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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 April 10 
Joel Plant 
Frank Productions: A 
Changing Biz, Getting 
Bigger  (at The Sylvee) 

 April 17 
Sandra Gajic 
Overture Now and 
Tomorrow 

 April 24 
Alfred McCoy 
In the Shadows of the 
American Century: The 
Rise and Decline of US 
Global Power 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for March 29, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
April 3 Rotary Meeting at the Park Hotel 
Allen Ebert, Lynn Hembel, Michael Ross & Roseann Sheridan 
Overview Plans for the Madison Youth Arts Center 

                
 
   Join us next week, April 3, at the Park Hotel, when Rotarians and guests will hear from 
guest speakers Allen Ebert, Lynn Hembel, Michael Ross and Roseann Sheridan 
about “a place where kids from every neighborhood in Madison and beyond will make 
connections across geographic and socioeconomic lines, spark friendships, learn and 
build community—a vibrant, collaborative, inviting space that will inspire the next 
generation of creative thinkers, empathetic leaders and thoughtful citizens.” 
   Allen Ebert is the Executive Director at the Children’s Theater of Madison and a fellow 

Rotarian in our club.  Prior to CTM, he was the Production Manager at UW-Madison, his alma mater, where he was an 
integral part of the project team for the renovations of Union South and Memorial Union.  He is excited to be working 
alongside a great team to design and build an amazing facility that will forever change the landscape of youth arts in south 
central Wisconsin.    
   When Madison Youth Choirs succeeded in teaching her whistling boys how to sing, Lynn Hembel became MYC’s biggest 
fan and eventually their Managing Director, a role she has embraced for the past six years.  She enjoys thinking 
strategically, especially with regard to young people and how to expand their opportunities to explore the arts. She lives in 
New Glarus with her husband Chad, and pictures of her singing boys who are now in college.  
   Michael Ross has worked for the Madison Youth Choirs since 2003, first as Artistic Director, and since 2013 as 
Artistic/Executive Director. He was previously the Music Department Chair and Vocal Music Teacher at Madison West High 
School. Michael has also taught at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Summer Music Clinic, conducted the University 
Chorus at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and led the former Basso Continuo choir of the Madison Boychoir. 
   Roseann Sheridan has served as Artistic Director of Children’s Theater of Madison since 2007, where she has directed 
over 24 productions. Under her leadership, the company has garnered critical acclaim for its diversity of programming, 
educational offerings and artistic aesthetic.  Prior to CTM, she enjoyed a 17-year career at American Players Theatre, 
where she was Producer and Associate Artistic Director.   
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 608-255-9164). 
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WI Supreme Court Candidate Judge Brian Hagedorn 
   On Wednesday, March 27, Steve Walters, Senior Producer at WisconsinEye, moderated a Question and Answer session 
with Wisconsin Supreme Court candidate Brian Hagedorn, a Court of Appeals judge who serves in the court's Waukesha-
based District II. While both Supreme Court candidates were invited to speak, Judge Lisa Neubauer had another 
commitment and declined Rotary’s invitation. Per our policy on inviting candidates to speak (see our March 8 newsletter for 
the policy), a person from Neubauer’s campaign was invited to attend and distribute campaign materials in the back of the 
room.  
   Rotary members were invited prior to the program to submit questions for Judge Hagedorn, and these were passed on to 
Walters for consideration. In addition to providing an opening and closing statement, Hagedorn responded to the following 
questions, including some that referred to his comments at a recent Milwaukee Press Club forum: 

1. You quoted Alexander Hamilton who said the judiciary should be the “least dangerous” branch of government, and 
then you said, “That’s not really where we are at nowadays.” Please explain what you meant by that. 

2. In several forums you have asked Judge Neubauer to cite specific examples where your personal beliefs influenced 
an opinion you wrote. At one event she said you “acted on your beliefs” by starting a school with a code or mission 
statement that discriminates. You have said there has been a “lot of misreporting” on the school, so please set the 
record straight. 

3. Given your blog statements on same-sex marriage and bestiality when you were a law school student, how you would 
convince members of the LGBTQ community and their supporters to vote for you?  

4. Wisconsin Supreme Court Rule 60.03 governs the behavior of all Wisconsin judges and requires a judge to avoid the 
appearance of impropriety at all times, whether on the bench or off, as well as the appearance of impropriety as 
judged from the standpoint of a reasonable person. Given your previous statements about marriage equality and 
Planned Parenthood, can those appearing before you on any case involving either of those groups see you as 
impartial? 

5. You have said of your opponent, “I don’t have a problem with people having any kind of political background coming 
onto the court [but] she (Neubauer) has far more political background than I do.” Please explain what you meant by 
that. 

6. About your time working for Governor Walker, you have said, “I didn’t do politics. I did law. I was his lawyer. I didn’t 
make any decisions.” But you participated in the drafting of Act 10, restricting the role of public unions, as well as Act 
2, making it more difficult to sue nursing homes for negligence or malpractice. If matters related to either of these or 
other laws you had a part in drafting were to come before the court, would you recuse yourself? 

7. Do you consider these cases to be settled law: Roe v. Wade, the 2015 U.S. Supreme Court decision allowing same 
sex marriage, and the Washington, DC, case affirming individual gun ownership as a 2nd Amendment right?   

8. How would you approach the constitutional question of “first impression”? 
9. If ethical complaints are filed against a Supreme Court justice, and all or most of the justices recuse themselves from 

the matter, what should happen to that complaint? 
10. You have said that one of the biggest challenges for the courts is fighting the opioid crisis. Explain how the Supreme 

Court can address that problem. 
   To hear Hagedorn’s answers in his own words, and to find other candidate interviews, go to Wisconsin Eye’s coverage on 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court. 
   Our thanks to Wisconsin Supreme Court Candidate Judge Hagedorn for appearing before our club this week and to 
Andrea Kaminski for preparing this review article.  We’d also like to thank WisconsinEye for videotaping our meeting this 
week, and if you missed our meeting, you can watch the video here. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://wiseye.org/2019/03/27/rotary-club-of-madison-supreme-court-candidate-judge-brian-hagedorn/


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 3 of 6 
 

 

Tara Grays, Linda Dolezalek & Beth Prochaska Linda Dolezalek & Ken Yuska Haley Saalsaa & Charles McLimans 

New Member Event Held at The Madison Club on March 26 
--submitted by Jessica Giesen; photos by Megan Ballard 

                      
 

 

   On March 26th, a New Members event was held at The Madison Club where seventeen Rotary members met for coffee, a 
presentation by President Jason Beren and a fun round of Rotary BINGO where members had to seek out information from 
one another to guess which “fun fact” in each square belonged to which member in the crowd. 
   Did you know that Charles McLimans once clinked champagne glasses at a cocktail party with the one and only Oprah? 
Or, that Tom Popp danced the night away at a Phish concert on New Years Eve at Madison Square Garden? And there’s 
probably only one member of the Rotary Club of Madison who can make the claim that she successfully negotiated 
releasing a dead cow as collateral in order to save a business deal from falling through at the eleventh hour – and that’s 
Tara Grays. 
   The event was a lovely way for new members to get to know each other as well as longer-standing members in 
attendance. 
   Our members have such a broad range of experiences and are surely not lacking in stories and accomplishments! 
   For more photos, visit our club’s Facebook page. 
 

 
Change HERstory Project in Ghana Update 
   During our March 27 Rotary luncheon, Karen Kendrick-Hands and 
Megan Ballard took a few minutes to provide highlights from their 
recent trip to Ghana to see first-hand our Change HERstory project 
and how it is working to keep girls in school throughout the entire 
year.   Larry Hands, Karen’s husband, also traveled with the group 
that was led by Mary Crave. 
    
 
 

 

Next Group Trip to Ghana Planned for Oct 21 – Nov. 1 
   We have another group trip planned for October 21 – November 1, 2019 (12 days), and the group will be led once again 
by Mary Crave who has led our two previous group trips to Ghana.  If you are interested in learning more details about it 
and hearing from past travelers, plan to attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, April 17, at 1:10 pm at the 
Park Hotel. 
 

Karen Kendrick-Hands and Megan Ballard shown here with 
women making menstrual hygiene kits in Ghana 
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Rotary Youth Exchange Update 
   Vheneka Magazi, our Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Harare, Zimbabwe, arrived in 
Madison in January, just before the frigid cold temperatures hit our area.  On March 27, 
Vheneka provided members with an update on activities since he has arrived.  He has tried 
snowboarding and ice skating as well as attending a UW Badger Men’s Basketball Game and 
an event at The Overture.  Vheneka is currently being hosted by President Jason Beren and 
his wife, Erin Luken, and he welcomes additional opportunities to be invited to outings with 
Rotarians and their families. 
 
 

 

 

Our Racial Equity & Inclusion Committee Invites Rotarians to Racial Equity Book 
Read Group 
When: Sundays: 2:00 - 3:30pm. 

 April 7: The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Dr. Isabel Wilkinson. 

 May 5: Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America by Dr. Michael Eric Dyson. 

 June 2: White Fragility: Why is it so Hard for White People to Talk about Racism by Robin DiAngelo. 
   Please read the book prior to the event. All available on audiobook. Sessions facilitated by Rotarian Eugenia Sherman 
Brown. 
   Purpose: To learn more about the African-American experience and to create a safe space to talk about 
racial issues. 
   Location: "The Oaks" Community Room; Oakwood Village, 6201 Mineral Point Road on Madison’s west side (enter at 
"Heritage Oaks" entrance, follow the signs). Lemonade provided. Feel free to bring a snack to share. 
   If you plan to attend, send an email to:  EugeniaSBrown@gmail.com. 

 
Going Green Fellowship Group Invites Members To Hear About UN Climate 
Conference -- April 3 – Park Hotel – 1:10 pm 
   Karen Kendrick-Hands, and her husband, Larry Hands, traveled to Katowice, Poland, December 2 – 14 where Karen 
had the opportunity to be Rotary International’s first observer delegate to the UN Climate talks. Karen will be providing a 
report about her experiences at the conference during our club’s next Going Green Fellowship Group meeting on 
Wednesday, April 3, at 1:10 pm at the Park Hotel.  The room location will be posted that day, and all interested members 
are invited to attend and hear Karen’s report.   
   Karen also has a blog that posted her experiences, and we encourage interested members to read about her experiences: 
https://www.esrag.org/news.  

Sign-up for Committee and Fellowship Groups for 2019-2020 
   It is time for the annual sign-up for committees and fellowship groups.  Note that your current committee and 
fellowship group assignments do not continue after the end of the Rotary year (June 30), so use these links to 
complete fill-in forms:   2019 20 Committee Sign-Up Form      2019 20 Fellowship Sign-Up Form 
   Please return your completed forms to the Rotary office via rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9007 or mail or 
drop them off at the next Rotary luncheon.   
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Do You Have Any Roster Updates? 
  Also note that if you have any updates to your business or home listing since last July, advise the Rotary office so your 
updates are included in the July 2019 membership roster printing. 
   Note that our membership roster is updated monthly and is available in the Member Login section of our website. 
   Thank you. 
 

Members in the News 
 Curt Brink was interviewed on Channel 3000 regarding proposed plans for an 11-story building at 929 E. 

Washington Avenue.  3/25 

 Bryan Chan and Rich Lynch were pictured at Madison Magazine’s 2019 Best of Madison Business 
Awards event.  Apr 19 

 Fred Mohs was pictured and quoted in an Isthmus cover story article about planning for a new Historical 
Society Museum.   Mar 21-27 

 

Wishing You A Happy Birthday! 
 Apr. 1 -- Ron Jahnke -- Adm. Date:  4/22/1987   Construction-Retired.  R.J. Nickles Inc.      PHF (2) 

 Apr. 1 -- Bill Zeinemann -- Adm. Date:  2/9/2011   Cultural Institutions.  Monona Terrace Community & 
Convention Center       

 Apr. 2 -- Nick Curran -- Adm. Date:  6/4/2014   Accounting.  Numbers 4 Nonprofits    Former member 
Madison South 2004-07  PHF 

 Apr. 2 -- Lori Kay -- Adm. Date:  11/18/1987   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support.  
University of Wisconsin  Director 1997-99    PHF (2) 

 Apr. 2 -- Philip Petrowski -- Adm. Date:  4/4/2012   Brokerage & Investments.  Blackhorn Partners      
PHF (3) 

 Apr. 2 -- Carol Toussaint -- Adm. Date:  12/16/1987   Community Services.    Director 1989-91, President 
1992-93    PHF (8) 

 Apr. 3 -- Dick Pearson -- Adm. Date:  4/29/1987   Engineering.  Pearson Forensic Engineering, LLC  
Director 2012-14    PHF (3) 

 Apr. 4 -- Steve Wallman -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2005   Brokerage & Investments-Retired.        PHF (4) 

 Apr. 5 -- Loretta Himmelsbach -- Adm. Date:  6/7/1995   Community Services-Retired.    Sgt.-At-Arms 
2001-02;  Director 2004-06; 100% Attendance since 6/7/1995  Formerly Rotarian at Springfield, IL  PHF 
(7) 

 Apr. 6 -- Dave Baskerville -- Adm. Date:  4/6/1994   Consulting.  Baskerville International Ltd.    Former 
member at Tokyo 1984 - 1992  PHF (2) 

 Apr. 6 -- Rock Flowers -- Adm. Date:  11/23/1966   Manufacturing-Retired.    Director 1976-78 Winter 
Res is BUS.    PHF 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Amato, Nino at San Francisco, CA 3/8 & Prescott, AZ 3/15; Franzen, Mike at Sedona, AZ 3/19; Koritzinsky, Allan at Tucson, 
AZ 3/20; Koritzinsky, Kathy at Tucson, AZ 3/20; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 3/22; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 3/15;  
Smith, Larry at Horizons 3/19 
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Guest List for March 27, 2019 
Vheneka Magazi of RYE Committee; Christina Hagedorn, Nappy Napolitani, Steve Walters & Morgan Norton of Program 
Committee; Mary Crave of the Int’l Projects & Programs Committee; Elise Godlstein & Natalie Worcester of Rotaract 
Advisory Committee; Jeff Olson of Anita Mahamed; Debra Lange of Bill White; Scott Forester of Susan Schmitz; Molly 
McGrath of Jessica Giesen 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for March 27, 2019 
Bob Menefee from Hartland 

 
Attendance Record 
 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

03/28/2018 500 374 327 (118) 87.43% 

03/27/2019 477 357 316 (131) 88.52% 
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