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Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 September 4 
Patty Loew 
The Wisconsin Idea in the 
Land of Lincoln 

 September 11  
Conor Moran 
The 2019 Wisconsin Book 
Festival (at ALLIANT) 

 September 18 
Daniel Smith 
Uneven Ground: The 
Changing Landscape of 
America’s Dairyland 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for August 23, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
August 28 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel  
US Rep. Mark Pocan: Update from Washington 
   Join us next week, on August 28, at the Park Hotel, when 
Congressman Mark Pocan will give club members and guests an 
update about the latest issues and news in Congress. 
   Mark was sworn in as the U.S. Representative for Wisconsin's 
second congressional district in 2013 following 14 years in the 

Wisconsin State Assembly.  In the 116th Congress, he serves on the House 
Appropriations Committee where he sits on the Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education Subcommittee; the Agriculture, Rural Development, and Food and Drug 
Administration Subcommittee; and the Energy and Water Development 
Subcommittee.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday 
noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

 
A Good American Family 
   David Maraniss, Associate Editor of the The Washington Post and seasonal Madisonian, in his latest book, A Good 
American Family: The Red Scare and My Father, described the issues that his father faced as a result of becoming 
radicalized in the 1930s. To gain a better understanding of the history of his career, David visited the National Archives in 
D.C. in 2015. He found the transcript of a statement that his father, Elliott, wanted to read in an appearance before the 
House Unamerican Activities Committee in 1952. The title of the article was “What it means to be an American.” For the first 
time, David understood how difficult life was for his father in the subsequent years. He said that, of his twelve books, it was 
the most difficult book to write. 
   Elliott was born in Brooklyn during the depth of the Depression. At this time, many “isms” were arising - communism, 
fascism, anarchism, etc. During this time, Elliott became radicalized. Later he entered the University of Michigan where he 
became an accomplished writer. In 1944, he enlisted in the Army for Officer Training, and upon completion, he was 
assigned to lead an all-black unit. From his experiences in this assignment, he gained insight into one of the most serious 
wrongs that still persists in our society. 
   Elliott’s journalist career was affected by his early history as a radical, causing him to be fired from several newspaper 
editorships. These included the Detroit Times, the Cleveland Plain Dealer, and a small paper in Iowa. During his work at the 
Iowa paper, he became a friend of William Evjue, editor of The Capital Times in Madison. Evjue invited Maraniss to join the 
staff in Madison, which he did in 1957.  
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   David gave a brief thumbnail sketch of his latest book, which deals with how the lives of Elliott and his family dealt with all 
the many disruptions and problems affecting their collective and individual lives. Downtown Rotarians have been fortunate 
to have David as a summer Madisonian. This was his eight talk to Rotary. 
   Our thanks to Author David Maraniss for speaking to us, to Mystery to Me Bookstore for selling books and donating a 
portion of the proceeds to our Madison Rotary Foundation, and to Stan Inhorn for providing this review article.  If you missed 
our meeting this week, you can watch the video here.   
 

Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award 
Nominations Due to Rotary Office on October 1, 2019; Award 
Presentation at Club Luncheon This November 
   The Rotary Club of Madison, also know as Downtown Rotary, has announced that 
nominations for its prestigious annual Manfred E. Swarsensky Humanitarian Service Award 
are now being accepted.   
   Rabbi Swarsensky was a beloved member of Downtown Rotary for 22 years, served as 
rabbi of Madison’s Temple Beth El and on the faculty of Edgewood College.  He died in 
1981 at the age of 75.  Inspired by his remarkable life, the club established the award in 
1982 to honor his memory.  Its purpose is to identify and honor individuals who have, 
through their voluntary efforts, made a particularly outstanding contribution to humanitarian 
service in the greater Madison community and beyond, in the tradition so well exemplified 
by Rabbi Swarsensky.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a broad 
community interest as advanced by the rabbi, whether through a single community agency 

or service, or many.  The club seeks nominees who, like Rabbi Swarsensky, have helped build bridges and sought 
reconciliation between groups and individuals. 
   The award will be presented at a Wednesday luncheon meeting of the club’s large membership this November and will 
include a $2,500 grant to a charitable organization in the greater Madison area selected by the awardee. 
   RABBI MANFRED SWARSENSKY: LIFELONG HUMANITARIAN:  Born in Prussia in 1906, Manfred Swarsensky was a 
young rabbi known for his brilliant sermons at one of Berlin’s leading synagogues when the Nazis burned it down, as they 
did most Jewish institutions and businesses, and imprisoned him in a concentration camp in 1938.  After most of his family 
perished in the Holocaust, he settled in Madison to lead the then new Temple Beth El.  Rather than retreat into bitterness, 
he dedicated the rest of his life to peacemaking, forgiveness and building bridges. “The power of love is stronger and more 
enduring that the forces of hate,” said Rabbi Swarsensky.  
   Rabbi Swarsensky’s life is a testimony to what one person can do to better the lives of others.  He was known statewide 
for his commitments to social justice, civil rights, religious tolerance, inter-faith dialogue and furthering forgiveness and 
reconciliation.   
   The Capital Times called him “a voice of conscience.”  The Wisconsin State Journal called him “a symbol of tolerance.” 
   To learn more about Rabbi Swarsensky and to prepare the strongest submission possible, nominators are encouraged to 
watch this award-winning 9-minute video about his life and work which may be found online on YouTube at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51xmORreEUs 
   Click on the following link for this year’s nomination form which is due in the Rotary office by Oct. 1, 2019:  
https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202019.docx  
 

Nelson Cummings Celebrates 50 Years In Rotary 
   Nelson Cummings celebrated 50 years in Rotary this week and also celebrated 46 
years of 100% attendance this month.  Nelson came to Madison as Director of the 
Madison Urban league in 1969 and joined our Rotary Club on August 20 that same year.  
He was our first African American member.  After Nelson left the Urban League, he was 
a counselor in the Beloit School System, Madison Public School System and worked with 
the Wisconsin Education Association.   
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   Over the years of his membership in Rotary, he has been an avid bowler and led the Civic Bowling League for many 
years.  He served on our club board of directors from 1974-76. 
   Thank you, Nelson, for your long-term commitment to Rotary and congratulations on marking 50 years in our Rotary club! 
    

Open House at One City Schools  
Come and see the new  
Madison Rotary Foundation Community Room 
Tuesday, September 10, 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
One City Schools – 2012 Fisher Street in Madison 
Presentation of Check/Brief Program 6:00–6:15 pm 
   In 2017, members were surveyed and said they would like our club to support a large impact project in our community, in 
addition to our regular community grants program.  Melanie Ramey chaired the committee which conducted a community 
review that included input from United Way and many local organization representatives.  The results connected us to One 
City Schools and an opportunity to interact with families and children who attend the school. 
   Our Madison Rotary Foundation is providing a total of $102,500 to One City Schools.  The funds were used to create a 
Community Room during a lower level renovation/expansion project at the school.  We were also able to obtain a matching 
grant from our Rotary District to use towards the school’s meals program for the children attending the school. 
   We are pleased to join with One City Schools for an Open House on Tuesday, September 10, from 5:30 – 6:30 pm, so 
Rotarians and families can see the room and learn more about future volunteer opportunities at One City Schools.  A brief 
program, including presentation of our check to One City Schools, begins at 6:00 pm. 
   Light snacks and beverages will be served.  Stop by One City Schools, 2012 Fisher Street, between 5:30 – 6:30 pm on 
September 10 to see the space and see what our grant is providing to the school!  No reservations required. 
 

Scotch Whisky LHS Fellowship Celebrated Lew Harned’s 95th Birthday on August 19 

 
Members and guests of our club's Scotch Whisky Lew Harned Society Fellowship gathered at the home of Melanie Ramey 
on August 19 to celebrate Lew Harned's 95th birthday during their monthly meeting. Our thanks to hosts Melanie Ramey, 
Jorge Hidalgo and Lew Harned. A great time was had by all! 
 

Rotary Youth Exchange Host Families Needed for 2020 
   In January of 2020, our Rotary Club will have a new Rotary Youth Exchange 
student -- a male student from Brazil who will be attending Madison East High 
School.  We are seeking 3 host families during his stay in Madison.  Approximate 

timing for each host family:  January – April; May – August; September – December.  If you are interested in learning more 
details about hosting, contact our Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
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Hosts Needed Sept. 19 – 25 for Netherlands Friendship Exchange Team Members 
   There will be 3 couples from The Netherlands visiting Madison from September 19 - 25, 2019, as 
the second part of a Rotary Friendship Exchange Team.   We are seeking Rotarians to host these 
guests (one couple per home), and the commitment involves providing housing and breakfast.  We 
also need Rotarians to help with transportation and participation in some of the activities if possible.   
   Contact club member Margaret Murphy at MargaretSusanMurphy@yahoo.com  or the Rotary office 
if you are interested. 

 

 
Members in the News 
 A book has recently been published by Charles Taylor which is a biography about Carmen 

Porco entitled, “The Carmen Porco Story: Journey Toward Justice.” 

 Majid Sarmadi was interviewed by WPR on August 13 in a program titled, “What’s in Our 
Shoes and Clothes?” 

 Wes Sparkman was pictured and quoted in an article about Madison Police Chief Mike 
Koval.  TCT 8/14 

 
Congratulations to Mike Engelberger who married Kathy Esch on August 12 in Stoughton and to Haley 
Saalsaa who married Daniel Miller on August 10 in Verona.   We wish each couple all the best in their 
future lives together!  

 

Happy Birthday! 
 Aug. 26 -- Gini Hendrickson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Law.  Murphy Desmond S.C.       

 Aug. 27 -- Ed Hughes -- Adm. Date:  7/3/2013   Law.  Stafford Rosenbaum LLP       

 Aug. 29 -- John Braden -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2018   Colleges & Universities-Administration & 
Support-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at Urbana, IL 1986-1993   

 Aug. 30 -- Melanie Ramey -- Adm. Date:  11/20/1991   Consulting.  Melanie G. Ramey LLC  Sgt.-
At-Arms 1993-94, Director 1996-98, President 1998-99    PHF (6) 

 Aug. 30 -- Mike Strigel -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2017   Cultural Institutions.  Aldo Leopold Nature Center       

 Aug. 31 -- Anthony Gray -- Adm. Date:  9/2/2015   Education.  Institute for Global Ethics       
 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUps  
Amato, Nino at Milwaukee 7/25 & Chicago 8/1; Landry, Steve at South 8/13; Moody, Mark at Mayville 8/15 
 
Guest List for August 21, 2019 
Joanne Berg & Charlotte Colaluca of Program Committee; A.J. Gray & Addison Gray of Anthony Gray; Barbara Arnold of Carol Toussaint; 
Tim Swadley of Michael Engelberger; Jay Everard of Darrell Behnke; Carol Ruhly of Jim Ruhly; Judy Karofsky of Ann Cardinale; Janelle 
Schwartz of Lee Schwartz; Joan Leffler of Rich Leffler; Elizabeth Riemer of Peggy Lescrenier; Michael Leffel of Jeff Simmons  
 
Visiting Rotarian List for August 21, 2019 
Reginald Nnazor from Beaver Creek, OH 
 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

08/22/2018 483 365 271 (62) 74.25% 

08/21/2019 464 358 352 (142) 98.32% 
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