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The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 17, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

 
   Our Rotary Program Committee is pleased to continue have Rotary Speakers online.  
Attendance is optional.  Rotary members will receive an email link at 7am, and you can use 
this link at noon to tune into our online Rotary meeting if you’d like to stay connected during this 
time of no in-person meetings.   
   The online meeting will include an introduction by President Andrea 

Kaminski and a few announcements, introduction of our birthday celebrants for the week, and she 
will then introduce our speaker of the day. 

April 22 Speaker Online Starting at Noon:  Dr. Jesslyn Hollar on 
School's Out But Learning's In: Engaging Kids in Learning Amidst 
COVID-19 School Closures 
   Overview:   School closures amid the COVID-19 pandemic have disrupted formal learning for students of all ages.  Next 
week, Dr. Jesslyn Hollar will highlight some of the ways learning occurs outside of formal schooling.  She will focus on 
crafting learning experiences that are accessible and engaging for learners of all ages.  
   Dr. Hollar is an Assistant Professor and Program Director of the Accelerated Secondary Education Program (ASP) in the 
School of Education at Edgewood College.  She focuses primarily on social and cultural foundations of education and 
pedagogical foundations for elementary and secondary teachers.   
   Be sure to watch for the email on April 22 at 7 am with a link to our online meeting on our club’s YouTube 
channel which will start at noon.  Enjoy this new format as a way to continue to bring you interesting and educational 
speakers while we are unable to meet in person. 
   Our continuing thanks to Brian Basken who is helping behind the scenes with the video editing and uploading to make 
this online meeting possible! 
    
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
Program Online 

 April 29 
Nasra Wehelie 
Ramadan - 
Fasting, Facts 
and Traditions 
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Managing Our Mental Health During the Coronavirus Pandemic 
   Fellow Rotarian Lynn Brady, who is President and CEO of Journey Mental Health Center, 
shared her insights on “Dealing with Mental Health in the Time of the Coronavirus, a Unique 
National Emergency!” Brady’s presentation to the club through a virtual meeting platform on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020, was an immediate reminder of the significant disruption that all of 
us are facing in our daily routines. Brady reflected that we are social creatures, and so this 
required isolation is inevitably going to have an impact. We feel uncertainty about when 
things will return to normal. In Brady’s work, she says that they are not currently seeing a lot 
of calls. Rather, people are asking for tips on dealing with stress; how to talk to children about 

the issue; and how they might reach out in the future to a mental health professional. The mental health professionals that 
she works with also need a chance to talk through the issues.  
   Brady walked her audience through the stages of mental stress that the coronavirus has brought, from disruption and 
worry at a personal level to an increased level of community anxiety about jobs and access to necessities. People at 
different ages will exhibit signs of stress differently and it’s especially important not to dismiss the distress that older people 
feel as a normal aspect of aging. Brady provided ideas for how we, as leaders in our community and at work, can provide 
structure and support to our colleagues and those we supervise. Routines and ongoing opportunities to discuss challenges 
and to stay in touch are supportive for everyone. Think about the immediate and also the longer term plans of dealing with 
this crisis. Be sure to thank people who are in the mental health field.  
   In closing, Brady reminded her audience that Journey Mental Health Center has a crisis line: 608-280-2600, and it is 
staffed  24/7, 365 days a year.  
   Our thanks to Lynn Brady for her online presentation this week and to Carole Trone for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/fKQnikBcpsk. 
 

 
 

   Two weeks ago, we announced over $204,000 is being distributing in community grants to 55 local organizations.  We can 
all be proud of our ability to make these grants possible, especially at a time when local organizations need extra resources 
to help an increased number of families in our community. Our thanks to Neil Heinen who, on his Channel 3000 editorial, 
included a thank you to Rotary for these grants.     
   Starting this year, our Madison Rotary Foundation created a small fund to enable us to provide emergency grants for 
needs that arise outside of our regular funding cycle. So, in addition to the 55 community grants we are distributing, we are 
also providing $1,000 each to the 3 largest food pantries—Middleton Outreach Ministry, River Food Bank and Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul--as well as Second Harvest Foodbank which is helping supply food in our community.  Our club is also 
applying for a matching grant from our district and hope to receive an additional $1,000 each for these organizations.   
   Our Community Projects Committee is also seeking Rotary volunteers to help with packing meals for these organizations, 
and please contact the Rotary office if you would like more details.   
   We are pleased to share this news of the grants we are providing to help families in need in our community during this 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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   The April edition of the Rotary District 6250 newsletter is now available.  Click here to read about happenings within 
our Rotary District:  https://rotary6250.org/bulletin/viewsent/0c05ebab-4569-46b5-81ff-d2b192aa2fd4/906aa2ee-8bd1-42c1-
952c-5f5bf54b2950?mid=oMjPTcn/6GEZzJIgDu2I1zUSN/XrSKpIWkDxvUvClFo=&type=m 
 
 

 
 

WHY BE A ROTARY SCHOLAR MENTOR?  Watch a short video (3 minutes) of four past Rotary 
scholars who tell us why a Rotary Mentor was important to their success in college:  
https://youtu.be/P4-4TL8fkYs  Featured in the video are: Lilly Gonzalez (mentor Mary Rouse), 
Karen Bauer (mentor Dick Lovell), Patrick Roy (mentor Moses Altsech) and Kay Powell (mentor 
John Bonsett-Veal). 
 

   As in past years, this spring we are expecting 25 new Rotary Scholars who will request Mentors from our Club.  Can you 
help mentor one of our scholars being named next month and help guide them through their college years starting in the 
fall?   While it is a commitment of 4 or more years, it does not involve a lot of time. Tasks include: 

 Establish a means of communication and a schedule for staying in touch. This could range from monthly to 
quarterly or biannually, depending on student needs and agreed upon goals from year to year. 

 Provide encouragement, and make connections for academic and career development. 

 Give advice if asked or if you become aware that the student needs help. 

 Invite to an occasional Rotary meeting (e.g. over winter or summer vacations). 

 Invite to lunch or for coffee on occasion, or to a special event (concerts, sports games, picnics, etc.). 
 

If you sign-up to be a mentor, here are some upcoming activities:  

 Meet the student you will mentor at our May 27 Rotary luncheon and sit in on a meeting that day with all Rotary 
scholars at Park Hotel (meeting will last approximately10-15 minutes).  Note: This is tentative and only if 
students are back in school by that date. 

 Attend a training meeting on June 17 at 1:10 pm (after Rotary) at the Park Hotel.  This informational session on 
mentoring our scholars should last no more than 45 minutes. 

 Set up an initial meeting with your scholar in June or July.  At this meeting establish an agreed upon system for 
ongoing communications, discuss what mentorship means, and arrange for the first communication after the 
scholar starts school.  Review the student's statement of commitment to the mentorship program with him/her. 

 Attend our annual Scholar-Mentor activity this summer – date tbd – more details will be shared in advance.   

 Assure contact in September when scholar begins school. 
   If you are interested in being connected to one of our 2020 Rotary scholars, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or complete the online sign-up form here:  https://forms.gle/f1vFmAYYiEZj4S9x7 
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To register for any of these events, click here: https://forms.gle/Uu9PnGVogK2awT1m7 
Deadline to sign-up for these Virtual Connections is April 21. 
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 Charles McLimans and Becky Steinhoff were quoted in an article about Madison's low-income students receiving 
free meals from the school district during the COVID-19 pandemic.  WSJ 4/13 

 Christian Overland was quoted in an article about journaling through the COVID-19 pandemic to record 
history.  WSJ 4/12 

 

 
 

 Herman Baumann’s mother and Kay Schwichtenberg’s mother-in-law, Miriam Baumann, passed away on April 
12.  We extend our condolences to Herman and Kay and to their family. 

 
 

               
 

 Apr. 21 -- Chuck Dorgan -- Adm. Date:  6/14/1989   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  University 
of Wisconsin      PHF (8) 

 Apr. 22 -- Frank Byrne -- Adm. Date:  2/7/2007   Health Services-Retired.    Director 2014-16  Formerly Rotarian at 
Ft. Wayne, IN 2002-09  PHF (4) 

 Apr. 23 -- Nino Amato -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Associations-Business & Professional.  Coalition of Wisconsin 
Aging Groups    Former Rotary member 2002-07; 2014-2017  PHF 

 Apr. 24 -- Denny Carey -- Adm. Date:  10/30/2002   Health Services-Retired.   Formerly Rotarian at Madison 
Breakfast.  PHF (3) 

 Apr. 24 -- Christian Overland -- Adm. Date:  12/4/2019   Government-State.  Wisconsin Historical Society       

 Apr. 24 -- Mary Romolino -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2012   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  Acme Nerd Games  
Director 2017-19     

 Apr. 24 -- Kristin Schmidt -- Adm. Date:  2/7/2018   Construction.  CG Schmidt       

 Apr. 25 -- Beth Prochaska -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2000   Architecture.  Potter Lawson, Inc.  Director 2018-20  Formerly 
Rotarian at Madison WT-Middleton  PHF (3) 
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