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The Madison, WI Rotary News for August 28, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Sept. 2 Online Speaker:  Rotary District Governor Bill Pritchard 
Annual District Governor Address 

   At our next online Rotary meeting on September 2, club members 
will meet Rotary District 6250 Governor Bill Pritchard.   
   For Bill, his awareness of Rotary did not truly begin until after he had 
already been a Rotarian for several years.  A Rotary district governor-
elect asked for a cup of coffee at a meeting.  During the meeting, Bill 
was asked how many District Conferences he had been to?  Bill’s 
answer was none, which prompted this follow-up question:  Why would 
you join an organization that you obviously care enough about to 
attend meetings with your busy schedule, but not care enough to give 
even one days-worth of investigation into the ways they serve and give 
back to their local communities?  Bill did not have a good answer.  So, he attended his first District 
Conference in 2010.  And he became AWARE…  
   That awareness quickly grew to involvement.  Since 2010, Bill has held numerous club and district 
posts and responsibilities – starting with becoming a Youth Exchange Counselor in his club in 2010 
(still active) and the first Ethics Committee chair for District 6250 in 2011.  He has served as the 
District 6250 Membership Chair, the District 6250 Youth Exchange Inbound Coordinator, and was 
President of the Rotary Club of La Crosse in 2014-2015.  His worth at the district level expanded to 
the Zone and Multi-Zone levels – serving as Curriculum Director for the 19 districts of Central States 

Rotary Youth Exchange as well as the Assistant Rotary Zone Coordinator for Zone 28.  Bill was also awarded the Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Rotary Works Foundation (2015-2016). 
   When not involved in a Rotary project, Bill is the Branch and Portfolio Manager for Stifel Financial.  When he can, he enjoys 
finding moments to chase small white golf balls around a golf club near his home in Holmen, Wisconsin, when not on his boat 
on the Mississippi River.   
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Rotary 
Program (subject to change) 

 September 9 
Maj. Gen. Marcia 
Anderson 
How I Rose in the 
Ranks and 
Leadership in 
Times of Crisis 

 September 16 
Amy Gilman 
Museums in the 
21st Century 

 September 23 
Program Invitation 
Outstanding 

 September 30 
MMSD 
Superintendent 
Carlton Jenkins & 
MMSD Board 
President Gloria 
Reyes 
MMSD Referenda 
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Building a New Vision for Downtown Madison 
   The recent protests calling for social justice and racial equality 
have awakened many to the challenges people of color face daily 
that create barriers to business ownership and feeling safe and 
welcome downtown. 
   Downtown Madison, Inc. President Jason Ilstrup defined the 
“downtown” footprint adding that the Business Improvement 
Impact’s footprint is more centrally focused around the square. 
Eighty-five percent of downtown residents are 18-34.  Many are 
college students who may not return to living downtown at this 
time. Also, many employees are working from home. Events and 
tourism are also on hold. Thus, the footprint of people living, 
working and visiting downtown has shrunk.  Seventy percent of 
revenue for shopping/retail comes from events and tourism; our 
economy is challenged. 
   COVID-19 has shed light on the racial disparities that exist in our community – including business ownership, 
employment, transportation, health care, education and safety. Now is the time for us to address these issues and be 
change agents to create a downtown that is truly welcoming. Dense cities have creative centers, employment opportunities 
and create the environment for regular collaboration to meet diverse needs. We need to invest intentionally to create a 
thriving, diverse center. 
   DMI has assembled a Downtown Recovery group to develop short- and long-term actions to support economic recovery 
and a welcoming environment that breaks down racial disparities. Goals include mitigating business closures, supporting 
entrepreneurs of color, increasing safety, making use of public spaces and finding ways to support safe outdoor and indoor 
retail/dining options. It will take a collaborative effort from businesses, the city, individuals, non-profits and the entire 
community to build this new vision.  
   Please send Jason your ideas for downtown’s future, order take out from local restaurants and buy local to support local 
jobs. 
   Our thanks to club member Jason Ilstrup for his presentation this week and to Emily Gruenewald for preparing this review 

article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/Ow_Mys7ddgw.    
 
 

 
 

   Are you among members interested in getting together with other Rotary members in groups of fewer than 10?  If so, 
you’ll want to check out our club’s new Facebook Closed Group that is only for our club members.  In this new group, you 
can invite Rotarians to “Pop-up” social events or to volunteer together in the community.  With these gatherings, the current 
social distancing rules will be followed. 
   If you would like to join this new “Rotary Club of Madison: Connect. Grow. Serve” Facebook Closed Group, search for it 
on Facebook and send a request to join or contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org, 
and they can send you an invitation via Facebook to join this members-only group. 
 
 
 

Club President Jorge Hidalgo (left) pictured here with guest 
speaker and fellow Rotarian Jason Ilstrup (right) 
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Rotarian Interview Series 
   Our club’s value proposition is “Connect, Grow, Serve.”  To help reinforce this message and to help 
us connect, President Jorge Hidalgo has elected to reprise something we did several years ago to 
help make connections among members stronger.  During this Rotary year, Jorge has invited new 
members to be part of this process by asking them to interview longer tenured members to get to 
know them and then deliver a brief introduction of the member to the club at one of our Rotary 
meetings.  We will schedule one of these introductions per month.  We hope this is a way for all of our 
members to have an opportunity to get to know each other better. 
   This month, Rob Van den Berg (right) interviewed long time Rotarian Lew Harned (below).  Rob 
came to Madison in 2014 from Chicago and joined our Rotary Club in 2016.  He holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Mechanical Engineering degree from the University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada and is former senior director of business 
development and engineering at Kraft Foods.  He enjoys golf and other outdoor activities as well as travel.  Here is a 
summary of Rob’s interview with Lew Harned:  Last week I had the pleasure and the privilege of talking with Lew Harned, a 
Madison Rotarian since 1985.   

   I quickly found out that reading the Rotary bio on Lew was merely scratching the surface.  
For me, Lew’s name recognition was the “Lew Harned Society” Scotch Tasting Fellowship.  
Lew said that this name was coined about 4 years ago by fellow Rotarian, Moses Altsech, 
to get the Fellowship started with the first meeting at Lew’s home.  These Scotch Tastings, 
along with his work on the Kitchen Committee supporting many Fellowship and Board of 
Director meetings, hold many fond memories for Lew.    
   Lew got an early start with Rotary as his dad was a Madison Rotarian and he came to 
luncheons as a college student.  When Lew began practicing Orthopedic Surgery in 1958 
in Waterloo Iowa, he joined the Rotary and was a member and served as Club President 
there until retiring and coming to Madison in 1985.  So, Lew has been an active Rotarian 
for over 60 years!     Upon retiring and returning home to Madison, Lew “unretired” himself 
when asked to help start up the Dean Sports Medicine Clinic where he worked until 1992.   
   Aside from being an orthopedic surgeon, or “carpenter” as Lew calls himself, he served 
in the Army and later the National Guard.  Less than perfect eyesight prevented Lew from 
joining the Army in the Second World War.  Undeterred, he volunteered with the AFS, the 
American Field Service, driving ambulances to support the British Army in Italy in three 

major battles there.  After becoming an MD, he served in the Army for 12 years including 
the Korean War.  After Army service, Lew joined the National Guard serving until 1992.  One of his proudest professional 
achievements was setting up the 13th Evac Army Hospital in Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Storm in 1990.  Under 
his command, it grew from 400 to 700 staff doing surgery and full treatment of wounded personnel and it became one of the 
most desired postings in the region.   
   When I asked about his proudest personal achievement, Lew’s quick response was raising 5 kids for which he says his 
wife deserved much of the credit.  Though busy as a doctor, Lew put a real emphasis on getting to his kids’ sporting and 
school events as much as possible.  Lew loves sports, especially the Badgers.  He combined this love of sports with his 
profession and was a team doctor at La Follette High School as well as WIAA team doctor for State football and basketball 
championships.   
   Lew was also active for years in the Boy Scouts organization.  A great memory for him as a young scout was during one 
of the last Grand Old Army of the Republic Encampments or Civil War Veterans Reunions at the Lorraine Hotel and Camp 
Randall.  Lew was assigned to assist a Civil War veteran who was over 100 years-old and served as a 10-year-old drummer 
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boy in the Confederate Army.  For him, it was an amazing experience talking to history.  This love of history and the military 
carried through to Lew’s time on the Board of Directors for the Veteran’s Museum in Madison.   
   Lew’s advice to fellow Rotarians is, “Never Say No” to service opportunities.  This advice from his dad clearly has never 
left him as shown by his years of dedicated service to his family, his country, his patients and his community.   
   When I asked him what he liked best about Rotary, Lew said, “Meeting new people…like you!”  We now are looking 
forward to meeting in person….and maybe tasting some fine scotch! 
 

 
  
  The August edition of the Rotary District 6250 newsletter is now available.  Click here to read about happenings 
within our Rotary District:  https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/View/d5fac8ec-ab43-43ae-b3fc-60e4fec260ab 
   Disaster Relief Effort for Iowa:  In addition to this month’s newsletter, Rotary District Governor Bill Pritchard wants 
Rotarians in our district to know about disaster relief efforts for people in Iowa.  On August 10, widespread, destructive, 
straight-line winds blew across central Iowa. The most extreme winds, estimated to be at 110-140 miles-per-hour, destroyed 
or damaged numerous outbuildings, barns, grain bins, homes, mobile homes, apartment buildings, trees and power poles in 
parts of Benton, Linn, Jones, Cedar and Clinton Counties. The Cedar Rapids area was particularly hard hit. As People of 
Action, we would like to do what we can to help our neighbors to the west & south. The Rotary Club of Linn County has set 
up a donation site for monetary contributions to donate to help Cedar Rapids area disaster relief efforts. If you personally or 
your club collectively would like to donate, please visit https://rotarylc.square.site/. There is a 2020 Derecho Relief section. 
   There is a specific interest in roofers and tree removal experts that are willing to travel to the area. There is both volunteer 
and paid work available. Currently, tree removal companies are quoting 90-120 days for removals. If you have connections 
to any roofing companies or tree removal companies, your help would be greatly appreciated! 
 

 
 

   Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a young rabbi known for his 
brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they did most Jewish institutions 
and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family perished in the Holocaust, he 
settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, he dedicated the rest of his life 
to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more enduring than the forces of 
hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of 
others.  He was known statewide for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue 
and furthering forgiveness and reconciliation.   
    Rabbi Swarsensky died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 
to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition 
so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad community 
interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or service, or many.  The club seeks 
nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought reconciliation between groups and 
individuals. 
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   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing and we will 
pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
   This week’s Quiz Question about the video:  What do we celebrate through customs?  Be the first to email the 
correct response to the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to be this week’s winner! 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020.  
 

 
 

   Our Community Projects Committee has a three-question survey about members’ interest in volunteering within the 
community.  The committee needs your help to identify areas of focus for volunteering. It will take less than a minute to 
complete the survey!  Click on the following link and respond by Sept. 11:     https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LSLN25P 
  Your input will help our committee schedule future volunteer activities for our club members.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

 Masood Akhtar, Bryan Chan and Renee Moe have been named among 48 of the most influential Asian American 
leaders. Madison365  8/17, 8/18, 8/19 

 Joe Loehnis and Kathryn Smith were pictured and quoted in an article titled, “The Ghosts of Lost Live 
Performances:  In Madison, the arts scene endures despite pandemic concerns and social unrest.”  Madison 
Magazine Sept 20 

 Becky Steinhoff was quoted in an article about the repairs needed to Goodman Community Center following a car 
crashing into the building.  WSJ 8/26 

 

 
 

 Aug. 30 -- Melanie Ramey -- Adm. Date:  11/20/1991   Consulting.  Melanie G. Ramey LLC  Sgt.-At-Arms 1993-94, 
Director 1996-98, President 1998-99    PHF (6) 

 Aug. 30 -- Mike Strigel -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2017   Cultural Institutions.  Aldo Leopold Nature Center       

 Aug. 31 -- Anthony Gray -- Adm. Date:  9/2/2015   Real Estate.  Austringer Capital Group, LLC       
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 Sept. 1 -- Reena Chandra Rajpal -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2019   Community Services.  Combat Blindness International       

 Sept. 2 -- Teresa Holmes -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2016   Consulting.  Exponential Endeavors  Director 2019-21    PHF 

 Sept. 3 -- Virginia Bartelt -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2006   Law.  Bartelt Grob, S.C.  Director 2008-10  Formerly Rotarian 
at Middleton Sunrise  PHF (6) 

 Sept. 4 -- Jenny Sereno -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2005   Government-State.  WI Housing & Economic Dev Authority  PHF  
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