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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 May 15 
Prof. Marah Curtis 
Addressing 
Homelessness--  
Nationally and Statewide: 
What Do We Know? 

 May 22 
Christian Overland 
Plans for a New, 
Downtown Madison, State 
of WI History Museum 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for May 3, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
May 8 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel: Annual Rotary Youth 
Awards Program 
   Next Wednesday, May 8, at the Park Hotel, our Rotary Club will honor 48 Madison area 
high school students at its 50th Annual Rotary Youth Awards Program.  The Youth Awards 
Program recognizes students in nine different award categories for their accomplishments 
in academics, leadership and community service.   
   The Rotary Youth Awards Committee chaired by Rick Kiley is pleased to present this 
wonderful group of amazing young people to our club.  Each of them will receive a 
certificate and monetary award.  Please join us on May 8!   
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday 
noon (phone 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org).     
 

 

Governor Tony Evers — At the Heart of It 
   Being a past Rotarian when he was a private citizen, Governor Tony Evers opened with some personal observations. 
First, he applauded the audience for their civic mindedness and stressed the importance we play as role models for our 
young people. Second, he talked about the small private liabilities of being in a major public position. For instance, he asked 
how do you sell a car? It took him and his wife over a month to figure that out. In summary of his private life, he said, “I try to 
figure it out; not worry; keep steady.” 
   The Governor focused on questions of the budget in his formal presentation. His budget/funding goals include: 

1. The Transportation System. Wisconsin ranks low, somewhere between #48 and #50. Transportation issues 
include biking, walking, and mass transit. 

 

2. Health Care. He has a plan to infuse 1.6 million dollars to invest in, among other things, good baby and mom 
care, opioid treatment, and the health of children suffering from lead poisoning.  As an aside he mentioned that 
frustrations include answering questions such as, “why spend all that money on those kids” (who are eating 
lead paint from their walls)?! 

 

3. Education, which is underfunded to the point of threatening the stature of the UW-Madison. Frustrations here 
include having to explain why professors are an important resource and why kids with disabilities or who speak 
English as a second language deserve a financial commitment. 

 

4. Criminal Justice Reform. Wisconsin has too many people sentenced to prison for non-violent crimes. We 
need urban area programs to help them rather than focusing on sentencing. 

   Some of these issues were elaborated during the Q & A. For instance, regarding education he was asked about in-state 
tuition for dreamers. He replied, “I think we’ll win that argument…. In-state tuition (and driver’s permits) are important - a no 
brainer.” 
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   When asked about steps to stop abuses of minorities in school and housing, he emphasized the importance of 
conversations at the local and state levels. As he visited schools and communities in the past two weeks, he asked 
personnel and students if they thought racism was worse now than ever before. The answer was an unfortunate, 
resounding, “Yes!” The Governor emphasizes that we must acknowledge the problem, examine what is in our hearts, look 
at what we can do as individuals as well as groups, and accept our civic responsibilities for making a difference. 
   So, Governor, you were anything but dull today. From your heart and our hearts, we acknowledge the problems and 
resolve to move forward with respect and good will.  
  Our thanks to Gov. Evers for speaking at our club meeting this week and to Ellie Schatz for preparing this review article.  
Our thanks also to WisconsinEye for videotaping our meeting this week.  You can watch the video here. 
 

Welcome Our New Member 
Brian H. Potts has been loaned the classification of Law and is a partner at Perkins Coie LLP.  He is a 
native of Boston and came to Madison from Berkeley, California in 2005.  He and his wife, Abigail West, 
make their home on Shorewood Boulevard in Madison and have one son and one daughter.  Brian holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Central College; a juris doctorate degree from Vermont Law School; and an 
advanced law certification from UC Berkeley. Brian provides pro bono legal counsel to several local 
nonprofits.  He enjoys writing opinion pieces and articles and has had a number of articles published on 
the topics of energy and environmental law topics.  In 2016 he invented the first and only keyboard by 

lawyers for lawyers called the LegalBoard. He enjoys tennis and ping pong.  His sponsors are Donna Moreland and Trey 
Sprinkman. 

 
 

 
In Memory of Virginia 
Henderson 
Virginia Henderson passed away on 
April 27th at the age of 87.  She was a 
school psychologist with the Madison 

Metropolitan School District, retiring in 
1997.  She joined our Rotary Club in 

1995 and was active on many club 
committees.  Virginia was a recipient of several Rotary 
awards, and we honored her just 3 months ago with the 
Rotary International Avenues of Service Citation.  She 
also received our club’s Senior Service Award along with 
her husband, Perry, who is also a member of our club. 
Our club has made a $100 contribution to the Madison 
Rotary Foundation to establish a memorial fund in 
Virginia’s name.  Anyone wishing to make a gift in her 
memory can send their contributions to the Madison 
Rotary Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, 
Madison, WI 53703.  We express our sincere sympathy 
to Perry and to their family. 

 
 

 
In Memory of Brooks 
Becker 

Brooks Becker passed away on 
April 28th at the age of 87.  He joined 

our Rotary Club in 1982 and was former CEO of RMT.  
He also headed the Air and Solid Waste Management 
division of the Dept. of Natural Resources.   He and his 
wife, fellow Rotarian Mary Helen Becker, enjoyed being 
regular players in our Rotary Bridge group for many 
years.  Our club has made a $100 donation to our 
Madison Rotary Foundation to establish a memorial fund 
in his name.  Anyone wishing to make a gift in his 
memory can send their contributions to the Madison 
Rotary Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, 
Madison, WI 53703.  We express our sincere sympathy 
to Mary Helen and to their family. 
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New Gift to Brand Scholarship Fund 
   As many of you know, we have 16 named scholarship funds.  The initial funds were established by estate gifts, and Nate 
Brand was the first non-estate donor to create a scholarship fund within our Madison Rotary Foundation in 2002.  He 
continued to add to this fund over the years and, just before his death two weeks ago, he had made an additional $100,000 
gift.  With this new $100,000 gift, the total in his scholarship fund is $873,000.  
   Nate was a dedicated member of Rotary for 40 years, and he also showed a deep commitment to our community. He was 
proud to be able to see 12 young men and women, many of them being the first in their families, to graduate with college 
degrees due to the financial assistance they received from his scholarship fund.  He was changing lives, and he wanted to 
help even more students.  His additional gift will do just that.  We look forward to meeting the new Brand Scholar as part of 
the 2019 Madison Rotary Foundation Scholarship Program here at Rotary at the end of this month. 
   Thank you to Nate who has left a lasting legacy by providing the gift of education to young people in our community.  

 
Seeking Mentors for 2019 Rotary Scholars 
Would you like to be a mentor-liaison for a 2019 Rotary scholar? It is a commitment of 4 or more years, but 
does not involve a lot of time. Tasks include: 

 Establish a means of communication and a schedule for staying in touch. This could range from monthly to 
quarterly or biannually, depending on student needs and agreed upon goals from year to year. 

 Provide encouragement and make connections for academic and career development. 

 Give advice if asked or if you become aware that the student needs help. 

 Invite to an occasional Rotary meeting (e.g. over winter or summer vacations). 

 Invite to lunch or for coffee on occasion, or to a special event (concerts, sports games, picnics, etc.). 
Upcoming Activities:  

 Meet the student you will mentor at our May 29 Rotary luncheon and sit in on a meeting that day with all 
Rotary scholars at Park Hotel (meeting will last approximately10-15 minutes). 

 Attend a training meeting on June 5 at 1:10 pm (after Rotary) at the Park Hotel.  This informational session on 
mentoring our scholars should last no more than 45 minutes. 

 Set up an initial meeting with your scholar in June or July.  At this meeting establish an agreed upon system 
for ongoing communications, discuss what mentorship means, and arrange for the first communication after the 
scholar starts school.  Review the student's statement of commitment to the mentorship program with him/her. 

 Attend our annual Scholar-Mentor picnic on Sunday, June 23, from 3:00 – 5:00 pm at Nancy Young’s Home. 

 Assure contact in September when scholar begins school. 
   If you are interested in becoming a mentor to one of our 2019 Rotary scholars, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 
or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.  
 

Rotary International Foundation Campaign Runs During Month of May 
   At the May 1 Rotary luncheon, Fund Campaign Chair Donna Moreland kicked-off our annual fund drive to support the 
Rotary International Foundation.   
   As Donna announced, we have a goal of raising $50,000 which is an average of $100 per member.  We need to reach 
$50,000 in order for our club to be able to qualify for matching funds, and we need matching funds for our Change HERstory 
project in Ghana.  If we raise $50,000, we are then eligible for matching funds which brings in an additional $75,000.  If we 
do not hit $50,000, our International Projects & Programs Committee will lose out on the opportunity for the additional 
$75,000 in matching dollars. 
  Members in attendance on May 1 received an envelope and pledge form with their name badges. If you were not present, 
the envelope has been mailed to you. 
   We made the goal last year.  Help us achieve it again this year!  The campaign runs through the month of May. 
   As an added incentive, we are once again able to provide matching points towards a Paul Harris Fellow for gifts of $100 
up to $500 due to several Rotarians offering their Paul Harris points.  Details about it are noted on the pledge form. 
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OUR SYMPATHIES…. 
Chuck Dorgan’s wife, Joan, passed away on April 23.  We extend our condolences to Chuck and to his 
family. 

 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 May 7 -- Terry Anderson -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2000   Government-State-Retired.    Director 2005-09.  

President 2007-08. 100% Attendance since 6/7/2000  Formerly Rotarian at Pierre, SD 1995-2000  
PHF (6) 

 May 9 -- Paul Jensen -- Adm. Date:  6/30/1960   Manufacturing-Retired.  Capital Fittings Corp.    
Formerly Rotarian at Adrian, MI and Northfield, MN  PHF 

 May 9 -- Ranette Maurer -- Adm. Date:  10/3/2007   Hotels.  Hilton Madison Monona Terrace       

 May 9 -- Janet Piraino -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2012   Consulting.  State Director, US Se. Tammy Baldwin       

 May 9 -- Bob Shumaker -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2002   Law.  DeWitt Ross & Stevens S.C.  Director 
2013-15    PHF (10) 

 May 11 -- Rob Stroud -- Adm. Date:  11/19/1980   Law.  Stroud Willink & Howard, LLC  Director 
1985-87 and 1988-91, President 1989-90; District Governor 2012-13.  Ass't Treasurer 2002 to date.  
100% Attendance since 7/1/2001    PHF (19) 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Edinger, Dave at Prairie due Chien 4/12; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 4/26; Smith, Larry at Horizons 1/22 & 3/19; at WT-
Middleton 4/5; & at West 4/25 
 

Guest List for May 1, 2019 
David Casey & Peter Barca of Mike Casey; Nate Brand, Jr. of Regina Millner; Denise DeMarb, Joe Kollar, Julie Lussier & 
Halley Pucker of Susan Schmitz; John Croake of Frank Stein; Steve Cairns of Joan Collins; Chandra Miller Fienen of 
Megan Ballard; Maria Papas Heide, Natalie Worcester, Michael Neiman, Taylor Eilers, McKenzie Halling, Marcy Desotelle, 
Jacob Benning & John Kerns of Rotaract Advisory Committee; Steve Sprindis of Martha Sullivan; Chase Rudy of Haley 
Saalsaa; Lauri Asbury of Margaret Murphy; Merle Greymiller of Joe Bartol; Amanda Riek of Jessica Giesen; Steve Ziegler of 
Joan Ziegler; Loyd Biddle of Deborah Biddle; Karin Krause of Tammy Taylor; Martin Rouse of Mary Rouse; Nicole Sandoval 
& Amparo Moneno of Sandy Morales; Nicholas Bartell of Jeff & Angela Bartell; Ryan Farrell of Dan Larson; Greg Banks of 
Amber Frantz; Tom Young of Jim Gilmore; Diane Abushhiwa & Sarah Elsaid of Fred Mohs; Lynne Judd of Roth Judd; Dan 
O’Connell & Dave Ginger of Mary Wright; Tony Lawson & Erin Jenson of Vicki Holschuh; Stacie Reece of Dick Pearson; 
Jonathan Jaffery if Juli Aulik; Kathleen & Ginny Yuska of Ken Yuska; Dylan Rindo & Liz Doyle of Anthony Gray; Bonnie 
Block of Bob Block; Laurie Liebhart; Ann Ahearn of Jim Ahearn; Kate Sullivan & Michael Carlson of Ellen Carlson; Adam 
Sodstern of James Tye; Michael Guns of Gary Klein; Jerry Sternberg & Merle Sternberg of Jim Ruhly; Sara Flynn of Shary 
Kato; Carolyn Bernhardt of Norv Bernhardt; Sara Conrad-Kleinschmidt of John Bonsett-Veal; Anna Moffit of Scott Strong 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for May 1, 2019 
Martin Lackey from Waunakee 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

05/02/2018 505 392 375 (148) 94.90% 

05/01/2019 476 377 380 (117) 100.80% 
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