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The Madison, WI Rotary News for December 11, 2020 
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Dec. 16:   Festival of Youth Arts 
   The Arts are “an expression which combines words, voice, 
movement and visual elements to express meaning.”  Next 
Wednesday’s program is titled, “Festival of Youth Arts,” 
where several of Madison's youth arts organizations will 
share short highlights from past performances highlighting 

our community's talented and inspiring young artists! You'll also hear from a few kids on what the 
arts means to them. Join us for performances by Black Star Drum Line, Children’s Theater of 
Madison, Madison Youth Choirs and Wisconsin Symphony Youth Orchestras. Club members will 
be entertained with music, short theatrical performances, and many bright smiles. 
   Our thanks to Program Committee member Amanda White for arranging this special program 
as well as to Program Committee Chair Neil Fauerbach who provided video technical 
assistance. 
     

 
 

 
 

 

Reflections on Wisconsin’s Economy 
   UW Economics Professor Noah Williams is the founding Director of the Center for Research on the Wisconsin Economy 
(CROWE) and gave a report on the economic situation since the start of the pandemic lockdown in March 2020 through 
November 2020.  He also gave some insight on economic trends and expectations for 2021. 
   He examined the impact by looking at labor market statistics from official government sources (State of Wisconsin, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics), as well as private data collectors that utilize cell phone data and offer employment and business 
services that can produce data on a more contemporaneous basis.   
   Professor Williams started by saying the economy is secondary to the course of virus spread and infection.  As the virus 
spread in March, April and May unemployment claims increased dramatically to a peak of over 300,000 compared to 
approximately 80,000 in 2019.  New claims are at the rate of 15,000 per week compared to 5,000 last year.  Continued 
unemployment has declined since the peak but there are still over three times the number of unemployed than there were in 
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2019.  However, this only measures persons eligible for unemployment insurance.  It is estimated that the actual number of 
unemployed individuals is double when you include ineligible and those who have stopped looking for work.  In terms of raw 
numbers that translates to around 205,000 fewer employed than the same time last year. 
   The impact of job losses has been varied across sectors of the economy.  The hardest hit has been Leisure and 
Hospitality with a 50% drop in employment at the peak in April.  While it has recovered somewhat to about a 20% loss year-
over-year it is still a dire situation as events, attractions and restaurants have been hampered or outlawed to curb the 
spread of the virus.  Manufacturing and Retail employment took a dip in April (15%), as well, but is now only down from 3.0-
4.5% as of October. 
   Changes in spending patterns and economic activity have been dramatic.  For example, Madison has not fared as well 
due to the absence of students on campus.  Foot traffic, measured by cell phone tracking, is down about 40% in Madison, 
compared to Milwaukee at 26% down and the rest of the state at 30% down.  Also, there has been a shift from local and 
small business to large business and online:  Retail purchases are down around 7% and online is up over 20%.   
   For 2021, the good news is that highly effective vaccines have been developed but we should expect continued economic 
headwinds (probably at least six months) as it will take many months to get enough people vaccinated.  And, while negative 
surprises were on the downside and recovery surprises were on the upside the rate of improvement has slowed as 
government support programs are coming to an end.  While the most dire of projections have not borne out, the economic 
consequences of the pandemic will continue to be a challenge. 
   Our thanks to Prof. Noah Williams for his presentation this week and to Kevin Hoffman for preparing this review article.  If 
you missed our meeting, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/WkOzn3reDmI.  
 

 
 

   Thomas J. Merfeld has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is interim CEO of 
Catholic Charities of Madison.    
   He was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and now makes his home on Edenberry Street in Fitchburg with 
his wife, Ann.  They have four grown children.   
   Tom holds a BBA degree in economics and an MA degree in theology from the University of Iowa.  He 
also attended Marquette University where he earned his PhD degree in theology.  Tom also holds an 
MBA degree in finance from Rockhurst University.    
   He is a certified financial analyst and a certified public accountant. 

   Tom served as a member of the National Cooperative Business Association "Equity Fund Development" task force and as 
a member of the American Academy of Actuaries task force on fair valuation of life insurance. 
   Tom is a board member of SSM Health. 
   He enjoys golf, hiking, biking and reading. 
   Tom’s sponsor is Ron Luskin. 
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   On December 9, our Rotary Board of Directors held an election of officers for the upcoming Rotary year.  Officers elected 
to one-year terms starting next July 1 are: 
 

                          
 
Shown from left: 

• Mark Moody, current Vice President, automatically becomes President July 1, 2021. 
• Teresa Holmes, Vice President (and becomes President for 2022-23) 
• Pat Jenkins – Secretary 
• Dan Larson – Treasurer 
• Nick Curran – Assistant Treasurer 
• Anita Mahamed – Sgt.-at-Arms 

  Our congratulations to these members, and we thank all members who allowed their names to be placed in nomination for 
officer positions for the 2021-2022 Rotary year. 
 
 

 
 
Community Grants Campaign:  Week 9 
   We are in week 9 of our annual Community Grants Campaign. The total raised to date is $114,657.96.  Please mail your 
contribution to the Rotary office to be added to our total for next week. 
    Options for making contributions to this year’s Community Grants Campaign: 

 Fill out the pledge form, and send it to the Rotary office at 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703. 
 Use our online contribution option to pay via PayPal or your debit or credit card: Click Online PayPal Option. 
 Simply call our office at 608-255-9164 to make a contribution using your credit card (Visa or Mastercard). 

   This week, Campaign Chair Ellsworth Brown reminded members about the importance of giving, especially during the 
pandemic when there are even greater needs to be met in our community.  Ellsworth will be contacting members who have 
not yet given in the upcoming week.  
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How to Get an Article Published in the Rotary Magazine 
    Club President Jorge Hidalgo is continuing with his monthly series of “Ask Jorge” during the 
second Wednesday Rotary meeting.  He has asked some club members to help with responses to 
questions he is asked by members. 
  This month, here is the question that has been asked of President Jorge:  Hey, Jorge, how can I 
get an article published in The Rotarian Magazine?  Well, I'm glad you asked that question as 
there is some good information on the topic.   
   Moses Altsech, who had an article published in the December 2020 issue of the Rotary Magazine, 
provided a response to this question.  To watch the video of Mose Altsech’s response, click on this 
link:  https://youtu.be/WkOzn3reDmI.   

  
 

 
 
OUR SYMPATHIES… 
Mike Crane’s father, Bob Crane, passed away on December 3.  We extend our condolences to Mike 
and to his family. 
   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 Dec. 14 -- Bob Fanning -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2020   Business Services & Supplies.  FarWell Project Advisors, LLC       
 Dec. 15 -- Leigh Richardson -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2006   Communications.  The Richardson Group, LLC  Club 

Director 2020-22    PHF 
 Dec. 17 -- Lynn Brady -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Community Services.  Journey Mental Health Center       
 Dec. 17 -- Casey Oelkers -- Adm. Date:  7/13/2016   Arts-Performing.  Madison Symphony Orchestra       
 Dec. 18 -- Jenni Jeffress -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2017   Foundations.  Madison Public Library Foundation    Formerly 

Rotarian at Madison Breakfast 2008-10   
 Dec. 18 -- Larry Larrabee -- Adm. Date:  7/9/2003   Health Services-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at Portage.  

PHF 
   


