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Upcoming 
Programs at Park 

Hotel 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 February 26 
Sarah Marty 
HAMILTON: How 
a Musical about 
History is Making 
Music History 

 March 4 
Eve Galanter 
The Civics Game:  
An Important 
Competition 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for February 14, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

February 19 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel    
Guest Speaker Becky Schigiel:  2020 Census:  
Ensuring a Complete Count in Dane County 
   The Decennial Census is important to Madison’s representation, funding 
and decision-making. It will record changes in population and economic 
activity in the Madison area so that we can receive the funding from federal 
programs due us and make effective decisions about businesses, first 

responders, roads, schools and more.  The Census will also help the community understand 
Madison's impact on the economy.    
   Join us next week, February 19, at the Park Hotel, when guest speaker, Becky Schigiel, will 
talk about how community members can contribute to a full local count in Dane County including 
methods of participation.      
   Becky Schigiel is a senior partnership specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau.  For the past 
year, she has been traveling throughout southern Wisconsin, meeting with local municipalities 
and engaging communities in preparation for the 2020 Census.  Currently, Becky serves as a 

resource for the municipalities in Dane County and helps lead a team of 20 around the state.  Becky has a Master's Degree 
in Child Development and Family Relationships from the University of Texas.    
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

Creating Life From Loss 
   At this week’s Rotary meeting, we heard from Dr. Joshua Mezrich and how he creates life from loss, transplanting organs 
from one body to another. He spoke about his desire to write a book, a little about the process to write a non-fiction book 
and some tips his famous author brother gave him. His book was released last year, When Death Becomes Life: Notes 
From a Transplant Surgeon, and in it he illuminates this extraordinary field of transplantation that enables this kind of 
miracle to happen every day. 
   Dr. Mezrich comes from a family of readers and really enjoyed the process of writing his book. His brother, Ben, helped 
him be a writer by helping him obtain an agent; reminding him it takes a team; and for non-fiction books, about the need to 
write a proposal first and sell it to an editor. (Fictional books get written by the author and then they try to sell it.) 
   Ben also gave Dr. Mezrich three pieces of advice: 

1. Just write! 
2. When ending a writing session, don’t stop at the end of a chapter; instead stop in the middle of a story or sentence 

as when you return to the page, you can keep going and sustain momentum. 
3. Write a certain amount each day. 
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   Dr. Mezrich wrote for a year early in the morning, evenings and weekends -- 300K words worth!  He then spent another 
year editing it down with his editor. 
   Dr. Mezrich shared some excerpts from his book. As Dr. Mezrich shared stories about patients and donors, he sprinkled in 
humor. He spoke about how donors are heroes and join the recipient patient in their journey by bearing risk with them 
(though relatively low risk, there is risk). He spoke about how often donor family members and the donor recipient want to 
connect with each other and what a beautiful thing this is. Donors give the gift of life that gives on, and recipient patients 
also know that someone passed away in order for them to live. Being a part of these conversations is emotional, and Dr. 
Mezrich shared how he has to set his emotions aside when it comes time for surgery. He said each operation is like solving 
a puzzle – a task.    
   Our thanks to Dr. Joshua Mezrich for speaking to us and to Mary Borland for preparing this review article.  If you missed 
our meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 
  

 Rotary Friendship Exchange to Brazil 2020 
  If you have never been on a Rotary Friendship Exchange, now is 
your chance.  Our Rotary District 6250 has 7 openings for the 
Brazil Exchange set for October 3 – 14, 2020, in central Brazil in 
Belo Horizonte.  We fly into Rio de Janeiro on the 3rd and then a 
short flight to CNF where we get picked up by local Rotarians.  We 
typically spend 3 nights at 3 different clubs, stay in home-hosted 
accommodations and each Rotary club doing its best to show their 
home towns off.  It is always an adventure of the best kind.  Rotary 
makes friends fast!  
  The cost is your airfare (approx. $900-$1200) and maybe a 

few hundred dollars for any meals not provided, entry fees, and souvenirs.  It will be warm during our stay as they are in the 
southern hemisphere and it is spring there.   
   For more details and to sign-up, contact Rotarian Mark Etrheim, 608-769-7200 or mark@mchlax.com. 
  

Madison Rotary Foundation Trustee Nominees Announced 
  The Madison Rotary Foundation Trustee Nominating Committee announces the following nominees to four-year terms 
on the Madison Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees beginning July 1:   
 

                                                                      
                                              Mike Gotzler           Sandy Morales         Valerie Renk 
    The election of new trustees will take place at the annual meeting of the Madison Rotary Foundation at Noon, just before 
our regular Rotary luncheon, on Wednesday, March 11. 
   The three newly elected trustees will join the following continuing trustees in the 2020-2021 Rotary year:  Linda Baldwin, 
Brian Basken, Jason Beren, Dawn Crim, Doug Dittmann, Mark Greene, Jason Hunt, Jenni Jeffress, Charles Tubbs 
and Martha Vukelich-Austin.  Current club president Andrea Kaminski will automatically begin a two-year term on the 
board of trustees as of July 1 as well.  
   As prescribed by the foundation bylaws, "Any ten members of the Madison Rotary Club may submit in writing, signed by 
said ten members, any additional name or names to the foundation secretary (Patricia Jenkins, 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, 
Madison, WI 53703), for inclusion on the ballot."  All names, so submitted prior to March 1 shall be included on the ballot.  
After March 1, no additional nominations shall be made except by the nominating committee to fill any vacancy occurring 
among its nominees. 
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  Our thanks to this year's Nominating Committee:  Paul Hoffmann, 
Jason Hunt (chair) and Tom Mooney. 

   Our thanks to Mike Gotzler, chair of this year’s Ethics 
Symposium Planning Committee and to the 50+ members 
who will be volunteering at Monona Terrace for this year’s 
Rotary Ethics Symposium today!  Our thanks also to Monona 
Terrace for creating the logo to the left which they are 
displaying for us at the event today in celebration of our 20th 
anniversary event.   
   Our thanks to Neil Heinen and Channel 3000 for highlighting 

our Rotary Ethics Symposium.  To view the editorial, click here.   

                  
 
                  Members in the News 

 Joan Collins was pictured and quoted in InBusiness Magazine’s column, “Street Smarts: How do you 
celebrate a professional success?”  InBusiness Magazine Feb 20 

 Congratulations to Jason Hart who has recently been promoted to senior vice president-senior lender at 
Capitol Bank.  InBusiness Magazine Feb 20 

 Ted Ballweg & his wife, Joan, Jackson Fonder, Robyn & Stan Kitson were pictured and quoted in an 
InBusiness Magazine cover story titled, “Second Career Acts: Raising the Curtain on Act II.”   Feb 20 

 Congratulations to Eli Van Camp who has recently been promoted to partner at DeWitt LLP.  
InBusiness Magazine Feb 20 

 

                         Happy Birthday to You! 
 Feb. 16 -- Tom Loftus -- Adm. Date:  9/3/1997   Religion-Retired.   PHF 

 Feb. 17 -- Tony Arneson -- Adm. Date:  4/23/1986   Insurance.  Neckerman Insurance Services  
Director 1998-2000     

 Feb. 18 -- Dave Ewanowski -- Adm. Date:  6/27/1990   Architecture.  KEE Architecture, Inc.  
Director 2006-08; President 2009-10    PHF (8) 

 Feb. 18 -- Anne Neujahr Morrison -- Adm. Date:  2/7/2018   Real Estate.  Urban Land Interests       

 Feb. 20 -- Grace Chosy -- Adm. Date:  10/11/1995   Retail-Services & Products-Retired.    PHF (3) 

 Feb. 21 -- Kathryn Smith -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2013   Arts-Performing.  Madison Opera       

 Feb. 22 -- Don Helfrecht -- Adm. Date:  9/9/1970   100% Attendance since 12/26/1984  Formerly 
Rotarian at Madison West 1966 - 1970  PHF (3) 

 
Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Everson, Diane at Edgerton 2/4; Franzen, Mike at Invercargill, New Zealand 2/5; Selk, Gail at Invercargill, New Zealand 2/5; 
Smith, Larry at Horizons 2/4; Yuska, Ken at Wauwatosa 2/5 & 2/6; at West Allis 2/6; at Elm Brook 2/7; & at South 2/10  
 

Guest List for February 12, 2020 
John Locke of Member Development Committee; Michael Mathweg of Beth Prochaska; Darrin Harris of Wayne Glowac; 
Carol Ruhly of Jim Ruhly; Scott Anderson of John Braden; Sam Schneider of Melinda Heinritz; Mary Leary-Billing of Dave 
Billing; Elizabeth Erickson of Allen Arntsen; Michael Mucha of Pat Jenkins; Kayla Gray of Anthony Gray; Ryan Schultz of 
Bob Sorge 
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Visiting Rotarian List for February 12, 2020 
Linda Cadotte, Ben Damberg & Marquise Slay from Superior 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

02/13/2019 474 349 347 (146) 99.43% 

02/12/2020 451   338 354 (163) 104.73% 

 

Reserve Wednesday on your calendar: 

 11:45 am lunch and networking 

 12:15 – 1:10 pm Rotary meeting 
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