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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 February 20 
Muriel Simms 
Settlin: Stories of 
Madison’s Early African 
American Families 

 February 27 
Ulrich Rosenhagen 
Teaching Religion at a 
Public University 

 March 6 
Michael Stevens 
The Making of Pioneer 
Wisconsin 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for February 8, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
Feb. 13 Rotary Meeting at the Park Hotel 
Steven Rick:  Economic Outlook for 2019 
   Join us next Wednesday, February 13, at the Park Hotel when guest 
speaker Steven Rick will discuss how the global economy, the overall 
financial sector and the overheating labor market will affect the U.S. 
economy, and U.S. interest rates during the next two years.    

   Steven Rick is a director and the chief economist for CUNA Mutual Group in Madison. 
His primary responsibilities include conducting strategic research, analysis, and 
forecasting of the financial services industry with special emphasis on the consumer and 
credit union markets.  
   Rick publishes the Credit Union Trends Report, a monthly “pulse check” on the 
economic state of the credit union movement. He has authored a textbook on asset-
liability management for credit union executives.  
   Rick holds a senior lecturer position with the Economics Department at UW-Madison 
where he teaches Money & Banking and Macroeconomics courses.  
   He has a BA degree in Economics from Moorhead State University; a BS degree in 

Finance from Moorhead University; and MS and PhD degrees in Economics from UW-Madison.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 

 
An Analysis of the 2018 Mid-Term Election 
   UW-Madison Political Science Professor Barry Burden, on February 6, gave Rotarians an overview of the November 2018 
election in Wisconsin, along with an analysis of how and why voting patterns differed from past midterm elections.  
   The 2018 election had the highest national voter turnout rate for a mid-term election since women won the right to vote in 
1920. Wisconsin’s participation in the midterm was higher than most other states’ turnout in presidential elections. Both 
major political parties had turnouts above 60 percent in our state, and the overall participation was 25 percent higher than 
would normally be expected for a midterm. 
   Burden attributed the high turnout to the fact that it was an “interesting election” driven by the gubernatorial race. He 
recalled that his students were watching the Walker-Evers race much more closely than more nationally hyped elections, 
such as Beto O'Rourke’s Senate bid in Texas.  
   The 2018 Wisconsin election ended the longest stretch of one-party control in the state since the 1950s. Burden noted 
that former Governor Walker has always been highly organized and disciplined as a candidate, and he is a master at fund 
raising. However, Burden described a shift in Wisconsin politics away from the formula that worked so well for Walker in the 
past toward a formula that worked well for Donald Trump in 2016. Walker was first elected Governor in the Tea Party Wave 
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of 2010, which was a good year for Republicans. In contrast, it was clear early on that 2018 would be a difficult year for 
Republicans.  
   Democratic voters were better mobilized in 2018, and they voted in big numbers, particularly in Dane and Milwaukee 
counties. Although Walker won 65 to 70 percent of the vote in the Republican strongholds of Waukesha and Washington 
counties, neither the turnout nor the Republican edge was as strong there as in the past. 
   Burden does not believe Wisconsin saw a “Blue Wave” in 2018. First, the results were not particularly surprising. The 
President’s party always suffers losses in mid-term elections. Second, the effects of gerrymandering have proven to be 
quite durable. 
   Burden explained that until recent years, collecting more votes generally translates into winning more seats in Congress 
and state legislatures. According to that rule of thumb, the Democrats should have picked up 30 more seats in the House of 
Representatives than they actually did.  
   Democratic voters tend to live in densely populated cities. Burden said this presents a districting problem for Democrats 
even in “blue states.” The other problem for Democrats in Wisconsin and some other states is that the current voting maps 
were drawn by the Republicans who prevailed in the “Red Wave” of 2010.  
   Next year will be another exciting election year. With the Census taking place next year, the state legislators elected in 
November 2020 will get to draw the next set of voting maps in 2021. And, according to Burden, Wisconsin is the most 
competitive state in the nation and we can expect the presidential candidates to spend a lot of time and money here in 
2020.  
   Our thanks to Barry Burden for his presentation to our club this week and to Andrea Kaminski for preparing this review 
article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 
 

Meet Our New Member 
Chris P. Vandall has been loaned the classification of Colleges & Universities - Administration and is the 
dean for the School of Academic Advancement for Madison College.  A native Madisonian, Chris and his 
wife, Napapom (“Tip”), live on Grandview Boulevard and have one son and one daughter.  Chris attended 
UW-Madison where he earned a bachelor’s degree.  He continued his education at the University of 
Northern Iowa where he earned a master’s degree in applied linguistics and TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speaker of Other Languages).  He is currently working on a doctorate in educational leadership from 

Edgewood College.  Chris is the 2018-19 Madison College Employee Excellence Award winner for leadership.  He was a 
Peace Corps volunteer and served as a Madison Literacy Council volunteer.  He currently serves on the board of the Vera 
Court Community Center.  Chris is a member of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, International TESOL and the 
League for Innovation in the Community College.  He enjoys spending time with his family, supporting his children’s sporting 
and musical events and collecting vintage watches.  His sponsors are Al Bryan and Bob Dinndorf. 
 

Virginia Henderson Receives Rotary International Avenues of Service Citation  
Presented by Carol Toussaint – February 6, 2019 

   One member is annually nominated by our club to receive the Rotary International Avenues of 
Service Citation.  Recipients are selected for their volunteer efforts carried out within all five 
avenues of service which are club, community, international, vocational and youth.  The recipient 
this year is Virginia Henderson. 
   Virginia joined Rotary in 1995 and was a school psychologist with the Madison Metropolitan 
School District, retiring in 1997.  She was also a founding member of the Foundation for Madison 
Schools.  
   Virginia has volunteered in the five avenues of service through her involvement in our Button Box, 
Goodman Rotary 50+ Advisory, Scholarship and Hospitality Committees as well as participating in 
our District’s Literacy Committee.      
   Virginia and her husband, Perry, have been strong supporters of the Polio Eradication effort over 

the years, and Virginia was very active with other district activities during the year that Perry served as District Governor.    
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   For her dedicated service to Rotary in all five avenues of service, we are pleased to honor Virginia with the 2019 Rotary 
International Avenues of Service Citation. 
   Congratulations, Virginia, and thank you for your dedicated service to Rotary! 
 

Club Receives $1,000 Rotary District New Member Grant 
   On February 6th, Rotary District Governor Bill Hoel presented club president Jason Beren with a $1,000 grant which our 
club will use towards new members of our club assisting with our Community Projects Committee’s tree planting project that 
will take place this spring. 
   We sincerely thank the district for presenting this check for a new member project as a way to help them get involved in a 
service project within our community. 
 

Madison Rotary Foundation Trustee Nominees Announced 
  The Madison Rotary Foundation Trustee Nominating Committee announces the following nominees to four-year terms 
on the Madison Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees beginning July 1:   
 

                                                                      
                                              Brian Basken           Doug Dittmann           Jenni Jeffress 
 
    The election of new trustees will take place at the annual meeting of the Madison Rotary Foundation at Noon, just before 
our regular Rotary luncheon, on Wednesday, March 13. 
   The three newly elected trustees will join the following continuing trustees in the 2019-20 Rotary year:  Linda Baldwin, 
Dawn Crim, Mark Greene, Jason Hunt, Tom Mooney, Donna Moreland, Carmen Porco, Wes Sparkman, Charles 
Tubbs and Martha Vukelich-Austin.  Current club president Jason Beren will automatically begin a two-year term on the 
board of trustees as of July 1 as well.  
   As prescribed by the foundation bylaws, "Any ten members of the Madison Rotary Club may submit in writing, signed by 
said ten members, any additional name or names to the foundation secretary (Patricia Jenkins, 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, 
Madison, WI 53703), for inclusion on the ballot."  All names, so submitted prior to March 1 shall be included on the ballot.  
After March 1, no additional nominations shall be made except by the nominating committee to fill any vacancy occurring 
among its nominees. 
  Our thanks to this year's Nominating Committee:  Paul Ranola (chair), Haley Saalsaa and Amanda White. 
 

Volunteers Needed Feb. 20 at Second Harvest Foodbank 
   Our Community Projects Committee invites members to volunteer with them on Wednesday, Feb. 20 – 4:00pm – 
7:00pm at Second Harvest Foodbank, located at 2802 Dairy Drive on Madison’s east side.   
   As volunteers, you will be getting food and other products ready for distribution to Second Harvest Foodbank partner 
agencies – food pantries, shelters, meal sites, etc. Your tasks may include sorting, labeling, packaging food to family-
friendly portions, and cleaning the work area following the project. 
   If you can help out that evening, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign-up. 
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Mike Franzen Celebrates 50 Years in Rotary With Perfect Attendance 
   Mike Franzen joined our Rotary club 50 years ago on February 5, 1969.  What's more impressive is that 
Mike has maintained 100% attendance every week for the past 50 years.  
   He holds the club's second longest 100% attendance record (Spike Ehlers holds the longest with 57 
years).   
   Congratulations, Mike, on this outstanding accomplishment! 
 

Rotary Hikers on the Trail at Holy Wisdom Monastery 
submitted by Casey Oelkers; photo by Jeff Tews 

   On the chilly, foggy morning of Saturday, Feb. 2, four Rotarians and two spouses 
gathered in the parking lot outside the Holy Wisdom Monastery Retreat and Guest 
House. A lengthy debate ensued: to snowshoe or not to snowshoe? All but two 
decided to go with their snowshoes. We set off on our chosen trail where we were 
soon walking in 8-inch deep powder. Those without snowshoes ended up huffing and 
puffing a bit more than the others! We all enjoyed friendly conversation and the 
peacefulness of the snow-covered prairie. Our wildlife sightings included a mouse, a 
snowy owl, a rabbit, and a large unidentified bird, plus deer tracks. We trekked just 

over a mile, circling back to an overlook near our starting point. Unfortunately, the fog prevented us from enjoying the view 
of Lake Mendota and the Capitol this time. Guess we’ll just have to go back!   
   After our hike, Sister Joanne Kollasch (who is a past recipient of our club’s Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Award) 
welcomed us with sincere Benedictine hospitality to Holy Wisdom Monastery and told us about the history and mission of 
this unique “community of communities.” Holy Wisdom includes one of the greenest LEED-certified buildings in the country, 
and over 130 acres including wooded nature trails, gardens, and restored prairies. We toured the bright and peaceful 
assembly room where an ecumenical worship service occurs each Sunday, and the dining room where guests receive 
meals. Private and group retreat facilities are available. The Benedictine sisters and staff offer a variety of spiritual and 
environmental programs throughout the year. 
 

Action By Directors 
   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership 
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

NAME ORGANIZATION CLASSIFICATION SPONSORS 
Blagogee, Benjamin SSM Health Physician Melanie Ramey & Pat Jenkins 

Glowac, Wayne Kramer Printing Printing Deb Archer & Susan Schmitz 

Gallagher, Laura The Creative Company Inc. Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations Rob Stroud & Bob Winding 

 
 

Member in the News 
 Cheryl DeMars was quoted in an InBusiness health care feature article titled, “A Kinder, Gentler, 

Health Care Model?”  Feb 19 
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Happy Birthday! 
 Feb. 11 -- Tim Hausmann -- Adm. Date:  10/5/2011   Insurance.  Hausmann-Johnson Insurance       

 Feb. 11 -- Don Snyder -- Adm. Date:  2/6/2013   Arts-Performing-Retired.    PHF 

 Feb. 12 -- John Bonsett-Veal -- Adm. Date:  3/3/1999   Health Services.  Bonsett-Veal Vision Source  
100% Attendance since 10/29/2003; Director 2005-07; Director 2014-16    PHF (3) 

 Feb. 12 -- Dick Olson -- Adm. Date:  8/1/1979   Law-Retired.    Former R.I. Fellow 1954-55 to 
Stockholm, Sweden; Director 1984-86, President 1988-89    PHF (3) 

 Feb. 12 -- Leslie Overton -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2016   Government-Federal, Retired.   PHF 

 Feb. 12 -- Floyd Rose -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Business Services & Supplies.  SIDAT, LLC       

 Feb. 12 -- Bob Sorge -- Adm. Date:  3/5/1997   Foundations.  Madison Community Foundation  
Director 2002-04.  President 2005-06    PHF (3) 

 Feb. 13 -- Rob Van den Berg -- Adm. Date:  11/2/2016   Manufacturing-Retired.  PHF (2) 

 Feb. 13 -- John Wegenke -- Adm. Date:  10/2/1985   Physician-Retired.         

 Feb. 14 -- Carl Gulbrandsen -- Adm. Date:  4/7/1999   Foundations-Retired.         

 Feb. 14 -- Dale Henricks -- Adm. Date:  5/5/1993   Retail-Services & Products-Retired.   PHF (3) 

 Feb. 16 -- Tom Loftus -- Adm. Date:  9/3/1997   Religion-Retired.   PHF 

 
Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Amato, Nino at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 1/23; Franzen, Mike at Phoenix, AZ; Frautschi, Kip at Houston, TX 1/10 & 1/31; 
Gutknecht, Karl at Hilo Bay, HI 1/2, 1/9 & 1/16; Neviaser, Ann at Naples Pelican Bay, FL 1/25 & 2/1; Thain, Jerry at 
Breakfast 1/21 
  

Guest List for February 6, 2019 
Latanya Maymon, Holly Markham, Sheryl Henderson, Jim Kramer & Taylor Kilgore of Perry & Virginia Henderson;  
Mary Parmeter of Haley Saalsaa; Ryan Maren of Rob Stroud; Shyla Gorham of Megan Ballard; Ashley Schuchardt, Monica 
Ladell, Betsy Peterson, Amy Olson & Kelly Anderle of Youth Awards Committee; John Schmid of Lew Harned; David Casey 
of Mike Casey; Terry Grosenheider of Don Helfrecht; Kim Schahlt of Kristin Schmidt 

 
Visiting Rotarian List for February 6, 2019 
Bill Hoel from La Crosse (District 6250 Governor 2018-19); Harry Hamilton from Bend, OR (guest of Dick Pearson) 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

02/07/2018 504 377 313 (111) 83.02% 

02/06/2019 474 353 311 (88) 88.10% 
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