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The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 12, 2019 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
April 17 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel: 
Sandra Gajic:  Overture Now and Tomorrow 
      Join us next Wednesday, April 17, at the Park Hotel, when our 
guest speaker will be fellow Rotarian Sandra Gajic who will talk 
about what’s new at the Overture Center since she became the 
CEO last fall. 
   Sandra joined our Rotary club on January 9 of this year.  She is 
a former member of the Rotary Club of Calgary, Canada, from 

2008 - 2011 and the Rotary Club of Edmonton, Canada from 2011 - 2016.   
   Sandra was born in Croatia and came to Madison from British Columbia, Canada, last 
September.   
   She earned an Honours BA degree and an MBA degree from the University of 
Belgrade.  She also holds a Human Resources Management degree from Ryerson 
University in Toronto, Canada. 
   Sandra speaks five languages and enjoys art and travel. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday 
noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

 

“A 55 Year Old Start Up” 
   That’s how Joel Plant, Frank Productions CEO, describes their company.  Indeed, Herb and Sylvia (who The Sylvee is 
named for) Frank came to Madison in 1964 to manage operations for the Capitol and Majestic theaters.  And the rest is 
history…now Frank Productions booked 214 shows in 148 cities in North America in 2018, with plans for more than 1800 
shows this year across the nation.   
   Here in Madison, the Frank family, including patriarch Herb, sons, Fred and Larry, daughter-in-law Marla and 
granddaughter Renee all work in the family business with a staff of 55 overseen by Plant.  Their mission statement is 
“Connecting artists with fans and helping them have fun!”  With their recent merger with the Majestic Theatre, acquisition of 
the High Noon Saloon and the opening of The Sylvee, Frank Productions will reach even more fans.  Frank Productions 
also owns facilities in Columbia, Missouri, Nashville, Tennesee, and books 15 more exclusive venues in North America.   
   The brand new Sylvee is a state of the art venue with a capacity of 2500 and seating for 150.   Situated right in the middle 
of Madison’s burgeoning Capitol East neighborhood, The Sylvee is right where the action is, and, in the first six months, 
they sold 70,000 tickets to 53 shows and 34 special events, averaging 1700 patrons a show.  And poured 167 thousand 
ounces of Spotted Cow!  Plant joked “and it wasn’t even our best seller.”  
   Frank Productions take pride in their relations with the neighborhood and law enforcement.  “We want to make sure that 
our business doesn’t have a negative impact on the neighborhood and community.”  While some in Madison have had 

Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 April 24 
Alfred McCoy 
In the Shadows of the 
American Century: The 
Rise and Decline of US 
Global Power 

 May 1 
Gov. Tony Evers 

 May 8 
Annual Rotary Youth 
Awards Program 

 May 15 
Prof. Marah Curtis 
Addressing 
Homelessness--  
Nationally and Statewide: 
What Do We Know? 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 2 of 4 
 

 

concerns about other venues suffering with Frank’s expansion, Plant says all indications are that other venues are doing 
better as well.  And he notes that their presence has had a positive economic impact on the restaurants and other 
businesses in the area.   
   What’s next…do more shows…sell more tickets and beer! 
   Our thanks to Joel Plant for speaking at our club meeting this week and to Linda Baldwin for preparing this review article. 

 
Ghana Trip Informational Meeting to be 
Held on April 17 
 

   Join fellow Rotary Club of Madison members in Ghana to visit our club’s Change HERstory Rotary International Project.  
Learn about the culture, color and life in Ghana up close from Ghanaians. 
   Travel dates are October 21-November 1, 2019 (12 days). 
   Attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, April 17, at 1:10 pm at the Park Hotel. Learn details about the trip; ask 
questions; hear from Rotarians who traveled to the project site in February 2018 and 2019. 
   If you are unable to attend the April 17 meeting but would like more details, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
 

Community Projects Volunteer Opportunity: Books for the World 
Join fellow Rotarians in our club as well as Madison Breakfast Rotarians for this volunteer opportunity 
being held on Saturday, May 4, 10:00am – 12:00pm at the Madison College Book Processing Center 

located at 1849 Wright Street on Madison’s east side.  Guests and family members are also welcome 
to participate.  We will be sorting and packing used text books which have been donated by local schools, libraries and 
individuals.  These boxes of books will be shipped to developing countries where they are made available to teachers and 
school administrators at no cost.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign up. 
 

Russia – Up Close and Personal 
Submitted by Sharyn Alden; photo by Mark Moody 

   On March 28, Rotarians were treated to a bountiful buffet and 
an evening of programs when the Cultural Awareness Fellowship 
Group met at Heritage Oaks, Oakwood to explore Russian 
culture. 
   The marvelous buffet, prepared by Al Bryan’s wife, Helen, 
included such Russian specialties as borsch, chicken and beef in 
bread crumbs (otbivnaya) and Russian cabbage stuffed with 
ground beef in tomato sauce (golubtsy). After enjoying plates of 
pasties, the programs began. 
   The first portion of the evening, “Russia from a Tourist Point of 
View,” was presented by UW-Professor Polina Levchenko.  
Before viewing a variety of hand-picked places of interest, we 
gained an overview of this vast country’s history, and a window 
into its art, architecture, culture and fascinating facts. 
   For example, the Russian Federation is comprised of a 
dizzying mix of 190 ethnicities, 21 national republics and nine 
time zones. 

   Levchenko’s tour was introduced as some of Russia’s most important places to visit. Yet these spots are often 
overlooked, off the beaten path or simply not available to those traveling via a guided tour.   

From left: Helen Bryan (chef of the Russian cuisine), Al Bryan, 
Majid Sarmadi, UW-Madison Professor Polina Levchenko & 
UW-Madison Professor Yoshiko Herrera 
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   We started with Moscow’s subway system. You could hear the audible gasp in the room when Levchenko’s photos 
showed what you might miss if you don’t journey underground. I can attest to the extraordinary sights seen below –massive 
paintings, sparkly chandeliers and art abound when you reach tunnels below. 
   First, we journeyed to the Veliky neighborhood Novgorod, the birthplace of literacy, Levchenko noted. We saw a setting 
where the Eternal Flame was the focus. Levchenko pointed out an Eternal Flame is found in every town in Russia so people 
can pay gratitude for the peace of today. 
   Before dinner I shared a few photos of my visit to mystical Kizhi Island in northern Russia with its rare collection of 
massive, onion-domed wooden churches and buildings. The story goes that one man with an ax created these 
masterpieces. Continuing the tour of memorable, offbeat places, it was wonderful to see Levchenko include this magical 
place in her itinerary. 
   Continuing the magic, we moved on to Lake Baikal in Siberia north of the Mongolian border. The massive, crystal clear 
lake, circled by hiking trails, is considered to be the deepest lake in the world. 
   Next, our evening transitioned to political science with UW-Madison Professor, Yoshiko Herrera, presenting the timely 
topic, “US-Russia Relations –Challenges and Opportunities.” She provided insight into political relations between Russia 
and the U.S. 
   In response to the question, “Are we seeing a new Cold War?, Herrera noted, “We no longer have a bi-polar world, and in 
fact, the threat of nuclear war is probably lower today.” Yet she went on to explain that distrust between the two super 
powers –U.S and Russia is very high. 
   As an example she noted that since 2014, the Department of Defense does not allow students to study abroad in Russia, 
which is especially discouraging for students including those at UW-Madison who have spent years learning to speak 
Russian and honing their knowledge about the country. 
   In conjunction with this point, Herrera said, “About 25% of offices at the Department of Defense are unfilled and this has 
been a factor in the breakdown of relationships between the two countries.” 
   Other areas of interest Herrera referred to as “underappreciated facts” is this one. Unlike what some may think, “Putin 
does not reside over a seamless, well-oiled regime.”  She went on to say there is a fragility in the region (Russia), economic 
decline, and an anti-Americanism sentiment. 
   Still, she ended the program on a positive note when she said, “There are opportunities to improve U.S.-Russian 
relations.” 

 

Rotary International Convention  
June 1 – 5, 2019 
Hamburg, Germany 
Registration is Now Open!  Visit: www.RIConvention.org  
 

Rotary District 6250 Conference 
June 7-8, 2019 
La Crosse Center in La Crosse  
No registration fee. 
For more details and to register:  https://www.rotary6250.org/page/2019-district-conference 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
http://www.riconvention.org/
https://www.rotary6250.org/page/2019-district-conference


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 4 
 

 

 

Members in the News 
 Joe Bartol was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Exiting Right: Exit Strategies.”  InBusiness Apr 19 

 Congratulations to Oscar Mireles who is celebrating a quarter of a century of leadership at Omega School.  
Channel 3000 4/1 

 

      Our Sympathies… 
 Former member Jeff Kunz passed away on April 1 in Monona.  We extend our condolences to his  

          wife, Lawren, and their family. 

 Rob Van den Berg’s mom, Diny Van den Berg, passed away on April 3 in Ottawa, Canada.  We 
extend our condolences to Rob and to his family. 

 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 Apr. 14 -- Donna Beestman -- Adm. Date:  9/4/2002   Consulting.  Career Success Strategies, LLC  Director 

2005-07; Director 2014-16  Formerly Rotarian at Wilmington, DE  PHF (3) 

 Apr. 14 -- Haley Saalsaa -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2015   Retail-Services & Products.  Subway & AVID Risk 
Solutions       

 Apr. 15 -- Dean Nelson -- Adm. Date:  9/2/1992   Health Services-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at Holland, 
MI and WI Rapids  PHF 

 Apr. 16 -- Phil Levy -- Adm. Date:  5/1/1991   Professional Design.  Phillip Levy Fine Furniture & Interior 
Design, Inc  Director 2002-04  Formerly Rotarian at Madison South  PHF (5) 

 Apr. 16 -- Becky Steinhoff -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2009   Community Services.  Goodman Community Center  
Director 2017-19     

 Apr. 17 -- Jim Ahearn -- Adm. Date:  1/7/2015   Insurance.  Hausmann-Johnson Insurance   PHF 

 Apr. 17 -- Gary Peterson -- Adm. Date:  6/6/1990   Consulting.  Gary Peterson Consulting, Inc.  Director 
1995-97; 100% Attendance since 6/6/1990    PHF (2) 

 Apr. 17 -- Scott Strong -- Adm. Date:  9/3/2008   Community Services.  Rise Wisconsin, Inc.       

 Apr. 17 -- Martha Sullivan -- Adm. Date:  9/7/2016   Accounting.  Honkamp Krueger & Co., P.C.       

 Apr. 18 -- Kristine Euclide -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2000   Energy Services-Retired.         
 

Weekly Statistics 
 

Guest List for April 10, 2019 
Fred Frank, Herb Frank, Larry Frank & Marla Frank of Program Committee; Andrea Hughes of Megan Ballard; Katie 
Brenner & Jodi Schroll of John Braden; Tracy Tempkins of Parker Waller; Bill Haight of Nick Topitzes; Jen Bauer of Perry 
Henderson; Evan Stone of Renee Frank; Rachel Strauch of Janet Piraino; Troye Shanks of Juli Aulik; Lex Poppens, Tim 
Sauers, Jared Dymovic & Emily Gruenewald of Sandra Gajic; Sara Flynn & Caitlin Bausch of Sharyl Kato; Gerri DiMaggio of 
Linda Baldwin; Casey Kimmel of Sandy Morales; Janelle Schwartz of Lee Schwartz; Matt Weiss of Nan Zimdars 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

04/11/2018 501 388 344 (137) 88.66% 

04/10/2019 479  357 329 (135) 92.16% 
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