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The Madison, WI Rotary News for August 7, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

 

August 12 Online Speaker:  Rebecca Blank 
Moving UW Forward in a Time of Crisis 

   What does it take to lead one of the nation’s top universities through a 
global pandemic and an economic crisis rivaling the Great Depression?  
Next Wednesday, August 12, Chancellor Rebecca Blank will share 
lessons learned and the challenges that lie ahead for UW-Madison. 
   Chancellor Rebecca Blank became chancellor of Wisconsin’s flagship 
university in July 2013, bringing with her a deep commitment to 
educational excellence and innovation.  

   Blank is an internationally respected economist who also has spent time in Washington, D.C., 
working in three different administrations.  
   Most recently, she served as deputy secretary and acting Secretary of Commerce under 
President Obama. She was a member of the Council of Economic Advisers under President Bill 
Clinton.  
   Blank brings strong academic credentials to her work as chancellor. From 1999 to 2008 she 
was dean and professor of public policy and economics in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy at the University of Michigan where she launched innovations including interdisciplinary 
graduate programs and an undergraduate public policy major. 
 

 

Can Wisconsin Transform the Lives of Black Women and 
Their Families? 
   Lisa Peyton-Caire is the Founding CEO and President of The Foundation for Black 
Women’s Wellness (FFBWW), a Wisconsin based organization committed to eliminating 
health disparities and other barriers impacting Black women, their families and 
communities.  
   When Lisa’s mother passed away from heart disease in 2006 at the age of 64, she 
reflected on the number of black women in her life who had died in middle age. She 
realized her mother’s death wasn’t an anomaly and began researching the broader 
influences on Black women’s health. Since forming FWBBW in 2012, the Foundation 
now serves over 5,000 women and girls each year through direct health education, 
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 August 19 
Steve Hannah 
Dairylandia:  
Dispatches from a 
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Jason Ilstrup 
Title Pending 

 September 2 
District Governor 
Bill Pritchard 
Annual District 
Governor Address 

 September 9 
Maj. Gen. Marcia 
Anderson 
How I Rose in the 
Ranks and 
Leadership in 
Times of Crisis  
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wellness programming, leadership development and advocacy while mobilizing women and community partners to be 
change agents in advancing health equity.  
   Wisconsin is number one in the nation for: racial inequities, economic inequities, health disparities, birth disparities, 
educational disparities, Black child poverty and over-incarceration. These disparities and inequities create a constant stress 
on daily life that negatively impacts overall health and wellness for Black women and their families. Lisa encourages us to 
read the “Saving Our Babies Report” (http://ffbww.org/savingourbabies/) to understand the significant health crisis Black 
women and children face in Dane County, and the initiatives to advance maternal, child and family wellbeing. 
   When asked what we can do to help transform the systems impacting Black women’s health to take Wisconsin from being 
the worst place to raise a Black child to one of the best, Lisa said, “Don’t assume you have the answers.”  She encourages 
us to, “Go directly to those who are impacted and ask, ‘What do you need to build the infrastructure to make these 
changes?’” Call FFBWW to start a conversation to learn more deeply about the issues. Become an advocate in your 
network and support initiatives that will transform Wisconsin into a leader in health equality.   
   Our thanks to Lisa Peyton-Caire for her presentation this week and to Emily Gruenewald for preparing this review article.  
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/PazT9BZNoKc. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Our thanks to Brian Basken and Jason Beren for 
continuing to host our livestreamed meetings at Pearson 
Engineering.  Here is a “behind the scenes” shot from our 
August 5th Rotary livestreamed meeting. 
 
 
    
 
 

 

 
 
   Jennifer E. Jones, has been nominated to become Rotary International’s president for 2022-23, and she will become the 
first woman to hold that position in the organization’s 115 year history.  Jones will officially become president-nominee on 1 
October if no other candidates challenge her. 
   Jennifer is President and CEO of Media Street Productions Inc., an award winning television production company in 
Windsor, Ontario. She has been a member of the Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland since 1997 and is a Past District 
Governor of District 6400. She served as the Vice President of Rotary International in 2016-2017.  
   For more information click on this link:  https://www.rotary.org/en/jennifer-e-jones-makes-history-becomes-first-woman-
named-rotary-president-nominee?fbclid=IwAR1dYJD0qEu-7Tgkn3-3gk5PbIdWl_Q3jFNYKYslfAvCS2meYLb1o3dZ-fY. 
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   Our Rotary Club established a Caring Committee in 2018, and the committee is currently co-chaired by Donna Beestman 
and Tom Popp.  The Caring Committee connects with members who are dealing with health or life changing events, 
reaching out with cards, calls, or emails.  
   Are you or a club member you know dealing with illness, injury, or a life event such as marriage, birth or death in the 
family? If so, please contact the Rotary office so that our committee can connect and offer encouragement on behalf of our 
extended Rotary family.  
 
 

 
 

  Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee, has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to 
watch this award-winning 9-minute video about his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
    Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx. 
   Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 2020. 
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Second Harvest Care Box Packaging 
   Our Rotary Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians and their family members to volunteer on Thursday, August 
13, 12:30 to 4:00pm, to help our neighbors in need.  
   Second Harvest Food Bank has created a “Care Box” packaging process of pre-packaged food at Alliant Energy Center, 
in response to COVID-19 emergency relief needs. Their process allows volunteers to follow safe social distancing while 
wearing masks. Join fellow Rotary and Rotaract members for this 3.5 hour shift. 10 spots available. RSVP by Aug 10th.  
 

 
 
   The following, proposed as a new member, was favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

NAME COMPANY TITLE CLASSIFICATION SPONSOR 

Hollar, Jesslyn Edology Consulting Owner Consulting Ron Luskin 

 
 

 
 

 Paul Fanlund was quoted in an article about Evjue Foundation's announcement of $350,000 awards to Black-led 
causes in Madison.  CapTimes 7/22 

 John Hayes was interviewed on Channel 15 NBC News about the reopening of Goodman's Jewelers this 
week.  8/2 

 Vicki Holschuh was quoted in an article about how Goodwill of South Central Wisconsin is adapting during the 
pandemic.  WSJ 8/2   

 Jason Ilstrup, in an article about State Street businesses seeking a return to normalcy,  says,"It's 152 businesses, 
and 152 different things happening." WSJ 8/2     

 Kathryn Smith was quoted in an article about this year's digital Opera In the Park held July 25.  CapTimes 7/22 
 

   
 

 Aug. 10 -- Christine Beatty -- Adm. Date:  8/23/1989   Consulting.  Beatty Endeavors  Director 2002-04.  President 
2004-05.    PHF (6) 

 Aug. 10 -- Carl Hampton -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  Dept. of 
Safety & Professional Services       
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 Aug. 11 -- Paul Hoffmann -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2012   Financial Institutions. Monona Bank  Director 2019-21 PHF (2) 

 Aug. 11 -- Bev Simone -- Adm. Date:  5/22/2019   Education-Retired.      Former Rotarian at La Crosse 1989; 
Madison 1989-2004 & 2013-2018; Burlington, IA 1987-89 & 2005-2012  PHF 

 Aug. 12 -- Marcia Whittington -- Adm. Date:  8/6/2008   Health Services.  Agrace HospiceCare       

 Aug. 13 -- Brian Basken -- Adm. Date:  1/5/2011   Engineering.  Pearson Engineering, LLC      PHF (4) 

 Aug. 13 -- Nan Hoffman -- Adm. Date:  1/6/2010   Health Services-Retired.         

 Aug. 14 -- Jim Cole -- Adm. Date:  8/25/1982   Law.  Cole Dispute Resolution       

 Aug. 14 -- Mpoli Simwanza-Johnson -- Adm. Date:  8/5/2015   Law.  State of Wis. Dept. of Justice       

 Aug. 15 -- Gary Wolter -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2000   Energy Services-Retired.         
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