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Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 October 2 
Andy & Dee J. Hall: 
Journalism at Risk, and on 
the Rise 

 October 9 (at ALLIANT) 
Rotary Fellowship Group 
Fair  

 October 16 (at SHERATON) 
Alex Lasry 
How Milwaukee Pursued 
Hosting the Democratic 
National Convention; Plans 
For It; and Its Economic 
Impact  

 October 23 
Pam Christenson 
Kiva Madison Microloans - 
Fueling Economic Growth 
Through Entrepreneurship 

 October 30 
(4:30pm-6:00pm at Top of 
the Park – NO NOON 
MEETING) 
Mike Huberty:  
Dark Tales From Downtown  
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for September 20, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
September 25 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel    
Karen Menéndez Coller:  The Personal Stories 
Behind “Immigrant Journeys from South of the 
Border” Exhibit; Creating Meaningful 
Conversations about Immigration 
   Next week, on September 25, at the Park Hotel, our guest 
speaker Karen Menéndez Coller will talk about policy issues 
affecting the immigrant Latino community in Dane County 
while expanding on some real life stories from the "Immigrant 
Journeys from South of the Border” Exhibit to show some who 
have been impacted by immigration policies.  Her presentation will also address the 
proactive role Centro Hispano of Dane County is taking in building resilience in our 
community in collaboration with partners across the County of Dane. 
   Karen has been executive director for Centro Hispano of Dane County (Centro) since 
2013.  Centro is the largest organization in Dane County with a mission focusing on 
holistically fostering a thriving Latino community in Wisconsin.  
   She received her Masters in Public Health (MPH) from the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, with a focus on Epidemiology and Reproductive Health and her Doctorate 
from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. An immigrant originally 
from El Salvador, her passion for the past 20 years has centered on how community-
based programs can successfully improve trajectories for Latino families in the US.   
   Karen is the 2017 recipient of the National Hispanic Heritage Foundation Leadership 
Award for the State of Wisconsin. 
   The “Immigrant Journey From South of the Border” Exhibit is a program of the 
Wisconsin Humanities Council, and Dena Wortzel, Executive Director of the Council, 
will attend the program next week as well. 
  If you have a question for next week’s speaker, please send your question via email to the Rotary office by 4 pm on 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, so we can incorporate it into any Q&A session for our speaker on Sept. 25. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

Wisconsin’s Dairy Revolution 
   “Everything in Wisconsin’s dairy industry has changed!”  That was the keynote hit by Daniel Smith, the president and CEO 
of the Cooperative Network, in a clear and well-organized talk to the club on Wednesday.   
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   You must understand the scale and depth of change in the last 40 years—1978 to 2018—he began.  The number of dairy 
farms dropped from 47,000 to 8800.  The size of the average dairy herd increased from 36 to 140.  Milk production soared 
from 11,735 to 23,725 pounds at the same time the number of cows dropped from 1.8 to 1.2 million.  (Some cows are 
producing 200 pounds of milk per day!)  And all of this occurred at a time when milk prices fluctuated by 75%. 
   These changes were driven by advancements in technology, genetics and nutrition, changes in the cost of credit, farm 
consolidation, specialization, and access to international markets. 
   What have we gained from this revolution?  Smith asked.  We Americans enjoy the lowest cost of food in the world, the 
most productive farms, and a consistent, safe, and dependable supply of food—all of which freed up millions to pursue non-
farm occupations. 
   What have we lost?  His answers included 40,000 farm families, thousands of farm-related businesses, family-focused 
husbandry, and a sense of who we are as a nation.    
   The transformation of Wisconsin’s dairy industry has been fueled by a five-year slump in prices, rapidly increasing 
infrastructure and equipment costs, intense global competition, and an aging farm population.  (Today, the average age of a 
dairy farmer is 58.) 
   Looking ahead, Smith warned that highly mechanized, vertically integrated agriculture was already evident in poultry, 
hogs, and grain and that dairy farming was rapidly moving in this direction. 
   Our thanks to Daniel Smith for speaking to us this week and to Dave Mollenhoff for providing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here.        
  

2019 Rotary Program Survey Summary 
   Each year, we survey members about our weekly speakers in order to gather views of members, quantify results, evaluate 
responses against the previous year’s results and to discuss possible changes based on the results.  We received 161 
responses as compared to 163 a year ago.  The responses showed consistently stable results with many helpful comments 
and suggestions which are being reviewed in more detail by our Program Committee.   Here is a brief summary of the 
survey results for this year: 
Question1:  How likely are you to recommend the Rotary programs you attended during the past year to a friend or 
colleague?  8.5 was the average on a scale of 1 low to 10 high.  This compares to 2018 = 8.3  2017= 8.3    
Question 2:  What are your favorite types of programs at Wednesday meetings and How appealing were programs 
for this topic during the past year?  Top picks for 2019 are:  1) Current Issues; 2) Science, Research, Health & Medicine; 
3) History; 4) Business and 5) Politics. 
Question 3:  Rate the appeal to you of the following Rotary programs:  1) Vocational Luncheon Day; 2) Youth Awards; 
3) Scholarship Program; 4) December Holiday Party; 5) RI Programs; 6) Swarsensky Award Presentation.  Changing of the 
Guard program was not rated as this is being transitioned to a “Celebration of the Year” event starting in 2020. 
Question 4:  Did you attend one of the June 19 Breakout Fellowship Luncheons?   54% of responders indicated yes 
and 46% indicated no.  We received many positive comments about the luncheons, and we are looking at moving the 
luncheon day to September in 2020 since the main reason noted for not attending a lunch last June was that June is a busy 
travel month.  
Question 5:  Are there general comments you want to make about Rotary speakers during the past year?  Members 
can view individual responses in the member login section of our website. 
Question 6:  Do you find that Q&A is an important part of our weekly speaker format?  62% who participated in the 
survey said they like Q&A and 38% said they prefer not to have us spend time on Q&A.  Club leaders have read all of the 
comments, and we continue to hear from members about Q&A.  We are evaluating it and appreciate everyone’s thoughts 
and comments as we experiment with different formats to determine what works best moving forward. 
Question 7:  What suggestions do you have for improving speaker programs so that they meet your interest?    
Members can view all of the responses in the member login section of our website. 
Question 8:  Do you have a speaker to suggest?   A number of suggestions were submitted, and the Program Committee 
will be reviewing the suggestions in more detail. 
  Thanks to all members who responded to this year’s survey which helps provide guidance to our Rotary Program 
Committee. 
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Change to One Sponsor for a New Member  
  While you were all away on summer vacation, our board of directors was hard at work thinking about all of you, fellow 
Rotarians, and how to maintain our distinguished standing as one of the top 10 Rotary clubs in the world. And so, we have 
some EXCITING news to share with you!  
   Do you remember how all of you needed two, or, back in the day, three sponsors to join the Rotary Club of Madison? The 
board of directors, in their infinite wisdom, has now made it easier than ever to recruit new members and has eased the 
sponsorship requirement to just one Rotarian. Can you imagine, just one?! 
   To celebrate this wonderful new opportunity, we wanted to first share this good news and remind everyone that member 
recruitment is a shared responsibility of every member of this club. Our annual budget is based upon 480 members and 
right now our membership is standing at 463. Each year we need to onboard on average of 50 new members in order to 
achieve our budget and to maintain our standing as one of the top 10 Rotary clubs globally. 
   Rotary is foremostly about Service Above Self; and it is also about making friendships and building relationships with 
community leaders who have shared values. So, let me ask you… 
   -How many of you have made a friendship through Rotary?   
   -How many of you would like to make more friendships through Rotary? 
   -How many of you have a friend you’d like to introduce to Rotary?! 
   There are many people, leaders, in Madison that you know that I’d like to get to know, and we’d like to get to know 
together. Please bring them to Rotary and introduce us! It’s that simple.  And, as a convenience, here is a link to our 
membership proposal form which you can find on our website:  https://rotarymadison.org/wp-
content/forms/proposal%20form%202019%20FILL%20IN.docx 
    -- Submitted by Charles McLimans, Member Development Recruitment Sub-Committee 
 

Senior Service Guest Carol Viviani 
Introduced by Jerry Thain – Sept. 18, 2019    
   It is an honor and a pleasure to present Carol Viviani with our Rotary 
Senior Service Award.  Carol began a long association with St. Mary's 
Hospital in the School of Nursing in 1953, starting as a pediatric nurse, then 
a nursing supervisor, an ostomy RN and, since her retirement in 1997, a 
volunteer in many areas of the hospital. 
   Carol helps coordinate volunteers for the No One Dies Alone Program, 
part of a national program which collaborates between Pastoral Care and 
Volunteer Services.  It was begun after the realization that many terminal 
patients had no family or friends.  Volunteers for this program introduce 
themselves to the patient and, following the patient's wishes, may pray with 
them, talk with them or just sit quietly holding their hand so they will know 
someone is with them. 
    Carol also works in Pastoral Care as a Eucharistic Minister and prays with 
patients who request it.  In addition, she chairs and co-chairs hospital 

fundraising events, assists office staff and seizes the opportunity to help others whenever it arises.  She is seen at the 
hospital even in the worst weather if her help is needed. 
   Carol has received awards for her work from the Catholic Women's Club.  The award plaque noted "her outstanding 
example of living a caring, loving and generous Christian life."  She received the St. Mary's Mission-in-Motion Award for her 
many services in support of the mission of St. Mary's.  And, that's not al. She also volunteers at a local food pantry and at 
American Girl where she purchases dolls as gifts for others and for fund-raisers. 
   Some may remember Carol as the spouse of our long-time member, the late Peter Viviani.  Carol Viviani is a truly kind 
and caring person who, as part of her natural make-up, embodies our concept of Service Above Self.   
  Congratulations to Carol for this well-deserved Rotary Club of Madison Senior Service Award. 
 

Carol Viviani (right) pictured here with Club 
President Andrea Kaminski 
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Community Projects Volunteer Opportunity: Help Pack Books Sept. 28 from 10 am to noon 
    Books for the World Join fellow Rotarians in our club as well as other Madison Area Rotary Clubs for 
this volunteer opportunity being held on Saturday, September 28, 10:00am – 12:00pm at the Madison 
College Book Processing Center located at 1849 Wright Street on Madison’s east side. Guests and 
family members are also welcome to participate. We will be sorting and packing used text books which 
have been donated by local schools, libraries and individuals. These boxes of books will be shipped to 
developing countries where they are made available to teachers and school administrators at no cost.  
   If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign up.  

 

Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award Nominations Due to Rotary 
Office on October 1, 2019; Award Presentation at Club Luncheon This November 
   The Rotary Club of Madison, also know as Downtown Rotary, has announced that nominations for its 
prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award are now being accepted.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as rabbi of 
Madison’s Temple Beth El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  He died in 1981 at the age of 75.  
Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 1982 to honor his memory.  Its 
purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, through their voluntary efforts, made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian service in the greater Madison community and 
beyond, in the tradition so well exemplified by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals 
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who have demonstrated a broad community interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency 
or service, or many.  The club seeks nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought 
reconciliation between groups and individuals. 
   The award will be presented at a Wednesday luncheon meeting of the club’s large membership this November and will 
include a $2,500 grant to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   RABBI MANFRED SWARSENSKY: LIFELONG HUMANITARIAN:  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a 
young rabbi known for his brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they 
did most Jewish institutions and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family 
perished in the Holocaust, he settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, 
he dedicated the rest of his life to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more 
enduring that the forces of hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  
   Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of others.  He was known statewide 
for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue and furthering forgiveness and 
reconciliation.   
   The Capital Times called him “a voice of conscience.”  The Wisconsin State Journal called him “a symbol of tolerance.” 
   To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to 
watch this award-winning 9-minute video about his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs 
   Click on the following link for this year’s nomination form which is due in the Rotary office by Oct. 1, 2019:  
https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202019.docx  

 

MRF Thanks Contributor 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the 

following for his generous contribution:  Moses Altsech – in memory of Lew Harned’s daughter, Cathy Amundson. 

 
Pints for Polio Event October 24th at Great Dane Pubs in Madison 
  October 24th is World Polio Day and to celebrate, all Madison Great Dane Pubs 
will be donating $1 to Rotary’s Polio Plus Fund for every pint, crowler, growler and 6 
pack sold that day. Every dollar donated will be matched by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  
   All Rotary members are encouraged to help support this event and attend with 
families and friends! 
  If you want to have a pint or a meal with other Rotarians from our Club and their 
guests, stop by the Great Dane Pub’s downtown location at 123 Doty Street on 
October 24th from 5:30 – 6:30 pm. 

   You can also purchase a Pints for Polio t-shirt at a cost of $15/shirt.  Here is a link to purchase a t-shirt:  https://madison-
top-company.printavo.com/merch/pintsforpolio/products/pints-for-polio-t-shirt.  The deadline to purchase a t-shirt is 
September 27. 
 

You’re Invited!   
Explore Armenian Culture with Cultural Awareness Fellowship on September 26 
   Rotarians and guests are invited to an Armenian Cultural Event on Thursday, September 26, 
beginning at 6:00pm, at Oakwood, Heritage Oaks Nakoma Meeting Room.  Cocktails and appetizers 

will be served followed by a buffet style traditional Armenian meal prepared by fellow Rotarian Al 
Bryan’s wife, Helen.  The program includes a presentation on Armenian food and culture by Helen 

Bryan as well as a brief history of Armenia presented by UW Professor Ari Sekeryan.  Cost to attend this 
event: Adult: $30/person; Children ages 9 – 17: $15/person; Children 8 & under: Free.  Contact the Rotary office at 608-
255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign up for this event by September 23. 
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Members in the News 
 Deb Archer was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Conventional Wisdom: Milwaukee’s Fiserv 

Forum will host the 2020 Democratic National Convention, but Madison businesses figure in on the 
action, too.”  InBusiness Sept 19 

 
OUR SYMPATHIES 
Ernie Stetenfeld’s mother, Ariene Stetenfeld, passed away on September 8 in LaGrange, Illinois.  We 
extend our condolences to Ernie and to his family. 

 

Wishing You a Happy Birthday! 
 Sept. 22 -- Londa Dewey -- Adm. Date:  6/5/1996   Business Services & Supplies.  The QTI Group       

 Sept. 23 -- Bridget Fraser -- Adm. Date:  4/2/2014   Arts-Performing.  Wisconsin Youth Symphony 
Orchestras    Formerly Rotarian at Rockton, IL 2007-10  PHF 

 Sept. 23 -- Allan Koritzinsky -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013   Law.  Allan R. Koritzinsky LLC    Former 
Member 1998-2010   

 Sept. 23 -- Peggy Lescrenier -- Adm. Date:  9/3/2003   Manufacturing-Retired.      Rotarian at 
Milwaukee 1990-2002  PHF 

 Sept. 26 -- Joyce Bromley -- Adm. Date:  11/5/2014   Consulting.  Bromley Consulting Group  
Director 2019-21    PHF (3) 

 Sept. 26 -- Joanna Burish -- Adm. Date:  11/4/2009   Real Estate.  MTI-Red, LLC  Director 2015-17     

 Sept. 27 -- Brian Koch -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2013   Brokerage & Investments.  You Financial Group       

 Sept. 28 -- Wensy Melendez -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Construction.  Amigo Construction       
 

Weekly Statistics 
Guest List for September 18, 2019 
Pat McCarthy, Joanne Johnson, Jean Mitchell, Peggy Weber & Barbara Komoroske of Senior Service Committee; Kristin 
Olson, Kris Ackley, Jennifer Wickman & Mykel Wedig of Program Committee; Stacy Roberts of Bryan Chan; Genia Stevens 
of Boris Frank  
 

Visiting Rotarian List for September 18, 2019 
Dave Anderson from Wausau 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

09/19/2018 480 363 386 (180) 106.34% 

09/18/2019 463 359 287 (75) 79.94% 
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