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   Our Rotary Program Committee is pleased to continue having Rotary Speakers online.  
Attendance is optional.  Rotary members will receive an email link at noon each Wednesday so 
you can tune into an online Rotary meeting if you’d like to stay connected during this time of no 
in-person meetings.   
   The online meeting will include an introduction by President Andrea Kaminski, introduction of 
our birthday celebrants for the week, and she will then introduce our speaker of the day. 
   Speaking to us on April 8: 

 

April 8 Speaker Starting at Noon:  Benjamin Eithun  
Topic:  How Has the Madison Area Been Prepared for the  

  Coronavirus Pandemic and Its Effect on the Population 
 

   Overview:  Benjamin Eithun will discuss how the major healthcare organizations in our area 
are working together to meet the needs of patients as persons become infected.  What can we 
expect?  How will we cope?  What can we do to stay safe? 
   Mr. Eithun is Director of Trauma, Children’s Surgery, Injury Prevention and Child Protection at 
UW Health and serves as the Chair of the South Central Wisconsin Healthcare Emergency 
Readiness Coalition (SCWIHERC).  SCWIHERC is a partnership that has representation from 
Hospitals, Trauma Centers, EMS, Public Health Officials and Emergency Management Agencies 
as the core group with numerous other members from a variety of community groups.   

   Be sure to watch for the email on April 8 at Noon with a link to our online meeting.  Enjoy this new format as our 
way to continue to bring you interesting and educational speakers while we are unable to meet in person. 
   Our thanks to club member Brian Basken for helping behind the scenes with the video editing and uploading to make this 
online meeting possible! 

 

 
    
 
 

Upcoming 
Program Online 

 April 15 
Lynn Brady 
Dealing with 
Mental Health in 
the Time of the 
Coronavirus, A 
Unique National 
Emergency! 

 April 22 
Dr. Jesslyn 
Hollar 
School's Out But 
Learning's In: 
Engaging Kids in 
Learning Amidst 
COVID-19 
School Closures 

 April 29 
Nasra Wehelie 
Ramadan - 
Fasting, Facts 
and Traditions 
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Club Learns How Climate Change Affects Local Weather 
   Dr.  Ankur Desai, professor of climate, people and environment at UW-Madison, addressed the first ever virtual meeting of 
the Club on the effect of climate change on local weather.  He stated that climate is personality, and weather is mood.    
   Looking at weather over the years, he noted a global trend, beginning in the 1980s, of higher temperatures.  This is 
caused by CO2 emissions which are raised by the use of fossil fuels.  He said CO2 is to climate change what steroid use 
was to baseball.  An increase in temperature up to 2 degrees Celsius has only modest impact, but above that level, it leads 
to significant and harmful consequences.  Policy changes could mitigate the damage by "flattening the curve" much as 
health experts urge us to do in attacking the current pandemic.  A major difference is that it will take decades to flatten the 
climate curve. 
   Turning to the influence of climate change on local weather, Dr. Desai showed the global decline of snow cover which, in 
itself, affects the temperature.  The meeting of snow/no snow lines influence weather fronts and increases the severity of 
storms.  Lesser snow over North America means most places get wetter and rainier--rain on frozen ground is more likely to 
cause storms than snow. Southern Wisconsin has seen wetter and rainier weather in recent years while northern Wisconsin 
has been drier. Some cold winter weather will still occur but at a much lower rate than in the past. 
   The problems caused by this will need to be addressed either by adaptions (such as moving homes from frequently 
flooded areas)  or by mitigation (reducing emissions significantly).  Unfortunately, there is no single "silver bullet" to solve 
things so all alternatives must be pursued by policymakers. 
   Dr. Desai cited recent research indicating, contrary to some beliefs, that climate change deniers are a very small 
proportion of the populace. Moreover, among people aged 18-30, climate change is either their first or second highest policy 
priority.  It is not possible to prevent all adverse effects, but we must take actions that will have some effect or be overcome 
by the problems.   
   He ended on a hopeful note, showing the sprouting of tree plants in an Australian forest area recently consumed by 
wildfires.  Earth will survive, but we need to help heal it for our own good. 
   Our thanks to Dr. Ankur Desai for his online presentation this week and to Jerry Thain for preparing this review article.  If 
you missed our meeting this week, you can watch here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOMM-S5cLNQ&t=15s 
 

  
 

Why is Rotary important to members?  Click on the following link to view Part II of brief 
video clips from our club’s promotional video, and you can hear directly from a few 
members about why Rotary is important to them (these are different than last week’s 
clips, so check them out):  https://youtu.be/H9Rx-6i_rlA. 

   Now, it is your turn to tell club leaders what in Rotary is important to you.  Each year, we ask members to participate in a 
short membership survey to tell us about your experiences in Rotary and to help us make improvements.  
   During this time when we are not able to meet in person, take a few minutes to complete the survey and to tell us what is 
most important to you regarding your Rotary membership so we can make enhancements when we return to regular 
meetings.   
   Refer to the email you received on Thursday, March 26, with a link to the survey, and please respond by April 17.  Thank 
you! 
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WHY BE A ROTARY SCHOLAR MENTOR?  Watch a short video (3 minutes) of four past 
Rotary scholars who tell us why a Rotary Mentor was important to their success in college:  
https://youtu.be/P4-4TL8fkYs.  Featured in the video are: Lilly Gonzalez (mentor Mary 
Rouse), Karen Bauer (mentor Dick Lovell), Patrick Roy (mentor Moses Altsech) and Kay 
Powell (mentor John Bonsett-Veal). 
 

   As in past years, this spring we are expecting 25 new Rotary Scholars who will request Mentors from our Club.  Can you 
help mentor one of our scholars being named next month and help guide them through their college years starting in the 
fall?   While it is a commitment of 4 or more years, it does not involve a lot of time. Tasks include: 

 Establish a means of communication and a schedule for staying in touch. This could range from monthly to 
quarterly or biannually, depending on student needs and agreed upon goals from year to year. 

 Provide encouragement and make connections for academic and career development. 

 Give advice if asked or if you become aware that the student needs help. 

 Invite to an occasional Rotary meeting (e.g. over winter or summer vacations). 

 Invite to lunch or for coffee on occasion, or to a special event (concerts, sports games, picnics, etc.). 
 

If you sign-up to be a mentor, here are some upcoming activities:  

 Meet the student you will mentor at our May 27 Rotary luncheon and sit in on a meeting that day with all Rotary 
scholars at the Park Hotel (meeting will last approximately10-15 minutes).  Note: This is tentative and only if 
students are back in school by that date. 

 Attend a training meeting on June 17 at 1:10 pm (after Rotary) at the Park Hotel.  This informational session on 
mentoring our scholars should last no more than 45 minutes. 

 Set up an initial meeting with your scholar in June or July.  At this meeting establish an agreed upon system for 
ongoing communications; discuss what mentorship means; and arrange for the first communication after the 
scholar starts school.  Review the student's statement of commitment to the mentorship program. 

 Attend our annual Scholar-Mentor activity this summer – date tbd – more details will be shared in advance.   

 Assure contact in September when scholar begins school. 
   If you are interested in being connected to one of our 2020 Rotary scholars, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or complete the online sign-up form here:  https://forms.gle/f1vFmAYYiEZj4S9x7 
 
 

 
 

It is time for the annual sign-up for committees and fellowship groups.  Note that your current committee 
and fellowship group assignments do not continue after the end of the Rotary year (June 30), so 
use these links to complete fill-in forms for the 2020-2021 Rotary Year:  

 2020-2021 Committee Sign-Up Form   

 2020-2021 Fellowship Sign-Up Form   
     Please return your completed forms to the Rotary office via rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9007 or mail 
them to Rotary Club of Madison, 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI  53703. 
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 Ted Ballweg was pictured and quoted in an article about the Dane County Farmer’s Market drive-thru service that 
Ted and his wife are using for their Savor Accents business during the COVID-19 pandemic.  WSJ 3/30 

 Haley Saalsaa wrote an article titled, “What I Learned My First Week at Home,” about her experience of working at 
home during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Sarah Best and Carole Schaeffer were also mentioned in the article. 
InBusiness.com 3/26 

 Martha Sullivan wrote an article titled, “Uncertainty, Risk and the Impact on Business Value.”  InBusiness.com 3/26 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

 Apr. 5 -- Loretta Himmelsbach -- Adm. Date:  6/7/1995   Community Services-Retired.    Sgt.-At-Arms 2001-02;  
Director 2004-06; 100% Attendance since 6/7/1995  Formerly Rotarian at Springfield, IL  PHF (8) 

 Apr. 6 -- Dave Baskerville -- Adm. Date:  4/6/1994   Consulting.  Baskerville International Ltd.    Former member at 
Tokyo 1984 - 1992  PHF (2) 

 Apr. 6 -- Rock Flowers -- Adm. Date:  11/23/1966   Manufacturing-Retired.    Director 1976-78    PHF 

 Apr. 7 -- Masood Akhtar -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2020   Community Services.  We Are Many United Against Hate, Inc.       

 Apr. 8 -- George Keehn -- Adm. Date:  12/2/1981   Commercial Services & Products.  JWC Building Specialties, 
Inc.  Director 1986-88 and 2000-02; 100% Attendance since 7/13/1988    PHF (4) 

 Apr. 9 -- Keith Baumgartner -- Adm. Date:  8/8/2001  Accounting-Retired.         

 Apr. 10 -- Jim Ruhly -- Adm. Date:  1/10/1973   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP  Sgt.-At-Arms 1982-84, Director 
1984-86 and 1997-99, Pres. 1999-2000    PHF (10) 

 Apr. 10 -- Frank Stein -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2007   Health Services-Retired.         
 
 
 

Donation Request Email From Rotary International Foundation 
  On April 2, Rotary International sent an email to all Rotary members around the world to seek contributions to the Rotary 
International Foundation for the COVID-19 pandemic.   
   Since our Rotary Club conducts its own campaign to seek contributions from our members to support the Rotary 
International Foundation efforts, members can ignore that email.   
   However, if any member made a contribution in response to that email, please advise the Rotary office so we can record 
your gift as part of our annual campaign for the Rotary International Foundation that will be launching in a few weeks. 
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