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August 26 Online Speaker:  Jason Ilstrup 
Building a Thriving Downtown Madison for Everyone 
   Downtown Madison, like so many regions of our country, is suffering right 
now.  COVID-19, racism and the movement for racial justice have converged 
in a way that uniquely impacts our downtown. But even through the sustained 
heaviness of this moment in time, we find glimmers of hope.  Guest speaker 
and fellow Rotarian Jason Ilstrup will invite us next week on August 26 to 
help cast a new vision, working all together as a community, to create a truly 
vibrant downtown where everyone is welcome and can succeed. 
   Jason is the President of Downtown Madison, Inc. (DMI), a member based 

non-profit working to create the best quality of life downtown for everyone.  Prior to joining DMI, 
Jason worked in hotel management and development at HotelRED, the Iron Horse Hotel and the 
Madison Concourse Hotel.  Before entering hospitality, Jason served as a legislative aide and legal 
counsel for several politicians including Rep. Martin Sabo and Rep. Barney Frank.  He is also a 

returned Peace Corps Volunteer having served in Niger.  Jason attended Boston University and the University of Minnesota 
Law School.  Jason joined our Rotary club in 2016.  He was raised near downtown Minneapolis and is unlucky enough to be a 
Minnesota Vikings fan. 
 

 
 

Meeting Some “Extraordinary Ordinary” People in Dairylandia 
   Born and raised on the east coast, Steve Hannah fell in love with the 
Midwest years ago when a planned cross-country trip was detoured then 
cut short in Wisconsin. At our meeting this week, Brady Williamson 
interviewed Steve about his new book, Dairylandia: Dispatches from a 
State of Mind, that captures the charming, extraordinary “ordinary” people 
of Wisconsin. Dairylandia features 30 of Hannah’s profiles he collected 
from around the state during his career as a journalist. 
   Hannah describes Wisconsinites as modest, humble and seldom “get 
too big for their skis.” He gave an example of a New Jersey lottery winner 
who spoke loudly of his “huge luck” and long list of expensive purchases 
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he planned to make. By contrast, when he interviewed lottery winners on Fond du Lac’s “Miracle Mile,” a $1 million winner 
decided he’d purchase a Kitchen Aide mixer because he “liked to cook” and a teacher who won $100 million remarked 
quietly “it’s not too bad” to win such a sum after years of working hard for a teacher’s salary.  
   Hannah was struck by the open, candid, unfiltered stories people told him, especially elderly people who had lived 
extraordinary lives that seemed completely uninteresting to themselves. Hannah entertained us with a taste of these stories: 
words of wisdom from an elderly woman (try not to be boring, don’t tell others if your friends or neighbors are going out of 
town or you’re inviting a robbery), philosophies of a rattlesnake hunter and a woman who froze her pet robin because she 
just couldn’t bear to part with him. These were some of his favorite assignments that drew him closer to his adopted state 
and the people who quietly make it a wonderful, interesting place to live. 
   While we couldn’t offer Steve’s book for sale at the meeting as we normally would, it is available for sale on Amazon. 
   Our thanks to Steve Hannah and Brady Williamson for their presentation this week and to Emily Gruenewald for preparing 
this review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/7CwB1Mgmxro. 
 

   
  Think about the Rotary members you sponsored into our club and/or some of your Rotary friends you’ve missed seeing at 
our weekly luncheons.  Then pick up the phone and call a few of them to connect with them and see how they are doing.  
Everyone is trying to cope as best they can during this time of physical distancing, and you can brighten someone’s day with 
a phone call or email to say hello and make a connection. 
 

 
 

       
 
Photo 1:  Janine O’Rourke; Photo 2:  Tim Stadelman; Photo 3:  Maggie Porter Kratz; Photo 4:  Jenni Jeffress, Maiah O’Rourke and Janine O’Rourke 
  

  Our thanks to those Rotarians who joined in our club’s Care Box Assembly Volunteering Opportunity on August 13 at the 
Alliant Energy Center where they participated in preparing care boxes for families in need for the Second Harvest 
Foodbank.  Watch for more opportunities in the coming months that are being set up by our Community Projects Committee 
chaired by Jenni Jeffress. 
 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtu.be_7CwB1Mgmxro&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=nUisuMmK1oO544dnW7rmNSOI1d2JqjYhjG4FR5Xz0Hs&m=q4uTn37lQn9SKav8NPttM3rlTKyN78HZoKYl67yNEJg&s=NZJAb59yCUmmJLRu1DkECxlbGqSJobo8fYQSGgKvo6g&e=


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 3 of 4 
 

 

 
 

   Joyce Bromley, chair of this year’s Swarsensky Award Committee has announced that we are now accepting 
nominations for our prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth 
El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  He died in 1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club 
established the award in 1982 to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their 
voluntary efforts, made a particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community 
and beyond, in the tradition so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have 
demonstrated a broad community interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency or 
service, or many.  The club seeks nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought 
reconciliation between groups and individuals. 
   The award will be presented at one of our Wednesday luncheon meetings this November and will include a $2,500 grant 
to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   Watch the 9-minute video for background on Rabbi Swarsensky:  To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to 
prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to watch this award-winning 9-minute video about 
his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs. 
 

Join in the Swarsensky Quiz! 
   Weekly Quiz regarding video:  To encourage our members to view the video about the life of Rabbi Swarsensky, we will 
include a weekly quiz question about the Rabbi.  Answers to the weekly quiz can only be found in the video.  Each week, we 
will have 2 winners -- one will be a new member since 2007 and a second winner will be a longer term member.  We’ll 
announce the winners in the following newsletter each week.  And, weekly winners will be placed in a drawing, and we will 
pick one name to win a prize with that winner announced at the October 14th Rotary meeting.  The prize will be a fused 
glass Votive Vase made by Denny Carey – thank you, Denny! 
   This week’s Quiz Question:  With what did Rabbi Swarsensky infect people?  Email your answer to the Rotary office:  
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org and the first with the correct answer in the categories noted above will be announced next 
week and be placed in a drawing for the prize. 
   Nomination form:  Here is a link to the nomination form on our club’s website:   https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202020.docx.  Completed forms are due by Oct. 1, 
2020.  
 

 
 

 Deb Archer wrote a guest column about the critical condition of the tourism industry and the need to recover and 
reignite the economy.  WSJ 8/18 

 Masood Akhtar and We Are Many—United Against Hate hosted a webinar on August 19 on hate crimes and 
domestic terrorism.  WSJ 8/17 

 Joanna Burish was pictured and featured in an article in about her work as a financial planner with Northwestern 
Mutual.  Brava July/Aug 2020 

 Joe Loehnis was quoted in an article titled “Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra to perform two ‘Concerts on the 
Square.’”  Channel 15 News 8/13 
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 Aug. 23 -- Lori DiPrete Brown -- Adm. Date:  8/2/2017   Health Services.  UW-Madison Global Health Institute       

 Aug. 23 -- Andrea Kaminski -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013   Community Services-Retired.    Director 2017-19; Club 
President 2019-20    PHF 

 Aug. 23 -- Paul Olsen -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2011   Brokerage & Investments.  Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. Inc.   PHF 

 Aug. 24 -- Kevin Hoffman -- Adm. Date:  4/18/1984   Retail-Services & Products.  A to Z RentAll/Event Essentials   
PHF (5) 

 Aug. 29 -- John Braden -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.      
Formerly Rotarian at Urbana, IL 1986-1993  PHF 
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