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Upcoming 
Program at Park 

Hotel 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 October 16  
(at SHERATON) 
Alex Lasry 
How Milwaukee 
Pursued Hosting 
the Democratic 
National 
Convention; Plans 
For It; and Its 
Economic Impact  

 October 23 
Pam 
Christenson 
Kiva Madison 
Microloans - 
Fueling Economic 
Growth Through 
Entrepreneurship 

 October 30 
(4:30pm-6:00pm 
at Top of the 
Park – NO NOON 
MEETING) 
Mike Huberty:  
Dark Tales From 
Downtown  
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for October 4, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
October 9 Rotary Meeting at the Alliant Energy Center’s Exhibition Hall 
Focus on Fellowship Groups  
   Next Wednesday, October 9, our Rotary Luncheon will be held at Alliant Energy Center’s 
Exhibition Hall C.  Since this is one of the larger meeting rooms, we are using this date as an 
opportunity for members to informally learn more about a variety of our fellowship groups.  
   After our regular business meeting, members will have time to visit their choice of three of the 
following fellowship group tables to hear more details about the group: 
 

Big Wheels Bicycle Group 
Blood Donation, Vampire Society 
Bowling 
Broadway Shows 
Culinary Arts 
Cultural Awareness 
Notable Books 
Rotary Rockefellers Investment Group 

Sailing 
Scotch Whisky, Lew Harned Society 
Special Events 
Sporting Clays 
Transitions 
Veterans 
Wine 

 
  
   There will be a table set-up along the outside wall of our meeting room for each of these 
fellowship groups.  When it is time to begin, President Andrea will announce to members that they 
should go to their first choice of fellowship group to hear a 3-minute presentation.  Someone from 
that fellowship group will provide a brief overview/specific details of their group and answer 
questions.  We will have a timer that counts down the 3 minutes.  When the buzzer sounds, 
members will be advised to move to their next choice of fellowship group.  The timer on the 
screen will again count down from 3 minutes.  When the buzzer sounds again, members will 
move to their 3rd choice fellowship group.  After the timer beeps to end the 3rd session, members 
can then informally walk around to other fellowship group tables remaining to ask questions and 
obtain more information for the remainder of our meeting time.  Our meeting will end at the 
normal time of 1:10 pm. 
  We hope you will enjoy this time to hear more about fellowship groups of interest to you, and we 

will also have sign-up forms available so you can register for any fellowship groups of interest so you can participate in their 
future events. 
  To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
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Journalism at Risk 
   Andy and Dee J. Hall took turns Wednesday telling Rotarians about the mission and accomplishments of The Wisconsin 
Center for Investigative Journalism, the nonprofit and nonpartisan organization they co-founded in 2009.  The Center’s three 
guiding principles are displayed prominently at the top of its website, WisconsinWatch.org:  PROTECT THE VULNERABLE 
· EXPOSE WRONGDOING · EXPLORE SOLUTIONS.  An independent media group such as theirs is necessary, the Halls 
argue, because traditional media outlets like newspapers are weakening and dwindling and “no news is bad news for our 
democracy.”  The Center has won many awards for its rigorously fact-checked investigative journalism and is increasing the 
reach of its work through an extensive paid internship program. To date, 48 former interns and fellows have moved on 
throughout the country and the world using skills and insights they gained at the Center.  The Halls cited stories from 
Wisconsin exposing human trafficking, inmates in solitary confinement (in one case 27 years in a cell the size of a parking 
space), and concerns about football concussions as examples of the kinds of investigations their Center can conduct free of 
pressure to make a profit.   
   Our thanks to Andy & Dee Hall for speaking to us and to Jocelyn Riley for providing this review article.  If you missed our 
meeting this week, you can watch the video here.        
 

Annual Fund Drive Kick-Off 
   This year’s annual Fund Drive to benefit our Madison Rotary Foundation was 
kicked-off by Fund Drive Chair Herman Baumann during our October 2nd meeting.  
All members present received a mailing and pledge sheet at the meeting (mailed 
out to those not in attendance.)   
   Herman is emphasizing the Fellowship of Giving which makes our community a better place.  Together, we 
are helping countless children and families with projects and programs that provide food, shelter, clothing, health 
care and other services to those in need. 
  We have a goal of $150,000, and we are pleased to announced that all club board and foundation trustees have already 
made a commitment to this year’s drive.  Please send your contribution to the Rotary office today. 
 

 
 

In Memory of John Larson 
   We are sorry to report the death of long-time member John Larson who passed away on September 
30 at the age of 78. John was a second generation Rotarian.  He joined our Rotary Club in 1970 and 
was chairman of National Guardian Life, retiring in 2017.   He maintained 100% attendance until 2013 
when his health would no longer allow for regular attendance at our Rotary meetings.  John was a Paul 
Harris Fellow.   
   Our Rotary Club has made a contribution to the Madison Rotary Foundation to establish a John 
Larson Memorial Fund.  Anyone wishing to make a gift may send a contribution to Madison Rotary 
Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703. 

   We extend our sympathies to his wife, Sherri, and to his family. 
 

 
 

Meet Our New Members 
Emily E. Gruenewald has been loaned the classification of Arts-Performing and is vice president of 
development for the Overture Center for the Arts.  She is a former Rotarian at Janesville from 2008-2011.  
She was born in Monroe, Wisconsin, and currently lives with her husband, Dan, in Edgerton.  They have two 
daughters.  Emily holds a BA degree cum laude from the University of Minnesota and an MBA degree from 
UW-Whitewater.  She is a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals of which she is also a 
past board member.  Emily also served as a board member of the Friends of the Hedberg Public Library in 
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Janesville.  Emily enjoys running marathons, boating, going to museums and performances with her family and reading.  
Linda Baldwin O’Hern is her sponsor. 
 

Debra A. Lange has been loaned the classification of Consulting and is owner of Lange Consulting.  She 
was born in Mauston and came to Madison last year from Washington D.C.  She now makes her home on 
Hillside Drive in Marshall.   Deb holds a bachelor’s degree and juris doctorate degree from Marquette 
University.  She also holds a master’s degree from Northwestern University.  She serves on the board of 
Madison Area Care for the Homeless and was previously active on a number of volunteer boards in 

Washington D.C.  Deb enjoys scuba diving, mountain climbing, traveling and music.  Bill White and Allen Arntsen are Deb’s 
sponsors. 
 

   Reginald Nnazor has been loaned the classification of Education and is president and CEO of the 
International Partnership for Inclusive Education and Development.  He is a former Rotarian at Beavercreek, 
Ohio, from 2014-2019.  He was born in Nigeria.  Reggie and his wife, Agatha, who is a former Rotary 
International Ambassadorial Scholar, make their home on Harrison Street in Madison.  They have two adult 
sons.  Reggie earned an undergraduate degree in English and education from the University of Nigeria and 
continued his studies to earn a master’s degree in educational administration from the University of Victoria in 

Canada.  He also holds a doctorate degree in higher education from the University of British Columbia in Vancouver.  He is 
a member of the Society for International Development. He is also a member of the Madison Committee on Foreign 
Relations and the Wisconsin Association of International Educators.  Reggie and Agatha co-founded the Nnazor Education 
and Community Development Foundation in Nigeria in 2000 which is designed to improve adult literacy and education for 
women in rural areas.  Reggie enjoys birdwatching, listening to music from other cultures and philosophy.  Perry Henderson 
is Reggie’s sponsor. 
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Pints for Polio Event October 24th at Great Dane Pubs in Madison 
  October 24th is World Polio Day and to celebrate, all Madison Great Dane Pubs 
will be donating $1 to Rotary’s Polio Plus Fund for every pint, crowler, growler and 6 
pack sold that day. Every dollar donated will be matched by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  
   All Rotary members are encouraged to help support this event and attend with 
families and friends! 
  If you want to have a pint or a meal with other Rotarians from our Club and their 
guests, stop by the Great Dane Pub’s downtown location at 123 Doty Street on 
October 24th from 5:30 – 6:30 pm. 

 
Veterans Fellowship Group Tours Memorial at Maple Bluff on September 26, 2019 

     
 
   Our club's Veterans Fellowship Group gathered at the Maple Bluff Veterans Memorial for a tour with fellow Rotarian Ellis 
Waller serving as their guide on September 26. Ellis talked about the process of developing, funding and building the 
Memorial. Afterwards, the group went to the beautiful home of Ellis and Katie Waller for fellowship, drinks and hors 
d'oeuvres. Their hospitality was stupendous! 
 

Cultural Awareness Fellowship - Exploring Armenian Culture on September 26, 2019 
(submitted by Janine O'Rourke) 
 

       
 
   Did you know that Armenia is known as the “Land of Churches” with over 4000 churches? Or that the Kingdom of Armenia 
was the first state to adopt Christianity as its official religion in the early 4th century? The Cultural Awareness Fellowship 
Group learned this and much more on September 26. Twenty Rotarians and family members experienced homemade 
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cuisine and learned the deep history of Armenia. We feasted on a 4 course meal prepared by Helen Bryan, wife of Rotarian 
Al. Helen grew up in Armenia and shared recipes passed down through her family including lentil soup, dolma and gata 
pastry for dessert. Following dinner Helen shared background on the cuisine and culture. Dr. Ari Sekeryan, guest speaker 
for the evening, shared a historical perspective on Armenia, explaining 2000 years of history in less than 30 minutes. The 
evening was coordinated by Majid Sarmadi, chair for the fellowship group. A big thank you to Helen, Majid and the other 
volunteers for a wonderful evening of fellowship! 
 

Wine Fellowship Event at Square Wine on September 30 
 
 
   Our clubs Wine Fellowship Group met at the Square Wine Company 
in Madison for a wine and cheese tasting event on Monday, September 
30.  The cheeses were made available thanks to Fromagination.  A 
good time was had by all!  Our thanks to fellowship chair, Mike Wilson, 
for making the arrangements for this tasting event.  For more photos, 
visit our club’s Facebook page. 
 
 
 

 

                 Members in the News 
 Suresh Chandra and Reena Chandra Rajpal were interviewed by Neil Heinen on his program “For the 

Record” on September 22, and they were also interviewed by Carol Koby on WIBA’s radio program, “All 
About Living” on September 28.   Both programs focused on the issue of avoidable blindness and 
Combat Blindness International’s 35 year Anniversary Celebration as well as World Sight Day on October 
10, 2019.  

 Willie Larkin has joined Edgewood College and will serve in the role of Chief of Staff and Diversity 
Officer.  Madison 365 9/24 

 Charles Tubbs was quoted in an article about a grant that would honor his son, C.J. Tubbs, and be used 
to enhance community-based mental health and addition services in Dane County.  Cheryl Wittke was 
also quoted in the article.  WSJ 9/25 

 

               Happy Birthday! 
 Oct. 6 -- Stephen Ehlke -- Adm. Date:  1/9/2013   Judiciary.  Dane County Circuit Court       

 Oct. 6 -- Gerry Ring -- Adm. Date:  8/1/1973   Real Estate.  Park Towne Development Corporation  
Director 1982-84    PHF 

 Oct. 7 -- Dave Dadds -- Adm. Date:  9/6/2017   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired.   Formerly Rotarian at Peoria, IL and Madison 2004-10   

 Oct. 8 -- TJ Blitz -- Adm. Date:  12/7/2011   Real Estate.  CresaPartners    Former member Madison 
East   

 Oct. 10 -- Ralph Hawley -- Adm. Date:  11/9/1977   Health Services-Retired.  PHF (6) 

 Oct. 10 -- Jane Wegenke -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2001   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired.    Sgt.-at-Arms 2004-05; Director 2008-10    PHF (4) 

 Oct. 11 -- Willie Larkin -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2017   Community Services.  Former member Auburn, AL 
1992-2006; Madison Rotary 2008-10   
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Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Millner, Regina at London 9/26; Yuska, Ken at WT-Middleton 9/20 & Lodi 9/27 
 

Guest List for October 2, 2019 
Lauren Fuhrmann, Emily Neinfeldt & Barbara Johnson of Program Committee; Jim Kramer of Perry Henderson; Michelle 
Orge of Nasra Wehelie; Janet Dyer, Michelle Herring, Jean O’Leary & Cristine Reid of Goodman/Rotary Committee; Taylor 
Kilgore of Greg Everts; Gail Kohl of Carol Toussaint; Joy Cardin of Joan Collins; Tara Conger of Victor Rodriguez; Aaron 
Mullin of Valerie Johnson 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for October 2, 2019 
Ann Albert from WT-Middleton 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

10/03/2018 480 358 339 (139) 94.69% 

10/02/2019 463 356 330 (132) 92.70% 
 
 

REMINDER THAT OUR OCTOBER 9 ROTARY LUNCHEON IS AT  
THE ALLIANT ENERGY CENTER’S EXHIBITION HALL C 
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