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The Madison, WI Rotary News for August 16, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
August 21 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel  
David Maraniss:  A Good American Family 
    On Wednesday, August 21, at the Park Hotel, guest speaker David 
Maraniss will talk about his newest book, A Good American Family: The 
Red Scare and My Father, which evokes the political climate of America 
in the 1950s. It is a story about the resilience and redemption of a 
family—and a nation—that rose from the fear and paranoia of that era.  

   David Maraniss is an associate editor at The Washington Post and a distinguished visiting professor at Vanderbilt 
University. He has won two Pulitzer Prizes for journalism and was a finalist three other times. Among his bestselling books 
are biographies of Bill Clinton, Barack Obama, Roberto Clemente and Vince Lombardi, and a trilogy about the 1960s—
Rome 1960; Once in a Great City (winner of the RFK Book Prize); and They Marched into Sunlight (winner of the J. Anthony 
Lucas Prize and Pulitzer Finalist in History).  A Good American Family is his twelfth book.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

Mystery to Me Bookstore will sell copies of David Maraniss’s book immediately following our August 21 luncheon at the Park 
Hotel.  He will be available to sign your copy if you wish.  Our thanks to Mystery to Me who will donate the proceeds from these 
book sales to our Madison Rotary Foundation. 

 
What Does Madison’s Transportation Future Look Like? 
   Tom Lynch, Director of Transportation for the City of Madison, began his presentation by acknowledging the significant 
contribution of 13-year Director of Metro Transit, Chuck Kamp, for his energy and foresight in bringing the system into the 
future.  Mr. Lynch then shared important aspects of Madison’s transportation system and its future. 
   First there is the need to prepare the city and county for 2050 with a projected population of one million people that will 
require doubling downtown parking to 20,000 spaces and two additional traffic lanes in each direction on East Washington 
Avenue. 
   The director then explained the direction the department is taking in developing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  BRT is defined 
by buses being no more than 15 minutes apart, off-board payment and the use of dedicated bus lanes with their own traffic 
signals to avoid congestion.  Light Rail (LR) is no longer being considered because of the significantly greater cost.  Fifteen 
miles of LR in Madison would cost one billion dollars while BRT will cost $128 million.  Twenty larger cities have chosen 
BRT over LR. 
   Tom stressed the benefit of BRT based on numerous studies of other cities using that system.  Every dollar spent on RBT 
produces four dollars of investment by corporations and boosts employment for a half a mile around each bus stop. 
   His department anticipates construction for Madison’s BRT to begin in 2022 and to be complete in 2024.  The challenge 
will be dealing with current inadequacies in the bus barn and stagnant funding from the state. 
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From left: Vheneka Magazi, Moses 
Altsech, Melanie Ramey & Margaret 
Murphy 

   He concluded his presentation by challenging those present to make use of the two free bus tickets Metro Transit was 
providing after our meeting and take a ride in the next two months with the idea that those who do so will become 
supporters for the bus rapid transit concept. 
   Our thanks to Tom Lynch for speaking to us, and to Larry Larrabee for preparing this review article.  If you missed our 
meeting this week, you can watch the video here.    
 

View Past Speakers Online and Receive a Make-up 
  If you have to miss a Rotary meeting, you can watch most speakers online via our club’s YouTube 
channel and receive a make-up credit for a missed meeting 14 days before or after. 
   Click on the YouTube icon on our club’s homepage, www.rotarymadison.org.  If you would like a 
make-up, send an email to the Rotary office (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org) after you have watched a 
video and let them know what video you watched and the date you watched the video. 
   Note that we will include only the speakers who have agreed to have their presentations available for 
viewing online.  

 

Rotary Youth Exchange Update 
   Vheneka Magazi, our club’s Rotary Youth Exchange student from Zimbabwe, 
had an amazing summer.  He attended an East Coast Rotary Youth Exchange trip 
with other students from around the world.  They visited Boston, Washington DC, 
New York City and Niagara Falls.  He attended the Grand Rapids Rotary Youth 
Exchange District Conference where he made some life-long friends among the 
other students.  Vheneka then took a road trip “Out West” with the Campbell family 
(Bradley Campbell is his host dad) where he “camped with the bears” at 
Yellowstone National Park and took in the magnificent sights of the Grand Canyon, 
Bryce Canyon as well as Salt Lake City.  When he returned to Madison, he 

attended a Brewers game, and then took a trip to Chicago which he said was “quite 
great!”       
 

 
 

Two Rotary Friendship Exchanges for 2019: From New Mexico and The 
Netherlands 
 
   Our District 6250 has arranged an exchange with New Mexico. This will be the first Friendship 
Exchange within the United States, so language will not be a barrier. We expect a group from New Mexico 
to visit Madison from October 8-11, 2019.  Host families will be needed.  A group from our district will then 
travel to New Mexico from October 28 – November 5.  We still have room for two more for this trip.  

Contact Dave Clemens at dclemens541@gmail.com  if interested. 
 
 
 

   Our District 6250 has arranged an exchange with The Netherlands. We expect 3 couples from The 
Netherlands to visit Madison from September 19 - 25, 2019.  This commitment involves providing housing 
and breakfast.  We also need Rotarians to help with transportation and participation in some of the activities 

if possible.  Contact club member Margaret Murphy at MargaretSusanMurphy@yahoo.com  if you interested. 
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Three Rotary Friendship Exchanges Planned for 2020: To Brazil, Chile and Russia 
 
   Our Rotary District 6250 Friendship Exchange Committee has arranged an exchange with Rotary District 
4760 in Brazil. This district is northeast of Sao Paolo, north of Rio de Janeiro and southeast of Brazilia  We 
will send a group of Rotarians and guests to their district from March 13-24, 2020.  We will host an inbound 
group from their district from June 13-23, 2020.  If you are interested in participating in this exchange, please 
contact Mark Etrheim, mark@mchlax.com.    
 
 
   Our Rotary District 6250 Friendship Exchange Committee has arranged an exchange with Rotary District 
4340 in Chile. We will be flying into Santiago, Chile.  This RFE is limited to 8 team members.  We will send a 
group of Rotarians and guests to their district from January 26 to February 8, 2020.  We will host an inbound 
group from their district from May 23 to June 5, 2020.  If you are interested in participating in this exchange, 
please contact Mark Etrheim, mark@mchlax.com.  We will send you an application form so we can determine 
who the team members will be.  It is a requirement that you host and help plan the incoming exchange.    
 

 
   Our Rotary district has arranged a Friendship Exchange with Russian District 
2223.  This is a large district in the center of Russia. You see it on the map from 
Omsk to Irkutsk.  A group from Russia will visit our district from May 22 to June 5, 
2020. We will send a group of Rotarians and guests to their district from July 10 to 
23, 2020.   
   Our trip will include a short pre-trip around the Golden Circle near Moscow. We 
will fly to Omsk, then take the Trans-Siberian Railroad to Novosibirsk and 
Irkutsk.  We will also see Lake Baikal. For those so inclined, a trip to Kamchatka for 
a Rotary sponsored vacation could follow from July 24 to 31.  This peninsula, on 
the far eastern edge of Russia, is known for wilderness and volcanoes, much like 

Alaska. All Rotarians are invited to take a vacation to Kamchatka, whether you are on the exchange or not. The following 
website includes a description of this trip for this year:  http://newrotary.ru/2016/10/26/rotary-trip-to-kamchatka-2019/ 
   Anticipated expenses per person for participants in Friendship Exchanges: 

 Round trip airfare   

 In-country air, rail or bus travel 

 Meals when not at host homes 

 Travel insurance 

 Personal costs, such as gifts and souvenirs 

 Admission charges to museums or other entertainment/events 
   Hosts on each end of the exchange program support the visitors with room, board and some entertainment/activities and 
local transportation while in host city. Detailed in country itineraries will be determined closer to the travel dates. 
   If you are interested in this trip to Russia, please contact Dave Clemens at dclemens541@gmail.com. We limit the size of 
our groups, so express interest right away to be sure you are included.   
 

Director Nominations  
    On an annual basis, the Rotary Club of Madison membership elects six members 
to serve on the club’s board of directors.  Next month, our Director Nominating 
Committee will begin its work on developing a listing of twelve candidates for the 
six openings that will occur on the Club Board of Directors for two-year terms 
beginning next July 1.   

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
mailto:mark@mchlax.com
http://newrotary.ru/2016/10/26/rotary-trip-to-kamchatka-2019/
mailto:dclemens541@gmail.com


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 4 
 

 

   The committee is seeking input from the membership regarding members to consider for the twelve candidates.  If you 
would like to submit a suggestion (it could even be yourself), send an email or mail a note to the Rotary office and include 
the name of the member as well as the reason for putting forth the name (committee work, etc.).  Send your suggestions to 
the Rotary office by Sept. 14. 

 
Members in the News 
 Juan Lopez was pictured in an article titled, “Regional Impact: 2019 Latino Chamber of 

Commerce Annual Meeting.”  TCCH 7/29 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 Aug. 18 -- Pete Christianson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/2007   Law-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at 

Milwaukee 1987-97  PHF (3) 

 Aug. 18 -- Nelson Cummings -- Adm. Date:  8/20/1969    Education-Retired.    Director 1974-76; 100% 
Attendance since 8/8/1973    PHF (3) 

 Aug. 18 -- Ernie Hanson -- Adm. Date:  5/5/1982   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired.         

 Aug. 19 -- Reed Hall -- Adm. Date:  2/6/2013   Health Services-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at 
Marshfield 1977-2012  PHF (3) 

 Aug. 22 -- Steve Holzhauer -- Adm. Date:  10/4/2006    Architecture.  Eppstein Uhen Architects       

 Aug. 23 -- Lori DiPrete Brown -- Adm. Date:  8/2/2017   Health Services.  UW-Madison Global Health 
Institute       

 Aug. 23 -- Andrea Kaminski -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2013   Community Services-Retired.    Director 2017-
19; Club President 2019-20     

 Aug. 23 -- Paul Olsen -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2011   Brokerage & Investments.  Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. 
Inc.   PHF 

 Aug. 24 -- Kevin Hoffman -- Adm. Date:  4/18/1984   Retail-Services & Products.  A to Z RentAll/Event 
Essentials      PHF (5) 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artist 
Smith, Larry at Horizons 8/6 
 

Guest List for August 14, 2019 
Vheneka Magazi of RYE Committee; Chuck Kamp & Melody Lynch of Program Committee; Nelson King of Joyce Bromley; 
Nan Fey of Martha Casey; Rob Gard & Anna Shircel of Deb Archer; Dave Jung of Sara Best; Bridget Maniachi of Mark 
Clear 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for August 14, 2019 
Jim Nyirongo & Jesse Kipimo from Zambia (guests of Teresa Holmes); Reginald Nazor from Beaver Creek, OH 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

08/15/2018  483 356  222 (64) 62.36% 

08/14/2019 464  349 291(39) 83.38% 
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