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The Madison, WI Rotary News for March 1, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
March 6 Rotary Meeting at the Park Hotel 
Michael Stevens: The Making of Pioneer 
Wisconsin 
   Between the mid 1830s and the 1850s, nearly three quarters of 
a million people moved to Wisconsin. In his new book, The 
Making of Pioneer Wisconsin, guest speaker Michael Stevens 
will tell the migration experience through the words of ordinary 
people at our Rotary luncheon on Wednesday, March 6, at the 
Park Hotel. How did it feel to decide to move, adapt, and create a new society? Meet 
an excited young man who is delighted by the abundance of food in Wisconsin; or a 
teenage girl who missed her schoolmates; or immigrants who worried about their 
children forgetting their old language. It is easy to think of the first generation of settlers 
as stiff, cardboard figures as they appear in their portraits. By exploring their joys, sorrows and humor, we come to 
understand their lives and even a little more about our own.      
   Michael Stevens is Wisconsin State Historian Emeritus. Prior to retiring in 2013, Stevens worked at the Wisconsin 
Historical Society and at the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. He holds a PhD in history from UW-
Madison; has been a visiting history professor at Marquette University; and has published fifteen books and more than thirty 
articles. Stevens serves on federal commissions advising the National Archives and the National Park Service and on the 
Fitchburg Landmarks Commission.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 

 

The Wisconsin Historical Society Press will sell copies of Michael Stevens’ book immediately following our March 6 luncheon at the 
Park Hotel at a cost of $18.95 per book.  He will be available to sign your copy if you wish.  Our thanks to the Wisconsin Historical 
Society Press who will donate the proceeds from these book sales to our Madison Rotary Foundation. 

 
Increasing Religious Literacy at UW-Madison 
   Our guest speaker, Dr. Ulrich Rosenhagen, is the Director of Religion and Global Citizenry at UW-Madison. He received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Heidelberg in 2012 and is an author and researcher.  
   The mission of The Center for Religion and Global Citizenry (CRGC) is to increase UW-Madison students’ religious 
literacy and their facility for communicating across boundaries of faith so that they may function effectively as citizens of a 
religiously diverse world. This is achieved via two programs: The Interfaith Fellows Programs and The Interdisciplinary 
Religious Group. 
   The Center was established in August of 2017 after the closing of the Lubar Institute for the Study of Abrahamic Religions 
in June of 2016. The Center hopes to grow to become the hub for discussion of religious pluralism on the UW-Madison 
Campus and the greater Madison community. The CRGC is closely collaborating with The Interfaith Network at UW-
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Madison in order to promote interreligious literacy and cooperation on campus. The Interfaith Network at UW-Madison is a 
Registered Student Organization under the Associated Students of Madison. 
   Students meet weekly for conversation and to organize campus events. An upcoming example of a campus event is on 
April 6-7, titled, ‘The Intersections of Interfaith,’ an interfaith conference that highlights intersectionality— the 
interconnectedness of our religious, spiritual or atheist identities with our social identities. Through a series of workshops, 
panels and speakers, conference participants will learn the tools of interfaith leadership and explore the way identity shapes 
and complicates interfaith dialogue and activism. Because interfaith dialogue brings our identities into close contact with the 
identities of others, thinking intersectionally is crucial. 
   After the 9/11 attacks there was more public attention on the relevance of religion and how better understanding of 
religions can help explain international conflicts and the passions fueling them.  Expertise on religious principles is needed 
for diplomacy and many believe that the United States is religious but ignorant on religions. We need to understand the 
deep emotions of religion, not only the cognitive aspects of religion. 
   During the Q&A segment, it was stated that the number of Americans who do not identify with any religion continues to 
grow at a rapid pace. One-fifth of the U.S. public – and a third of adults under 30 – are religiously unaffiliated today, the 
highest percentages ever in Pew Research Center polling. This is referred to as the rise of the “nones”. Most religiously 
unaffiliated Americans think that churches and other religious institutions benefit society by strengthening community bonds 
and aiding the poor. With few exceptions, though, the unaffiliated say they are not looking for a religion that would be right 
for them.  
   Dr. Rosenhagen helped us better understand the importance of religious literacy to our world.  
   Our thanks to Dr. Ulrich Rosenhagen for his presentation to our club this week and to Mary Borland for preparing this 
review article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video on our club’s YouTube Channel here. 
 

Welcome Interact Students! 
  Our Rotary Club currently sponsors Interact Clubs at Memorial and 
East High Schools.  During our February 27 Rotary luncheon, several 
Interact students attended.  Rob Van den Berg, chair our Interact 
Advisory Committee, introduced the students and provided a brief 
updated report on the activities of the clubs during the current school 
year.  Our club is also organizing an additional Interact Club at 
Madison West High School which is anticipating to start during the 
next school year.   
   If you know of any high school students who may be interested, 
contact our Rotary office so we can be sure they get connected to this 
new Interact Club. 
 
 
 

UW Rotaract  
   Natalie Worcester serves as our club-sponsored UW Rotaract Club’s president for this semester, 
and she presented a report during our February 27th Rotary luncheon to provide members with an 
update on the club’s activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From left: Stan Kitson, Interact Advisory Committee 
Chair Emeritus; Rob Van den Berg, Chair; Carole Trone, 
chair-elect; and Club President Jason Beren 
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Dinner & Discussion Fellowship Met Feb 21 
  Our club's Dinner & Discussion Fellowship Group meets monthly in 
the evenings for about 2 hours to have dinner and discuss in greater 
depth issues presented by our club's weekly guest speaker as well as 
other contemporary issues. This month's dinner and discussion meeting 
was held at the home of Rotarian Linn Roth on February 21. Thanks for 
hosting, Linn! 
 
 

 

Welcome Back to Ghana Travelers! 
 

   
 
   We had a small group travel to our club’s Change HERstory project in Ghana, and we welcome back Megan Ballard, 
Larry Hands and Karen Kendrick-Hands from the trip!  They will be providing an update report to our International 
Projects & Programs Committee in the coming weeks, and we look forward to receiving a summary of the trip. 
 

Veterans Assistance Grant Awards 
   During our February 27th Rotary luncheon, Mary Rouse, longtime Club member and current chair of the fledgling 
Veterans Assistance Fund Committee, and Jorge Hidalgo, a member of the committee, provided members with a report on 
grants from this fund.   
   The Veterans Assistance Fund was established by member Phil Blake and his spouse, Kit, in 2013, to assist veterans 
who are enrolled at Madison College, Edgewood and the UW-Madison. As is true with all of us, unanticipated expenses or 
emergencies come up.  In the case of veterans who are currently enrolled full time, many have no safety net at all. The 
Blakes donated $100,000 to the Rotary Foundation to set up an endowment which generates about $5,000 per year in 
interest to respond to crises or urgent requests from student veterans.   
  This year’s committee members who reviewed applications were: Mike Franzen, Jorge Hildago, Leigh Richardson, 
Mary Rouse (chair), Trey Sprinkman and Nick Topitzes. 
   Grants were provided to five students who are attending Madison College full time:  Lorence served our country as a 
Marine and was deployed to Iraq; Alexander and Patrick served in the Air Force; Cody was in the Navy; and Abdouelali has 
been a firefighter in the Air National Guard. Each received just over $1,000, and the grants helped the recipients pay rent 
and unexpected medical bills.   
   Thank you to Phil and Kit Blake for making these grants possible! 
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MRF Thanks Contributors 
  The Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following for their generous contributions:  
Majid Sarmadi – in memory of Mitch Javid’s wife, Lida. 
 

Member in the News 
 Sandra Gajic was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Overture’s First Woman CEO/President 

Strives to Make Arts Accessible For All.”  The Daily Cardinal 2/21 

 Anthony Gray was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Anthony Gray’s Affordable Housing 
Proposal Becomes a Reality.”  Madison365.com  2/21 

 Stu Levitan was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “‘Madison in the Sixties’ Details Turbulent 
Decade Beyond Protests.”  WSJ 2/24 

 Dan Stein announced his retirement from Second Harvest FoodBank at the end of 2019. Channel 15. 
2/15 

  

Wishing You A Happy Birthday! 
 Mar. 5 -- Paul Karch -- Adm. Date:  7/14/2010   Law.  Husch Blackwell LLP   PHF 

 Mar. 5 -- Carole Schaeffer -- Adm. Date:  7/2/2008   Construction.  Miron Construction Co., Inc.       

 Mar. 6 -- Jocelyn Riley -- Adm. Date:  11/3/1993   Writer.  Her Own Words      PHF 

 
Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Ballard, Megan at Koforidua, Ghana 2/13; Franzen, Mike at Surprise, AZ 2/21 & Sun City, AZ 2/22; Hands, Larry at 
Koforidua, Ghana 2/13; Kendrick-Hands, Karen at Koforidua, Ghana 2/20; Koritzinsky Allan at Tucson, AZ 2/20; Koritzinsky, 
Kathy at Tucson, AZ 2/20; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 2/22 
 

Guest List for February 27, 2019 
Sari Judge, Michal Shah, Michelle Thomas & Noa Rose of Program Committee; Natalie Worcester of Rotaract Advisory 
Committee; Jennifer Bauer of Carol Koby & Deb Gilpin; Kendall Kolb of Jorge Hidalgo; Dan Maloney, Anna Bauer, Kunsel 
Lhamo, Alexa Rademacher, Sophia Guither, Rachel Ramsey, Lydia McGowen, Max Bauman, Carleigh Drill, Emmit Milligan 
& Walter Entenmann; Charlie Bertroud of Dick Lovell; Ellen Cook of Nino Amato & George Ermert of Mike Carlson  
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

02/28/2018 500 381 355 (125) 93.18% 

02/27/2019 475 353 320 (120) 90.65% 
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