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The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 10, 2020 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

 
   Our Rotary Program Committee is pleased to continue have Rotary Speakers online.  
Attendance is optional.  Rotary members will receive an email link at noon so you can tune into 
an online Rotary meeting if you’d like to stay connected during this time of no in-person 
meetings.   
   The online meeting will include an introduction by President Andrea Kaminski and a few 
announcements, introduction of our birthday celebrants for the week, and she will then introduce 
our speaker of the day. 
   Speaking to us on April 15: 

 

April 15 Speaker Online Starting at Noon:  Fellow Rotarian 
Lynn Brady to talk about Dealing with Mental Health in the 
Time of the Coronavirus, A Unique National Emergency! 

 
   Overview:  Life as we know it has changed significantly in the last four weeks.  We are dealing with the practical side of 
things (how to shop, how to work, how to home school) as well as our own emotional reaction and that of our family 
members and friends.  In next week’s video presentation, Lynn will talk about how to watch for the signs of anxiety and 
depression and how to deal with how you might feel.  Members will also learn how community-based mental health 
providers are meeting the challenge in Madison.   
   Lynn joined our Rotary Club in 2017.  She is President and CEO of the Journey Mental Health Center.  Lynn has more 
than 30 years experience in the mental health and substance use field both as a clinician and an administrator.  She 
attended the University of New Mexico where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in psychology and a Master’s degree in 
public health administration. 
   Be sure to watch for the email on April 15 with a link to our online meeting.  Enjoy this new format as a way to 
continue to bring you interesting and educational speakers while we are unable to meet in person. 
   Our thanks to club member Brian Basken for helping behind the scenes with the video editing and uploading to make this 
online meeting possible! 
 

 
  
 

Upcoming 
Programs Online 

 April 22 
Dr. Jesslyn 
Hollar 
School's Out But 
Learning's In: 
Engaging Kids in 
Learning Amidst 
COVID-19 
School Closures 

 April 29 
Nasra Wehelie 
Ramadan - 
Fasting, Facts 
and Traditions 
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   Our Rotary Club of Madison Coffee Connections is back!  Starting Wednesday, April 15th, you 

can connect with other Rotary members of our club for coffee via a Zoom Call.   
   If you would like to join the Zoom Coffee Connections at 11 am on April 15, send an email to the Rotary office 
(rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) by April 14 to let us know you’d like to receive the link to this event. 
 

 
 

Is Madison Prepared for the Coronavirus and Its Effects? 
   Rotarians heard online April 8 from Benjamin Eithun how Madison is part of several 
networks to plan for medical emergencies. Eithun is Director of Pediatric Trauma, Surgery, 
Injury Prevention and Child Protection at American Family Children’s Hospital. 
   In 2014, Wisconsin formed seven Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalitions (HERCs), 
which were based on seven Regional Trauma Advisory Councils.  The councils are made 
of up EMS, trauma hospitals, public health agencies, government emergency management 
agencies, businesses and other related partners.  
   “With the coalitions and the councils, we can better coordinate, communicate and be 

ready,” Eithun said. “We may be competitors, but we all have the goal to serve patients in need.”  
   Examples of coordination include sharing where there are needs for more beds, working together to make emergency 
plans, and coordinating needs in the area, region or statewide.  There are two communications vehicles, EMresources (web 
based) and WISCOM (VHF Radio) used for urgent sharing of needs. 
   Eithun has a MSN and a BSN from the University of Pennsylvania and a BS from UW-LaCrosse.  Prior to coming to the 
UW, he was a pediatric critical care nurse practitioner in the PICU at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 
   Our thanks to Benjamin Eithun for his online presentation this week and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article.  
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/IpDREI4DggA 
 

 
 

   Our Rotary Youth Exchange Committee is building a list of possible future host families. This resource will help our club 
determine the interest in continuing to support Youth Exchange within our club and across District 6250.   
   How can you help?   

1) If you would consider hosting an exchange student in the future, let the Rotary office know so we can add your 
name to our list of “Possible Host Families.” This in no way commits you to hosting. Our committee will reach 
out to those on the list as we plan for our inbound student(s) to see if your family is in a position to host. (Note: 
we are still looking for one host family for our current inbound student, Fabricio from Brazil, for Sept – 
December 2020.)  

2) Do you have a friend who would be interested in hosting? Ask if we can add their family to the list of 
possibilities for the future.  

   By hosting a Rotary Youth Exchange student in your home, you'll make a young person's dream come true, and you and 
your family will share an unforgettable and fulfilling experience.   
 
 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://youtu.be/IpDREI4DggA


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 3 of 6 
 

 

   Answers to Common Questions on Rotary Host Families:  

 Any caring and responsible family with an interest in hosting a young person from another land can be a 

tremendous host family! The best host families don't fall into any one, easy-to-define category. 

 Families do not need to be affiliated with Rotary to host Rotary Exchange Students. 

 Families with small children make great host families because young children get the experience of having a big 

brother or sister and the exchange students often enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of practicing their language skills 

with a younger child. 

 "Empty Nesters" or retired couples are good too because they can have more time to spend with their student than 

younger parents do and they often enjoy having a young person around the house. 

 Families with high school age children are good because host brothers and sisters can quickly get the student 

involved in school and community activities. 

 Exchange students have on average 3 host families, living with each host family for approximately 4 months.  

      Contact the Rotary office with your interest (608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). Thank you for your 
consideration. 

- Submitted by Janine O’Rourke, Chair, Rotary Youth Exchange Committee 

 

 
  

   During this time when we cannot have in-person meetings, we plan to feature short interviews with a member so you can 
get to know some of our members and hear about their experiences.  This week’s interview: 
 

Interviewee:  Teresa Holmes is owner of Exponential Endeavors, and she provides 
technology solution delivery and small business entrepreneurial development services to 
companies within the US and internationally.Teresa joined Rotary 4 years ago and currently 
serves on our club board of directors and is chair of our Racial Equity & Inclusion Committee. 
Interviewer:  Rich Leffler (right) is Deputy Director and Co-Editor Emeriti of the Center for 

the Study of the American Constitution at UW-Madison and a member of our Rotary News Committee.  
 

   Summary of Interview:  During this time of social distancing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many individuals are still in 
need of medical procedures beyond the pandemic.  In this interview, Teresa shares her personal experience as her mom 
deals with a third prognosis of cancer and the need to have major surgery just as the pandemic is closing businesses and 
canceling elective surgeries.  Teresa’s mom, age 74, is being treated for pancreatic cancer and had surgery at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Milwaukee on March 18.   
   While Teresa was initially going to be able to be in the hospital with her mom during the surgery, the day of the surgery 
brought change to hospital protocol due to COVID-19, and her mom could not have anyone in the hospital with her.  Teresa 
describes how difficult this was not only for her mom but also for her and her family.  During this time of social distancing, it 
makes it more difficult for families to be available to their loved ones who are in the hospital.  Teresa offers advice to anyone 
in this situation:  “Keep hope; be courageous; don’t let fear overtake you.”   
   Click here to listen to Rich’s full interview with Teresa.   
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WHY BE A ROTARY SCHOLAR MENTOR?  Watch a short video (3 

minutes) of four past Rotary scholars who tell us why a Rotary Mentor 
was important to their success in college:  https://youtu.be/P4-
4TL8fkYs  Featured in the video are: Lilly Gonzalez (mentor Mary 
Rouse), Karen Bauer (mentor Dick Lovell), Patrick Roy (mentor Moses 
Altsech) and Kay Powell (mentor John Bonsett-Veal). 

 
  As in past years, this spring we are expecting 25 new Rotary Scholars who will request Mentors from our Club.  Can you 
help mentor one of our scholars being named next month and help guide them through their college years starting in the 
fall?   While it is a commitment of 4 or more years, it does not involve a lot of time. Tasks include: 

 Establish a means of communication and a schedule for staying in touch. This could range from monthly to 
quarterly or biannually, depending on student needs and agreed upon goals from year to year. 

 Provide encouragement, and make connections for academic and career development. 

 Give advice if asked or if you become aware that the student needs help. 

 Invite to an occasional Rotary meeting (e.g. over winter or summer vacations). 

 Invite to lunch or for coffee on occasion, or to a special event (concerts, sports games, picnics, etc.). 
 

If you sign-up to be a mentor, here are some upcoming activities:  

 Meet the student you will mentor at our May 27 Rotary luncheon and sit in on a meeting that day with all Rotary 
scholars at Park Hotel (meeting will last approximately10-15 minutes).  Note: This is tentative and only if students 
are back in school by that date. 

 Attend a training meeting on June 17 at 1:10 pm (after Rotary) at the Park Hotel.  This informational session on 
mentoring our scholars should last no more than 45 minutes. 

 Set up an initial meeting with your scholar in June or July.  At this meeting establish an agreed upon system for 
ongoing communications, discuss what mentorship means, and arrange for the first communication after the 
scholar starts school.  Review the student's statement of commitment to the mentorship program with him/her. 

 Attend our annual Scholar-Mentor activity this summer – date tbd – more details will be shared in advance.   

 Assure contact in September when scholar begins school. 
   If you are interested in being connected to one of our 2020 Rotary scholars, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or complete the online sign-up form here:  https://forms.gle/f1vFmAYYiEZj4S9x7 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Our Club’s Notable Books Fellowship Group met online 
for the first time ever on April 2 to discuss The Body in 
Question by Jill Ciment.   
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   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership  
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

 NAME ORGANIZATION CLASSIFICATION SPONSOR 

Harris, Darin Living Giving Enterprises Consulting Bob Block 

Roquitte, Rob eCIO Brokerage & Investments Scott Forester 

Trevino, Angela UW Health Clinics Health Services Susan Schmitz 

 

 
 
A final reminder that we ask members to complete our annual membership satisfaction survey.   Refer to the email you 
received on Thursday, March 26, with a link to the survey, and please respond by April 17.  Thank you! 
 

 

  
 Jackson Fonder was pictured in InBusiness Magazine’s column titled, “Reader Recommended.”  Apr 20 

 Congratulations to Renee Frank and Frank Productions on receiving one InBusiness Magazine’s Commercial 
Design Awards for Best New Development or Renovation for The Sylvee. Apr 20 

 Congratulations to Tim Stadelman who recently retired from J.H. Findorff & Son Inc.  InBusiness Apr 20 

 Charles McLimans was featured as Know Your Madisonian in the Wisconsin State Journal, and he emphasizes 
that for the food banks, the emphasis is now.  WSJ 4/4 

 Michelle Orge was quoted in an article about the increased demand for food from food banks during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  WSJ 4/3 

 Congratulations to Kristin Schmidt who was named a 2020 nominee for the Athena Award.  InBusiness Apr 20 

 Congratulations to Bruce Westervelt who recently retired from Morgan Stanley.   

 

 
 

 Former member Jerry Minnich passed away on March 27 at the age of 86. Our sympathies to Jerry’s family. 

 Tim Stadelman’s mother, Arlene Stadelman, passed away on April 3.  We extend our sympathies to Tim and to his 
family. 
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 Apr. 12 -- Ned Baxter -- Adm. Date:  4/2/2008   Business Services & Supplies.  Knight Barry Title       

 Apr. 12 -- Mike McKay -- Adm. Date:  8/1/2012   Architecture.  UW-Health    Formerly Rotarian at Fort Wayne, IN 
1999-2012  PHF (10) 

 Apr. 12 -- Craig Weddle -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2017   Business Services, Supplies & Technology.  Allegra       

 Apr. 13 -- Kris Ashe -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013   Financial Institutions-Retired.    Director 2016-18  Former Rotarian at 
East-Monona 2006-13  PHF (2) 

 Apr. 13 -- Ellen Foley -- Adm. Date:  8/2/2017   Consulting.  Ellen Foley Ink       

 Apr. 14 -- Donna Beestman -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2002   Consulting.  Career Success Strategies, LLC  Director 2005-
07; Director 2014-16  Formerly Rotarian at Wilmington, DE  PHF (4) 

 Apr. 14 -- Rebekah Pare -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2020   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  UW-
Madison, SuccessWorks       

 Apr. 14 -- Haley Saalsaa Miller -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2015   Retail-Services & Products.  Subway & AVID Risk 
Solutions  Director 2019-21     

 Apr. 15 -- Dean Nelson -- Adm. Date:  9/2/1992   Health Services-Retired.  Formerly Rotarian at Holland, MI and 
WI Rapids  PHF 

 Apr. 16 -- Phil Levy -- Adm. Date:  5/1/1991   Professional Design.  Phillip Levy Fine Furniture & Interior Design, 
Inc  Director 2002-04  Formerly Rotarian at Madison South  PHF (5) 

 Apr. 16 -- Becky Steinhoff -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2009   Community Services.  Goodman Community Center  
Director 2017-19     

 Apr. 17 -- Gary Peterson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/1990   Consulting.  Gary Peterson Consulting, Inc.  Director 1995-97; 
100% Attendance since 6/6/1990    PHF (2) 

 Apr. 17 -- Scott Strong -- Adm. Date:  9/3/2008   Community Services.  Rise Wisconsin, Inc.       

 Apr. 17 -- Martha Sullivan -- Adm. Date:  9/7/2016   Accounting.  Honkamp Krueger & Co., P.C.       

 Apr. 18 -- Kristine Euclide -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2000   Energy Services-Retired.         
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