policy, we have offered Justice 
Kelly’s campaign office to have his campaign materials at our meeting on March 11 when Karofsky appears.  WisconsinEye 
will videorecord that meeting, and Steve Walters from WisconsinEye will moderate that program.  Any member wishing to 
submit a question for candidate Karfosky should send their questions via email to our Rotary office by March 9th.   
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Madison Service Awards Presented to Brian Basken and Charles Tubbs 
   Each year our club recognizes six members for their outstanding efforts on behalf of our Rotary Club.  The recognition is 
in one Rotary’s Five Avenues of Service which are club, community, international, vocational and youth.  Club President 
Andrea Kaminski introduced two recipients on February 26th: 
 

  Brian Basken received our Rotary Club of Madison Club Service Award.  Brian is a 
mechanical engineer and is president of Pearson Engineering.  He joined our Rotary Club in 
2011 and has served on our club’s Button Box, Club Meeting Assistance Committees and has 
chaired our Information Technology & Office Support Committee.  One of Brian’s largest 
volunteer efforts that benefits all of us is done behind the scenes.  Since 2015, Brian takes the 
video chip from our weekly meeting, edits it as needed which includes adding any speaker 
PowerPoint slides, and then posts our weekly speaker videos to our YouTube Channel so we 
can watch these past speakers online. This takes at least a few hours a week, and he does it 
nearly every week of the year for us.   
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   Charles Tubbs received our Rotary Club of Madison Vocational Service Award.  Charles 
joined our club in 2013 and is Director of the Dane County Emergency Management.  Within 
Rotary, he has served on our Music, Rotary Youth Exchange and Racial Equity & Inclusion 
Committees, and he has chaired our club’s Youth Protection Committee.  Charles served on our 
club board of directors from 2016-2018 and is currently serving a four-year term as a trustee of 
our Madison Rotary Foundation. 
   Brian and Charles were presented with a special certificate and a pin, and our Club has also 
made a $200 gift in each of their names to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.   
   Our sincere thanks to Brian Basken and to Charles Tubbs for their continuing dedicated 
service to Rotary! 
 

Top Ten Spellers to be Recognized March 4 
   It is our club’s long standing tradition to recognize the Top Ten Spellers in the All-City Spelling Bee, and 
they will be attending along with their parents/guardians next Wednesday, March 4th, and will be 
introduced during our meeting.  The spellers will receive a certificate and small gift and the top three will 
each receive a plaque. 
   Please help us welcome these special guests next week. 

 
 

Rotary Friendship Exchange to Chile February 2020 
Submitted by Dick Fayram and Mark Moody 
 

 
 
   Eleven people have returned from a two-week Rotary Friendship Exchange with Rotary District 4340 in Central Chile. The 
group included Madison Rotarians Ted (& Joan) Ballweg, Dick (& Liz) Fayram, and Mark (& Candace) Moody, David & 
Inger Clemens from the Wisconsin Dells, former District 6250 Governor Chuck Hansen from La Crosse Downtown, Mark 
Etrheim from La Crosse Valley View, and Darla Leick from Marshfield Sunrise. 
   The group visited seven clubs in Santiago, Rancagua, and Santa Cruz. We learned about the wonderful service projects 
sponsored and supported by each of the clubs. The clubs are small, ranging from 10 to 30 members.  We were all inspired 
by the efforts of each club in their respective communities. 
   Santiago is a beautiful city of 8 million people with excellent road and other transit options.  The subway system and Uber 
sufficed for most of our transit needs. The news about the riots in Santiago were a concern to all of us before we left.  
Students concerned about national academic testing and low-income people concerned about increases in transit costs 
were at the root of those issues.  It appeared to be about people talking past other groups of people and not really solving 
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issues that need to be addressed.  Chile has reduced levels of poverty in an impressive way.  That does not resolve the fact 
that poor people are being driven further and further from their jobs by rapidly increasing housing costs. 

 

                    
 

   Dick and Liz Fayram stayed with a family in Nueva, one of the communities that make up the larger city of Santiago.  It 
was a target of these demonstrations.  There were buildings that had been damaged and fires in the streets while we were 
there.  No one ever felt threatened in any real way.  This is part of the reality of Friendship Exchanges. 
   We visited a number of historic sites, markets and museums.  Rancuaga is a smaller historic city where the revolution for 
independence from Spain was fought.  We also visited wineries in Santa Cruz.  We enjoyed typical local cuisine and 
wonderful Chilean wines. Dinners were served with beef, pork, chicken and sausages piled high on platters.  We all thought 
it would be impossible to eat all of it in the beginning.  At the end of the meal, it was always gone.  Some of the group went 
white water rafting on the Maipo River and some went to the end of the road in the Andes Mountains. 
   Our Chilean hosts made us feel very welcome at all times. They refused to 
let us pay for any of our meals, transportation, or entrance fees.  All of the 
clubs hosted a wonderful dinner meeting.  But the Santa Cruz Rotary Club had 
a group of twelve folk musicians perform tradition music and dancing.  This 
was a highlight of the trip. 
   Rotarians who have not been on a Rotary Friendship Exchange are missing 
one of the great experiences that Rotary has to offer.   We were warned about 
Rotary Friendship Exchanges being physically challenging.  Some of our days 
had 18,000 steps in 90-degree weather.  These are not easy for anyone.  We 
encourage our fellow Rotarians to participate in this outstanding Rotary 
tradition whether in helping to host inbound Rotarians or traveling with an 
Outbound Friendship Exchange. 
   We expect 10 to 12 of our new Rotary friends from Chile to visit Wisconsin in late May and early June. We hope our club 
members will join us in welcoming them to Madison.  This will be a series of fun social events as they visit the participating 
clubs.   Join us for the fun!  If you are interested in helping to host the group, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
email rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
   For more photos, visit our club’s Facebook page and Blog posting. 

 
                   
       OUR SYMPATHIES… 
 Loretta Himmelsbach’s mother, Rosemary Himmelsbach, passed away on February 19.  We extend 

our sympathies to Loretta and to her family. 
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                         Happy Birthday to You! 
 Mar. 1 -- Eli Van Camp -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2017   Law.  DeWitt LLP       

 Mar. 1 -- Larry Zanoni -- Adm. Date:  11/6/1991  Insurance-Retired.    Director 2010-12   PHF 

 Mar. 5 -- Paul Karch -- Adm. Date:  7/14/2010   Law.  Independent Pharmacy Cooperative    PHF 

 Mar. 5 -- Carole Schaeffer -- Adm. Date:  7/2/2008   Construction.  Miron Construction Co., Inc.       

 Mar. 6 -- Jocelyn Riley -- Adm. Date:  11/3/1993   Writer.  Her Own Words    PHF (2) 

 
Weekly Statistics 
 

MakeUp Artists 
Franzen, Mike at West 2/21; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 2/12; Wittke, Cheryl at After Hours 2/16 
 

Guest List for February 26, 2020 
Ginger Contreras of Deb Gilpin; Winnie Karanja of Andrea Kaminski; Marcy Tessmann of Bob Winding and Valerie Renk; 
Rob Roquitte of Scott Forester; Amy Griffin of Valerie Kazamias; Michael Mucha of Jenny Sereno; Tara Darga of Matt 
Darga; Laurie Liebhart of Paul Olsen; Kerri Parker of Charles Berthoud; Rose Arntsen of Allen Arntsen; Joan Leffler of Rich 
Leffler; Pat Anderson of Nino Amato; Laura Doolin of Alex Vitanye; Briony Foy of Mike May 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

02/27/2019 475 353 320 (120) 90.65% 

02/26/2020 450 335 290 (104) 86.57% 

 
 
 
                                                               Reserve Wednesdays for Rotary: 

                                                          11:45 am lunch and networking 
                                                          12:15 – 1:10 pm Rotary meeting 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org

