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The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 26, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
May 1 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel: Governor 
Tony Evers 
   Join us next Wednesday, May 1, at the Park Hotel, when our guest 
speaker will be Governor Tony Evers. 
   Tony Evers became the 46th governor of Wisconsin last 
November. He is a life-long educator and previously served as 
Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public Instruction.   
   Born and raised in Plymouth, Wisconsin, Governor Evers 
graduated from Plymouth High School and earned his bachelor's, 

master's, and doctoral degree in educational administration from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. He is married to his high school sweetheart, Kathy, an educator. 
They are parents of three adult children, all public school graduates, and have nine 
grandchildren. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday 
noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

 
 

Important to Make Guest Reservations 
  When you plan to bring a guest to our Rotary luncheon, it is important to let the Rotary office 
(rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164) know in advance.  You only need to let the office know 
the number of guests you are bringing and not the names.  You can prepare the badges and pay the $18 
meal cost when you arrive at our luncheon. 
   Knowing about the total number of guests attending each week helps us plan for sufficient seating.    
 

The Rise And Decline of US Global Power 
   In an insightful and concerning presentation, UW history professor Alfred McCoy outlined some of the history and future 
direction of the world’s geopolitics and presented a somber view of the future of US global influence.  Since the early 
1900’s, the US has steadily built up its international preeminence and paid special attention to the “Eurasian” axis, which 
consists of Asia and Europe, and more recently, Africa.  Due to actions begun in the late seventies and guided by Zbigniew 
Brzenski, National Security Advisor during the Carter Administration, the US made Eurasia the central area of concentration 
in order to establish and maintain its global primacy.  President Obama furthered that effort, but in the last two years, the 
Trump administration has reversed course on three main pillars of US primacy:  NATO, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 May 8 
Annual Rotary Youth 
Awards Program 

 May 15 
Prof. Marah Curtis 
Addressing 
Homelessness--  
Nationally and Statewide: 
What Do We Know? 

 May 22 
Christian Overland 
Plans for a New, 
Downtown Madison, State 
of WI History Museum 
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agreement, and relations with Japan, South Korea, Australia and the Philippines.  This entire problem might be further 
exacerbated by a trade war with China. 
   Additional signs suggest this concern is well founded.  By 2030, projections indicate India and China will grow their Gross 
Domestic Products considerably more than the US, and China will become the world’s largest economy.   Moreover, China 
now files more patents than the US, has built the world’s fastest supercomputer, and does substantially better in its science 
and math education programs.  As most of us can observe at UW, the majority of technical PhD candidates are foreign 
born, and therefore likely to return to their home countries with their acquired knowledge. 
   Furthermore, China has become extremely proactive in attempting to widen its influence throughout Eurasia in a variety of 
ways.  This effort might be epitomized by their ongoing $1.3 trillion Belt and Road program, which cuts right through the 
heart of Eurasia.  In addition, they have become aggressive in taking over ports in Italy, Africa, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and 
in the conversion of sand islands to military bases in the South China Sea.  Given these developments, as well as concerns 
regarding current US foreign policy, Professor McCoy projects that US hegemony will substantially decline by 2030.  The 
eclipse of US influence should give us all pause for thought, and for those interested in learning more about this critical 
issue, please see Professor McCoy’s recent book, In the Shadow of the American Century: The Rise and Decline of U.S. 
Global Power. 
   Our thanks to Prof. Alfred McCoy for speaking at our club meeting this week and to Linn Roth for preparing this review 
article.  If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 
 

Madison Rotary Foundation Announces Funding Totaling $674,530 
   On April 24, Community Grants Committee Chair Peter Cavi introduced representatives from organizations receiving 
community and international grants from our Madison Rotary Foundation, and we thank our special guests for attending our 
luncheon. 
   Here is a full listing of grants and programs funded by our Madison Rotary Foundation in 2019: 
    

MRF Funding Totals for 2019 Amount 

Swarsensky Award Grant $2,500  

Wilson Youth Awards $9,000  

Meade Youth Awards $500  

Youth Awards $18,400  

Ethics Symposium $17,000  

Rotary Youth Exchange Program $4,750  

Community Grants, including Ehlers & Zulty Grants   $154,370  

Community Grant (yr. 2 One City Schools) $50,000  

Opportunity Fund $4,000  

International Project  (Change HERstory)  $23,682  

Goodman Rotary 50% Fitness Program $59,453  

Four-year Scholarship Program $320,000  

EMS Grants to Scholars $2,500  

Kay Scholar Grants $2,675  

Veterans Assistance Grants $5,700  

TOTAL $674,530  

      
   We sincerely thank the more than 100 Rotary volunteers who are among the Community Grants, International Projects & 
Programs, Rotary Youth Exchange, Veterans Assistance and Youth Awards Committees who assisted in developing 
recommendations for this year’s fund.  
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Seeking Mentors for 2019 Rotary Scholars 
Would you like to be a mentor-liaison for a 2019 Rotary scholar? It is a commitment of 4 or more years, 
but does not involve a lot of time. Tasks include: 

 Establish a means of communication and a schedule for staying in touch. This could range from monthly to 
quarterly or biannually, depending on student needs and agreed upon goals from year to year. 

 Provide encouragement and make connections for academic and career development. 

 Give advice if asked or if you become aware that the student needs help. 

 Invite to an occasional Rotary meeting (e.g. over winter or summer vacations). 

 Invite to lunch or for coffee on occasion, or to a special event (concerts, sports games, picnics, etc.). 
Upcoming Activities:  

 Meet the student you will mentor at our May 29 Rotary luncheon and sit in on a meeting that day with all 
Rotary scholars at Park Hotel (meeting will last approximately10-15 minutes). 

 Attend a training meeting on June 5 at 1:10 pm (after Rotary) at the Park Hotel.  This informational session on 
mentoring our scholars should last no more than 45 minutes. 

 Set up an initial meeting with your scholar in June or July.  At this meeting establish an agreed upon system 
for ongoing communications, discuss what mentorship means, and arrange for the first communication after the 
scholar starts school.  Review the student's statement of commitment to the mentorship program with him/her. 

 Attend our annual Scholar-Mentor picnic on Sunday, June 23, from 3:00 – 5:00 pm at Nancy Young’s Home. 

 Assure contact in September when scholar begins school. 
   If you are interested in becoming a mentor to one of our 2019 Rotary scholars, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 
or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.  
 

Rotary Friendship Exchange Group from Australia in Madison July 22 –26 
  Our Rotary District 6250 is participating in a Friendship Exchange with Rotarians from Australia who 
will visit Madison July 22 – 26, 2019.  We will be hosting 12 Australian guests (5 couples and 2 singles).  
We are seeking Rotarians to volunteer for the following (check all areas of interest):   

 Housing:  for 1 to 2 Rotarians from Australia from July 22 – July 26.  This includes providing 
breakfast and some dinners, a bedroom for each guest and potentially transportation to/from 
some daily activities during their visit.   

 Transportation:  Provide transportation and accompany visitors for planned activities.   

 Host group for a dinner at your home.   

 Host visitors at your business or be a guide for leisure activity.    
   If you are interested in any of these activities, contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-
9164 by May 10 to let us know which activities and for which of the July 22 to July 26 dates works for you.  Thank you! 
 

Community Projects Volunteer Opportunity: Books for the World 
   Join fellow Rotarians in our club as well as Madison Breakfast Rotarians for this volunteer opportunity 
being held on Saturday, May 4, 10:00am – 12:00pm at the Madison College Book Processing Center 

located at 1849 Wright Street on Madison’s east side.  Guests and family members are also welcome 
to participate.  We will be sorting and packing used text books which have been donated by local schools, libraries and 
individuals.  These boxes of books will be shipped to developing countries where they are made available to teachers and 
school administrators at no cost.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign up. 
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Community Projects Volunteer Opportunity: Tree Planting 
   Our Community Projects Committee has teamed up with the Going Green Fellowship Group to help plant 
trees!  Family members and guests are welcome! 
   Here is the listing of volunteer locations with dates and times.  Contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 

rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign up.   
 

____  Yes, I/we would like to sign up to help plant trees at Crestwood Elementary School (5930 Old Sauk Rd.) on 
Friday, May 3, 10:30am – 2:30pm.  (8 trees)  2 volunteers needed. 
We will provide water and snacks. 

____  Yes, I/we would like to sign up to help plant trees at Huegel Elementary School (2601 Prairie Rd.) on 
Saturday, May 4, 1:00pm - 4:00pm.  (approx. 17 trees)  7-9 volunteers needed. 

 
____  Yes, I/we would like to sign up to help plant trees at Memorial High School (201 S. Gammon Rd.) on 

Thursday, May 9, 8:30am - 10:30am.  (6 trees)  2 volunteers needed. 
 
____  Yes, I/we would like to sign up to help plant trees at Falk Elementary School (6323 Woodington Way) on 

Thursday, May 9, Afternoon.  (5 trees)  2 volunteers needed. 
 
____  Yes, I/we would like to sign up to help plant trees at Chavez Elementary School (3502 Maple Grove Dr.) on 

Saturday, May 11, 10:00am – 1:00pm.  (approx. 20 trees)  8-10 volunteers needed.  We will provide water 
and snacks. 

 
   For each date, members of the Urban Tree Alliance will provide a short orientation, and groups of volunteers will plant 
trees together. All the supplies will be provided; bring gloves; Rotarians just need to show up dressed ready to work. 
   Be sure to wear your “Rotarian at Work” T-Shirt!  Don’t have a t-shirt?  “Madison Downtown Rotary Rotarian At Work” t-
shirts are available at a cost of $11 per shirt.  Contact the Rotary office to purchase a t-shirt.      
 
 

Rotary Bowling Fellowship Ended 
Season on April 22 
submitted by Mike McKay; photo by Megan Ballard 
   Our club's Bowling Fellowship Group ended its 
season on Monday, April 22, with a banquet at Ten Pin 
Alley. As teams in the league, The Rotary Wheelers 
finished in 6th place and the Rotary Four Way Testers 
finished in 19th place. It was a fun season with lots of 
fellowship, stories, traditions and fun! 

   Jackson Fonder is our bowling anchorman, and Megan 
Ballard is our bowling anchorwoman! We could always count 

on Mary Ellen O'Brien to bring the Green Bay Packer spirit. Gerry Ring, Chuck Elliott and Boris Frank prove to us that 
age is no limit. Carole Schaeffer is the most improved while Mark Greene proved to be our strategist (based on his military 
pilot experience which he was able to translate into bowling-speak!). Fun was had by all, and we look forward to more 
Rotarians joining us for Summer Bowling and the Nesbitt Mixer League this Fall. 
   The Nesbitt Mixer League will start again for the 2019 - 2020 season in September of this year. This will be Chuck Elliott's 
50th year and we plan to dedicate the season to him! 
   For more photos, visit our club’s Facebook Page. 
 
 

From left: Jackson Fonder, Boris Frank, Alex Vitanye, Mike McKay, 
Carole Schaeffer and Mark Greene 
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Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributors 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the following 
for their generous contributions:  Nelson Cummings – in memory of Charles Sanna. 

 
 

Rotary International Convention  
June 1 – 5, 2019 
Hamburg, Germany 
Registration is Now Open!  Visit: www.RIConvention.org  
 

 
Rotary District 6250 Conference 
June 7-8, 2019 
La Crosse Center in La Crosse  
No registration fee. 
For more details and to register:  https://www.rotary6250.org/page/2019-district-conference 
 

 
 

Members in the News 
 Stu Levitan wrote an article in Madison Magazine titled, “A Riot in the Streets” which recounted what 

happened 50 years ago when a block party on Mifflin Street devolved into chaos.  May 19 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 Apr. 28 -- Ron Luskin -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2014   Foundations-Retired.         

 Apr. 29 -- Sean Baxter -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2007   Real Estate.  Kayser Automotive Group      PHF (3) 

 Apr. 29 -- Neil Dinndorf -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Brokerage & Investments.  EnRich Financial Partners, 
LLC       

 Apr. 29 -- Carmen Porco -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2002   Housing.  Carmen Porco Consulting Services      PHF 

 Apr. 30 -- Hank Curran -- Adm. Date:  5/8/1974   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Vice 
President 1983-84, Director 1982-84    PHF (2) 

 May 2 -- Mary Donahue -- Adm. Date:  6/24/2015   Community Services.  Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Madison       

 May 2 -- Vicki Holschuh -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2016   Community Services.  Goodwill of South Central 
Wisconsin, Inc.    Former Rotarian at WhitefishBay/Milwaukee   

 May 2 -- Rich Leffler -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2001   Colleges & Universities-Social Sciences-Retired.    Director 
2011-13    PHF 

 May 3 -- Dick Lovell -- Adm. Date:  7/7/2004   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Director 2012-14    
PHF (2) 
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Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Everson, Diane at Edgerton 3/26 & 4/16, & at South 3/25; Helfrecht, Don at West 4/12; Neviaser, Ann at Naples, FL 4/19 
 

Guest List for April 24, 2019 
Joe Diedrich of Susan Schmitz; Rachel Millar of Rob Stroud; Natalie Worcester of Rotaract Advisory Committee; Mona 
Adams-Winston of Nino Amato; Hope Jackson of John Bonsett-Veal; Robert Dent of Janine O’Rourke; Jeremiah Robinson 
of Jason Ilstrup; Tanya Ibarra of Sandy Morales; Martin Lackey of Anthony Gray  

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

04/25/2018 501 381 343 (101) 90.03% 

04/24/2019 477 371 346 (103) 93.26% 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org

