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Upcoming 
Programs at Park 

Hotel 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 December 25 
No Meeting; no 
make-up required 

 January 1 
No Meeting; no 
make-up required 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for December 13, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 
 

Dec. 18 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel:  
Annual Holiday Buffet 
   Next Wednesday, December 18th, will be our annual 
Rotary Holiday Luncheon Buffet.  We will have a buffet 
meal and a regular business program.  During our 
scheduled time for a speaker, however, you can have a 
cup of coffee and enjoy some desserts while talking informally with other members.   
   We hope you enjoy this opportunity to have time to talk with other Rotary members.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to 
contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (608-
255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 

 
“Adversity—An Opportunity for Growth” 
   The presenter at our December 11 meeting is the Director of Dane Counties District Attorney’s Office of Deferred 
Prosecution, Melvin Juette.  He gave a very inspirational presentation starting with a brief history of his life from the time he 
was paralyzed by a gunshot wound at 16 on the south side of Chicago.  As he says, “My life went from earning respect by 
intimidating others to earning it by hard work.” 
   Wheelchair basketball inspired him and carried him to two gold medals in the Para-Olympics before moving to Dane 
County.  His story is about those who positively affected his life and helped him realize it’s ability that counts, not disability. 
   In 2008 he authored Wheelchair Warrior.  Melvin says, “I can control how I react to adversity.  Adversity is an opportunity 
for growth.”  He and his wife have been foster parents to 82 children, seven of whom they have adopted.  He uses his life 
experiences in his work with those who choose differed prosecution to help them realize that it’s not about blaming others 
but about using adversity to become a better person. 
   He used the story of his life to inspire us, and his life is truly inspirational.  Melvin can be proud of his life, and we can be 
proud to have him as a part of our community where he serves others.  
   Our thanks to Melvin Juette for his presentation to our club this week and to Larry Larrabee for this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here: https://youtu.be/kWkGWs5e754. 

Madison Rotary Foundation Annual Report 
   Each year, we publish a Madison Rotary Foundation annual report which provides detailed information about our 
Foundation and the grants and programs that it supports.  This report is published following our annual audit process.   
  You can view the 2018-19 report in the Member Login section of our website (contact the Rotary office for your login 
information), and printed copies will also be available at our weekly club meetings.  If you prefer to have a copy mailed, 
contact our Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.   
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Fund Drive Update 
   Fund Drive Chair Herman Baumann is emphasizing the Fellowship of Giving 
which makes our community a better place for this year’s campaign to raise money 
for our Madison Rotary Foundation.  Together, we are helping countless children 
and families with projects and programs that provide food, shelter, clothing, health care and other services to 
those in need. 
  We have a goal of $150,000.  We have raised $125,900 to date.   
  Make your contribution to the Madison Rotary Foundation today – mail your gift or visit our website to make a donation 
online.   
   Thank you!   
 
 

In Memory of Sandra Gajic 
   Sandra Gajic, a member of our Rotary Club since January of this year, passed away on December 6th at 
the age of 66.  Sandra was born in Croatia and moved to Madison last year to become President and CEO 
of the Overture Center for the Arts.  She accomplished a great deal during her short time in Madison, and 
she will be missed.  We extend our sympathies to Sandra’s family.   
   Our Rotary Club has made a $100 contribution to our Madison Rotary Foundation to establish a memorial 
fund in Sandra’s name.  Anyone wishing to make a gift in her memory can send their contribution to the 
Madison Rotary Foundation, 2 S. Carroll Street, Suite 255, Madison, WI 53703. 

 

 
Annual Holiday Giving Tree  
Helping Children In Need During This Holiday Season 
 
Our Community Projects Committee thanks members who picked up a name 
tag, and 73 gifts were purchased for children in need during this holiday season.  
Packages were delivered to The Salvation Army and Goodman Community 
Center this week, making the holidays bright for these children in need.  Thank 
you!  
 

 

Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributors 
   Our Madison Rotary Foundation has received the following generous gifts: 

 Mary Rouse has donated $5,000 for the Veterans Assistance Fund, a fund that provides grants to Veterans who 
were in the service full time and are now attending college full time. 

 Lori and Arlan Kay have made an additional $2,500 to the Kay Family Scholarship Fund which provides grants to 
Rotary scholars who are in need of financial support beyond their four years of scholarship payments from our 
Foundation.  

 The Irving & Dorothy Levy Family Foundation, Inc., Phillip Levy, Marvin Levy and Jeff Levy have made an 
additional $25,000 contribution to their Irving & Dorothy Levy Family Foundation Scholarship Fund to expand 
scholarship funding to future Levy scholars.    

 Joan Collins has made a contribution of $25,000 to Synergy Scholarship Fund to expand scholarship funding to 
future Synergy Scholars. 

   Our sincere thanks to these donors for their generous gifts in support of students in need in our community. 
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Club Constitution Updates 
   A committee was formed to review the Report on Action of the 2019 Council on Legislation of Rotary International issued 
in May, 2019. Committee members included Terry Anderson, Jeff Bartell, Ellsworth Brown, Rob Stroud and Virginia 
Bartelt (Bylaws Advisor for our Club & chair of the committee). 
   The task of the Committee was to prepare recommendations to the Club Board of Directors regarding the action of the 
Council on Legislation. As our club constitution predates the formation of Rotary International, we retain control over our 
own Constitution and are not required to adopt all changes. 
   In keeping with our tradition, the committee recommended that the Club amend the Club’s Constitution to conform with an 
action of the Council on Legislation when the amendment would improve our Constitution or if the amendment would afford 
our Club greater scope to control our Club’s own requirements and procedures. 
   The Council adopted 46 enactments and one position statement. Many of the enactments apply to Districts and RI rather 
than to the Clubs and their constitutions. 
   After reviewing all of the enactments that apply to Club constitutions, the committee recommended and the Club Board of 
Directors approved forwarding these recommendations to our club membership for a vote as follows: 
   At our December 4 Rotary meeting, our Bylaws Advisor Virginia Bartelt overviewed the recommended updates to our 
Club’s Constitution.  On December 11, Virginia provided an overview, and President Andrea Kaminski called for the 
membership to vote to amend the Rotary Club of Madison’s Constitution as follows: 

 To approve Council 19-35 which provides that make-ups be during the same year rather than within 14 days before 
or after the regular meeting. (Note: This will begin January 1, 2020.) 

 To approve Council 19-39 which addresses Constitution provisions relating to membership as follows: a) To remove 
from the Standard Rotary Club Constitution the provisions making holders of public office ineligible for membership 
under the classification of such office; b) Council 19-39 inserts “occupation” in reference to classification and 
membership. 

   The amendments were approved.   
   If you would like to view the full document of the Rotary International Council on Legislation actions, here is a link to the 
document: https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/councils.  Scroll down and click on ARCHIVE and “2019 
Council of Legislation documents.”  Then click on “2019 Report of Action.”  
 
 

                    Members in the News 
 Debbie Biddle was pictured in an article titled, “Streaming in Spirit and Soul: 15th SSM Health Fall 

Gospel Fest at High Point Church.”  TCCH 12/2 

 Congratulations to Laura Gallagher and The Creative Company on winning an international Gold 
MarCom Award in the category of Nonprofit Video Production.  12/9 

 
                    Happy Birthday! 

 Dec. 15 -- Leigh Richardson -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2006   Communications.  The Richardson Group, 
LLC   PHF 

 Dec. 17 -- Lynn Brady -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Community Services.  Journey Mental Health 
Center       

 Dec. 17 -- Casey Oelkers -- Adm. Date:  7/13/2016   Arts-Performing.  Madison Symphony Orchestra       

 Dec. 18 -- Jenni Jeffress -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2017   Foundations.  Madison Public Library Foundation    
Formerly Rotarian at Madison Breakfast 2008-10   

 Dec. 18 -- Larry Larrabee -- Adm. Date:  7/9/2003   Health Services-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at 
Portage.  PHF 

 Dec. 20 -- Ryan Klaustermeier -- Adm. Date:  8/2/2017   Health Services.  Heartland Hospice       

 Dec. 20 -- Brian Uchtmann -- Adm. Date:  4/3/2019   Consulting.  Michaels Energy      PHF 
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 Dec. 21 -- Dori Botts -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2018   Health Services.  Syneos Health       

 Dec. 21 -- Joe Silverberg -- Adm. Date:  11/19/1958   Business Services & Supplies-Retired.    100% 
Attendance since 7/31/1991    PHF (5) 

 

Weekly Statistics 
 

Guest List for December 11, 2019 
Sally Jo Spaeni of Ron Luskin; Vicky Strobel of Reed Hall; Jennifer Zisser of Boris Frank; Fratney Miller of Oscar Mireles; 
Martin Lackey of Anthony Gray 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

12/12/2018 476 367 400 (170) 108.99% 

12/11/2019 464 345 354 (138) 102.61% 
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